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For two weeks in August, Tim
Ausmus took a break from his day
job as director of global sourcing
at Shaw Industries. 

Fourteen days away from the
office for many people often
means a beach vacation, a trip to
the amusement park or some
much needed “R&R” on the seat
of a couch. 

Not for Ausmus.
“I, and six other people from

my church (Liberty Baptist
Church, in Chatsworth), visited
Oradea, Romania, to help with
construction work in a seminary,
and conducted vacation Bible
school in a small village just out-
side Oradea,” Ausmus said, while
still in Eastern Europe.

For the Chatsworth native, it
was nothing new. 

Ausmus, in recent years, has
ventured to Nicaragua for mission-
ary work; he’s been to the
Dominican Republic; and at home,
nearly every day has become a day
in which he gives back to the local
community.

In addition to humanitarian
efforts with Christian life groups,
Ausmus has worked closely with
the United Way during a profes-
sional career that spans more than
30 years. 

During the most recent decade,
the relationship has grown, and he
has become Chair of the United
Way of Northwest Georgia’s
Corporate Volunteer Council
(CVC) — it is a group that organ-
izes and manages corporate part-
nerships with the United Way.  

“When I first began to go out
into the community to see what
was actually happening in these
agencies, I began to have a new
appreciation for the work that
United Way and the member
agencies do. I also began to have
a greater appreciation for the

need in the community,” Ausmus
said. “From that appreciation, I
began to serve on fund distribu-
tion panels for the United Way.
This is when a group of commu-
nity leaders get together and eval-
uate the needs of each United
Way funded agency and distrib-
ute the campaign funds back the
agencies. It involves visiting
agencies, evaluating funding
applications, all in an effort to
insure that these agencies and the
United Way are being good stew-
ards of funding provided by the
community.”

In other words: “For the United
Way, I assist in determining how
the funds that people sacrificially
give will be divided out to the
partner agencies,” he said. “And, I
help in mobilizing the community
in volunteer activities.”

In his role with the CVC,
Ausmus has led the group to
national distinction (it has been
awarded the Points of Light award
and the Fast Start Award) for how
successfully it operates. 

According to Andrea
Mansfield, director of community
engagement for the United Way of
Northwest Georgia,

“We have a mission at United
Way — ‘Give, Advocate,
Volunteer: Live United.’ Tim real-
ly embodies all three of those
things,” she said. “Tim not only
volunteers himself, but really
advocates about volunteerism and
giving back. He has spoken on

behalf of United Way and encour-
aged various companies’ employ-
ees to began serving as well.”

For Ausmus, volunteer work is
all about making a positive differ-
ence in a least one person’s life. 

“I enjoy it because it allows me
to become directly involved in the
lives of the individuals who need
help. Giving money is a great
thing to do and I try to do as much
as I can financially, but when a
person gives of their time, their
energy and their emotions, their
giving goes to a new level,” he
said. “And, thinking of a person’s
story makes me keenly aware that
we are all just one lost job, one
bad diagnosis from the doctor,
one car accident, one wayward
child or one addiction away from
needing help ourselves. I can only
hope and pray that, should I ever
need the assistance that the
United Way gives, that there will
be people who are willing to give
of themselves to help me in a time
of need.”

Every individual person owes
the community in which they live
a debt, Ausmus believes. 

“A debt for the schooling, the
community values, and the stabil-
ity that they have had in their
lives,” he said. “These things help
make us what we are. To repay
this debt, we should give, both
financially and of our time and
energy. When we give of our-
selves, there is no greater gift that
we possess.”
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Tim Ausmus has traveled to Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic
and Romania to perform missionary work.

Ausmus gives greatest
gift, devotes time and
energy to United Way


