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Bill Brueckner
Bill Brueckner didn’t grow up in Whitfield 

County, but he has taken a stake in working to 
improve the community he now calls home. 

Brueckner began working at Shaw Industries 
in 1991, having been born in Chattanooga, 
growing up in Elba, Alabama, and later graduat-
ing from Auburn University. But it is Whitfield 

County that he now calls 
home along with his 

wife Wendy and 
their two daugh-
ters, Henley and 
McKenzie. 

But it isn’t 
through his 
work or the suc-

cess his daugh-
ters have had on 

the basketball court 
at Northwest Whitfield 

High School that Brueckner has impacted his 
community. He has also become one of the 
most committed and dependable United Way of 
Northwest Georgia volunteers. 

“Bill Brueckner is a wonderful communi-
ty volunteer,” said Jessica Trivino, director of 
donor engagement and strategy for the local 
United Way. 
“He’s actively 
involved in the 
community 
with United 
Way and with 
his daughters’ 
basketball 
and school 
activities. He’s 
always willing to help however he can.”

Brueckner has been on the United Way’s 
Community Solutions Panel for several years 
and is now the committee chair. He also has 
previously served as the board chair for Looper 
Speech and Hearing Center. In a biography 
of Brueckner on the United Way website, he 
said that he donated to causes in the past and 
thought, “giving was more than enough, only 
because I did not see what else was needed.”

After his work with Looper and his early 
work with the Community Solutions Panel, he 
said doing more was a necessity for the commu-
nity. 

“While I am grateful for my path, I wish I had 
learned the impact of volunteerism earlier to go 
along with what I thought was enough,” he said. 

The United Way recently surpassed its 2018 
fundraising goal of $4.1 million, which is a 
record for the agency, and it is through the 
efforts of Brueckner and those he helps lead 
which ensure the continued success of the pro-
gram. 

For his efforts in giving back to his com-
munity, the Daily Citizen-News names Bill 
Brueckner its Citizen of the Week.

“I’ll take a 1 percent sales 
tax for six years over a seven to 
eight mill property tax increase 
any day of the week.”

“You may not realize it, but 
projects all around town were 
funded by the SPLOST. It’s the 
best way to pay for projects.”

“I’m voting for SPLOST 
because I believe our disabled 
citizens— especially our dis-
abled veterans — deserve equal 
access to county buildings.”

“There is much discussion 
about the pros and cons of the 
SPLOST. Yes, there are plenty of 
drawbacks to the tax, but I feel 
the positives outweigh the nega-
tives. No one likes paying taxes, 
I get it. But the money from this 
sales tax will go a long way in 
improving our quality of life for 
generations to come.”

“If we had an Olive Garden, I 
would gladly pay an extra 2 per-
cent SPLOST tax on my check 
for those delicious breadsticks, 
salad and pasta.”

“A 50-year building plan? 
Yep. Both Lynn Laughter 
and Mike Babb used that as a 
defense of the proposed county 
admin buildings featuring a 
ridiculous increase in square 
footage over current buildings. 
Fiscal restraint? Nope.”

“A reassessment for property 
tax is coming. Your property’s 
value has gone up. Unless the 
millage rate is lowered, you will 
be paying more property tax. 
There is no ‘either SPLOST or 
more property tax.’ Unless we 

get a legally binding statement 
that the amount of property tax 
will not increase during the 
entire six years of the SPLOST, 
we should vote no to this double 
taxation.”

“Thank you for printing the 
facts about the sales tax that’s 
going to be coming up. I won’t 
be voting for the SPLOST. I’m 
like the other man in the Forum, 
I’d like to be able to renovate my 
house, too, so why would I want 
to renovate everything for the 
county? They act like this is a 
thriving place wanting us to put 

all of this money up.”

“‘It’s only a penny’ is the rally 
cry of the pro-SPLOST pro-
ponents. Try this: Start with a 
single penny and double it every 
day for 31 days. Staggering 
amount for only a penny. Find 
your cause another slogan.”

“For the person that doesn’t 
want us to focus on the SPLOST 
and focus on the children, there 
is no money in the SPLOST 
for children or schools. Zero. 
Zero dollars in the SPLOST for 
schoolchildren or the schools.”

“To the person that used to 
live off of Highway 78 and 
they always had a SPLOST, 
what does that have to do with 
Whitfield County? Just because 
Johnny jumped off a bridge 
doesn’t mean we’re going to.” 

“Shame on you David Ralston 
for using your position for per-
sonal gain. That needs to be 
investigated. You are the House 
speaker but you’ve done very, 
very wrong. You need to be 

under investigation.”

“Too bad that Dalton doesn’t 
have a Publix for all of us to 
enjoy.”

“The whole thing with 
Vinyard sounds like a big joke. 
Whitfield County taxpayers 
deserve the right to know what 
happened in this case.”

“Shana Vinyard has been 
playing the taxpayers of this 
town for a fool.”

“All you residents of east 
Dalton that seem to think that 
west Dalton is the land of milk 
and honey, full of elegant, spa-
cious mansions, you are wel-
come to visit my dump any time. 
Donations gladly accepted.”

“I agree with the caller that 
called in about Antioch Road. 
It is dangerous. You can’t see. 
You have a million drivers going 
to all of these plants.”

TODAY’S 
FORUM ))))))

To submit a comment 
Phone: 

(706) 272-7748
Email: 

editorial@dailycitizen.news
Online: 

www.dailycitizen.news

Editor’s note 
Please keep  

your comments  
brief. If you  
include a  

name, please  
spell it.

Last week Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
warned President Donald Trump 
that if he declared an “emergen-
cy” to build a wall, “think what a 
president with dif-
ferent values can 
present... Why don’t 
you declare (the epi-
demic of gun vio-
lence in America) 
an emergency, Mr. 
President? I wish 
you would... A 
Democratic pres-
ident can declare 
emergencies as 
well.”

He r  fe l low 
Democrats Sen. 
Kamala Harris and Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren quickly agreed.

Warren tweeted: “Gun violence is 
an emergency. Climate change is an 
emergency...”

Yikes.
Not every problem in America 

should be declared an emergency 
— or used by a president to justify 
acting without Congress.

But why are guns on the 
Democrats’ “emergency” list any-
way?

One reason is sloppy reporting by 
lazy media.

Last year, they claimed that there 
were school shootings at “hundreds 
of schools.” It was “an almost daily 
occurrence” in the U.S., some said.

This was nonsense. NPR report-
ers looked into the 235 shootings 
reported by the U.S. Department of 
Education and were only able to con-
firm 11 of them.

It turned out that schools were 
added to the list merely because 
someone at a school heard there 
may have been a shooting. Good for 

NPR for checking out the Education 
Department’s claim.

Economist John Lott, president 
of the Crime Prevention Research 
Center (and father of one of my 
producers) spends much of his time 
researching gun use and correcting 
shoddy studies.

A few years ago, much of the 
media claimed that the U.S. has “the 
most mass shootings of any coun-
try in the world.” President Barack 
Obama added it’s “a pattern now that 
has no parallel anywhere else.”

CNN and The L.A. Times wrote 
about “Why the U.S. Has the Most 
Mass Shootings.” (”The United 
States has more guns.”)

But the U.S. doesn’t have the most 
mass shootings, says Lott. It’s a myth 
created by University of Alabama 
associate professor Adam Lankford, 
a myth repeated by anti-gun media 
in hundreds of news stories.

“Lankford claimed that since 1966 
there were 90 mass public shooters 
in the United States, more than any 
other country,” says Lott. “Lankford 
claimed ‘complete data’ were avail-
able from 171 countries.”

But how could that be? Many gov-
ernments don’t collect such data and 
even fewer have information from 
before the days of the internet.

A shooting in say, India, would 
likely be reported only in local news-
papers, in a local dialect. How would 
Lankford ever find out about it? How 
did he collect his information? What 
languages did he search in?

He won’t say.
“That’s academic malpractice,” 

says Lott in my video about the con-
troversy.

I’m not surprised that Lankford 
didn’t reply to Lott’s emails. Lott 
is known as pro-gun. (He wrote the 

book “More Guns, Less Crime.”) 
But Lankford also won’t explain his 
data to me, The Washington Post or 
even his fellow gun control advo-
cates.

When Lott’s research center 
checked the data, using Lankford’s 
own definition of a mass shooting, 
“four or more people killed,” the 
center found 3,000 shootings around 
the world. Lankford claimed there 
were only 202.

Lankford said he excludes “spon-
sored terrorism” but does not define 
what he means by that. To be safe, 
Lott removed terrorism cases from 
his data. He still found 709 shoot-
ings — more than triple the number 
Lankford reported.

It turns out that not only did the 
U.S. not have the most frequent mass 
shootings, it was number 62 on the 
list, lower than places like Norway, 
Finland and Switzerland.

There was also no relationship 
between the rate of gun ownership 
in different countries and the rate of 
mass shootings.

If journalists had just demanded 
Lankford explain his study methods 
before touting his results, his “more 
mass shootings” myth would never 
have spread.

So if Nancy Pelosi, Kamala Harris 
and Elizabeth Warren ever follow 
through on their threat to declare 
gun violence a “national emergen-
cy,” be sure to check their math.

Or just remember the wisdom of 
the Second Amendment.

Government’s desire to control us 
— and to lie to make its case — is 
the real emergency.

 
John Stossel is author of “No They 

Can’t! Why Government Fails — 
But Individuals Succeed.”

Bogus gun research

To nominate an individual 
or group, contact Jamie 
Jones at (706) 272-7723 or 
jamiejones@dailycitizen.
news. Fax nominations to 
(706) 275-6641 or write to the 
Daily Citizen-News, attention: 
Citizen of the Week, P.O. Box 
1167, Dalton, GA 30722.
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