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Viewpointsthe First amenDment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

Be thankful and pass it on
As co-chairs of this 

year’s United Way of 
Northwest 
Georgia cam-
paign, Bryan 
and I have seen 
firsthand the 
wonderful and 
generous com-
mitments that 
members of 
our community 
make to help 
one another. 
Dalton is with-
out a doubt one 
of the most lov-
ing and caring 
places to live!

We are so grateful for 
all of those who give, 
advocate and volun-

teer to ensure that our 
United Way is there to 

assist our neigh-
bors, co-workers 
and friends who 
need a hand up. 
United Way isn’t 
about short-term 
charity, it’s about 
lasting change. 
The success of 
United Way is not 
possible without 
the almost 3,000 
volunteers who 
ensure that the 
most critical needs 
are met in the 

most efficient and effec-
tive ways.

Without your financial 
support, United Way 

would not be able to fund 
life-changing programs 
in education, basic needs 
and health. Donations 
both large and small 
make it possible to make 
a positive impact on the 
lives of more than 55,000 
people in our commu-
nity. We are thankful 
for these donations that 
help change lives. When 
we come together as a 
community, we can and 
do make a much-needed 
difference in the lives of 
children, families, the 
elderly and those with 
special needs.

For all who have 
already donated to 
United Way, a big high-

five! Let us all count our 
blessings and pass them 
on. Our campaign goal 
this year is $4.1 million 
and we need your help in 
order to reach this goal.

Please consider making 
an investment in United 
Way in your holiday 
giving. Together, we can 
make great things hap-
pen. Gifts can be made 
at ourunitedway.org/give 
or you can mail a check 
to United Way, P.O. Box 
566, Dalton, GA, 30722.

United we win!

Debbie Macon is the 
2018 United Way of 
Northwest Georgia cam-
paign co-chair.

Examining the ‘blue wave’
 that hit Georgia

Did a “blue wave” crash over 
America last week? That was the 
question on pundits’ lips as election 
results were reported Tuesday night, 
into early and even mid-morning 
Wednesday. With the U.S. House 
going to Democrats, but a larger 
Senate majority in store for the GOP, 
it seemed like a split decision.

In Georgia, the Democratic 
breakthrough 
appeared to be 
minimal at first 
glance. The 
highest-pro-
file casualty 
was U.S. Rep. 
Karen Handel, 
who narrowly 
lost the seat 
she won in last 
year’s nation-
ally watched 
special election. 
Another con-
gressman from 

Atlanta’s suburbs, Rob Woodall, was 
just hanging on, pending a final tally 
of absentee and provisional ballots. 
The GOP also lost 13 seats under the 
Gold Dome.

In the statewide races, however, 
Democrats did not break through. Or 
at least, not yet: A runoff awaits in the 
races for secretary of state and one seat 
on the Public Service Commission. 
Stacey Abrams was reluctant to con-
cede in the race for governor, though 
it appeared mathematically impossible 
for her to pull Republican Brian Kemp 
below the majority threshold needed to 
avoid a runoff.

Still, a deeper look reveals deep 
problems indeed for the Georgia 
GOP.

Abrams ran a different play-
book than recent top-of-the-ticket 
Democrats in Georgia. Rather than 
trying to win the smaller electorate 
that typically shows up in midterm 
contests, she aimed to expand the 
electorate to the size that usually 
only shows up for presidential elec-
tions. She just about got there.

The number of ballots cast for 
governor was a mere 4.2 percent 
lower than the number cast in the 
2016 presidential election — and a 
whopping 54 percent higher than in 
the 2014 gubernatorial election. That 

was an increase of almost 1.4 million 
votes vs. just four years ago. Abrams 
bested Hillary Clinton’s total by 
more than 32,000 and beat the 2014 
nominee, Jason Carter, by almost 
766,000.

Kemp and the GOP hoped to keep 
pace just enough to win, and they 
did. Kemp’s total was about 115,000 
below Donald Trump’s, but it was 
almost 629,000 more than Nathan 
Deal’s in 2014.

It’s where the vote totals changed, 
and how, that should worry 
Republicans.

As expected, Abrams cleaned 
up in the state’s 10 most populous 
counties, winning an alarming (for 
Republicans) eight of them. She beat 
Clinton’s total in these counties by 
42,000 votes. Kemp, meanwhile, 
trailed Trump’s total by about 
58,000. That’s a 100,000-vote dif-
ference just in those 10 counties. We 
can expect most of them to continue 
trending toward Democrats.

It doesn’t get better for 
Republicans when we look at coun-
ties that should have been more 
favorable terrain for Kemp. Take the 
10 most populous counties Trump 
won in 2016. Kemp fell short of 
Trump by more than 24,000 votes in 
those counties — whereas Abrams 
actually beat Clinton in those coun-
ties, by over 13,000. That’s a turn-
around of 37,000.

Those suburban and exurban 
counties held the line for Kemp a 

bit better, percentage-wise, than 
the very largest counties. (There 
was an overlap of just two counties, 
Cherokee and Forsyth.) But he still 
lost about 5.3 percent, which is more 
than the 4.2 percent overall decline 
in Georgia compared to 2016.

You might have expected a better 
showing in rural Georgia, given 
that Kemp focused his efforts there. 
Consider some of the larger rural 
counties, such as Pickens, Murray 
and Gilmer — counties that gave 
Trump his biggest percentage wins 
in 2016 while also delivering him at 
least 10,000 votes. That’s an admit-
tedly arbitrary metric, but it allows 
us to look at parts of Georgia that are 
both deep red and fairly substantial 
in size.

If you take the top 10 of those 
counties, Kemp saw only a 4.7 percent 
drop-off from 2016, a loss of about 
7,800 votes. What’s staggering is that 
Abrams saw an even smaller decline: 
just 2.7 percent, and a loss of less than 
1,000 votes compared to Clinton.

Returning to the original question, 
it is clear a blue wave did hit Georgia 
in 2018. The “red wall” Kemp touted 
was just barely highly enough to hold 
it back. But given the current trend, 
the GOP going forward will either 
need a bigger wall or a lifeboat.

Dalton native Kyle Wingfield is 
president and CEO of the Georgia 
Public Policy Foundation (www.
georgiapolicy.org).

Debbie
Macon

The Savannah 
Morning News on 
2020 candidates:

For the local political 
party organizations, the 
day after the election is 
typically one of rest.

If the 2018 midterms 
taught anything, though, it 
is that for voters, the 2020 
races began the moment 
they stepped away from the 
ballot machine.

Engagement is at an all-
time high, and voters are 
tired of uncontested and 
tokenly contested seats for 
posts like U.S. Congress 
and the Georgia General 
Assembly. We had the 
good fortune here in the 
Savannah-area to see chal-
lengers step up to take on 
established candidates in 
four significant races: the 
1st Congressional District, 
State Senate District 1 and 
two State House districts.

The local arms of 
the Democratic and 
Republican parties should 
consider the public reaction 
a call to identify, groom 
and market candidates for 
the next cycle. And do so 
early, not via email plea in 
the months ahead of the 
primary.

Our incumbents are 
much too comfortable 
— both within their 
party and in general elec-
tions. Competition isn’t 
just valuable, it’s vital. 
Campaigning should 
require more than buying 
some yard signs and doing 
a few small, friendly meet 
and greets.

Sitting elected officials 
must face tough questions. 
Without opponents, they 
aren’t even asked.

Consider the following:
Rep. Buddy Carter, who 

faced challenger Lisa Ring 
on Tuesday, ran unopposed 
for U.S. Congress in 2016.

State Sen. Ben Watson 
hadn’t faced an opponent 
since winning a primary 
for his open seat in 2010. 
Sandra Workman ran 
against him in Tuesday’s 
election.

Sen. Lester Jackson, who 
won an unopposed contest 
Tuesday, last faced a chal-
lenger in 2010.

State House Reps. 
Ron Stephens and Bill 
Hitchens, who faced chal-
lengers Alicia Scott and 
Adam Bridges on Tuesday, 
hadn’t seen opposition 
since 2012.

As for the four state 
House representatives 
who won unopposed races 
Tuesday, three had not 
seen opponents since first 
winning their current 
seats: Jesse Petrea in 2014; 
Mickey Stephens in 2008 
and J. Craig Gordon in 
2006.

The absence of chal-
lengers is a disservice to 
both the voters and the 
candidates. Especially in 
these political times, when 
our country and state are 
facing polarizing issues 
like never before, we need 
discussion and debate.

The few forums and 
town halls held in the 
run-up to this election 
underscored that demand. 
Incumbents came off insu-
lated, if not outright tone-
deaf, on several points, 
and challengers fell prey to 
parroting party stances.

Recruitment for 2020 
will require strategy.

The four challengers 
enlisted by the Democrats 
this cycle all ran great 
campaign ground games. 
But none had previously 
served in elected office, 
which meant they lacked 
records to run on.

While being politically 
green can be good — neo-
phytes are untainted by the 
system’s bureaucracy, after 
all — uncertainty with vot-
ers is often a shortcoming.

What’s more, some of 
the challengers pushed 
specific views that were 
out of line with that of the 
overwhelming majority of 
their constituents. That left 
voters who were unhappy 
with the incumbents, but 
not ideologically inclined, 
little choice but to hold 
their noses and vote for 
re-election.

Hopefully, the 
local party brass, 
both Democratic and 
Republican, will take 
Tuesday’s lessons and 
apply them immediately. 
There are many quality 
leaders both inside and 
outside of government 
in our area who would 
make strong Georgia 
General Assembly and U.S. 
Congress candidates.

Identify them now and 
start building and mar-
keting their credentials 
early next year. They 
need name recognition, 
well-established resumes 
and detailed messages that 
resonate with voters.

Look for women, in par-
ticular. Right now, all eight 
members of our legislative 
delegation are male. That’s 
not representative of our 
community.

The 2020 Georgia 
General Assembly elec-
tions are particularly 
important. Those senators 
and representatives will 
likely be charged with 
redrawing the state and 
federal districts based on 
2020 Census results.

Given the partisan nature 
of this process — let’s call 
it what it is: gerrymander-
ing — the political balance 
of the Georgia General 
Assembly will play a sig-
nificant role in giving one 
party an advantage over the 
other in future elections.

In other words, there’s 
no time for party organiza-
tions to rest. The voters are 
counting on you.

Newnan Times 
Herald on the 100th 
anniversary of 
Armistice Day:

We’ve just come through 
a bruising political season, 
but today is a reminder of 
what it is about our great 
country that unites us.

Today is not only 
Veterans Day, it is the 
100th anniversary of its 
predecessor, Armistice 
Day. The Armistice ending 
World War I took effect on 
the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month back 
in 1918.

The Armistice was a 
time to reflect on the great 
loss of American lives in 
fighting for freedom in 
Europe. The event also 
focused on peace — with 
the hope that there might 
never again be a “great 
war” that called on nations 
to sacrifice their rising 
generation in battle.

The U.S. World War I 
Commission is holding a 
number of events this year, 
celebrating the 100th year 
of the Armistice. 

One of the World War I 
Commission’s projects is 
Bells of Peace. Churches 
— and any other organi-
zation with a bell — are 
asked to toll their bells 21 
times at 11 a.m. It’s sort 
of a musical 21-gun salute 
to remember those who 
have fallen in battle. At the 
same time, each toll of the 
bell accompanies a prayer 
for peace.

The U.S. World War One 
Centennial Commission 
was established by 
Congress in 2013 to provide 
education programs, public 
outreach, and commemo-
rative events regarding the 
American involvement in 
that war. Honorary chairs 
are the living former pres-
idents of the United States 
— George H.W. Bush, 
Jimmy Carter, Bill Clinton, 
George W. Bush and Barack 
Obama.

Those former chief exec-
utives come from different 
generations, parties, philos-
ophies and races, but all are 
part of this celebration of 
America’s willingness to 
play our part on the world 
stage and our joy when 
freedom and peace are the 
result.

After all the hyper-politi-
cal messages of the past few 
weeks, we need a time to 
focus on our great country 
and those values that bring 
us together. Let’s ring Bells 
of Peace and celebrate the 
blessings we experience 
every day as Americans.

Kyle
WingfielD


