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Viewpointsthe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

A legacy of inspirational women
As I think about March 

being Women’s History 
Month, I think how blessed 
we are to live in a com-
munity with a legacy of so 
many inspiring women.

Catherine Evans 
Whitener was a 
young woman 
whose ideas and 
entrepreneurial 
spirit were the 
foundation for 
our local industry. 
Our United Way 
began when Mrs. 
M.E. Judd made 
a bet with Lamar 
Westcott. Lulu 
Westcott shared 
this piece of his-
tory with United 
Way in 1992.

“At first the Community 
Fund was known as ‘The 
Empty Stocking Fund’ 
and only a few hundred 
dollars was contributed. 
Sometime, probably, in the 
mid-’40s (before March 
1949 when Mrs. M.E. Judd 
died) she bet my husband, 
Lamar Westcott, that he 
couldn’t raise $4,000 — an 
unheard of sum. The town 
had a population of 3,000 
people. For the first time, 
he organized the raising of 
the funds very much like 
it is today with businesses 
soliciting its employees, 
the doctors, the other doc-
tors, etc. They raised the 
$4,000, he won the bet.”

Lulu continued to be 
involved with United 
Way and was presented 
the Alexis de Tocqueville 
Society award in 1997 in 
celebration of her 100th 
birthday.

Today, many local 

female leaders continue to 
lead the charge and inspire 
change in our communi-
ty. At our recent Annual 
Meeting and Volunteer 
Awards we were able to 

honor two extraor-
dinary women 
leaders and two 
young women 
who are creating 
a path for change 
for the next gener-
ation.

Debbie Macon 
has put her heart 
and soul into 
her community 
through her vol-
unteer work. She 
and her husband, 
Bryan, chaired 

the United Way campaign 
in 2018, raising over $4.1 
million! Debbie also vol-
unteers with RossWoods 
Adult Day Center, Dalton 
First United Methodist 
Church and Believe 
Greater Dalton. Debbie 
has given countless hours 
to her community without 
ever expecting anything in 
return. She has built her 
life around giving back 
to others. Because of her 
commitment to volunteer-
ing and her true example 
of servant leadership, 
Debbie Macon received 
the Connie Woodward 
Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism.

Melinda Flood is heavily 
involved at Murray County 
4-H where she was once a 
student. Now she serves in 
several capacities. Whether 
chaperoning at Junior 
Conference for three days 
or working at service proj-
ects like the Chatsworth 

Health Care Valentine’s 
Celebration, Melinda is 
building a better future 
through her work with the 
youth at Murray County 
4-H. Because of her dedi-
cation and commitment to 
her community, Melinda 
Flood received the 
Elaine Butler Award for 
Outstanding Volunteerism.

Lily Adams volunteered 
her time and talents with 
the Northwest Whitfield 
High School service 
learning class at several 
local nonprofits. She also 
is the student intern at 
Rock Bridge Community 
Church where she volun-
teers in the student min-
istry department helping 
prepare for services and 
plan church-wide events. 
Lily also served as a camp 
counselor at Winshape 
Summer Camps where she 
worked as a leader for the 
second grade group and 
as a dance teacher. Lily 
received an Elbert Shaw 
Memorial Scholarship. 
With her $5,000 scholar-
ship she plans to attend the 
University of Georgia.

Catherine Duffy 
volunteered her time 
and talents with the 
Northwest Whitfield High 
School service learning 
class at several local non-
profits. She also serves at 
ChristChurch Presbyterian 
where she helped lead 
vacation Bible school and 
serves as a tutor for a third 
grade student. Catherine 
plans to attend Kennesaw 
State University and major 
in nursing. Catherine’s 
true passion for improving 
lives has led her to devote 

her time to volunteer-
ing. Catherine received 
a $5,000 Elbert Shaw 
Memorial Scholarship 
and the award for Youth 
Volunteer of the Year.

This year, the United 
Way Women’s Leadership 
Council is bringing anoth-
er inspiring woman to 
our Spring Symposium. 
Dana Spinola is the CEO 
and founder of fab’rik. 
She began fab’rik in 2002 
around the concept of 
high-style clothing with 
an affordable price tag. In 
2006, Dana began fran-
chising with like-minded 
women and has since 
grown fab’rik to 40-plus 
stores across the U.S. 
Dana has always believed 
that clothing has the 
ability to change lives. In 
2009, she launched the 
brand’s nonprofit arm, 
free fab’rik, which pro-
vides free shopping sprees 
for women and girls in 
need. On April 24 at 
Walnut Hill Farm, Dana 
will share with us how we 
can create a life we love. 
Our Women’s Leadership 
Council will also collect 
women’s clothing at the 
event to give to those in 
need in our communi-
ty. Event registration is 
open at ourunitedway.org.

I am so thankful to live 
in our community where 
so many, both men and 
women, have raised their 
hands and contributed their 
time, talent and treasure to 
build a better future for all.

Amanda Burt is presi-
dent of the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia.

School boards should 
embrace free speech

Free speech should never be sup-
pressed by those in power.

School boards across the state of 
Georgia have been trying to squelch 
public input at board of education 
meetings.

It is a dangerous trend, an affront 
to democracy and a slap in the face of 
the people of Georgia.

A group of state lawmakers is 
working to put a stop to local boards 
stamping down public commenting 
by imposing stringent restrictions.

State Rep. Marin Momtahan, along 
with his colleagues 
in the House, 
Trey Kelley, Matt 
Hatchett, Dewayne 
Hill, Rick Jasperse 
and Ginny 
Ehrhart, sponsored 
House Bill 464 
that was unani-
mously approved 
by the House edu-
cation committee.

While the edu-
cation committee 
green-lighted the 
measure this week, 
it did not make it to the floor in the 
House of Representatives by the 
Crossover Day deadline.

The measure, however, remains 
alive until the next legislative ses-
sion. The forward-thinking legis-
lation would require every school 
board to have an open public com-
menting period at every regularly 
scheduled meeting and prevent the 

boards from requiring 
people to preregister in 
order to address their 
local school officials.

Boards of education 
represent the public, not 
the school system.

They are accountable 
to the public.

They are not working 
for the superintendent 
of schools or the central 
office.

They are legislators, 
policymakers, and their 
job is to set public poli-
cy and approve an annu-
al budget.

They are not there to do public 
relations on behalf of the school 
system.

Their role in the community is 
essentially the same as city council 
or county commission, it’s just that 
their jurisdiction is the school system 
they were elected to govern.

Board members often say they 
impose such rules to make sure 
meetings do not get out of control. 
Largely, they are trying to fix a 
problem that rarely exists. They must 
remember they are conducting the 
public’s business and they are public 
servants.

The public should be able to react 
to policies being considered by their 
school board.

If the bill is approved, school 
boards can no longer require people 
to give advance notice they want to 

speak or require a per-
son to provide a writ-
ten statement about 
what they want to say.

In a government that 
is supposed to be of, 
by and for the people, 
a public redress of 
grievances is funda-
mental.

Those who do not 
want to hear from the 
public or who want 
to control what the 
public can and cannot 
say have no business 
running for office in a 
representative form of 

government.
House Bill 464 is good law.
It is also a good start.
The measure just does not go far 

enough.
Similar rules should be hand-

ed down to city councils, county 
commissions and all elected and 
appointed bodies doing the public’s 
business.

Support for House Bill 464 must 
not fade. It is the right thing to do for 
the people of Georgia.

CNHI Deputy National Editor 
Jim Zachary is vice president of 
the Georgia First Amendment 
Foundation, regional editor for 
CNHI newspapers in Georgia, 
Florida, Mississippi, Alabama and 
Texas and editor of the Valdosta 
Daily Times.

AmAndA
Burt

The Gainesville 
Times on legisla-
tion dealing with      
building regulations:

A particular piece of 
legislation being considered 
in this year’s relatively 
tame session of the state’s 
General Assembly has cer-
tainly captured the atten-
tion of governing bodies 
across the state, and not in 
a good way.

House Bill 302, which 
has won initial committee 
approval but has yet to 
be considered by the full 
House, would restrict local 
governments in their ability 
to mandate certain “build-
ing design elements” for 
one or two-family residen-
tial dwellings.

If the bill is passed — 
and considering the con-
siderable political clout 
of the governing agencies 
that oppose it there is no 
certainty that it will be — 
cities and counties would 
no longer be able to dictate 
that new homes have a 
certain size, or be made of 
a certain material, or fit a 
certain architectural design.

The bill brings to the 
forefront a couple of differ-
ent serious philosophical 
questions about the role of 
government: How involved 
should any governing body 
be in dictating to the public 
what they can and can’t 
build; and, should local 
communities have the right 
to set their own standards 
above and beyond mini-
mum building codes set by 
the state?

As for the first phil-
osophical question, we 
would suggest that gov-
ernments, by their very 
nature, tend to overreach, 
and as such some have gone 
too far in mandating that 
houses be of a certain size, 
contain a certain number of 
rooms, have a certain color 
scheme or be made with a 
certain building material. 
It is one thing to set basic 
standards that establish a 
baseline for what is safe 
and practical, and some-
thing else to demand that 
every neighborhood look 
like something out of 
Architectural Digest.

We hear a lot, especially 
in our community, about 
the need for affordable 
housing. Yet when govern-
ments impose the sort of 
building standards meant 
to show that everyone 
is “keeping up with the 
Joneses,” the result can be 
inflated pricing that pre-
vents anyone not solidly 
ensconced in the middle 
class from moving into a 
community.

Local building mandates 
can add tens of thousands 
of dollars to the price of a 
new home, often for no real 
purpose other than improv-
ing curb appeal.

If your city or county 
is one of those that thinks 
houses have to be built 
with bricks, have at least 
2,400 square feet or sit on a 
half-acre lot, then don’t be 
surprised when there are no 
starter homes for your kids 
to live in when they grad-
uate from college and take 
that first job, or houses for 
older residents looking to 
downsize and save money.

HB 302 would prohibit 
governments from enacting 
those sorts of mandates. 
While the goal for doing so 
is understandable, the shift-
ing of authority for decid-
ing such things from local 
communities to the state 
makes it hard to endorse 
the proposition.

It is scary to think that 
a simple majority of a 
city council can enact 
building design mandates 
on a whim, create havoc 
with the local housing 
market and economy, and 
then change things again 
after the next election 
cycle when new members 
are elected. And yet, we 
firmly believe that the 
best government is that 
which is closest to home, 
and if local voters are 
willing to allow that sort 
of authority to their rep-

resentatives, shouldn’t 
they have the ability to 
do so?

If only we could mandate 
more thoughtful participa-
tion in the process by local 
voters.

As much as we would 
like to see more attention 
paid to the consequences of 
such building mandates, we 
are reluctant to endorse the 
idea of taking that author-
ity away from community 
control.

Hopefully the simple fact 
that HB 302 has been intro-
duced and is being debated 
will serve to fire a warning 
shot across the bow of 
governing agencies across 
the state and result in their 
giving more thoughtful 
consideration to the issue of 
establishing building design 
standards in the future.

The Valdosta Daily 
Times on the state 
budget:

...
Gov. Brian Kemp’s first 

budget is in the hands of 
the General Assembly.

It’s a big budget, with a 
lot of new spending.

It is $27.5 billion big and 
depends on revenue growth 
somewhere between 2 and 
3 percent, or slightly more.

That represents a $1.3 
billion increase over former 
Gov. Nathan Deal’s last 
budget.

Almost half a billion 
dollars in the swollen bud-
get proposal will be used 
for raises for the state’s 
115,000 teachers as part of 
Kemp’s campaign pledge 
to give Georgia teachers a 
$5,000 pay bump. The bud-
get includes almost $3,000 
per year for each teacher 
with a promise by Kemp 
for an additional $2,000 
down the road.

His first spending pack-
age also includes 2 percent 
raises for state employees, 
costing almost $120 mil-
lion.

Education and health-
care costs account for about 
70 percent of the total state 
budget.

It is important to note 
the state has a $2.55 billion 
rainy day fund which might 
lessen concerns over new 
spending but could raise 
concerns about sales tax, 
use tax and state income 
tax rates. Could Georgia 
residents see this as being 
overtaxed?

We are pleased with the 
transparency of the state’s 
budgeting process.

The governor’s office has 
been forthcoming with the 
administration’s intentions 
and processes.

The budget document 
itself is online and easy to 
access. The proposed bud-
get and support documents 
can be found at: https://bit.
ly/1TXDIJw

For those who are inter-
ested, the Georgia Budget 
and Policy Institute offers 
a detailed analysis of the 
budget. While left-leaning, 
its analysis is detailed and 
seems to be respected by 
leaders in both parties. That 
information can be found 
at: https://bit.ly/2tIe1Yr

The biggest concerns 
about Kemp’s first budget 
are the growing of state 
government and the trajec-
tory of increased spending.

It is not exactly a conser-
vative approach.

Nevertheless, there are 
strong arguments to be 
made for increasing teacher 
pay, especially during a 
time when teacher walkouts 
across the country have put 
lawmakers in other states in 
a bind to find quick ways to 
fund raises and benefits to 
keep schools open.

On this front, Kemp is 
being proactive while send-
ing a message that Georgia 
must continue to improve 
its public school systems.

With reservations about 
more spending and con-
cerns regarding what that 
will mean if there is a 
significant economic down-
town, we support this bud-
get and urge our legislative 
delegation to adopt.

Jim 
ZAchAry


