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Viewpointsthe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

All in for United Way
Someone much brighter 

than myself once told me 
that true giving is giving 
without holding back. This 
community is No. 1 for a 
lot of reasons, and I believe 
that our entrepre-
neurial spirit is at 
the center of our 
success.

We are “all 
in,” as they say 
in Vegas. We are 
not worried about 
the now, and we 
do not dwell on 
the past. We have 
that innate ability 
to look ahead and 
care about people 
we have never 
met before. It has 
amazed me to see all of the 
different entities — large 
and small businesses, 
school systems, banks — 
come together to give back 
to this community which 
has given us so much. The 
unwavering determina-
tion of every individual 

involved in this United 
Way campaign and those 
before it show the pride 
we take in our community 
here in northwest Georgia.

Every year our United 
Way sets a lofty 
goal to ensure 
the highest levels 
of service within 
education, basic 
needs and health. 
These three pil-
lars are woven 
into the communi-
ty partners which 
we support, and 
we could not be 
prouder to have 
so many deserv-
ing agencies in 
our area doing 

the hard work on the front 
lines. As our community 
has risen from the depths 
of the recession and 
rebounded in a big way, we 
have not forgotten those 
less fortunate and that has 
shown in the recent suc-
cess of our campaigns.

More than ever we are 
seeing the younger gen-
eration become involved 
in giving as well as vol-
unteering. Through the 
Young Leaders Society we 
have been able to connect 
our young leaders across 
industries and occupa-
tions. This and other 
giving societies allow 
those that share common 
goals to come together 
and socialize, engage in 
service opportunities, and 
volunteer. The foundation 
of this community was 
established long before 
this year’s campaign, and 
we were simply able to 
build off of the success 
that has been United Way 
year in and year out. The 
future is bright and the 
same can be said about 
the present. With the help 
of the United Way board 
and staff, the campaign 
cabinet, donors and cor-
porate volunteers, we were 
able to make great things 

happen this year by rais-
ing more than $4 million 
for our community.

I sincerely thank the 
United Way staff and vol-
unteers who made this job 
so easy. Not enough can be 
said about the behind the 
scenes efforts that might 
go unnoticed in newspa-
per columns like this one. I 
appreciate the willingness 
of my campaign cabinet 
to get out of their com-
fort zone and make great 
things happen through 
their personal and business 
relationships. Most of all 
I appreciate the people of 
northwest Georgia for get-
ting behind my team and 
supporting such a great 
cause. Looking forward 
to next year’s campaign. 
United we win!

 
Joe Young was the 2017 

United Way campaign 
chair and is the Home 
Depot business manager at 
Engineered Floors. 

Donald Trump, a Banana Republican
So President Donald Trump, noted 

fiscal conservative, swamp-drainer, 
and compulsive saber-rattler, wants 
a massive military parade through 
the streets of downtown Washington, 
D.C.

Of course he does.
On Wednesday, as Congress 

scrambled to avoid yet another shut-
down, we learned that officials at the 
Pentagon and the White House are 
starting the plan-
ning for a display of 
military might that 
wouldn’t look out of 
place on the streets 
of Pyongyang, 
Moscow, Beijing or 
Berlin in 1939.

Trump’s desire 
for a parade, 
modeled on one 
he saw during a 
trip to France last 
year (Quelle hor-
reur!) apparently 
emerged during a 
Jan. 18 meeting with senior military 
officials in a room at the Pentagon 
known, fittingly enough, as “the 
tank,” The Washington Post report-
ed.

In Trumplandia, everything is 
grand and great and huge and beau-
tiful — like his “great military,” 
or the “beautiful chocolate cake,” 
he enjoyed with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping while he bragged about 
American airstrikes in Syria last 
year.

So it’s entirely logical, if entirely 
offensive, that Trump would glory in 

the sight of tanks, armored personnel 
carriers, missiles and other weap-
onry, along with soldiers, marching 
at attention and saluting, filling the 
streets of the nation’s capital.

Because Trump, as command-
er-in-chief, can order those soldiers 
to salute him.

Not so much for Democratic 
members of Congress, whom Trump 
accused of treason, for failing to 
stand and applaud during his State 
of the Union speech last week. What 
apparently eluded Trump was that 
his political opponents — from a 
co-equal branch of government — 
were exercising a constitutionally 
protected right to remain silent.

But for Trump, the Constitution is 
a technicality, a mere formality on 
the way to exercising his will. In any 
event, we now know that he nodded 
off after the Fourth Amendment, so 
there’s no actual proof that he’s con-
versant with the actual text.

Meanwhile, it’s unclear how the 
military would cover the cost of 
moving its equipment to Washington, 
an effort whose price-tag could run 
to the millions of dollars.

If Trump really wants to show his 
support for the military, he’d work 
with Congressional leaders to solve 
the perennial pickle over the passage 
of a defense appropriations bill.

As The Post reports, the govern-
ment’s new fiscal year started Oct. 1, 
but Congress had, as of Wednesday, 
yet to pass a military funding bill.

The U.S. Senate was set to vote 
Thursday afternoon on a two-year 
budget deal that would add more 

than a half-trillion dollars in federal 
spending. According to The New 
York Times, federal limits on mili-
tary spending would be increased by 
$80 billion this year and by $85 bil-
lion in the new fiscal year that starts 
this Oct. 1.

Defense Secretary James Mattis 
told a Congressional committee this 
week that the military needs “pre-
dictability” in its funding if it’s going 
to flourish.

“Let me be clear: as hard as the 
last 16 years of war have been, no 
enemy in the field has done more 
to harm the readiness of the U.S. 
military than the combined impact 
of the Budget Control Act’s defense 
spending caps, worsened by operat-
ing in 10 of the last 11 years under 
continuing resolutions of varied and 
unpredictable duration,” Mattis, a 
former Marine general, said, accord-
ing to The Post.

With those kind of problems 
looming, it makes zero sense for the 
military to spend an indeterminate 
amount of money to simply gratify 
the whims of the 45th president.

There are far better ways for 
Trump to show he cares about the 
military. Putting the nation in the 
same company as our strategic rivals 
and outright adversaries isn’t one of 
them.

John L. Micek is the opinion 
editor and political columnist for 
PennLive/The Patriot-News in 
Harrisburg, Pa. Readers may follow 
him on Twitter @ByJohnLMicek and 
email him at jmicek@pennlive.com.
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The Marietta Daily 
Journal on Gov. 
Nathan Deal calling 
a man’s citizen of         
the year award      
long overdue:

Since 1963, the Marietta 
Daily Journal has recog-
nized Cobb County men 
and women who have 
made significant contri-
butions to the quality of 
life and success we enjoy 
here. These Citizens of the 
Year have shared common 
traits of leadership, vision 
and a civic spirit that have 
made our community bet-
ter, safer, smarter, richer 
and more beautiful. This 
year’s recipient, Kennesaw 
businessman and philan-
thropist Jay Cunningham, 
is no exception.

In fact, Gov. Nathan 
Deal called the award 
long overdue.

“He has been a faith-
ful servant. Somebody 
who does a lot of things 
behind the scenes that 
most people have no idea 
that he’s doing. But he 
does it because he has a 
heart for people,” Deal 
said.

Cunningham is a 
self-starter, outlining 
his plans for a plumbing 
business on a bar napkin 
in 1988.

He launched Superior 
Plumbing from his garage 
with a single truck and 
one plumber — himself 
— and has grown the 
company to a fleet of 
trucks, trailers and equip-
ment with 73 employees 
and more than 30 licensed 
plumbers.

Classes should be 
taught on his marketing 
savvy. It only takes one 
listen to his company 
jingle — “Superior, the 
honest one/Call 770-
422-PLUM — to remain 
lodged in the mind ever 
after. It’s likely you are 
hearing the tune in your 
head as you read this.

Dr. Ike Reighard, pres-
ident & CEO of MUST 
Ministries, deadpanned 
that he was surprised, 
upon visiting the empty 
tomb of Jesus, that 
Cunningham hadn’t 
secured that prime loca-
tion with a Superior 
Plumbing ad.

At the same time, 
Reighard said he took 
great delight in imagin-
ing how uncomfortable 
Cunningham would be 
at the Cobb Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual gala 
Saturday night when the 
MDJ presented him with 
the surprise award. John 
Loud, president of Loud 
Security, also touched on 
Cunningham’s preference 
to be behind the curtain, 
saying whenever he and 
Cunningham pair up to 
advocate for a public 
issue, such as a special 
purpose local option 
sales tax for education, 
Cunningham always 
asks Loud to be the front 
man. Standing in the 
spotlight is the last thing 
Cunningham wants. And 
this is because he is moti-
vated by his heart and not 
the limelight, Loud said.

As the governor said, 
Cunningham is far more 
than a successful business-
man. Were he to retire on 
a mountaintop and enjoy 
his material success, sur-
rounded by his seven chil-
dren, five grandchildren 
and prized dog, Petey, no 
one would blame him. But 
that’s not Cunningham, 
a servant leader who has 
taken to heart Einstein’s 
belief that “Only a life 
lived in the service to oth-
ers is worth living.”

Reighard called him 
one of the most giving 
individuals he’s ever 
encountered. Over the 
years, Cunningham and 
Superior Plumbing have 
bettered the community in 
countless ways whether it’s 
helping our schools, our 
police or our firefighters. 
Some examples are donat-
ing iPads to deserving 

teachers, funding scholar-
ships, organizing events 
for special needs students, 
providing mobile lavato-
ries for community events, 
sponsoring countless youth 
and high school sports 
and most recently, giving 
$1 million to help build 
Children’s Healthcare of 
Atlanta’s 48,000-square-
foot outpatient care center 
in Kennesaw.

His friends and admir-
ers use the words humble, 
generous, unique, mentor, 
someone who unites, 
an effortless innovator, 
family man and friend to 
describe him.

Marietta’s Tricia 
Pridemore said when 
folks began to criti-
cize law enforcement, 
Cunningham rang to say 
Cobb County has one of 
the finest sheriffs in the 
country, asking her to help 
him serve the Sheriff’s 
Department lunch. That 
was the least they could 
do to say thanks, he told 
her. Pridemore has also 
held back tears as she 
watched young girls with 
special needs run up to 
Cunningham to give him 
a hug.

“They do it in a prom 
dress, and it’s because 
he’s made a way for them 
to not only have prom, but 
go to prom,” she said.

Phillip Page, assistant 
superintendent with the 
Cobb School District, 
first met Cunningham on 
the sidelines of a North 
Cobb High School foot-
ball game, Cunningham’s 
alma mater. When 
Cunningham asked if 
there was anything he 
could do to help the 
school, Page half-jok-
ingly asked if he would 
like to provide the fund-
ing for a staff member. 
Cunningham said he 
would and that allowed 
the school to start its 
career pathway in con-
struction and plumbing.

Naming the time, day 
and location of where you 
first met someone isn’t 
always the easiest thing 
to do. But Sean Casey, 
executive director of 
the Georgia Vocational 
Rehabilitation Agency, 
said it’s a no brainer when 
it comes to Cunningham: 
11:15 a.m. Nov. 25, 2010, 
at Children’s Healthcare 
at Emory. Three weeks 
earlier, his newborn 
daughter had undergone 
surgery. On Thanksgiving 
Day, Casey said he 
and his wife heard an 
announcement in the 
hospital hallway to visit 
the lobby. Casey said it 
looked as if Willy Wonka 
had been there given the 
magnificent feast spread 
before them.

“Jay really served us 
our first Thanksgiving 
dinner as a family,” Casey 
said. “He kind of calmed 
our hearts, he calmed our 
souls and gave us a very 
positive outlook on life.”

Tina Myers, Superior 
Plumbing’s marketing 
director, said in her 10 
years with the compa-
ny, she’s learned that 
Cunningham doesn’t 
demand loyalty. Rather, 
he earns it by being fair, 
honest and loyal to his val-
ues. What set the tone for 
their working relationship 
was one of the first tasks 
he asked of her, which was 
to read Jon Huntsman Sr.’s 
book, “Winners Never 
Cheat: Even in Difficult 
Times.”

One of the passages in 
that book could be said to 
describe Cunningham:

“Wealth isn’t always 
measured in dollar signs. 
We each have time, talent 
and creativity, all of which 
can be powerful forces 
for positive change. Share 
your blessings in whatever 
form they come and to 
whatever level you have 
been blessed.”

And so he has.
The Marietta Daily 

Journal salutes Jay 
Cunningham as the 2017 
Cobb County Citizen of 
the Year.

WRITE 
TO US!

Send your letter to the editor to charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com.

The Daily Citizen-News welcomes opinions from readers on topics 
of public interest. Because of space considerations, letters 

should not exceed 400 words. You may also mail your letter to 
the Daily Citizen-News at P.O. Box 1167, Dalton, GA 30722.


