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Viewpointsthe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

Leading by example
Today is a day that 

we’ve set aside to honor 
and thank all of the 
women in our lives who 
have helped us become 
who we are. They may be 
our moms, aunts, 
grandmas, teach-
ers, ladies from 
the community or 
our churches.

As I look 
around, I see 
many women 
who are inspiring 
change. They are 
improving lives 
through sharing 
their financial 
resources and 
their volunteer 
efforts. Through 
the years, United Way 
has helped countless indi-
viduals and families lead 
better lives. It’s inspiring 
to see some of those same 
people now helping others.

Meet Ricci.
Ricci is a mother of five 

children (four of which are 
still at home). She went 
back to school to become 
a nurse, and she now runs 
her own home health care 
business. Ricci is teaching 

her children the impor-
tance of giving back.

Not too long ago, Ricci 
and four of her children 
lived in a two-bedroom 
apartment with her mom 

and niece. She 
learned about 
Habitat for 
Humanity, a 
United Way com-
munity partner, 
and applied for a 
Habitat home.

After being 
approved, she 
and her children 
began working 
on Habitat homes 
that were being 
built and then 
worked on their 

home when construction 
began. Her family was 
required to put in 350 
hours of “sweat equity” 
as one of the criteria for 
receiving their home. 
Ricci went far beyond the 
required hours. She takes 
pride in owning her own 
home with an affordable 
mortgage and is thankful 
for the chance to have a 
place where she and her 
family can grow together.

Ricci is now giving back 
by helping to restore and 
repair homes for others 
through United Way and 
Habitat for Humanity.

Ricci is one of many 
inspiring women in 
our community. She is 
leading by example and 
encouraging her children 
to give back. Countless 
women in our community 
have instilled the value 
of giving back in their 
children and that legacy 
of volunteerism is what 
sets Dalton apart as a 
community that is always 
willing to step up and give 
back. This perpetuation of 
philanthropy is inspiring 
and vital to the continued 
success of our commu-
nity. After all, the next 
generation is full of our 
future teachers, leaders, 
innovators and volunteers. 
United Way is proud to 
offer opportunities for 
youth in our community to 
learn how they can create 
lasting change.

United Way’s Youth 
United GoLEAD program 
is the perfect way to get 
your kids involved this 

summer. GoLEAD is a 
day camp for students 
who have completed ninth 
grade through gradu-
ating seniors. Students 
will learn team building, 
leadership development, 
how to tackle community 
issues and volunteer proj-
ect planning from local 
industry and business 
leaders.

The week-long pro-
gram culminates with a 
volunteer project planned 
by the students that will 
meet needs in the com-
munity. Past participants 
have gone on to receive 
their Eagle Scout award, 
new leadership roles in 
their schools and the 
Elbert Shaw Memorial 
Scholarship.

If you would like more 
information on GoLEAD, 
please contact amy.
faillace@ourunitedway.
org or register online. 
GoLEAD is June 4-8. 
Space is limited and regis-
tration is required.

Amanda Burt is the 
president of United Way of 
Northwest Georgia.

Dalton to show off its top business innovators
Committees are a big thing in 

Dalton. I have personally been 
involved in seven or eight over 
the last 10 years. I think they, 
perhaps better than anything, 
demonstrate what is so unique-
ly gratifying about living in a 
small town — that anyone who 
is willing to give their time can 
have a big impact on their com-
munity. Whether it is a charity, 
a church, a fundraiser or a spe-
cific effort , just about anyone 
can shape the future of Dalton.

While Dalton offers this perk 
and many others that come 
with small town America, it has 
something other like-size com-
munities lack — big-time busi-
ness. We might have five busi-
nesses with sales near or well 
over $1 billion headquartered 
in or around our little town. 
We virtually control at least 
three major industries. Dalton 
might be the only small town in 
America that offers the econom-
ic opportunities of a mid-sized 
metropolitan area.

So, why don’t we celebrate 

this distinctive combina-
tion? That is exactly what 
we are doing with the Dalton 
Innovation Accelerator and 
the PitchDIA competition on 
Tuesday, May 15. It started with 
an idea conceived by Stacey 
Roach of 
Inventure IT. 
He brought it 
to me and I 
immediately 
loved it.

We formed a 
committee of 
business-ori-
ented people 
and it did not 
take long for 
everyone to 
grasp that we 
were on to 
something. I 
will concede that the timing 
was lucky. This all happened to 
coincide with Believe Greater 
Dalton and a renewed interest 
in downtown. But, more than 
anything, it was the idea and 
the people. We received more 

than 60 applications in less than 
60 days. And, they were good ... 
some of them were really good. 
We are now down to three final-
ists and three alternates and they 
are all better than I suspected 
the eventual winner would be.

We have two young, ener-
getic, just out of Georgia Tech 
engineers that happen to share 
a passion for Dalton and man-
ufacturing. They also happen 
to be engaged to get married 
right before the event — they 
will head from their honeymoon 
straight after the competition. 
They created an app that will 
bring gamification to the manu-
facturing industry.

We have a 20-year educator 
who has rightly recognized 
that student files need to be 
digitized and utilized. His idea 
or one like it will revolutionize 
the way student files are han-
dled.

We have a relative outsider 
that made his way to Dalton 
from Colorado about a year 
ago who is intent on bringing 

some of the outdoor recre-
ational hobbies that are rife 
out west to northwest Georgia. 
He has created a platform that 
pairs local land owners that 
underutilize their property 
with people interested in hunt-
ing, fishing, hiking, etc. on 
such properties. Wait until you 
hear his startling facts about 
land access in our state and his 
knowledge and passion for his 
subject.

We have a local dedicat-
ed pet owner who created a 
prototype that enables the 
safe release of her dog from 
its leash once she leaves her 
garage and shuts the door. This 
prevents the dog from running 
outside into traffic but allows 
it the comfort of the entire 
garage and freedom from a 
leash.

We have a Dalton State 
College student that already has 
a business utilizing drones with 
infrared technology to scope out 
potential problems farmers may 
have with their crops.

We have a local mid-
dle-schooler who is a second 
generation entrepreneur and a 
showman. He has a profitable 
business, a factory and a lab 
where he created a product 
that binds Legos together in 
a non-permanent way so they 
don’t fall apart when they are 
moved or knocked over.

They are going to blow you 
away — I promise. Please 
come to the event at Stage 
123 in downtown Dalton. The 
pre-party starts on Gordon 
Street at 5 p.m. The competi-
tion begins at 6 pm.

The quality of this event 
will be a testament to a great 
idea (credit Stacey Roach), the 
passion and commitment of 
about 10 business leaders (you 
know who you are) and the 
notion that the entrepreneur-
ial spirit that defined Dalton 
has either been reawakened or 
never died.

Bob Caperton is president of 
Barrett Properties. 
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The Savannah 
Morning News on 
campaign ads:

Turn on the television 
or radio these days, and 
you’re sure to hear political 
campaign ads as candidates 
push toward the May 22 
primary.

The onslaught will soon 
move online. Come this fall, 
with the midterm election 
looming, key races will 
get particular attention. As 
is often the case political 
advertising, the messages 
will test the truth.

There is a difference 
between what you see or 
hear on your favorite local 
station and what you’re 
exposed to on Facebook, 
however. With TV and 
radio, the ad at least iden-
tifies the person or group 
that paid for the spot. The 
internet, on the other hand, 
remains the wild, wild web.

The transparency rules 
broadcasters must abide 
by don’t apply online. 
Nefarious parties exploited 
the loophole in attempts to 
influence the 2016 presiden-
tial election by bombarding 
Americans with smear ads 
and others meant to prey on 
divisions in American soci-
ety, as investigations into 
Russian interference have 
revealed.

Marshals, 100 of them in 
the United States Senate, 
seem poised to ride in and 
clean up.

A bipartisan trio of sena-
tors introduced the Honest 
Ads Act last fall. The legis-
lation would, among other 
things, require each ad to 
carry a disclaimer, such as 
“This ad was brought to you 
by Vladimir Putin,” and 
force digital platforms such 
as Facebook, Twitter and 
Google to create a public 
record of political ads.

Given the stakes this fall 
— control of both houses of 
Congress is in play, as are 
governorships of 36 states 
— the bill must become 
law sooner rather than later. 
Many of the internet titans, 
including Facebook and 
Twitter, support the legisla-
tion and are already imple-
menting safeguards.

Facebook’s Mark 
Zuckerberg told attendees 
at a recent Off the Record 
conference that his compa-
ny intends to spend more 
money policing political ads 
this year than they make off 
of them. “We’re essentially 
going to be losing money 
on running political ads,” 
Zuckerberg said.

When it comes to the 
sanctity of American elec-
tions, no cost is too high. 
We are spending lavishly to 
upgrade polling place infra-
structure. But if voters are 
poisoned by bad informa-
tion in advance of election 
day, all the innovations in 
voter identification and vot-

ing machines won’t matter 
at all.

As the head of 
the Federal Election 
Commission recently said, 
this represents an all-
hands-on-deck moment for 
American democracy.

Americans increasingly 
rely on internet sources 
as their primary source 
of news. A 2016 survey 
revealed as many as 65 
percent of us get our news 
via websites and apps. 
On social media, the line 
between legitimate news 
and “fake news” is often 
indistinguishable.

Count on the Russians 
and other foreign powers to 
leverage the web again this 
fall. And it’s not just foreign 
operatives that we must 
beware of - deep-pocketed 
special interests here can 
muckrake online with little 
or no accountability, too.

The Honest Ads Act 
won’t eliminate meddling. 
The proposed law has a 
$500 spending threshold, 
and would-be influenc-
ers could limit their ad 
purchases to less than 
that amount to avoid dis-
closure. Additionally, he 
U.S. Supreme Court’s 2010 
Citizens United ruling 
allows for political action 
committees and other 
groups to accept unlimited 
contributions from undis-
closed donors.

But the Honest Ads Act 
would mandate scrutiny 
and ads from questionable 
sources would stand out.

The ad buys for this 
fall’s midterms will be 
mind-numbing.

The Democrats need 
to gain 24 seats to take 
control of the House of 
Representatives and only 
two to become the majority 
in the Senate. That said, 
the challenge is great. Only 
48 or so House races are 
considered competitive, 
and Republicans hold 41 
of those. In the Senate, 
Democrats must defend 26 
seats, compared to the nine 
held by Republicans facing 
re-election.

Expect plenty of partisan 
smearing with a focus on 
President Donald Trump 
and House minority leader 
Nancy Pelosi. And at the 
state level, should Stacey 
Abrams win the Democratic 
nomination, the nation 
will focus on the Georgia 
gubernatorial race. Abrams 
is vying to become the 
nation’s first African-
American female governor.

And meddlers have plen-
ty of polarizing issues to 
exploit, from immigration 
to gun control.

The Senate has resumed 
the 2018 session. We 
encourage them to vote on 
the Honest Ads Act so it can 
move to the House and ulti-
mately President Trump’s 
desk. The election is too 
close at hand to wait.
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WRITE 
TO US!

Send your letter to the editor to charlesoliver@dailycitizen.news
The Daily Citizen-News welcomes opinions from readers on 
topics  of public interest. Because of space considerations, 

letters  should not exceed 400 words. You may also mail your 
letter to the Daily Citizen-News at 
P.O. Box 1167, Dalton, GA 30722.


