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Bryan and deBBie Macon
Bryan and Debbie Macon are not shy about 

their expectations for the community and its 
generous spirit. 

As co-chairs of this year’s United Way of 
Northwest Georgia campaign, the duo set a goal 
of $4.1 million, which would be a new record 
for the organization that last year had a direct 
impact on nearly 60,000 families in Whitfield 

and Murray counties.
Those who have 
worked with the 

United Way for 
years are used 
to the Macons 
exceeding 
expectations and 
dreaming big. 
“Debbie and 

Bryan have been 
instrumental in 

growing our Alexis de 
Tocqueville 
Society and 
chaired that 
effort three 
times — 
each time 
exceeding the 
amount raised 
the previous 

year,” United Way President Amanda Burt said. 
“They are founding members of our Peacock 
Legacy Society launched in 2015, and are fully 
devoted to creating and ensuring a better future 
for our community.”

Membership in the Tocqueville Society 
is awarded to individuals who contribute at least 
$10,000.00 annually to United Way.

“United Way of Northwest Georgia’s Peacock 
Legacy Society honors those who make the 
extraordinary decision to invest in the future of 
our community through a planned gift to United 
Way, as well as outright gifts to our endow-
ment,” the organization’s website states.

Bryan Macon has worked on the Fund 
Distribution Committee and later was the chair. 
President of Dorsett Industries, he was the 
United Way board chairman from 2000-02. He 
has also served on the board of the local Boys & 
Girls Club. 

Debbie Macon has been equally active, though 
Burt said she prefers not to be in the “lime-
light.” She led the capital campaign at Dalton 
First United Methodist Church and has been a 
volunteer at the church’s annual summer pro-
gram, Camp Joy. 

“I remember arriving at Camp Joy at our 
church where my children attended every sum-
mer,” Burt said. “There was Debbie, paint brush 
in hand, painting the lobby of the gym and snack 
area for the kids. I also met with her several 
times for United Way business while she was 
spearheading the building project of RossWoods 
(Adult Day Services), grandchild in tow.”

For their past efforts and their continuing 
importance for the charitable spirit of our com-
munity, the Daily Citizen-News names Bryan 
and Debbie Macon, who recently celebrated 
their 45th wedding anniversary, our Citizens of 
the Week.

“If I were not civilized I 
would say that Yankee Stadium 
offended me. It doesn’t, on the 
other hand, offend me if you 
went to Atlanta and named 
the new stadium Confederate 
Stadium. The uncivilized would 
be marching in the street.”

“I have always been a 
Democrat going back three 
generations but no more. The 
way the Democrats are acting in 
Washington, D.C., I will never 
vote for another Democrat at the 
federal level, the state level or 
even at the local level.”

“Now that my leg is casted 
I have a new appreciation for 
handicapped people and the 
trials and tribulations, the chal-
lenges, they go through. Walking 
on crutches really stinks.”

“Got my drive-by flu shot and 
was relieved to see the menac-
ing, black, double cab Dalton 
Code Enforcement pickup truck 
parked there. Those flu shot 
tents appeared to be out of com-
pliance.”

“People are always talking 
negative about Trump, but I tell 
you I support him in building a 
wall. You tell me a wall is not 
needed? I definitely support 
that.”

“Judge Kavanaugh’s high 
school and college behavior is 
being scrutinized, as it should 
be. He presented himself as a 
choirboy. We’re learning he is 
lying. His temperament has been 
exposed as unfit.”

“To the person with the 

comment ‘Dalton is becom-
ing more and more like 
Chattanooga.’ Don’t you wish?”

“I am so sick and tired of 
hearing people talk about older 
people. I don’t know if they 
think their time on Earth is 
going to be shorter than the older 
people, as they put it. I hope 
they live to be an old age. But I 
hope, too, that they see that what 
they’re saying now about older 
people applies to them as they 
get older. It will apply to them. 
They need to think twice before 
they talk about older people.”

“I’m tired of the media tak-
ing hearsay stories and printing 
them as fact. Hearsay won’t 
even stand up in a court of law. 
And then everybody tries it in 
the court of public opinion and 
renders the news media as only a 
fictitious group of characters.”

“I watch the Canadian 
Football League, not the 
National Football League.”

“Hey, high school football ref-
erees, you’re going to ruin high 
school football by throwing flags 
after almost every play.”

“Go Falcons, and take the 
Braves with you.”

Editor’s note: So the Hawks 
and Atlanta United can stay?

“Hey, I saw where the Falcons 
were in first place. Never mind, I 
had the paper upside-down.”

“I guess the Dolphins won’t 
be going undefeated this year. 
That’s something that the New 
England Patriots don’t know 

nothing about.”

“I was wondering if the 
gubernatorial candidates for 
Georgia governor were going to 
have their high school annual 
reviewed under a microscope, or 
even their middle school annual 
investigated under a microscope. 
If they’re running for governor 
they might need to have those 
things looked at. Wait a minute, 
Abrams is a Democrat so she 
has nothing to worry about.”

“The Democratic Senate 
Judiciary is trying to change the 
basic structure of our govern-
ment from the Constitution to 
the Ten Commandments. If they 
are successful, I will become a 
Democrat forever.”

“If New Balances are made 
in the USA, why does mine say 
made in Vietnam?”

“That new comic ‘Wallace 
the Brave’ is about as funny as 
‘Doonesbury.’”
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They live on the street, often forag-
ing through dumpsters. Some threat-
en us. Occasionally, they assault 
people.

Thousands of mentally ill people 
cycle in and out of hospital emergen-
cy rooms. They strain our medical 
system, scare the public and some-
times harm themselves.

Most, says DJ Jaffe, are schizo-
phrenic or bipolar and have stopped 
taking their medica-
tion.

Jaffe gave up a 
successful adver-
tising career to try 
to improve the way 
America deals with 
such people.

“John Hinckley 
shot President 
Reagan because 
he knew, not 
thought, knew that 
was the best way to 
get a date with Jodie 
Foster,” Jaffe tells me in my latest 
internet video collaboration with City 
Journal.

Years ago, such people were 
locked up in mental hospitals. That 
protected the public, but the asylums 
were horrible, overcrowded places, 
where sick people rarely got good 
treatment.

“We decided we would largely 
replace that system with mental 
health care in the community,” says 
Stephen Eide, a senior fellow at the 
Manhattan Institute.

Community treatment made sense. 
Care would be easier and cheaper 
in the patients’ own neighborhoods. 
Patients would be closer to their fam-
ilies, who could visit.

But community treatment never 
really happened. Politicians didn’t 

fund it. Neighborhood mental health 
facilities were not popular with their 
constituents.

Many mentally ill people now end 
up in prison. “Prison is no place for 
somebody with schizophrenia,” says 
Eide. “However, that’s where they’re 
going to remain.

Today, more seriously mentally ill 
people are locked up in Los Angeles 
County Jail, Cook County Jail and 
New York’s Rikers Island jail than in 
any mental hospital.

In jail, they barely get treatment. 
As a result, they stay in jail longer 
than other inmates.

“They get abused and victimized 
and thrown in solitary, and they can’t 
visit their families,” says Jaffe. “It’s a 
horrific place to be.”

America has some high-quality 
mental hospitals, but they don’t have 
enough money to give the extended 
treatment that most seriously ill peo-
ple need.

Jaffe says, “It’s become harder 
to get into Bellevue (a New York 
City mental hospital) than Harvard. 
If you’re well enough to walk into 
a hospital and ask for care, they’re 
going to say you’re not sick enough 
to need it.”

Hospitals often practice what Jaffe 
calls “treating and streeting.” The 
police call it “catch and release.”

Jaffe says that a big part of the 
problem is that governments, instead 
of treating the sickest people, often 
offer “something for everyone.”

That’s a line from Chirlane 
McCray, wife of New York City 
Mayor Bill de Blasio. De Blasio 
named his wife director of the city’s 
program to combat mental illness. 
McCray promised to spend “almost a 
billion dollars” on “54 initiatives.”

Unfortunately, most of those ini-

tiatives address people who are not 
very sick. “They wrap anything that 
makes you sad — bad grades, pov-
erty, coming from a single-parent 
household — in a mental health nar-
rative,” says Jaffe.

“Blurring the lines between mild 
mental disorders such as anxiety 
or mild depression — and schizo-
phrenia — is not a bug; it’s a feature 
of the program,” says Eide. “They 
believe the only way New Yorkers 
will support improvements to mental 
illness policy is if they are convinced 
that everybody has a mental illness.”

So most funds don’t go to helping 
the people diving into dumpsters or 
to protecting us from threatening 
people on the street.

“If we’re going to spend all our 
money on people who are anxious 
or can’t sleep, what’s left for the 
seriously ill?” asks Jaffe. “Ask any 
cop what we need, he’s going to say: 
more hospitals, easier civil commit-
ment, so that when I bring somebody 
they’re admitted. We need to keep 
them on their medications so they 
don’t deteriorate.”

Why then do authorities focus 
on comparatively minor problems? 
“They don’t cost as much to help! 
Serving the seriously mentally ill is a 
really difficult task,” he adds.

So the seriously mentally ill live on 
the street or get locked up in jails.

“We tend to think of ourselves as 
a very compassionate society,” says 
Eide, “but a century from now, when 
people look at the situation with the 
seriously mentally ill, they’re going 
to look back on us and wonder how 
compassionate we really were.”

 
John Stossel is author of “No They 

Can’t! Why Government Fails — But 
Individuals Succeed.”

Seriously mentally ill

To nominate an individual 
or group, contact Jamie 

Jones at (706) 272-7723 or 
jamiejones@dailycitizen.news. 
Fax nominations to the Daily 

Citizen-News, Attention: Citizen 
of the Week, P.O. Box 1167, 

Dalton, GA 30722.
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Send your letter to the editor to charlesoliver@dailycitizen.news.

The Daily Citizen-News welcomes opinions from readers on topics 
of public interest. Because of space considerations, letters 

should not exceed 400 words. You may also mail your letter to 
the Daily Citizen-News at P.O. Box 1167, Dalton, GA 30722.
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