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Viewpointsthe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

Get connected to the community
At United Way, we are 

in the business of build-
ing better futures. I love 
looking around our com-
munity and seeing so many 
people come together to 
develop plans to 
improve northwest 
Georgia. We are 
blessed to have 
local community 
leaders and mem-
bers volunteer 
their time, talents, 
and treasure to 
ensure our won-
derful legacy con-
tinues.

As I think 
about all of the 
things that make 
a community 
great, I always think of 
having a sense of belong-
ing. Finding a place where 
we feel valued and can 
contribute helps us feel 
connected to our com-
munity. At United Way, 
we offer many ways for 
people to get connected. 
We connect people with 
the opportunity to change 
lives, volunteers with the 
chance to do good, youth 

with leadership skills and 
development, and those in 
need with resources to give 
them a helping hand. The 
United Way of Northwest 
Georgia family is made up 

of many members 
who are all con-
nected through 
the common goal 
of fighting for the 
education, basic 
needs and health 
of every person in 
our community.

Our Young 
Leaders Society 
(YLS) is the 
perfect example 
of how to get 
connected. Young 
Leaders Society 

is committed to retaining 
young professionals in our 
community by connecting 
them to their peers and 
potential mentors. They 
are also given hands-on 
opportunities to see the 
impact that they have 
through giving, volun-
teering and advocating. 
YLS is focused on getting 
kids career and life-ready. 
This goal perfectly aligns 

with the mission of retain-
ing young professionals, 
because the same children 
we are impacting today are 
the future young leaders of 
tomorrow.

We invite you to join 
the United Way Young 
Leaders Society for The 
Great Gala on Feb. 23 
from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. at 
The Farm for an evening 
of fun, dancing, and all 
things 1920s. This event 
is open to everyone in 
the community. Tickets 
can be purchased through 
Feb. 15 at ourunitedway.
org. Tickets are $65 for 
YLS members and United 
Way Leadership Donors. 
Tickets include heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, beer, wine and a 
live jazz band.

We have many opportu-
nities throughout the year 
for you to get involved. 
You can join the Alexis de 
Tocqueville Society (a gift 
of $10,000-plus annually), 
the Women’s Leadership 
Council ($1,000-plus 
annually), the Leadership 
Giving Society ($1,000 
annually) or Young 

Leaders Society ($365-
plus annually and under 
age 40) or you can volun-
teer at ourunitedway.org/
volunteer to serve others. 
If you work here but don’t 
live here, we invite you to 
join us and get connected. 
You can help ensure that 
this community where you 
make your living is suc-
cessful into the future.

Last week, we 
announced that we exceed-
ed our $4.1 million goal. 
We are so thankful to each 
individual and company 
who partners with us to 
impact lives year round. 
We will be celebrating all 
of the donors and volun-
teers who helped make 
this happen at our Annual 
Meeting and Volunteer 
Awards on Tuesday, March 
5, at 3:30 p.m. at Stage 
123 in downtown Dalton. 
Please join us and learn 
how United Way is build-
ing a better future for our 
community!

Amanda Burt is pres-
ident of United Way of 
Northwest Georgia.

Secret recordings can 
protect public right to know

Sen. Jeff Mullis may mean well 
but he is wrong.

His push for Senate Bill 59 is 
misguided, if not dangerous.

In Georgia 
recordings of 
conversations 
between two or 
more people are 
legal so long as at 
least one party to 
the conversation 
knows it is being 
recorded.

Mullis wants 
to see lawmakers 
change that and 
make it illegal to 
record any con-
versation unless 
all parties know they are being 
recorded and consent to it, citing 
personal privacy concerns.

The problem, of course, is that 
sometimes bad actors need to be 
recorded in order to expose ethics 
violations, skullduggery and illegal 
activity.

Journalists often employ the use 
of recorders in deep dive investi-
gations intended to expose corrup-
tion, consumer fraud or attempts 
to circumvent the public’s right to 
know.

Georgia First Amendment 

Foundation President 
Richard Griffiths 
hit the nail square 
on the head when he 
told Atlanta Journal-
Constitution reporter 
Maya T. Prabhu the bill 
would hurt the public 
by impeding the ability 
of journalists to expose 
bad acts in government 
and the business world.

Griffiths told Prabhu 
in an interview this 
week, “Certainly folks 
who have done illegal 
things to people need 
to be brought to light by this kind 
of journalism. To essentially block 
that to avoid embarrassing public 
officials in the future is a very bad 
precedent to set.”

Griffiths called the bill “very 
bad for the public.”

Mullis has said that this pro-
posed legislation has nothing to do 
with Casey Cagle being secretly 
recorded and that recording dam-
aging his bid for the governor’s 
office in the runoff against Brian 
Kemp last year. Mullis seems to 
protest a bit too much, flatly deny-
ing that what happened to Cagle is 
his motivation for the legislation.

But the fact he supported Cagle 

casts a cloud on the tim-
ing of this ill-conceived 
bill that seems to have 
come out of nowhere.

Perhaps most disturb-
ing of all is the idea 
of requiring not only 
knowledge but consent 
by all parties. Who is 
ever going to consent to 
being recorded saying 
or doing something ille-
gal or unethical?

If this bill becomes 
law, will some lawmak-
er in the future try to 
place those same kinds 

of restrictions and standards on the 
release of other public records or 
recordings?

The Mullis measure is a slippery 
slope and an affront to the public’s 
right to know.

Senate Bill 59 is not good law 
and should be rejected by good 
lawmakers.

Jim Zachary is CNHI’s national 
deputy editor, regional editor for 
its Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, and Texas newspa-
pers and editor of The Valdosta 
Daily Times. He is vice president 
of the Georgia First Amendment 
Foundation.

Amanda
Burt

The Valdosta Daily 
Times on Black 
History Month:

It is February.
That means it is Black 

History Month.
Black History Month is 

observed each February 
across the United States to 
recognize the accomplish-
ments and contributions of 
black Americans since the 
forming of the nation.

Of course, everyone 
knows of Martin Luther 
King Jr. and Rosa Parks, — 
and rightly so — but they 
are far from being alone 
when it comes to important 
and meaningful contribu-
tions of black Americans.

While school children 
all know the names of 
Paul Revere, George 
Washington, Benjamin 
Franklin and Thomas 
Jefferson and the roles they 
played in American inde-
pendence, do they know 
about Crispus Attucks, 
who gave his life during 
the Boston Massacre? How 
many people know the 
story of this great black 
American?

When you think of the 
Revolutionary War, who 
do you see in your mind’s 
eye as you look over the 
battlefields of Lexington 
and Concord, Fort Henry 
or Savannah? More than 
likely you visualize young 
white men.

Are you aware that 
thousands of black soldiers 
fought for the very free-
doms they would later be 
denied?

When you think about 
the Industrial Revolution, 
do you see an emerging 
American economy built 
on the backs of black men, 
women and children? When 
you think of the ingenuity 
of great American inventors 
do you only think of men 
who looked like Thomas 
Edison? Or do you think of 
Lewis Latimer, a black man 
who invented the filament 
that made Edison’s light 
possible?

Do you know about 
Benjamin Banneker, the 
surveyor who designed 
Washington, D.C.?

Do you know about 
Norbet Rilleux who refined 
sugar?

Do you know about 
Granville T. Woods, the 
inventor of the steam boil-
er?

Do you know about 
Daniel Hale Williams, the 
first surgeon to operate on 
the human heart?

When you think of the 
great minds and educa-
tors in American History 
do the names Booker T. 
Washington, Carter G. 
Wood and W.E.B. Du Bois 
come to mind?

When you think of 
great American leaders 
walking government halls 
do the names of Robert 
C. Weaver, Edward W. 
Brooke, Thurgood Marshall 
or Patricia Roberts Harris 
come to mind?

When you think of great 
military leaders, the names 
you know include Douglas 
MacArthur, Dwight 
Eisenhower and Harry S. 
Truman. How about Brig. 
Gen. Benjamin O. Davis 
Sr.?

Along with Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Rosa 
Parks, all of these men 
and women were black 
but not merely great black 
Americans. There does not 
need to be any footnote or 
asterisk by their names. 
They were simply great 
Americans who did great 
things.

And they were black.
King and Parks did not 

fight the civil rights move-
ment alone. Men, women 
and children throughout 
the South and all across the 
U.S. made great sacrifice. 
Some gave their lives in the 

pursuit of equal rights.
When you think about 

the story of American his-
tory that most of us grew 
up with, it could be argued 
that every month is white 
history month, but this 
month educators will, and 
should, pay special atten-
tion to the contributions of 
black Americans.

Schools, churches, com-
munity groups and local 
governments will be recog-
nizing Black History Month 
throughout February.

We encourage our com-
munity to embrace celebra-
tions and history programs 
and to talk to young peo-
ple — all young people 
regardless of race — about 
the contributions these and 
other notable Americans 
have made in making our 
nation great.

The Brunswick 
News on the Port of 
Brunswick:

The Port of Brunswick 
continues to be one of the 
biggest economic engines 
for our area, and business 
just keeps booming.

Last week, Kia Motors 
Manufacturing Georgia 
announced its all new, eight 
passenger SUV — called 
the Telluride — will be 
shipped through the Port of 
Brunswick for global mar-
kets next month. The com-
pany’s chief administrative 
officer and vice president of 
Kia’s Georgia operations, 
Stuart Countess, was grate-
ful for the support the com-
pany has gotten from the 
Georgia Ports Authority.

“From our global supply 
chain to supporting our 
export of finished vehi-
cles to current and future 
markets, GPA will play an 
important role,” Countess 
said.

The announcement 
will also help the Port of 
Savannah, where parts to 
manufacture the Telluride 
will arrive. Griff Lynch, 
the executive director of the 
GPA, said Kia’s decision 
showcases the strengths of 
the two ports.

“Their decision to export 
the Telluride via Brunswick 
highlights the benefits of 
having North America’s 
largest port and largest 
auto port within 85 miles 
of each other,” Lynch said. 
“Georgia provides the total 
package when it comes to 
auto manufacturing and 
global distribution.”

That claim holds up 
when you look at the num-
bers. Georgia’s ports and 
inland barge terminals 
support more than 439,000 
jobs and contribute $25 bil-
lion in income, $106 billion 
in revenue and $2.9 billion 
in state and local taxes.

The future is looking 
even brighter for the Port of 
Brunswick.

In October, the author-
ity announced it plans to 
add 60 more usable acres 
of dockside space to the 
Colonel’s Island terminal, 
with most of it going to 
roll-on/roll-off space for 
vehicles. The GPA also has 
plans to nearly double the 
capacity at the Brunswick 
port from 800,000 to 1.5 
million by using an addi-
tional 400 acres.

The GPA continues to 
invest in the Brunswick 
port, and companies are 
taking notice. It is a simple 
equation to us — more cars 
plus more space equals a 
thriving economic engine 
for Brunswick.

The fact that the port of 
Brunswick is so popular 
should also encourage the 
federal government to keep 
providing the needed funds 
for the proper maintenance 
that will preserve the ship-
ping lanes that supply so 
many with opportunity. 
Without that, the port could 
lose some of its luster.

Jim
Zachary

WRITE TO US!
Send your letter to the editor to 

charlesoliver@dailycitizen.news.


