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Viewpointsthe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

Home for the holidays
This time of year we 

often gather together with 
our friends and families 
to celebrate the season. 
Many in our community 
do not have this simple 
luxury. They may 
be in a finan-
cial crisis with 
no place to call 
home, or they 
may not have a 
family to call 
their own.

As the mom of 
three children, 
one of the stories 
that has touched 
my heart the 
most this year is 
the story of the 
Dill family. Over 
the years, they’ve opened 
their home to countless 
children in foster care. 
Along the way, they’ve 
expanded their family.

The Dill family felt 
the desire to open their 
home to foster children 
when their son was young. 
Ashley and Jackie have 
fostered many children 
throughout the years, 

providing a safe and sta-
ble home during difficult 
times. In 2015, Peyton 
and Josiah, with the help 
of their Court Appointed 
Special Advocate 

(CASA), were 
placed in the 
care of Ashley 
and Jackie Dill. 
The next year, 
Charleigh, 
Lincoln and 
Lenna, with 
help from their 
CASA, were also 
placed in the care 
of Ashley and 
Jackie.

Through 
United Way com-
munity partner 

Family Support Council’s 
CASA program, the Dills 
were provided emotional 
support and advocacy for 
each child. The volun-
teers worked tirelessly to 
ensure the best interest 
of the children. Thanks 
to the CASA’s efforts, the 
Dills were able to adopt 
Peyton, Josiah, Charleigh, 
Lincoln and Lenna. 

Today, all five children 
are legally what they have 
been to each other all 
along: family.

I am so thankful for 
the programs that United 
Way supports that help 
stabilize families. We are 
in the business of build-
ing better futures. I can’t 
think of a better future 
than one where children 
are in a stable and loving 
home with their families.

United Way’s mission is 
simple: Improving lives. 
Inspiring donors. Uniting 
community. Last year, 
United Way touched the 
lives of more than 55,000 
of our friends and neigh-
bors right here at home. 
United Way’s strategic 
guidelines in our focus 
areas of education, basic 
needs and health serve as 
a compass for our invest-
ments. These are the build-
ing blocks of a good life.

• Education: Get kids 
ready for kindergarten, 
reading at grade level by 
third grade and graduating 
on time with the skills to 

be career and life-ready.
• Basic needs: Reduce 

the long-term need for 
food, housing and util-
ity assistance through 
life skills education and 
financial counseling.

• Health: Support pre-
vention services so youth 
and adults are healthy and 
avoid risky behaviors.

‘Tis the season of giv-
ing. Helping those in need 
in our community by part-
nering with United Way is 
the best place to start!

We have reached 
85 percent of our cam-
paign goal of $4.1 mil-
lion. Please join us so the 
Dill family and others 
may receive life changing 
programs and services 
throughout the year. Give 
online at ourunitedway.
org/give or mail a dona-
tion to United Way of 
Northwest Georgia, P.O. 
Box 566, Dalton, GA 
30722.

Amanda Burt is the 
president of United Way 
of Northwest Georgia.

National Climate Assessment
 a political hot potato

Timing is everything. Take for 
example the Trump administra-
tion’s decision to release the latest 
National Climate Assessment 
during last month’s Thanksgiving 
holiday. No shocker. The president 
and his team consistently dump 
unwelcome information at times 
they believe no one is pay-
ing attention.

Publication of the cli-
mate assessment is mandat-
ed by Congress. It has been 
released every four years 
since the requirement to 
do so was signed into law 
by President George H.W. 
Bush in 1990. That’s right, 
Bush 41, whose recent 
passing we as a nation are 
still mourning. Again, tim-
ing is everything. In this 
instance, it’s the perfect 
time to pause and consider 
the significance of this piece of leg-
islation.

The elder President Bush under-
stood the disastrous consequences 
of climate change. According to 
Monica Medina, a former princi-
pal deputy undersecretary of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, Bush 41 knew that 
global warming posed “a risk to our 
health, to our prosperity, and to our 
national security.”

President Bush’s commitment to 
the environment is in stark contrast 
to opinions expressed by the cur-
rent occupant of the Oval Office. 
When questioned about the climate 
report’s validity, President Trump 
reacted dismissively and said, “I 
don’t believe it.”

Climate change deniers like 
President Trump and many of his 
party’s leadership in Congress 
choose to pooh-pooh the findings 
of the climate assessment because it 
is contrary to “evidence” proffered 
by fossil fuel industry-affiliated 

experts and the special interests 
funding their careers. Their views 
are not predicated on potential 
environmental hazards or the health 
concerns of ordinary Americans. 
They are rooted in increased prof-
its; the public be damned.

The consequences of the admin-
istration’s recent actions 
and inactions relating to 
environmental regulation 
and its withdrawal from the 
Paris climate agreement 
are a far greater matter of 
national security than the 
attempts of undocumented 
immigrants to “invade” our 
southern border. They just 
don’t play as well with the 
Trump base.

Since the last climate 
assessment was released 
four years ago, states in the 
west and southwest have 

increasingly been subjected to dev-
astating droughts. Dwindling water 
supplies have affected the livelihood 
of farmers. Uncontrollable wildfires 
have taken a human toll, causing 
loss of life, property and natural 
resources.

Coastal flooding and erosion, 
which is attributed to a decrease in 
sea ice, have impacted Alaskans as 
well as Americans in offshore terri-
tories of the U.S., like Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands. Hotter tem-
peratures are life-threatening to both 
elderly and young Americans.

Scientists who contributed to 
the National Climate Assessment 
note that by 2050 those higher tem-
peratures and dramatic changes in 
rainfall will also reduce agricultural 
productivity and impact the health of 
livestock.

The report further notes that 
extreme weather events driven by 
global warming are “virtually cer-
tain to increasingly affect U.S. trade 
and economy, including import and 

export prices and businesses with 
overseas operations and supply 
chains.” We may expect shuttering of 
factories and a resultant hardship for 
American workers at home.

It’s quite possible that climate 
change will eventually have a greater 
negative impact on businesses large 
and small than the administration’s 
ill-conceived tariffs on imports, and 
its “America First” trade policies.

During the administration’s first 
two years, the wholesale elimina-
tion of regulations enacted by the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and other government institutions 
have removed safeguards meant to 
keep Americans healthy and secure. 
The economic health of American 
workers — not their employers — is 
often cited as the motivating factor 
behind these changes.

To varying degrees, all adminis-
trations pander to those whose finan-
cial support helped put and keep 
them in office. The Trump adminis-
tration is no different. Yet fixes that 
favor short-term corporate interests 
over those of ordinary Americans 
who voted for the president will 
inevitably yield economic conse-
quences that affect the bottom-line 
and well-being of us all.

Global warming and the environ-
ment need not be a political hot pota-
to. As the late President Bush told 
an audience 30 years ago, “Those 
who think we’re powerless to do 
anything about the greenhouse effect 
are forgetting about the White House 
effect.” In the wake of the latest 
National Climate Assessment, it is 
in everyone’s interests for the current 
occupant of that house to retake his 
temperature and reconsider his posi-
tion on climate change.

Blair Bess is an award-winning 
journalist and columnist. He can be 
reached at bbess@soaggragated.
com.
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The Savannah 
Morning News on 
death of former 
President George 
H.W. Bush:

President George H.W. 
Bush died Nov. 30, and as 
is often the case with the 
death of a significant world 
leader, the public has spent 
the days since debating his 
epitaph.

Oddly, many seem ready 
to chisel his long-ago 
dismissal of “the vision 
thing” on his tombstone.

Bush made the reference 
during a 1987 magazine 
interview in answering a 
question about whether he 
could inspire people. He’d 
go on to win the presiden-
tial election a year later, 
so he obviously connected 
with a significant portion 
of the American populace 
— or at least more so than 
his opponent, Michael 
Dukakis.

Remembering Bush 
now, though, we realize 
his vision for America was 
both explicit and poignant. 
He outlined it during his 
inauguration speech on 
Jan. 20, 1989.

“America is never whol-
ly herself unless she is 
engaged in high moral 
principle. We as a people 
have such a purpose today. 
It is to make kinder the 
face of the nation and gen-
tler the face of the world.”

Today, many find such 
a notion naive, even silly. 
“Kinder, gentler” is almost 
a joke in political circles, 
eliciting smirks, snorts and 
eye rolls. Power is some-
thing to be wielded, both 
within the federal bureau-
cracy and on the world 
stage.

Our “purpose today”? 
To win, no matter the 
arena.

Bush’s passing reminds 
us of leadership’s greater 
responsibilities.

Even as Bush is given 
a fond farewell, many 
Americans will remember 
Bush as much for his short-
comings as his accom-
plishments.

His re-election loss to 
Bill Clinton. His decision 
not to invade Iraq and 
remove Saddam Hussein 
after U.S. forces liberated 
Kuwait in the first Gulf 
War. His breaking his 
“read my lips” tax vow.

Yet, let us take a 
moment to consider the 
legacy of “kinder, gen-
tler.” He implemented 
that vision while in office, 
promoting democracy as 
the Iron Curtain fell and 
advocating for historically 
significant policy chang-
es, such as the Clean Air 
Act, among our country’s 
first serious efforts at 
environmental reform, as 
well as the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.

Even his reneging on his 
tax pledge proved a pru-
dent decision, at least in 
hindsight: The move was 
part of a compromise with 
Congressional Democrats 
to reduce the federal defi-
cit and contributed to his 
successor, Clinton’s, ability 
to balance the budget.

Another U.S. president, 
Jimmy Carter, summed up 
Bush’s presidential legacy 
in a statement issued.

“His administration 
was marked by grace, 
civility and social con-
science,” Carter said. Bush 
“espoused a uniquely 
American volunteer spirit, 
fostering bipartisan sup-
port for citizen service 
and inspiring millions to 
embrace community vol-
unteerism as a cherished 
responsibility.”

Bush lived his “kinder, 
gentler” mantra after leav-
ing office.

He became a fierce 
advocate for volunteerism 
with his Points of Light 
Foundation. He supported 
numerous educational pro-
grams, including the litera-
cy outreach championed by 
his wife, Barbara.

Bush is beloved at 
Morehouse College in 

Atlanta. He was instru-
mental in the founding 
and long-term success of 
the Morehouse School of 
Medicine. Bush endowed 
a professorship, in the 
field of neuroscience, at 
Morehouse.

Bush also exhibited a 
remarkable graciousness 
late in life. Clinton recent-
ly said of Bush, “This man 
who’d I’d always liked and 
respected and run against, 
I literally came to love. He 
can virtually do no wrong 
in my eyes.”

Bush’s final random act 
of kindness was to insist 
that our sitting president, 
Donald Trump, attend his 
funeral service. The ani-
mosity between the Bush 
family and Trump are well 
chronicled, highlighted 
by Trump’s belittling of 
Bush’s son, Jeb, during 
the 2016 presidential cam-
paign.

Trump did not attend 
the funeral of Bush’s wife, 
Barbara, earlier this year 
and wasn’t invited to the 
public farewell of another 
Republican scion, John 
McCain. Trump’s wife, 
Melania, did visit both 
services to pay the family’s 
respects.

But Bush made it known 
he wanted Donald Trump 
at his service. Bush never 
gave up on his “vision 
thing.”

Neither should we. Bush 
continues to inspire us, 
even in death.

The Brunswick 
News on the dangers 
of e-cigarettes:

Everybody knows about 
the dangers that ciga-
rettes pose on one’s body. 
According to the Center for 
Disease Control, more than 
480,000 deaths each year 
in the United States. That 
is more deaths than alcohol 
use, illegal drug use and 
motor vehicle accidents.

New ways have been 
devised to help people 
get their nicotine fits. 
E-cigarettes, devices that 
heat a liquid into an aerosol 
that users can inhale, have 
become a popular trend 
in America, particularly 
among teens and young 
adults.

The misconception about 
e-cigarettes is that they are 
somehow better for you 
than cigarettes. According 
to a U.S. Surgeon General 
report released in 2016, that 
couldn’t be further from the 
truth.

E-cigarettes, like their 
namesake, contain nicotine. 
The dangerous substance 
has been making people 
addicted to cigarettes for 
years.

The fact that it is now 
available in liquid and aero-
sol form doesn’t make it 
any safer.

The harshest of nico-
tine’s side effects occur on 
younger people. The sur-
geon general said that youth 
and young adult brains are 
uniquely at risk from long-
term, long-lasting effects 
of nicotine because they 
are still developing. Those 
issues include nicotine 
addiction, mood disorders 
and a permanent lowering 
of impulse control.

The aerosol from e-cig-
arettes are also incredibly 
dangerous. Along with nic-
otine, other chemicals like 
diacetyl, found in flavoring, 
have been linked to serious 
lung disease, according to 
the surgeon general.

Another chemical e-cig-
arettes could expose users 
to is benzene, an organic 
compound usually found in 
car exhaust and heavy met-
als. If you wouldn’t wrap 
your mouth around a car 
exhaust, you should proba-
bly stay away from a vape 
pen, too.

It’s important to educate 
children, teens and young 
adults on the dangers of 
vaping. Something that 
looks cool on TV or social 
media could have lasting 
effects on their bodies for 
the rest of their lives.


