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Bryan and Debbie Macon
Bryan and Debbie Macon are not shy about
their expectations for the community and its
generous spirit.
As co-chairs of this year’s United Way of
Northwest Georgia campaign, the duo set a goal
of $4.1 million, which would be a new record
for the organization that last year had a direct
impact on nearly 60,000 families in Whitfield
and Murray counties.
Those who have
worked with the
United Way for
years are used
to the Macons
exceeding
expectations and
dreaming big.
“Debbie and
Bryan have been
instrumental in
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amount raised
the previous
year,” United Way President Amanda Burt said.
“They are founding members of our Peacock
Legacy Society launched in 2015, and are fully
devoted to creating and ensuring a better future
for our community.”
Membership in the Tocqueville Society
is awarded to individuals who contribute at least
$10,000.00 annually to United Way.
“United Way of Northwest Georgia’s Peacock
Legacy Society honors those who make the
extraordinary decision to invest in the future of
our community through a planned gift to United
Way, as well as outright gifts to our endowment,” the organization’s website states.
Bryan Macon has worked on the Fund
Distribution Committee and later was the chair.
President of Dorsett Industries, he was the
United Way board chairman from 2000-02. He
has also served on the board of the local Boys &
Girls Club.
Debbie Macon has been equally active, though
Burt said she prefers not to be in the “limelight.” She led the capital campaign at Dalton
First United Methodist Church and has been a
volunteer at the church’s annual summer program, Camp Joy.
“I remember arriving at Camp Joy at our
church where my children attended every summer,” Burt said. “There was Debbie, paint brush
in hand, painting the lobby of the gym and snack
area for the kids. I also met with her several
times for United Way business while she was
spearheading the building project of RossWoods
(Adult Day Services), grandchild in tow.”
For their past efforts and their continuing
importance for the charitable spirit of our community, the Daily Citizen-News names Bryan
and Debbie Macon, who recently celebrated
their 45th wedding anniversary, our Citizens of
the Week.
Copyright (c)2018 The Daily Citizen, Edition 10/06/2018
October 8, 2018 11:03 am (GMT +4:00)

“If I were not civilized I
would say that Yankee Stadium

Thousands of mentally ill people
cycle in and out of hospital emergency rooms. They strain our medical
system, scare the public and sometimes harm themselves.
Most, says DJ Jaffe, are schizophrenic or bipolar and have stopped
taking their medication.
Jaffe gave up a
successful advertising career to try
to improve the way
America deals with
such people.
“John Hinckley
shot President
Reagan because
he knew, not
John
thought, knew that
S
tossel
was the best way to
get a date with Jodie
Foster,” Jaffe tells me in my latest
internet video collaboration with City
Journal.
Years ago, such people were
locked up in mental hospitals. That
protected the public, but the asylums
were horrible, overcrowded places,
where sick people rarely got good
treatment.
“We decided we would largely
replace that system with mental
health care in the community,” says
Stephen Eide, a senior fellow at the
Manhattan Institute.
Community treatment made sense.
Care would be easier and cheaper
in the patients’ own neighborhoods.
Patients would be closer to their families, who could visit.
But community treatment never
really happened. Politicians didn’t
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up in prison. “Prison is no
somebody with schizophre
Eide. “However, that’s whe
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remain.
Today, more seriously m
people are locked up in Lo
County Jail, Cook County
New York’s Rikers Island
any mental hospital.
In jail, they barely get tr
As a result, they stay in jai
than other inmates.
“They get abused and vi
and thrown in solitary, and
visit their families,” says Ja
horrific place to be.”
America has some highmental hospitals, but they
enough money to give the
treatment that most serious
ple need.
Jaffe says, “It’s become
to get into Bellevue (a New
City mental hospital) than
If you’re well enough to wa
a hospital and ask for care,
going to say you’re not sick
to need it.”
Hospitals often practice
calls “treating and streetin
police call it “catch and rel
Jaffe says that a big part
problem is that governmen
of treating the sickest peop
offer “something for every
That’s a line from Chirla
McCray, wife of New York
Mayor Bill de Blasio. De B
named his wife director of
program to combat mental
McCray promised to spend
billion dollars” on “54 init
Unfortunately, most of th
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“I’m tired of the

