
Game shows are a
popular sight on the
American cultural

landscape.
There are numerous games

that most Americans know
how to play because they
watch them on television.
Many of the hosts and models
on the show become celebri-
ties in their own right. And
the catchphrases make their
way into the vernacular of the
country. Can you identify the
shows from these phrases?

1. “Joker ... Joker ...
JOKER!”

2.“Come on DOWN!”
3. “Survey says!”
And even kids will start

humming the Final
“Jeopardy” time limit tune if
someone takes to long to
answer a question. The idea
of winning cash and prizes
while trying to become an
“American Ninja” by facing a
death defying series of physi-
cal feats, making a million by
answering brain numbing
trivia questions or signing
your own recording contract
by getting the most votes on
a singing competition, plays
into a fantasy version of
striking it rich. Popular, fun
and informative, there is
probably a game show for
just about everybody.

Game on
The first game show in our

area was probably the
Cherokee stickball game that
was like their version of
lacrosse. This was a rough
and tumble game that was
sometimes played to settle
disputes and even to avoid
war. That’s pretty high stakes.
They also had a giant marbles
game and a hoop rolling
game that they would bet on,
so any prizes were on the
side. When the pioneers came
through they brought cards,
dice and horse racing.
Hanging out at a traveler’s
tavern along the Old Federal
Road meant there might be a
game of some type to join or
just watch for entertainment.
There are games of skill (like
poker or a trivia game) and
games of chance (like dice)
or a combination of both (like
“Wheel of Fortune” where
you have to get a lucky spin
and solve the word puzzle).
There were contests in news-
papers, but game shows really
got going with the popularity
of radio and then television.

Growing up in Dalton in
the 1960s and ‘70s, my
buddy Allen Posten and I
watched a lot of the popular
game shows of the day. There
were shows such as “Match
Game,” “$10,000 Pyramid,”
“Let’s Make a Deal,”
“Jeopardy” and “Joker’s
Wild.” Living in a small
town, we daydreamed about
one day being on a game
show and winning big. Part of
the fun of the really success-
ful game shows is the ability
of the folks at home to play
along in their minds with the
on-camera contestants. We
love it when we get the
answer right and they miss it
and we yell, “I could have
won that car!” Allen never
got on a game show and these
days he can’t — it would
break the rules because now
he works on game shows!

LIVINGC
Online at www.daltonnow.comSunday, November 16, 2014

THE
TOWN
CRIER

Games that
people play

➣ Please see CRIER, 4C

Last month, I talked about home-
work tips. As a follow-up this
month, I would like to address what
to do if your child is struggling with
homework. Many children come
home with math problems they are
unable to solve, spelling words they

need to practice,
assignments they
don’t understand
and projects they
have to complete.

Homework
doesn’t have to be
horrible for you
or for your child.
Looking at your
child’s work helps
you understand
what he or she is
doing at school.

It’s also a great opportunity to
spend time focused on your child,
your relationship and the fact that
you are on his or her team. 

Homework should not be a pun-
ishment. Still, homework can strike
fear in the hearts of many parents.
You may not remember facts you
learned in school, like significant
military battles or how to cross-
multiply fractions. Some things you
learned are obsolete now. For exam-
ple, Pluto is no longer considered a
planet as it was demoted in 2006.

It’s enough to make even the
smartest grown-ups cringe. But
here’s the good news: When it
comes to homework help, asking
the right questions is more impor-
tant than knowing all the answers.

Use these smart questions to
direct your child’s work:

1. Do you have a written
assignment to follow? Students
may struggle with homework

because they don’t recall what they
were supposed to do. Make sure
your child knows what the assign-
ment is. Use the guidance provided
by the teacher so that all the objec-
tives are completed. Encourage
your child to track progress by
crossing off completed tasks. It
sounds simple, but these are very
important organizational skills.

2. Do you understand what
your teacher is asking you to do?
Even a detailed assignment won’t
help if your child doesn’t under-
stand it. Make sure your child
grasps the particulars before she
begins, so she doesn’t waste time
doing the wrong things. It’s impor-
tant to consult with the teacher if
unclear expectations are a problem
or if your child seems to have no
idea about how to do something.

3. What materials do you
need? Tracking down materials cre-
ates unnecessary distractions.
Encourage kids to gather supplies
before starting homework, so their
work isn’t interrupted by a frantic
search for the calculator, scissors or
glue stick. For easy access, keep

items that are often needed in a box
or homework caddy.

4. Are there words or ideas you
don’t know? Your child may get
stuck because he or she doesn’t
understand certain crucial concepts.
Help identify these obstacles and
search for clarifying information.
Encourage kids to find answers in
their textbooks or online, rather than
offering your interpretation. Students
who can find information on their
own become empowered learners.

5. Did you do similar problems
in class? Most homework assign-
ments are opportunities to practice
skills kids learned at school. Direct
your children to class notes and
worksheets for examples; then
review them together for a memory
refresher. Kids should repeat the in-
class procedures to solve homework
problems. Shortcuts may lead to
omissions or errors. Teachers often
require students to show the work
step-by-step.

6. What is the timeline for
completing this assignment? Kids
may fail to finish big projects
because they wait until the last
minute to begin. Older children
with assignments that may take sev-
eral days or weeks to complete will
probably need help in learning to
manage those assignments. You can
help your child learn to be a better
manager of time. Clarify steps your
child must accomplish and write
due dates on the calendar. Kids
should make their own deadlines for
initial steps, like gathering supplies
or doing research. Project planning
reduces stress for everyone.

7. How can we break this
homework or project into smaller
chunks? Breaking assignments into

segments can help kids get started
and maintain momentum. Divide
assignments into a list of tasks and,
if necessary, use a timer to stay on
track. It’s easier to read social stud-
ies for 15 minutes than to plod
through an entire 35-page chapter.
Short breaks between work periods
will allow kids to stretch and
refresh.

8. Where can you find the
answer to the question? Textbooks
use section headings, bold words,
text boxes, graphics and summaries
to present material in an accessible
way. Smart students use these tools
to locate answers quickly and to
organize information. Help your
child use textbook cues to hone
search skills, take notes and create
personal study guides. Structured
material is much easier to learn and
remember than unrelated ideas.

9. How did you get your
answer? Monitor the homework
process by checking kids’ work. If
there are errors, help kids self-cor-
rect by asking them to explain their
logic or to show you what source of
information they used. If your child
insists his wrong answer is right,
then let it go. Errors show the
teacher what needs to be covered
(again) in class.

10. Where can you go to get
extra help? Your child may be
anxious that there isn’t an instructor
standing by during homework. Let
her know it is OK to reach out to
you if she’s stuck. There’s no such
thing as a stupid question.

Tom Bartley is a retired educator
and currently works at the Family
Support Council. Contact him by
email at bartley10@windstream.net.

SUBMITTED BY KEEP DALTON-
WHITFIELD BEAUTIFUL

On Saturday, Oct. 25, 360 volun-
teers from Whitfield and Murray
counties participated in the 20th
annual Conasauga River Watershed
Clean-up. The event took place dur-
ing the United Way’s “Make A
Difference Day.” Volunteers spent
the morning removing trash, debris
and invasive plants from seven sites
in the two counties. Overall, volun-
teers collected and removed 10,630
pounds of trash, which included 20
tires.

Event organizers want to thank
everyone who participated and con-
tributed to the success of this year’s
event. The amount of clean-up time
donated by volunteers, approximate-
ly 1,440 hours, is valued at $29,908.
Volunteers received a T-shirt and a
2015 calendar or coffee mug cus-
tomized with images of the
Conasauga watershed in apprecia-
tion for their participation.

Organizers want to especially
thank this year’s funding sponsors:
Shaw Industries, J+J Flooring
Group, Dalton Utilities, Dalton-
Whitfield Solid Waste Authority,
Georgia Rivers Alive, The Nature
Conservancy and the Conasauga

River Alliance.
Also, they would like to recog-

nize these additional organizations
that helped coordinated the event:
Carpet & Rug Institute, Conasauga
River Alliance, Dalton State College,
Dalton Utilities, Dalton-Whitfield
Solid Waste Authority, Keep
Chatsworth-Murray Beautiful, Keep
Dalton-Whitfield Beautiful,
Limestone Valley Resource
Conservation and Development
Council, The Nature Conservancy

and Murray County Extension.
The Conasauga River, one of the

six most biologically diverse fresh-
water river systems in the United
States, supports 24 endangered
species and a dozen other imperiled
species, including the Southern pig-
toe mussel and the Conasauga log-
perch, a fish found nowhere else in
the world. The Conasauga
Watershed Clean-up has long been a
part of Rivers Alive, a statewide
campaign to clean and preserve

more than 70,000 miles of Georgia’s
rivers and streams.

Rivers Alive continues to be the
state’s and one of the South’s largest
volunteer efforts to beautify water
resources. So far this year, 8,900 vol-
unteers have participated in 192
clean-up events through out the state
and have removed 388,308 pounds
of garbage from Georgia waterways.
For more information about efforts
in other areas or the statewide cam-
paign visit www.riversalive.org.

Cleaning the river
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Top, volunteers removed 4,280 pounds of trash from Coahulla Creek at Prater’s Mill during the
Conasauga River Watershed Clean-up on Oct. 25. Above, volunteers at the Mill Creek tributary by
the Underwood Apartments in Dalton removed 2,560 pounds of trash and debris.

Volunteers help
with removing
trash and debris
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