
BY MITCH TALLEY
Whitfield County Director of

Communications

Those extra pennies of sales tax
collected from 2008 to 2010 are still
paying dividends for motorists in
Whitfield County.

Just look for the special signs
placed recently at the completed
projects by the county’s Public
Works Department that feature a
photo of a shiny penny and the
words “Improvements Made
Possible by 2007-2010 SPLOST.”

The special purpose local option
sales tax, approved by voters in
2007, wound up collecting $51 mil-
lion during the three years, enough 

BY CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — A forum with
Republican Gov. Nathan Deal and
Democratic challenger Jason
Carter turned contentious Monday
over public education as each
attacked the other’s record and
questioned his opponent’s plans to
improve it.

It was the first time both candi-
dates have shared a stage ahead of
the Nov. 4 election as they battled

over one of the major issues in this
year’s governor’s race before an
audience of educators.

Deal argued he has shielded
public education from cuts that
other parts of state government
had to deal with after the past
recession, saying he increased
education spending every year he’s
been in office. Meanwhile Carter, a 
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SINKING FEELING
Whitfield County Public Works

crews discover five-foot-deep sinkhole
in the middle of Underwood Road.
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Whitfield County deputies
arrested a man after receiving 911
reports that he was attempting to
enter a home and possibly had a
knife. During the arrest, deputies
also found meth.

Terry Lee Mulkey, 48, of 531
Cash Road S.E., Calhoun, was

arrested late Sunday night along
with Tawanna Stanley, 31, of 100
Pine Chapel Road, Calhoun.

The 911 center reported to
deputies that Mulkey was making
threats to kill a woman at the home
and then left in a blue BMW. The
incident report stated deputies
found the car, driven by Stanley, at
Kangaroo Express at 3608
Chatsworth Highway.

Police asked Stanley if there
were any weapons in the car and she
answered “no.” Mulkey was asked if
he had a knife and he said he did
not. A deputy saw a large knife
showing from under the driver’s seat
and about that time, Mulkey reached

for the knife, but stopped after a
deputy ordered him to. 

Deputies detained Mulkey and
Stanley and found a glass pipe com-
monly used for drugs on Stanley.
Capt. Rick Swiney with the
Whitfield County Sheriff’s Office

said deputies searched the BMW,
registered to Mulkey, and found
half an ounce of meth and four
tablets of Xanax. They also found a
“special conditions of bond” docu-
ment ordering Mulkey to stay away
from the woman at the house he
reportedly attempted to enter.

Swiney said Mulkey violated a
family violence order on Sept. 8
and was released on bond with the
condition that he stay away from
the woman. 

Stanley told deputies she
dropped Mulkey off at the house,
drove around the block and picked
him up. Mulkey told deputies he
was at the residence “to buy dope.”

He said he knocked at the door and
left when he was told to. Mulkey
said he knew the woman lived at
the residence but didn’t know she
was home. 

Mulkey and Stanley were taken to
the county jail and remain in custody. 

Mulkey is charged with aggra-
vated stalking, possession of meth,
possession of meth to distribute,
possession of a schedule 4 barbitu-
rate and possession of tools for the
commission of a crime. 

Stanley is charged with posses-
sion of meth, possession of meth
with intent to distribute and posses-
sion of tools for the commission of
a crime.

Deputies arrest man for
aggravated stalking
Drugs also
involved

Mulkey Stanley

SPLOST projects make dramatic
improvements to county roads

Deal, Carter duel
over education
at Atlanta forum

GEORGIA

AP PHOTO

State Sen. Jason Carter, left, speaks as his opponent,
Republican Gov. Nathan Deal, right, and moderator Charles
Richardson look on during a forum sponsored by the state’s
largest teachers association on Monday in Atlanta.

➣ Please see FORUM, 3A

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

The improvements to the road and infrastructure at the Dunagan Road Bridge, above, were made
possible by SPLOST funds. The bridge was badly in need of repair several years ago, below.

➣ Please see SPLOST, 9A



SUBMITTED BY WHITFIELD
COUNTY GOVERNMENT

Whitfield County Public
Works crews went out
Monday morning thinking
they were going to repair a
small hole in the middle of
Underwood Road, probably
caused by a loose cross
drain pipe underneath the
pavement.

Once they began work,
though, they discovered that
a long, slow washout had
been hidden under the pave-
ment, probably for years.

Fortunately, they discov-
ered the situation before the
road collapsed into what
turned out to be a five-foot-
deep sinkhole.

The road will be closed
for the rest of this week for
repairs, according to Public
Works Director DeWayne
Hunt.

“We’ll begin replacement
as soon as all utilities have
been marked,” Hunt said
Monday morning. “This has
occurred over several years
— it’s not a recent incident.”

Hunt believes the problem
could have been aided by a
leak in the 12-inch water
main along the east side of
the road through the years,
and water may have followed
stump holes and roots
wrapped around the water
main. Various tunnels lead
away from the hole on the

inlet end.
County crews plan to

repair the problem by replac-
ing the metal drain pipe with
a concrete pipe, then re-pave
that section of Underwood,
with the road slated to be
open again by Friday, or
sooner.

The road had been re-
paved last year, but the dam-
age was not discovered at
that time since it was hidden
under the ground and there
were no signs of a problem.

“We didn’t replace the
tile at that time because the
existing tile has no damage
and still has most of the
coating on it,” Hunt said.
“There was no washout on
either end of the tile and no

visible sediment on the out-
let end to match the loss
under the road.”
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• Leanna Autumn
Bailey, 22, 1668
Woodlawn Road,
Chatsworth, was charged
Friday by the Murray
County Sheriff’s Office
with possession of less
than an ounce of marijuana
and theft by taking.

• Jonathan Michael
Fiorito, 20, 643 Pine Oaks
Drive, Tunnel Hill, was
charged Sunday by the
Tunnel Hill Police
Department with posses-
sion of less than an ounce

of marijuana and probation
violation.

• Larry Tyler Gentry, 19,
3433 Cleveland Highway,
Dalton, was charged
Sunday by the Georgia
State Patrol with possession
of a schedule 2 drug, pos-
session of less than an
ounce of marijuana and
DUI (drugs). 

• Melissa Hefner, 30,
1285 Mauldin Road-28,
Calhoun, was charged
Sunday by the Dalton
Police Department with
possession of meth and
possession and use of drug-
related objects.

• William Doyle Payne,
43, 103 Green Drive,
Dalton, was charged
Sunday by the Murray
County Sheriff’s Office
with open container and
driving while license is sus-
pended or revoked. 
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Today’s Citizen
NAME: Jenna
Hamlin
AGE: 11
HOME: Dalton
FAMILY: Scott, dad;
Andrea, mom;
Matthew, brother;
Allison, sister
SCHOOL: Antioch
Elementary
PLAY: My Little
Pony, soccer, softball
and Girl Scouts
SHE SAID: “Love
everyone.”

BY STEENA HYMES
steenahymes@daltoncitizen.com

The Whitfield County
Board of Commissioners has
named a sole finalist for chief
appraiser for the assessor’s
office and could make a deci-
sion in as soon as two weeks.

Ashley W. O’Donald, the
chief appraiser in Gordon
County, was the standout
candidate, Commission
Chairman Mike Babb said.
Though announcements are
usually made for the final
three, final two and then the
sole finalist, Babb said
O’Donald was a strong
enough candidate that nar-
rowing it down to a final
three and a final two wasn’t
necessary.

“We decided that rather
than decide on three people
when we knew this was the
one that stood out, to just go
ahead and announce the one,”
Babb said.

Babb said two weeks have
to pass after the announce-
ment before a decision can be
made to appoint the chief
appraiser. He added that noth-
ing is official until O’Donald
accepts the position.

Babb said O’Donald’s
resume set him apart from
the other applicants.
Whitfield County Human
Resources Director Jackie
Carlo said applications were
accepted for a month and 30
were received. From those,
five people were interviewed.

O’Donald’s resume says
he has been the chief
appraiser in Gordon County
since 2010 and was the chief
appraiser in Dade County
between August 2004 and
October 2007. He was a
sales ratio appraiser at the
Georgia Department of
Audits and Accounts from
October 2007 to 2010. He
has experience as a sergeant
and squad leader in the

Georgia Army National
Guard for 10 years. He was
deployed to Iraq from
January 2005 to May 2006,
and was deployed to Bosnia
from December 2000 to
December 2001, his resume
said. 

Babb said O’Donald’s
supervisory experience from
the military made him a
strong candidate. 

O’Donald studied busi-
ness administration at Dalton
State College from August
1999 to May 2006, and has
taken numerous courses on
appraising and assessment at
the Georgia Department of
Revenue since December
2001, according to his
resume.

The position of chief
appraiser has been vacant
since Trammell Suddeth
retired on Sept. 1 after 30
years. Suddeth was with the
tax assessor’s office for 45
years.

Sole finalist named for
county chief appraiser

WHITFIELD COUNTY

ATLANTA (AP) —
Former President George H.W.
Bush made it official Monday,
endorsing Republican busi-
nessman David Perdue over
the CEO of a nonprofit he
founded, Democrat Michelle
Nunn, in Georgia’s closely
watched Senate race.

Bush praised Perdue’s
success in the private sector,
adding Perdue “will be an
independent voice for
Georgia while working for
positive solutions to our
toughest challenges.” The

move was widely expected as
Bush had earlier pledged to
support the GOP nominee.  

The Georgia race has
national implications, with
Democrats seeing Nunn as
one of their best chances to
thwart GOP plans to take
control of the Senate. 

Nunn, daughter of former
Sen. Sam Nunn, has been on
leave from Points of Light
since announcing her cam-
paign. Nunn said she has
“enormous respect” for the
former president.

Whitfield crews repairing
sinkhole in Underwood Road

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

A five-foot-deep sinkhole was discovered below
Underwood Road.

Ex-president backs Perdue



SUBMITTED BY MFG
CHEMICAL

Through an endowment
that will enhance the caliber
of faculty within Auburn
University’s Samuel Ginn
College of Engineering,
Charles E. and Carol Ann
Gavin of Dalton have created
a faculty chair within the col-
lege. The inaugural recipient
of the Gavin Chair is Bruce
Tatarchuk, director of
Auburn’s Microfibrous
Materials Manufacturing
Center and professor of
chemical engineering.

Gavin, chairman of the
board for MFG Chemical
Inc., received a bachelor’s
degree in textile management
from Auburn University in
1959, as well as an executive
MBA from the University of
North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. He has held a number of
senior-level positions within
the carpet and chemical
industries including vice
president of manufacturing
for Columbus Mills and vice
president/director of dyeing
for Coronet Industries. In
1981, he formed MFG
Chemical, providing custom
manufacturing for a broad
segment of the chemical
industry and producing a
wide range of surfactants and
polymers in three manufac-
turing plants based in Dalton.

During his career, Gavin
was instrumental in new
developments in acid-dyed
carpet lines and the dyeing of
polyester carpet. In 2003, he
was named Auburn
University’s Outstanding
Textile Engineering
Alumnus. He is a past presi-
dent and treasurer of the
American Association of
Textile Chemists and
Colorists (AATCC), and has
served as chair of the
AATCC Foundation, being
the first contributor in its for-
mation. He was named treas-
urer emeritus upon his retire-
ment. In addition, Gavin has
been recognized with the
organization’s Chapin Award
for his many years of service
to the industry. 

The Gavins’ previous con-
tributions to Auburn include
the Charles E. Gavin III
Textile Chemistry
Scholarship, made through the

Alabama Textile Education
Foundation, as well as schol-
arships in the Department of
Polymer and Fiber
Engineering and the
Department of Chemical
Engineering. In addition, their
gift to the construction of the
Shelby Center for Engineering
Technology resulted in the
naming of a classroom and the
Dean of Engineering office
suite in their honor.

An endowed faculty posi-
tion epitomizes academic
excellence for the recipient,
and a devotion to providing a
quality education to Auburn
students by the donor. These
endowments are critical to
recruiting and retaining the
best faculty, and represent a
philanthropic investment in
students’ experience in the
classroom and the universi-
ty’s potential through
research and outreach.

“It is imperative that the
College of Engineering attract
and retain faculty members
who have demonstrated high
levels of academic achieve-
ment,” said Christopher B.
Roberts, dean. “The Gavins’
gift is critical to our ability to
build an exceptional faculty,
and Dr. Tatarchuk represents
the caliber of faculty we are
committed to support on our
Auburn campus.”

Tatarchuk, who holds the
doctoral degree in chemical
engineering from the
University of Wisconsin,
began his career at Auburn in
1982. He has been instrumen-
tal in the development of a
number of patents and inven-
tions at Auburn, and is widely

recognized as a leading author-
ity on microfibrous materials
used in air handling, as well as
fuel reforming and processing
and fuel cell systems.

“Bruce is one of the most
creative and innovative facul-
ty members I have had the
pleasure of knowing as a col-
league,” Roberts said of the
appointment. “His perform-
ance over the years has been
recognized at the university
level and beyond, and his
reputation in graduate educa-
tion is beyond question.”

Tatarchuk has received
numerous awards for innova-
tions in research including
Auburn’s Creative Research
Award, the College of
Engineering Research Award
of Excellence and the U.S.
Department of Energy
Industrial Energy Efficiency
Award.

“Carol Ann and I are
extremely pleased to be able to
make this gift to the College of
Engineering,” said Gavin. “I
credit my own success in the
industry to the solid founda-
tion that I was given at Auburn,
and I believe in the goals that
Dean Roberts has set for both
himself and the college as it
moves to the next level of engi-
neering education.”

Faculty endowments
enable Auburn University to
recruit educators in key aca-
demic and research disci-
plines by providing resources
for competitive salary pack-
ages, technology in the class-
room, state-of-the-art equip-
ment for research and out-of-
the-classroom educational
opportunities.

House moves
ahead on Syrian
rebel training

WASHINGTON —
Lawmakers raced Monday
to authorize an expanded
mission to arm and train
moderate Syrian rebels
before heading back to the
campaign trail, with House
Republicans preparing leg-
islation backing a central
plank of President Barack
Obama’s strategy against
the Islamic State group.

The Obama adminis-
tration says the training
operation is needed to
establish credible, local
ground forces to accompa-
ny U.S. air strikes against
the militants who have
conquered large parts of
Iraq and Syria, beheaded
two American journalists
and become a top U.S. ter-
rorism threat in the region
and beyond. The House
and Senate are both on a
tight schedule, looking to
wrap up work Friday
before an almost two-
month recess in prepara-
tion for November’s
midterm elections.

The authorization under
consideration will likely
be included as an amend-
ment to a spending bill
Congress must pass to
keep the government open
until mid-December. That
would give lawmakers the
opportunity to hold a sepa-
rate debate and vote on the
matter — something mem-
bers of both parties want.

Two Vietnam War
soldiers receive
Medal of Honor 

WASHINGTON —
Two Vietnam War soldiers
— one still living, one
killed in action — received
the Medal of Honor in a
White House ceremony on
Monday, nearly 50 years
after they threw them-
selves into harm’s way to
protect their brothers in
combat. President Barack
Obama praised the soldiers
as patriots whose sacrifices
had never been fully real-
ized by a nation divided
over the legacy of the
Vietnam War.

Army Command Sgt.
Maj. Bennie G. Adkins
survived his injuries.
Army Spc. Donald P. Sloat
did not. It took an act of
Congress to allow each to
receive the medal so many
decades after the fact.

“Over the decades, our
Vietnam veterans didn’t
always receive the thanks
and respect they deserved.
That’s a fact,” Obama
said. “But as we have been
reminded again today, our
Vietnam vets were patriots
and are patriots.”

N. California
wildfire burns
100 homes

WEED, Calif. — A fire
driven by fierce winds
raced through a small town
near the Oregon border on
Monday, burning a church
to the ground, damaging or
destroying 100 homes and
prompting evacuation
orders for at least 1,500
people, authorities said.

This tiny town near the
base of Mount Shasta in
the Cascade Mountains
was under siege from a
350-acre blaze that surged
toward and through it
through timberland.

The town sawmill
caught fire, and a Catholic
church was destroyed.

Apple: U2 album
accessed by 33
million users

NEW YORK — Apple
Inc. says 33 million iTunes
account holders have
accessed U2’s free album.

The company issued a
statement Monday from
Senior Vice President Eddy
Cue with the first usage
numbers for the surprise
“Songs of Freedom”
release by the company.
Apple gave the album to
500 million iTunes account
holders last week during
the company’s iPhone 6
unveiling news conference. 

— The Associated Press
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state senator, described
what he called “the worst
contraction of public educa-
tion in our state” in years.

“Every educator that I
know and most of the par-
ents I know would be
shocked to hear that they
have been spared cuts,”
Carter said. “To make
excuses about what we’ve
tried and what we’ve done
and to say we have
increased the amount every
year just doesn’t deal with
... what teachers and par-
ents are seeing in their
schools.”

The race has largely
shaped up to be a debate on
the economy and education,
with Deal arguing that
Georgia is moving in the
right direction on job cre-
ation and education spend-
ing after a few tough years.
He said Carter hasn’t
explained how he would
pay for an increase in pub-
lic education funds.

“The question that still
remains is, are you simply
going to make promises?”
Deal said. “Without ways to
implement those promises
that will never relieve
teachers of the burdens they
currently bear.”

Carter detailed his pro-
posal to require state law-
makers to set an education
budget first before setting
the rest of the governor’s
spending priorities. Deal
said that plan hasn’t worked
in other states and ques-
tioned why Carter voted for
his first three budgets and

not his most recent with a
large increase in funding
for public education.

After the debate, Carter
said he had voted for the
first three budgets in a spir-
it of bipartisanship since
they generally pass unani-
mously but decided he
couldn’t do it anymore after
touring the state and hear-
ing from educators and par-
ents about growing class
sizes, teacher furloughs and
reduced school days.

Carter also argued the
loss in state education fund-
ing has forced counties to
raise local property taxes to
make up the difference.

“We’ve watched them
cut days and we’ve watched
them raise taxes. And that’s
Gov. Deal’s plan for fund-
ing education,” Carter said.

Deal said Georgia was
hit harder by the recession
than “virtually any other
state” and touted his job
creation focus for allowing
the state to increase educa-
tion spending as much as it
did. He added his budgets
have averaged about 54 per-
cent of all spending on edu-
cation while noting that
funding went down when
Carter’s grandfather, former
President Jimmy Carter,
was Georgia’s governor.

The forum was hosted
by the Professional
Association of Georgia
Educators, the largest
teachers’ group in the state.
Libertarian candidate
Andrew Hunt, the former
CEO of an Atlanta nan-
otechnology firm, wasn’t
invited.

NATION Forum: Carter and
Deal debate issues
➣ Continued from page 1A

SUBMITTED BY BRITTANY
PITTMAN

Murray County sole
commissioner

About 100 cyclists enjoyed
a day of beautiful weather and
scenic rides during the first
Bike Around Murray (BAM)
road cycling event sponsored
by the Northwest Georgia
Healthcare Partnership
recently.

Calling it a “great event
that will help educate the
public on the problem of dia-
betes and how to deal with
it,” Partnership Executive
Director Greg Dent praised
the volunteers who helped
with the event and predicted
that BAM will become a
much beloved tradition in
northwest Georgia.

The event included 10-
mile, 22-mile, 50-mile and
74-mile biking courses
throughout the area, with the

most challenging ride being
the 74-mile ride that included
the steep incline up Fort
Mountain.

Spencer Whittier and Ali
Whittier were “crowned”
King and Queen of Fort
Mountain for being the first
male and female riders to
reach the top.

“We are so glad to begin
this tradition, and we hope to
use this as an economic tool
for years to come to bring
people to Murray County,”
said Brittany Pittman, the
Murray County sole commis-
sioner who serves on the
partnership’s Board of
Directors. “Once people
from outside the northwest
Georgia region have an
opportunity to see what our
community has to offer in
terms of beautiful landscapes
and natural resources, we
feel certain that they will

come back again and again.”
Bike Around Murray was

partially funded by the
Together on Diabetes grant
funding that was awarded to
Murray County last year, a
grant that is supported by the
Centers for Disease Control,
the Appalachian Regional
Commission and the Bristol-
Myers Squibb Foundation
with the goal of preventing
and controlling diabetes in
Murray County, which has an
incidence rate of diabetes
higher than the national aver-
age.

Diabetes is a serious dis-
ease in which the body cannot
properly control the amount
of sugar in the bloodstream
due to a lack of or improperly
regulated insulin. Left
untreated, diabetes can cause
such conditions as blindness
and circulatory disease, and
can even result in early death.

Murray County hosts
first Bike Around Murray

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

About 100 cyclists participated in the first Bike Around Murray road cycling
event that was partially funded by the Together on Diabetes grant.

SUBMITTED BY THE
DOLLAR GENERAL

LITERACY FOUNDATION

The Dollar General
Literacy Foundation has
awarded Cohutta
Elementary School a youth
literacy grant in the amount
of $2,000 to support its
Read to Succeed Program.

Youth literacy grants
from the foundation help
provide teachers, schools
and organizations with the
funding and resources they
need to properly begin the
school year.

“Youth literacy grants

from the Dollar General
Literacy Foundation make a
distinct impact on the com-
munities we serve by sup-
porting programs that
improve education and
enhance literacy,” said Rick
Dreiling, Dollar General’s
chairman and CEO. “At
Dollar General, we are pas-
sionate about our mission
of serving others and it’s
exciting to see the real dif-
ference literacy and learn-
ing make in people’s lives.”

Applications for adult,
family, summer and youth
literacy grants will be avail-
able in January 2015.

Cohutta Elementary
receives grant for
literacy programDalton couple creates faculty

chair for engineering program

AUBURN UNIVERSITY
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Chatsworth Elementary School recently hosted a
Grandparents Lunch. Students were able to eat
lunch with their grandparents to honor the special
day. Jaxson and Jagger Reed spent time with
grandparents Roy and Pam Bishop.

Grandparents Day



The “indefinite suspension”
of Baltimore Ravens running
back Ray Rice for knocking
out his then-fiancée, now wife,
in an elevator at an Atlantic
City casino has again provoked
debate about domestic violence
and what the National Football
League tolerates when it
affects a star player.

Ravens head coach John
Harbaugh, who last spring tes-
tified to Rice’s good character,
says a new video has “changed
things.” Rice was initially suspended
for two games after part of a video
showed Rice dragging fiancée Janay
Palmer from the elevator. When TMZ
released the rest of the video, it showed
Rice punching Palmer in the face inside
the elevator, knocking her unconscious.
The video also shows her spitting at
him and both of them exchanging
obscenities.

How does one parse domestic vio-
lence? Footage of a player dragging an
unconscious woman from an elevator
gets the player a two-day suspension,
but footage of the act that put her in
that condition gets him suspended
indefinitely? If Condoleezza Rice were
the commissioner of the NFL, as the
former secretary of state has said she
might like to be, or if any other woman
held that office, the first response to the
video would likely have been less
indulgent toward Rice.

Incredibly, Rice’s wife has apolo-
gized for contributing to Rice’s behav-

ior. This is like apologizing to
a street thug for getting in the
way of his knife or gun.
Unfortunately, too many
women enable their violent
boyfriends or husbands by
blaming themselves, either
because of low self-esteem, or
in some instances because they
become accustomed to a lavish
lifestyle.

There is no excuse other
than legitimate life-preserving
self-defense for a man becom-

ing physically violent toward a woman.
In the high-paying and privileged
atmosphere of the NFL, players have a
responsibility to behave themselves in
ways that do not damage their teams,
the sport or the willingness of fans to
shell out a lot of money that contributes
to riches these players could earn
nowhere else.

Hollywood once had its film stars
sign contracts that included morals
clauses. Maybe the NFL should consid-
er an updated version of such clauses
to project a better image and encourage
players not to engage in self-destructive
(and otherwise destructive) behavior.

While most NFL players are respon-
sible citizens, and some have used
social media to denounce Rice’s behav-
ior, the culture from which many play-
ers emerge ought to be indicted for its
contributions to the violence that
occurs too often off the field.

The demeaning language applied to
women in rap music has been chroni-

cled for many years. Few of the words
can be printed here. Google “gangsta
rap lyrics” if you need a lesson in what
contributes to this devaluing of women.

After part of the video was released
last spring, Ray Rice and Janay Palmer
appeared together before the media.
Rice apologized for his behavior but
not to Palmer. He simply thanked her.
Rice said, “I want to thank her for lov-
ing me when I was weak and building
me when I was strong.”

Writing on the website www.sports-
grid.com, Jake O’Donnell commented
“this is how abusive relationships hap-
pen. Woman gets beat unconscious.
Clearly is victim. Develops Stockholm
Syndrome. Somehow feels responsible.
Apologizes.”

Players should be told they are part
of a unique club and bad behavior will
cost them more than fines and brief
suspensions. They need counseling
about money (former Washington
Redskins head coach Joe Gibbs has
taught such courses to that team’s
young players) and especially about
women.

If the NFL wants to help itself in
this area more, women should be put in
positions of power where they could
not only provide a useful check on
players but on the predominately male
management that has for too long made
excuses for outrageous and even crimi-
nal behavior.

Readers may email Cal Thomas at
tcaeditors@tribune.com.
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Cal
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Too many women enable their
violent partners by self-blaming

ANOTHER VIEW

September is National Campus Safety
Awareness Month, which calls attention to crime
prevention on college and university campuses.

The call for safety extends beyond campuses
and out into the community as well.

Fall semester brings an influx of new faces to
town, many of whom are young students often
away from home for the first time. Campus, and the
community that surrounds it, becomes their new
home. This is worth particular emphasis as local
downtown establishments are heavily frequented by
students. Recent discussion among local police
about the possibility of downtown security cameras
would be an added deterrent against criminal activi-
ty. According to national statistics, the majority of
crime incidents involving college students occur
off-campus and most often happen at night.

We all must remember to be watchful of our
surroundings when we are out, particularly at
night, and this is of increased importance for stu-
dents who are new to the community and not quite
as familiar with the landscape.

It’s important to travel in groups whenever pos-
sible, especially at night. If it’s not possible,
always let someone know and have a plan or time-
line for possible return. Unfortunately, no college
campus is immune to the crimes of the real world,
and we all must keep that in mind. The potential
threat could be a gunman, a burglar or attacker or
someone living in a dorm.

Despite efforts by campus police and local
authorities, incidents do occur. To prevent them,
it’s vital that campus police, local law enforcement
and the community work together. If any of us see
suspicious activity, it’s important to report it to
police or the appropriate authorities.

Efforts to maintain a safe campus are most suc-
cessful when the community encourages campus
staff, administration, students, parents and com-
munity groups to collaborate.

The Union-Recorder (Milledgeville)

Be aware, safe

“I take issue with the IRS clos-
ing of the Dalton office saying ‘...
at one time Dalton was a very
busy office, but now it is only
open just one day a week
(Wednesday).’ Because the office
is only open on Wednesday and
staffed by one person, it is a very
busy office. My most recent expe-
rience bears that out. I arrived one
day at 10 a.m. and was told that I
should come back at 1 p.m. since
there were so many people ahead
of me and that the office closes
for lunch from noon to 1. Upon
returning at 1, I found 10 people

standing outside the office. I was
there for several hours getting my
issue handled, which ironically
was an error created by the IRS.”

“I think the entire IRS should
be closed down permanently. This
organization has proven that they
can no longer be trusted by their
repeated targeting of conserva-
tives and those with whom the
Obama administration disagrees
and sees as enemies. They are no
longer an American institution
but a weapon of far-left ideology
and their total lack of morals.”

Editor’s note:
Please keep

your comments
brief. If you

include a name,
please spell it.

Phone:
(706) 272-7748

Email:
editorial@daltoncitizen.com

Online:
http://tinyurl.com/ohwvseo

“The lack of concern for tax-
payers is offensive but just anoth-
er indication of a large govern-
mental agency grown out of con-
trol. Take notice, America, our
future health care system will be
run in the same manner as the
IRS.”

“Government in motion: I
have owned computers since the
TI-99 and Gateway original in
1985 and had only one hard
drive failure in all those years. I
managed to recover all my files
and am not an IT person. IRS
wants us to believe all those peo-
ple had hard drive failures and
they could not recover the data.
More bull hockey from
Democratic bureaucrats.”

“The reason people don’t see
the poverty in this area is because
wealthy people are blind. They
live in their little bubbles and the
wealthy take care of the wealthy.”

“In regards to the headline
‘Congress is back,’ everyone, hold
onto your wallets.”

“I had to help my great-grand-
son with his math homework. Let

me tell you, folks, Common Core
is the pits. I have never seen such
a mixed up, absolutely ridiculous
mess in my life. What was wrong
with 2+2=4? It sure worked for a
long time.”

“Once again, the armchair
economists believe that employee
pay is 100 percent of the overhead
for a business. I believe that more
workers making more money is
better for the nation than a select
few having unimaginable riches.
It seems like many, if not most,
people in north Georgia favor
returning to a feudal economy,
though.”

“Mr. Editor, since you seem to
have all the answers, what is
going in at the parking lot next to
where Frank’s Pharmacy used to
be across from the old Coca-Cola
Co.?”

Editor’s note: An Advance
Auto Parts.

“I would follow local speed
limits if they were set by traffic
engineers using the ‘85th per-
centile rule’ instead of politicians
trying to help law enforcement
drum up revenue. Remember

when the speed limit on the
Cleveland Highway was dropped
to 45 mph after it was widened?
You can’t tell me that was any-
thing but a handout to local
police. The Cleveland Highway
should be 55 mph from the state
line until it nears Dawnville
Road.”

“I would rather have a vegetar-
ian-style establishment that would
help us be healthy! Not some out-
rageously expensive fast food
joint that contributes to poor
health. Hey, maybe there could be
a place that teaches people how to
cook healthy meals or where you
can order take-out healthy
meals!”

“I can identify with the Forum
commenter on Sept. 10. I’m mid-
dle of the road, too, not very poor,
not very rich. But, which am I
more probably to become? Win
the lottery or get hit and badly
injured by an impaired driver, or
get cancer or some other expen-
sive disease or suffer from a natu-
ral disaster? If I continue to be
blessed and stay in the middle,
which of the two, rich or poor,
need my help most?”

Send your letter to the editor to charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com.
The Daily Citizen welcomes opinions from readers on topics of public interest.
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Miraculously,
President Obama has
conjured a strategy to
wipe the Islamic
State from the face
of the Earth.

Just two weeks
after confessing he
had “no strategy” for
dealing with this for-
midable terrorist
organization, he is
dribbling out pieces
of his “comprehen-
sive” plan.

First of all, someone
should tell the president that
this caliphate of rampaging
rapists and murderers no
longer refers to itself as
“ISIL,” as the president calls
them. That was so nine
months ago. “The Islamic
State,” formerly ISIS and
before that ISIL.

Successful political inves-
tigative journalists such as
Bob Woodward and Edward
Klein have documented
beyond a doubt that
President Obama makes no
important policy decision
before first calculating how
many votes the decision
should create for his party.

No wonder he has waited

so long to cobble
together ideas that
have been around for
quite some time.

He first
announced to
reporters on Aug. 23,
2013, that he was
developing a strategy
to combat terrorist
organizations. It sure
takes a long time to
count the votes,
doesn’t it?

No wonder he has adopt-
ed President Bush’s concept
of a “Coalition of the
Willing” to fight ISIS. It’s a
commonsense approach that
he mocked as a candidate
and has come to embrace.

There are many questions
that should be asked of the
man Bill Clinton calls “The
Amateur.”

How willing are these
countries and how much are
you willing to pay them to
be willing? While they
appreciate our weapons,
training and boots-on-the-
ground advisers? What crite-
ria have you agreed upon for
these new relationships?
Have you articulated protec-
tion from persecution for our

personnel? Have you entered
into these agreements with
any preconditions? What
will these countries give to
America for the billions of
dollars you’re likely to
spend and give to them? Are
you negotiating for long-
term relationships or are you
happy for the U.S. to go
back to being despised by
these countries’ leaders once
they feel ISIS is effectively
contained?

How much of this can a
president really achieve just
15 days after saying, “Oh.
OK. I’ll announce a strategy
on 9/10?”

How are Americans sup-
posed to believe he is now
suddenly serious about fight-
ing terrorism with such an
on-again / off-again history
of behavior?

How are Americans sup-
posed to believe he is now
suddenly serious about fight-
ing terrorism when his
administration has no plan
for American citizens who
travel overseas, fight for ter-
rorists and return home?

State Department deputy
spokesperson Marie Harf
admitted that being a mem-

ber of a designated terrorist
organization “does not auto-
matically mean your pass-
port will be revoked.”

How much of anything he
says can Americans believe
when one of the most popu-
lar themes shared on the
Internet are lists of Obama’s
lies.

Lies such as “I promise
100 percent transparency in
my administration,” “I’ll
have no lobbyists in my
administration,” “I’ll resign
if I don’t cut the deficit in
half by the end of four
years” and “If you like your
health Insurance you can
keep it, period!”

Lies like “I will put an
end to the type of politics
that breeds division, conflict
and cynicism,” “My ‘JV’
comment wasn’t specifical-
ly referring to ISIL” and
“Whistle blowers will be
protected in my administra-
tion.”

We watch, we listen, we
disbelieve.

Rick Jensen is Delaware’s
award-winning conservative
talk show host. Contact him
at rick@wdel.com.

Hard to trust Obama on Islamic State

Rick
Jensen

WORDS OF WISDOM
Bible verse: “I keep my eyes always on the Lord.

With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.”

Psalms 16:8

Thought for Today: “You can love a person deeply
and sincerely whom you do not like. You can like a
person passionately whom you do not love.”

Robert Hugh Benson
English author and clergyman
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Editor’s note: “In Other News” is a list of state, national
and global headlines compiled by The Daily Citizen news

staff. Visit daltonnow.com for links to these stories. To
suggest a story, email the appropriate link to inother

news@daltoncitizen.com. The deadline is 3 p.m.

Remember Surge soda? It’s back
Calling all ‘90s kids: Surge is back. Thousands of

passionate fans have been fighting for its return for
years, and Monday they tasted victory. — CNN News

Former Auschwitz guard charged
A 93-year-old man has been charged with 300,000

counts of accessory to murder for serving as an SS
guard at the Nazis’ Auschwitz death camp, prosecutors
said Monday. — Yahoo! News

Pistorius can still be an Olympian
despite his homicide conviction

Sprinter Oscar Pistorius, who was convicted of cul-
pable homicide after a marathon trial, is still eligible to
represent South Africa in the Olympics and the para-
lympics, officials from both sports bodies have ruled.
— ABC News

Kent State University blasts red-stained
sweatshirt sold by Urban Outfitters

A sweatshirt being sold by Urban Outfitters featur-
ing fake blood stains and tattered edges with the logo
of Kent State University, where four students were
killed in a 1970 incident that shocked America, is
“beyond poor taste and trivializes a loss of life,” uni-
versity officials said Monday. — Fox News

Death count rises due to faulty
General Motors ignition switches

The number of deaths from accidents caused by
General Motors’ defective ignition switch has been
increased to at least 19, the chief of GM’s victim set-
tlement fund has determined. — USA Today

Apple iPhone 6 pre-orders hit
record four million on first day

Apple Inc. said many customers will need to wait
until next month for their new iPhones after a record
four million first-day pre-orders were logged, double
the number for the iPhone 5 two years ago. — Reuters

LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS – SEPT. 15

Georgia: Cash 3 Evening: 5-5-1; Cash 3 Midday:

9-1-5; Cash 4 Midday: 3-7-2-1; Georgia Five Evening:

7-3-1-0-4; Georgia Five Midday: 9-5-5-4-2

Tennessee: Cash 3 Evening: 5-8-1; Lucky Sum: 14

Cash 3 Midday: 2-4-5; Lucky Sum: 11

Cash 4 Evening: 8-1-9-1; Lucky Sum: 19

Cash 4 Midday: 1-6-5-5; Lucky Sum: 17

MARKET ROUNDUP

money to fund more than 50
badly needed road projects,
according to County
Engineer Kent Benson.

Benson’s task during the
past six years has been to
oversee the engineering,
acquisition of right of way,
bid letting and construction
of these projects.

The work has ranged from
simple projects such as re-
paving of some 125 miles of
roads in the city and county
to very complex projects
such as the Brooker Road
extension, rated the No. 1
item on the priority list that
was presented to voters seven
years ago.

“The most important proj-
ects typically are the most
complex,” Benson said.

That complexity explains
why grading is just now
underway on Brooker Road
and the project isn’t due to be
completed until Nov. 1, 2015.

The new road will con-
nect the North Bypass with
Dawnville Road and will
take a lot of pressure off
Fleming Street and especially
the Cleveland Highway
/Dalton Bypass intersection,
which ranks as the busiest in
north Georgia, Benson said.

“The new road catches
east Whitfield and Murray
County traffic coming into
town on Dawnville Road,
and if they’re going to
Dalton Middle School or
anywhere on the north side
of town, then they won’t
have to go through the
Cleveland Highway/North
Bypass intersection,” Benson
said. “It will relieve a lot of
the pressure at that intersec-
tion, and it also opens up
some land for development
that hasn’t been available
before.”

While the Brooker Road
extension was tops on the
priority list as well as the
most expensive project at
$5.5 million, that doesn’t
mean the other projects
aren’t helping local
motorists.

“We’ve heard nothing but
positive things about the
Fleming Street reconstruc-
tion project, which was a
widening of an existing
road,” Benson said. “It was a
narrow two-lane road with
sharp drop-offs in the ditches
on both sides, and people
were using that road to cut
through to avoid the bypass
and Cleveland Highway
intersection because it took
so long to get through there.
Since people are going to use
it as a shortcut, we should
make it safe for them so we
widened that road to three
lanes and added curb and

gutter and sidewalks.”
Also paying benefits for

motorists are the two
Glenwood Avenue projects,
which added left turn lanes
at Waugh Street and East
Morris. “There were no turn
lanes on Glenwood, so any-
time somebody was turning
left onto Waugh or East
Morris, traffic would back
up on Glenwood,” Benson
said.

He also praised the
Lakeland Road/Callahan
Road project. He said there
have been many accidents
there over the years involving
both passenger vehicles and
tractor-trailers.

While the Lakeland-
Callahan reconstruction was
a standalone project, other
safety projects were paid for
through a designated portion
of the SPLOST, said
Whitfield County Public
Works Director DeWayne
Hunt.

“Safety SPLOST really
wasn’t a list of specific proj-
ects,” Hunt pointed out. “It
was set aside for safety
upgrades or repairs to be
identified later.”

For example, the county
had been hoping to receive
some federal bridge funds to
repair the Dunagan Road
bridge and save the SPLOST
money, but when a hole
opened up in the bridge, they
were able to use the Safety
SPLOST money to make
emergency repairs.

“Fortunately, we had the
Safety SPLOST funds to fix
that bridge,” Hunt said.
“Otherwise, that might have
been a tough project to rake
up the funds for since it cost
$1.1 million. It’s a nice insur-
ance policy to have where we
can repair something like that
bridge or a culvert failure,

things like that.”
The county is hoping for

no more surprises since
“what’s left in the Safety
SPLOST is spoken for, pretty
much, with the Carbondale
rail safety projects and the
big culvert replacements on
Beaverdale and East Nance
Springs roads,” Benson
added.

The general SPLOST
funds also have filled a key
need for re-paving of existing
roads in the city and county
during the past six years,
Benson said.

“We were able to do a lot
of extra paving thanks to the
SPLOST — roughly total
county and city combined,
nearly 125 miles of paving,”
he said.

Hunt pointed out that the
county’s goal is to re-pave all
of its roads in a 20-year
cycle. “That’s a rough cycle
— some are re-paved every
10 years, some 15 years, and
the majority 20. We’re not
on that cycle yet, but the
extra SPLOST funds help
you catch up. It was a big
deal for us.”

In fact, the SPLOST in
general has been a big deal
for the city and county, Hunt
said.

“Without this $51 million
SPLOST that voters
approved in 2007, these proj-
ects would not have been
done,” he said, “and they
have definitely made life bet-
ter for drivers here in a lot of
ways.”

Benson says he remem-
bers the first project that was
completed in 2008 — instal-
lation of the signal at the
entrance to Home Depot on
Shugart Road. “I’m sure peo-
ple remember how hard it
was to get out of Wal-Mart
and Home Depot before that

signal was there,” he said.
He’s also proud of the

Reed Road improvements.
“I know it wasn’t a big

project, but Reed Road is a
lot safer now,” Hunt said.

Benson noted there were
more than 60 accidents from
1998 to 2004 around a dan-
gerous curve on the road near
the pond.

“It’s laid out a lot better
now with a better design,”
Hunt added. “There was no
design on the original road. It
was just paved.”

Speaking of better design,
the Cross Plains intersection
at South Dixie Highway is a
good example of the value of
engineering a road properly.

“Trucks used to come out
of the terminals down there
trying to beat cars coming
over the hill and the load
would shift on them and their
trailer would go over. They
would have a trailer a month
or so turn over. I don’t think
they’ve had a single turnover
since we did that project in
2010.”

Meanwhile, the city’s
biggest project is coming up
soon, Benson said.

“The city of Dalton is
buying the right of way now
on the Veterans Drive exten-
sion from Underwood all the
way to East Morris,” he said.

Since the widened road
will pass through several
neighborhoods, the right of
way budget is $2.5 million
with 84 parcels to be
obtained. Then the construc-
tion budget is another $3.2
million, but the project will
offer a big improvement for
motorists, Benson said.

Perhaps the best thing
about the SPLOST, Benson
and Hunt pointed out, is that
all the projects will be paid
for when they are completed,
with no additional property
tax required and no money
borrowed.

Those pennies collected in
2008-2010 made sure of that.

ADVERTISING IS LIKE
BUILDING SANDCASTLES!

YOU CAN’T DO IT ONCE AND
EXPECT IT TO LAST.

To advertise 
Your Business

Call 
706-217-6397

BY MITCH TALLEY
Whitfield County Director of

Communications

If you’re wondering why construc-
tion on SPLOST projects is still going
on four years after the last of the $51
million was collected in 2010, here’s a
brief explanation why.

“A lot depends on how much traf-
fic, first of all, is on the road,”
Whitfield County Engineer Kent
Benson said. “If it’s in the city, there’s
typically a lot more daily traffic on it,
you’ve also got a lot more under-
ground utilities to deal with, and the
drainage is more difficult. Plus you
have to keep the road open to traffic at
all times so it’s hard to completely
redo an intersection while you allow
traffic to flow through.”

Money talks, of course, so paying
the contractor extra to work at night,
for example, might speed up the con-
struction, “but you’re going to pay
about 50 percent more to get them to
work at night,” Benson said.

“So it’s a balance between conven-
ience, cost savings and the time that it
takes to do the project,” he said.

The size of the project, naturally,
also figures heavily into how long it
takes to complete.

“A single intersection wouldn’t
take long,” Benson said, “but on a
project like Veterans Drive, we’re cov-
ering a half-mile or so of city streets
through a residential neighborhood
and we have to maintain everyone’s
driveway along that route every day
— they have to have access in and out
of their driveways so it just takes a
long time to do a project like that.”

On the other hand, working on a
rural section of road or a county road
that doesn’t have a lot of traffic, the
road might be able to be closed and
traffic detoured while construction is
going on.

“We closed Reed Road for several
weeks to allow contractors to work
without having to let traffic through,”
Benson said, “so that made it go
faster. It was inconvenient for a while
having to go around the detour, but the
project was done faster and cheaper
that way.”

Relocation of utilities also adds
time.

While someone might wonder why
all the utilities on all the projects could
not be moved at the same time, it just
doesn’t work that way, Benson said.

“The utility companies have to
move their own equipment,” he
explained. “Regardless whether they
pay for it or we pay for it, they still
have to schedule the work to be done,
so you could have underground water,
gas, fiber and sewer, then overhead
you might have power, fiber, OptiLink
or Windstream, and all of that work
has to be coordinated. Each utility has
to do their own designs, and then they
have to actually get the work done.
They can’t all work at once; they fol-
low in sequence of each other. One
has priority and the others fall in
behind. And until they’re out of the
way, the real construction can’t really
be done.”

One thing that residents might not
be aware of is that the utility reloca-
tion can’t start until the actual contract
is let on the project “because the utili-

ty companies will not commit to mov-
ing all their equipment, all that
expense, until we have a signed con-
tract in place with a contractor,”
Benson said. “So you might think,
well, while we’re working on the
design, we could go ahead and get the
power company to move their poles
over. Well, it sounds great, but they
won’t do that because if the project
gets killed or the design is changed,
then they’ve spent all that money for
nothing.”

Inclement weather also slows
down progress, with only about eight
and a half or nine months suitable for
construction each year.

Some might wonder why all the
SPLOST projects could not be let at
the same time and get them over with.

“Well, there are only so many con-
tractors in this area,” Benson
explained, “so it’s a matter of supply
and demand. The more projects you
throw out there for bid at one time, the
fewer contractors there are who have
the capability to do them. They may
already have two of our jobs, and they
just don’t have enough men to do a
third one and a fourth one and a fifth
one so they just don’t bid on the extra
ones. That might leave two or three
bidders, and then the next time there’s
only two bidders, so your bids start
going up.”

When all is said and done, though,
the inconvenience is worth the
improvements to the roads, Benson
believes.

“These SPLOST projects have
helped a lot of motorists in Whitfield
County every day,” he said.

Why construction is still ongoing 
four years after tax collection ended

SPLOST
➣ Continued from page 1A

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Above, improvements on Airport Road were made
possible by SPLOST funds. At right, signs like this
one have been placed at completed SPLOST projects
around Whitfield County by the Public Works
Department.
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Edward Lee Burger
Mr. Edward Lee Burger,

93, of Chatsworth, died
Monday, Sept. 15, 2014, at
his residence.

He was preceded in death
by his daughter, Shirley Reid
Jones; parents, Manuel and
Lillie Burell Burger; sister,
Fannie Cartwright; and
brothers, Herman, Cecil,
Carl, Bernard “Bud” and Otis
Burger.

He is survived by his wife
of 73 years, Exie Luffman
Burger; children and spous-
es, Charles and Diane
Burger, Calvin and Melodie
Burger, all of Chatsworth,
and Sam Burger of Dalton;
grandchildren, Lee Burger,
Wesley Burger, Lacey
Rogers, Ross Burger and
Tommy Reid; several great-
grandchildren; nieces and
nephews; and caregivers,
Debbie Henderson, Diane
Kimsey and Sandy Headrick.

Funeral services will be
Wednesday at 4 p.m. from
the chapel of Shawn
Chapman Funeral Home with
the Rev. Donald Young offi-
ciating.

Interment will follow in
Spring Place Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral home
on Wednesday from noon to
4 p.m.

Arrangements made with
integrity by Shawn Chapman
Funeral Home, Crematory
and Monuments (www.
shawnchapmanfh.com).

Junia Bell Coulter
Mrs. Junia Bell Coulter,

98, formerly of the Grove
Level community, died
Sunday, Sept. 14, 2014, at
Quinton Memorial
Healthcare.

She was the daughter of
the late John Tate and Bertie
Tate Fuller, and was preceded
in death by her husband of 54
years, Robert Coulter; son-
in-law, Patrick Dempsey; sis-
ters, Lorena Babb and Ruth
Smith; and her brothers, J.C.
Tate, J.W. Fuller and Bill
Tate.

Junia is survived by her
daughters and sons-in-law,
Peggy and Mike Deaton of
Cave Spring, Phyllis
Dempsey, Janet and Chester
Bearden; sisters, Carol
Turner of Greenfield, Ind.,
and Berta Fuller of
LaFayette; grandchildren,
Nicholas and Jeffery Deaton
of Cave Spring, Chris and
Christie Dempsey of Dalton,
Jason Dempsey of Portland,
Ore., Andy and Amanda
Hartley of Dalton, and
Ashley and Brad Bargo of

Chatsworth; great-grandchil-
dren, Robert and Caleb
Deaton, Hannah and Abby
Dempsey, Brandon and Jared
Hartley; special friends and
neighbors of many years, J.R.
and Johnnie Goddard; and
several nieces and nephews .

A special thank you to the
nurses, CNAs and staff of
Quinton Memorial for the
kindness and loving care that
our mother received while
residing at their facility. Also
a dear friend and roommate,
Betty Coker.

Services will be today at 3
p.m. in the chapel of Love
Funeral Home.

Burial will be in Varnell
Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends at Love Funeral
Home today from 1 to 3 p.m.

Words of comfort may be
sent to the family at lovefu-
neralhomega.com.

Love Funeral Home, 1402
N. Thornton Ave., Dalton
(across from Hamilton
Medical Center), is in charge
of arrangements.

Rosa Lee Burgess
Dotson

Mrs. Rosa Lee Burgess
Dotson, 78, of the Tails Creek
community in Ellijay, passed
on Monday, Sept. 15, 2014, at
Piedmont Mountainside

H o s p i t a l
in Jasper.

M r s .
D o t s o n
was born
Feb. 7,
1936, in
Ellijay, to
her late
p a r e n t s ,
E p s u l

Chester and Ida Marie
Quarles Burgess. She was a
member of Crossroads
Baptist Church and worked
for the Davenport Hosiery
Mill, Goldkist Poultry and
Tappen Microwaves Inc.
before she retired.

She is preceded in death
by her husband, Leo Dotson.

She is survived by her
daughter, Sheila Renee
Dotson of Tunnel Hill; sister,
Shirley Burgess Little of
Woodstock; brother and sis-
ter-in-law, Kenneth and
Emma Lou Burgess of
Dalton; nephews and in-laws,
Greg Little, Brett and Lorri
Little, and Benjamin and
Kendall Burgess; great-niece,
Morgan Little; and great-
nephew, Steven Little.

A funeral service will be
Thursday at 2 p.m. at
Crossroads Baptist Church
with the Rev. Billy Dotson
and the Rev. Eddie Kerr offi-
ciating. Music will be by the
Crossroads Baptist Church
Choir.

Graveside interment will
follow in the Crossroads
Baptist Church Cemetery.
Pallbearers will be Greg
Little, Brett Little, Benjamin
Little, Brent Dotson, Burt
Dotson, David Mullinax,
Kevin McCann, Jamie
Dotson, Morgan Little and
Steven Little.

The family will receive
friends on Wednesday from 4
to 8 p.m. at Logan Funeral

Home.
Online condolences may

be made to the family at
www.loganfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements are by
Logan Funeral Home and
Chapel, Ellijay.

Ann Epperson
Mrs. Ann Epperson, 71, of

Dalton, died Monday, Sept.
15, 2014, at her residence.

She was preceded in
death by her mother,
Hartense Whitmire, and
brothers, Claude and Gerald
Whitmire.

Survivors include her
husband, Leroy Epperson
Sr.; sons and daughters-in-
law, Leroy Epperson Jr.,
Gregory Whitmire and
Amber Beavers, all of
Dalton; daughters and son-
in-law, Angie and Danny
Cochran, and Javana
McAllister, all of Dalton;
brothers and sister-in-law,
Jerry and Brenda Whitmire,
Lamont Whitmire and Jack
Patterson, all of Dalton; sis-
ters and brothers-in-law, Ida
and Frank Hobgood of
Anderson, S.C., and Doris
and Kenny Jones of Tunnel
Hill; grandchildren, Lindsey
Stallings, Cassie Cochran,
Corey McAllister, Erica
McAllister, Trey Epperson
and Evan Whitmire; great-
grandchildren, Eli Stallings,
Grayson Stallings and
Lisette Epperson; and sever-
al nieces, nephews and
cousins.

Funeral services will be
Wednesday at 11 a.m. from
the chapel of Shawn
Chapman Funeral Home with
Frank Hobgood and Bruce
Beach officiating.

Interment will follow in
West Hill Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral home
today from 5 to 8 p.m.

Arrangements made with
integrity by Shawn Chapman
Funeral Home, Crematory
and Monuments (www.
shawnchapmanfh.com).

Mattie Harrell
Mattie Harrell, 84, of

Dalton, passed away
Monday, Sept. 15, 2014, at
Southern Haven Assisted
Living.

She is preceded in death
by her husband, Robert
Harrell, and sisters, Willie
Johnson and Beulah Manis.

She is survived by her
nephew and niece, Gene and
Lillie Pendley of LaFayette;
great-niece, Debbie McFalls;
and great-nephew, Tony
McFalls.

The funeral service will
be Wednesday at 4 p.m. at the
Pleasant Grove Chapel of
Julian Peeples Funeral Home
with the Rev. Terry Mantooth
officiating. 

Burial will be at West Hill
Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends at the funeral home
on Wednesday from 2 to 4
p.m. 

You may leave the family
a message on the tribute wall,
upload pictures or light a
memorial candle at
www.julianpeeples.com.

Funeral arrangements are
by Julian Peeples Funeral
Home, Pleasant Grove
Chapel, Dalton; (706) 259-
7455.

Homer Hughes
Mr. Homer Hughes, 79, of

Woodstock, died peacefully
in his home surrounded by
his family and friends on
Sunday, Sept. 14, 2014.

Homer was born Jan. 12,
1935, in McCaysville in
Fannin County to the late
Leona Davis Hughes and
Homer Joseph Hughes, a
copper miner.

At age
16, he
joined the
r e g u l a r
U.S. Army
and served
t h r e e
y e a r s ,
from 1951
to 1954.
He mar-

ried Juanita Snyder of Dalton
in 1954. Their daughters
were born in Dalton in 1955,
1956 and 1957. They lived in
Dalton until 1960, except for
a few months in Fairmount.
Homer’s employment with
Georgia Power Co. began in
1956. He retired after 36
years in 1992. The family
lived in Rome, Canton and
Bremen before moving to
Woodstock in 1965.
Woodstock would become
their hometown.

Survivors include his
wife, Juanita; daughters,
Sarah (Jerald) Hill of Ball
Ground and Beverly
(George) Porvaznik of
Marietta; son-in law, John
Barrows of Woodstock;
granddaughters, Samantha
Whitmire (Kevin) Daugherty
of Woodstock, Jessica
Whitmire (Lonnie) Lacy of
Tifton, Blake Barrows of
Woodstock and Julianna
Porvaznik of Marietta;
grandsons, John Barrows of
Woodstock and Robbie
Porvaznik of Marietta; great-
granddaughters, Regan,
Millie and Taylor Daugherty
and Mary Grace and Kendall
Lacy; great-grandson, Gerit
Daugherty; sisters, Evelyn
Quinn of McCaysville and
Grace Henderson of
Chatsworth; sister-in-law,
Katherine Hughes of Dallas;
brothers, Jack (Velma)
Hughes of Chattanooga and
Glenn (Lois) Hughes of
Mineral Bluff; and several
nieces and nephews.

Homer was preceded in
death by his daughter, Mary
Whitmire Barrows, and sib-
lings Pearl Hughes, Ruth
Carter, Clarence Hughes, Joe
Hughes and Earl Hughes.

Homer has been a member
of the Woodstock Lions Club
since 1966 and has held many
offices, including president.
He was honored by the Lions
for his work with the Georgia
Lions Camp for the Blind in
Waycross. He was chosen
Lion of the Year and was also

a Melvin Jones Fellow, a very
special honor. He has been a
member of Stonecrest Baptist
Church for 24 years. He also
holds membership in the
Cherokee County Historical
Society, the Whitfield-
Murray Historical Society,
Preservation Woodstock
(who named him their Citizen
of the Year in 2003), Friends
of Cherokee County Libraries
and, unofficially, in the
Morning Meeting of Retired
Gentlemen at Dean’s Store.

He is also a member of the
Rome Chapter of Georgia
Power Ambassadors, a retiree
organization. He was hon-
ored as one of 10 statewide
Georgia Power employees to
be recognized in the first year
of the R.W. Scherer Awards
for Leadership in
Community Service in 1991.
The award was presented
based on community involve-
ment that exemplified the
company motto “A Citizen
Wherever We Serve.” Items
mentioned in the nomination
included his work with the
development of Dupree Park,
his heavy involvement in the
many projects of Lions, his
service on the Enon
Cemetery committee, March
of Dimes walkathons, Cub
Scouts projects and his
enthusiastic willingness to
assist the organization called
Women of Georgia Power.

The funeral service will
be Thursday at 11 a.m. in the
chapel of Woodstock Funeral
Home. 

Interment will follow at 2
p.m. at Enon Cemetery in
Woodstock.

The family will receive
friends on Wednesday from 2
to 4 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. at
the funeral home.

The family requests that
flowers be omitted. Homer’s
memory can best be honored
with gifts to the following
organizations that represent
his passions:

• Woodstock Lions Club,
P.O. Box 711, Woodstock
GA 30188, where donations
will go directly to the
Georgia Lions Camp for the
Blind in Waycross. Also,
containers for donations of
used eyeglasses will be
placed at the funeral home
during visitation and the
service. 

• In recognition of
Homer’s love of walking,
gifts to Greenprints Alliance,
P.O. Box 447, Woodstock
GA 30188 will be appreciat-
ed. This organization’s task is
to develop a system of walk-
ing trails within Woodstock.

• Preservation Woodstock,
8588 Main St., Woodstock
GA 30188, is a group whose
focus is the preservation of

the heritage and culture of
Woodstock, his treasured
home for 49 years.

Alton Edwards, Joe
Dodson, Aubry Blackstock,
Bill Johnston and Denver
Rainey will serve as hon-
orary pallbearers. 

Online condolences may
be expressed at www.wood-
stockfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements are by
Woodstock Funeral Home;
(770) 926-3107.

Frances Stiles
Whitener

Mrs. Frances Stiles
Whitener, 89, of Dalton,
passed away Saturday, Sept.
13, 2014, at Regency Park.

She was the daughter of
the late Lee Roy Stiles and
Ethel Partin Stiles, and was
preceded in death by her
husband, Roy Edward
Whitener, and sister, Wilma
Rymer.

Frances was a member of
Dalton First United
Methodist Church.

She is survived by her
sons, James Roy “Jim”
Whitener and Edward Lee
“Sparky” Whitener, both of
Dalton; grandchildren, Angie
(Ty) Edwards, Jason
(Tammy) Whitener and their
mother, Marsha Franklin
Whitener, all of Dalton;
great-grandchildren, Baylee
Mitchell, Jacob Mitchell,
Roy Whitener, Jason Lee
Whitener and Anna
Whitener; special niece,
Sherrie Link of Cleveland,
Tenn.; special cousin, Glenda
Craig Jennings of Dalton;
and other family.

Services will be
Wednesday at 2 p.m. in the
chapel of Dalton First United
Methodist Church with Dr.
Robin Lindsey and the Rev.
Kenny Ott officiating.

Burial will be in West Hill
Cemetery.

The family will receive
friends in the atrium of the
church on Wednesday from
noon to 2 p.m.

The family asks that flow-
ers be omitted and memorials
be made to Dalton First
United Methodist Church,
500 N. Thornton Ave.,
Dalton, GA 30720, or to
one’s favorite charity.

Words of comfort may be
sent to the family at lovefu-
neralhomega.com.

Love Funeral Home, 1402
N. Thornton Ave., Dalton
(across from Hamilton
Medical Center), is in charge
of arrangements.

 Whitfield Memorial Gardens, Inc.
 706-278-5850

 Mausoleum, Columbarium
 Keeping Your Family Together Forever

 “Dalton’s Only Perpetual Care Cemetery”

 176921

• Edward Lee Burger,
Chatsworth
• Junia Bell Coulter,
formerly of the Grove
Level community
• Rosa Lee Burgess
Dotson, the Tails Creek
community in Ellijay
• Ann Epperson, Dalton
• Mattie Harrell, Dalton
• Homer Hughes,
Woodstock
• Frances Stiles
Whitener, Dalton

Obituary notices are
posted online at

www.daltonnow.com.

OBITUARIES

The Daily Citizen runs obituaries every day of
the week. The deadline for accepting obituaries
for the next day’s paper is 5 p.m. Monday-
Saturday and 4 p.m. Sunday. To place an
obituary, email it to obits@daltoncitizen.com.

The Daily Citizen generally requires that all
obituaries be placed through a funeral home or
other licensed service provider. If an individual or
family wishes to place an obituary, they must be
able to provide verification that the person has died.

The Daily Citizen offers free death notices
that include the name, age and city of the
deceased and which funeral home or other
provider is handling the arrangements. If you
have questions about this policy, please call
Jamie Jones at (706) 272-7723 or email
jamiejones@daltoncitizen.com.

For questions about billing or rates, please
call Susy Talley at (706) 272-7711 or email
susytalley@daltoncitizen.com. 

Obituary Policy

 BUYING
 ALL COINS &  CURRENCY COLLECTIONS

 Small or Large - Silver or Gold Coins

 Dalton Gold & Silver Exchange
 108 South Hamilton Street

 Grant Campbell (706) 226-3504
 Life Member LM#5193 American Numismatic Association, Life 

 Member LM#86 National Silver Dollar Roundtable, Certified 
 Dealer for PCGS Professional Coin Grading Services, NGC 

 Numismatic Guarantee Corp., CAC Certified Acceptance Corp.
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Love
Funeral Home

Family Owned Since 1935
706-278-3313

Today in History
Today is Tuesday, Sept. 16, the

259th day of 2014. There are 106 days
left in the year. 

Highlight in history:
On Sept. 16, 1974, President

Gerald R. Ford announced a condi-
tional amnesty program for Vietnam
war deserters and draft-evaders. 

On this date:
In 1498, Tomas de Torquemada,

notorious for his role in the Spanish
Inquisition, died in Avila, Spain.

In 1810, Mexicans were inspired to
begin their successful revolt against
Spanish rule by Father Miguel
Hidalgo y Costilla and his “Grito de
Dolores (Cry of Dolores).”

In 1893, more than 100,000 settlers
swarmed onto a section of land in
Oklahoma known as the “Cherokee
Strip.”

In 1908, General Motors was

founded in Flint, Mich., by William C.
Durant.

In 1914, “Candid Camera” creator
Allen Funt was born in New York.

In 1919, the American Legion
received a national charter from
Congress.

In 1940, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed the Selective
Training and Service Act. Samuel T.
Rayburn of Texas was elected Speaker
of the U.S. House of Representatives.

In 1964, the rock-and-roll show
“Shindig!” premiered on ABC-TV.

In 2007, O.J. Simpson was arrested
in the alleged armed robbery of sports
memorabilia collectors in Las Vegas.
(Simpson was later convicted of kid-
napping and armed robbery and sen-
tenced to nine to 33 years in prison.) 

Ten years ago: Hurricane Ivan
plowed into the Gulf Coast with 130-

mile-per-hour winds and a major storm
surge; Ivan was blamed for 92 deaths,
25 of them in the United States.

One year ago: Aaron Alexis, a for-
mer U.S. Navy reservist, went on a
shooting rampage inside the
Washington Navy Yard, killing 12 vic-
tims before being shot dead by police. 

Today’s birthdays: Blues singer
B.B. King is 89. Rhythm-and-blues
singer Betty Kelly (Martha & the
Vandellas) is 70. Country singer David
Bellamy (The Bellamy Brothers) is 64.
Actor Mickey Rourke is 58. Magician
David Copperfield is 58. Actress
Jennifer Tilly is 56. Singer Marc
Anthony is 46. Comedian-actress Amy
Poehler is 43. Actress Alexis Bledel is
33. Rock singer Teddy Geiger is 26.
Rock singer-musician Nick Jonas is 22.

— The Associated Press

Dotson

Hughes

Love
Funeral Home

Family Owned Since 1935
706-278-3313



A Weekly Art Show Provided This Week By
City Park School

Natalie Brewster4th Grade

Betsey Resendiz1st Grade

Abigail Lui5th Grade

Ashton Mendoza4th Grade

Molly Watts2nd Grade

Tatiana Chiesa5th Grade
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Sept. 14
■ Battery, 2200 block of

Chattanooga Road, 1:30
a.m.

■ Battery, 400 block of
Anderson Avenue, 8 a.m. 

■ Destruction of proper-
ty, 700 block of Northview
Drive, 8:30 a.m.

■ Simple battery, 1500
block of North Tibbs Road,
1:30 p.m. 

Sept. 13
■ Theft, 1000 block of

Richards Street, midnight.
■ Possession of a con-

trolled substance, West
Waugh and North Selvidge
streets, 9:49 a.m.

■ Shoplifting, 900 block
of Market Street, 10:05 a.m.

■ Shoplifting, 1300
block of East Morris Street,
4 p.m.

■ Simple assault, 1000
block of Richards Street,
5:30 p.m.

Sept. 12
■ Trespassing, 900 block

of Factory Street, 2 p.m.
■ Simple battery, 1200

block of North Hamilton
Street, 2:45 p.m.

Sept. 11
■ Battery, 1000 block of

Richards Street, 6:20 a.m.
■ Residential burglary,

800 block of Underwood
Street, 7:30 a.m.

■ Battery, 300 block of
South Fredrick Street, 9
a.m.

■ Theft from vehicle,
600 block of Fourth Avenue,
10 a.m.

■ Trespassing, 100 block
of South Green Street, 10:51
a.m.

■ Shoplifting, 800 block
of Shugart Road, 12:30 p.m.

■ Destruction of proper-
ty, 1000 block of Ponderosa
Lane, 12:33 p.m.

■ Residential burglary,

REPORTED INCIDENTS

700 block of Chattanooga Avenue, 3:30 p.m.
Sept. 10
■ Fraud, 700 block of Bermuda Street, 1

p.m.
■ Theft, 800 block of Walnut Square

Boulevard, 1:30 p.m.
■ Theft, 1800 block of South Hamilton

Street, 3:37 p.m.
Sept. 9
■ Theft, 1000 block of Abutment Road,

midnight. 

■ Nonresidential burglary, 1100 block of
East Walnut Avenue, 7 p.m.

■ Simple battery, 500 block of Barbara
Avenue, 9 p.m.

Sept. 8
■ Theft, 1100 block of South Hamilton

Street, noon (two reports).
■ Theft from motor vehicle, 100 block

of East Morris Street, 1 p.m.
■ Property damage, 600 block of

Dantzler Avenue, 2:15 p.m.
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