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the First amenDment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. Viewpoints
The Weekly Wrap Up

Opinions from 
around Georgia

The Gainesville Times 
on the construction of 
two nuclear reactors at 
Plant Vogtle

For years, Georgia Power 
customers, nuclear power oppo-
nents and some politicians have 
been arguing that construction 
of the two new reactors at the 
Plant Vogtle nuclear power 
plant near Waynesboro is the 
state’s all-time white elephant.

The project, the nation’s only 
nuclear plant construction still 
ongoing, is already a year over-
due, nowhere near finished and 
$1 billion over budget. Final 
cost is expected to reach near 
$27 billion, more than twice 
the original $13 billion price 
tag. Last year’s bankruptcy 
filing of the project’s lead con-
tractor, Westinghouse, set the 
deadline back even further.

Yet late last year, the Georgia 
Public Service Commission 
fended off pressure from 
ratepayers and anti-nuclear 
advocates and voted to back 
Georgia Power’s request to 
continue the work.

But now, after years of seem-
ingly exhaustive support for an 
enterprise with no limits, some 
are finally fed up enough to 
say no.

The most recent and crucial 
rebellion came recently from 
one of the project’s partner util-
ities. Oglethorpe Power threat-
ened to pull out of the reactor 
construction if some effort 
wasn’t made to ease its finan-
cial commitment. Oglethorpe 
is one of three smaller electric 
membership corporations that 
serve as junior partners in the 
project along with Georgia 
Power and its parent, the 
Southern Company.

But though Georgia Power is 
a for-profit with shareholders to 
help shoulder the costs, smaller 
EMCs don’t have that flexibili-
ty and must make their custom-
ers bear the funding burden.

Oglethorpe balked at reaf-
firming its partnership and 
argued its case to lawmakers 
for relief. They seemed to find 
sympathetic ears, with 20 leg-
islators, including Hall County 
Sen. Butch Miller and other 
influential leaders, urging the 
partners to consider a cap on the 
project’s costs before more loss-
es are passed on to consumers.

The new deal doesn’t exactly 
do that, but it does to ensure that 
further cost overruns will be 
shared more equitably among 
Georgia Power and the own-
ers of the project — Georgia 
Power, Oglethorpe Power, the 
Municipal Electric Authority 
of Georgia and Dalton Utilities. 
Specifically Georgia Power 
must take on a greater portion 
of future deficits.

Yet even with a somewhat 
more reasonable deal for the 
owners, it could still leave rate-
payers on the hook for the extra 
costs as the project wobbles 
toward the finish line.

...
Liz Coyle, executive director 

of consumer advocate Georgia 
Watch, said it “appears the 
owners have decided to plow 
ahead with a project that holds 
continued uncertainty and cer-
tainly clear risk of major cost 
increases and very little, if any 
true protections for Georgia’s 
electric customers.”

It’s worth noting that in 
addition to those who see the 
reactor construction as an end-
less money pit, others object 
over the viability and safety 
of nuclear power as a long-
term solution to ease off car-
bon-based fuels.

Defenders of the Vogtle reac-
tors argue that the jobs it cre-
ates in that part of the state jus-
tify its support. Among them is 
Gov. Nathan Deal, who urged 
Oglethorpe to stay with con-
struction plans “before walking 
away from 7,000 Georgia jobs.”

We understand bringing 
jobs to the state has been the 
governor’s chief priority and 
achievement, and it is one eco-
nomic benefit of the project. 
But utility customers should 
only have to pay for their elec-
tric power, not a jobs program 
without end or limits on how 
much is spent.

Oglethorpe’s resistance to 
continuing without some guar-
antees was timely and needed, 
but it’s only the first step. The 
only way to ensure customers 

won’t have to keep paying 
more is if legislators insist on 
the cost caps they suggested. 
Perhaps that would accom-
plish what the Public Service 
Commission has thus far been 
unwilling or unable to do to 
rein in cost overruns.

Remember, that five-member 
board voted unanimously last 
year to allow the utilities to 
keep charging customers for its 
boondoggle. It fits the profile 
of a state agency that over the 
years has seldom met a rate 
hike it wouldn’t rubber-stamp 
for utilities, many of which 
provide campaign donations to 
its members.

Yet Georgians do get a say 
in how this plays out. There’s a 
statewide election in less than 
a month and two PSC seats 
are on the ballot. Perhaps if 
commissioners got a message 
from voters making it clear 
they’re tired of footing the bill, 
the board wouldn’t be as eager 
to keep signing off on this and 
other costly ventures.

Customers of Georgia Power 
and its partner EMCs already 
have paid more than their fair 
share to get the reactors on 
line. Even if the plant is fin-
ished and begins turning out 
electrical power, it will take 
years to recoup what has been 
invested. It’s time to unplug 
ratepayers from the burden and 
let the big corporation’s share-
holders take that responsibility.

Even the strongest advocates 
for nuclear power as a replace-
ment for carbon-based energy 
have to understand there isn’t 
an endless supply of construc-
tion money in the pockets of 
Georgia utility consumers.

The Valdosta Daily 
Times on motorcycle 
safety:

We join the Georgia 
Motorcycle Safety Program in 
encouraging motorcycle riders 
to ride safely and urging all 
other motorists to be watchful 
of two- and three-wheeled 
vehicles on our roadways.

The state Motorcycle Safety 
Program is a division of the 
Georgia Department of Driver 
Services.

Fall is a favorite time of year 
for motorcyclists, the agency 
said, and it can be an extremely 
hazardous time.

“The leaves have started 
to change, nights are getting 
longer and cooler air is upon 
us. For these reasons, more 
motorcyclists will be on our 
roadways,” the state said in a 
news release regarding motor-
cycle safety.

Motorcycles operate on the 
roadways with the same rights 
and privileges as any motor 
vehicle.

State highway officials con-
sistently encourage motorists 
and motorcyclists to “share the 
road.”

Motorcycle awareness and 
safety has been a priority 
in Georgia for the past few 
years and for good reason. 
Motorcycle accidents are often 
fatal.

Here are some tips from the 
Georgia Motorcycle Safety 
Program:
n Focus on driving/riding. 

Put away cell phones and other 
devices.
n Signal intentions and look 

before changing lanes.
n Use caution at intersec-

tions looking both ways before 
crossing or turning.
n Wear a DOT-approved 

helmet, reflective gear and 
bright colors when riding.
n Evaluate your surround-

ings.
n Drive/ride aware and alert.
n Allow plenty of room 

between vehicles and avoid 
blind spots.

It should also be noted that 
motorcycle rallies and meet-
ups often involve alcohol. As 
dangerous as it is to drink and 
drive a car, it is even more dan-
gerous to operate a motorcycle 
while drunk or buzzed. Just 
don’t do it.

Motorcycle riders are 
encouraged to take a safety 
course at one of the Georgia 
Motorcycle Safety Program-
approved sites and to refresh 
skills and knowledge regularly. 
More information is available 
at www.dds.georgia.gov.

Ride safely.

Legacy of giving
Our history began in 1946, 

when Mrs. M.E. Judd bet Lamar 
Westcott that he could not raise 
$4,000 — an 
unheard of sum 
for a town with 
a population of 
3,000. For the 
first time, he 
organized the 
raising of the 
funds, much 
like it is today, 
with businesses 
soliciting their 
employees, 
individuals ask-
ing their peers, 
and so forth. 
They raised the $4,000; he won 
the bet. This legacy has grown to 
an annual campaign of over $4 
million for United Way. To ensure 
our legacy of giving continues, 
United Way has established sev-
eral giving societies.

Peacock Legacy Society
At the 2015 Peacock Palooza, 

Ken Jackson announced the 
initial launch of United Way’s 
endowment. In just a few 
weeks $2 million in seed funds 
were pledged with a focus on 
allowing Tocqueville members to 
endow their annual gift and cor-
porations to deepen their support 
beyond the annual campaign.

Alexis de Tocqueville
Julian Saul, founding chair-

man of United Way of Northwest 
Georgia’s Alexis de Tocqueville 
Society, chartered the society in 
1996 with 23 members. This gen-
erous group of donors contributes 
almost 25 percent of the United 
Way campaign.

Leadership Giving Society
Leadership givers join hun-

dreds of like-minded individ-
uals in our community who 
come together to improve lives. 
Leadership donors make a house-
hold investment of $1,000 or 
more.

Women’s Leadership Council
In 2012 founding co-chairs 

Dixie Kinard, Karen Townsend 
and Lynn Whitworth gathered 
a group of women generous in 
heart and spirit to lead the charge 
and inspire the change!

Young Leaders Society
The Young Leaders Society 

engages the next generation of 
philanthropists and volunteers 
ages 20 to 40 by creating a bright-
er future for our community. 
Members make a household gift 
of $365-plus.

United Way has a long legacy 
of caring for the community. The 
dollars raised each year allow us 
to fight for the education, basic 
needs and health of every per-
son in our community. We work 
year-round to improve the lives of 
the elderly, families, individuals, 
youth and children.

Sherry’s story is an example of 
how United Way works with our 
Community Partners to ensure 
that basic needs are met. Sherry 
suffered a stroke in 2009 that 
left her homebound. Her son, 
Brandon Amos, is a sergeant 
at the Murray County Sheriff’s 
Office and he helps take care of 
his mom. A string of bad storms 
in the spring of 2017 weakened 
a tree near Sherry’s home, caus-
ing the tree to fall on the home, 
severely damaging the roof. 
Brandon was not sure how they 
would repair his mom’s home so 
that she could safely remain inde-
pendent. She is on a fixed income 

and would need assistance to 
make the necessary repairs.

A co-worker of Brandon’s 
reached out to a United Way 
Community Partner, the Salvation 
Army, about receiving assis-
tance with the roof. Brandon and 
Sherry were both relieved when 
United Way and Salvation Army 
worked together to repair Sherry’s 
home. Today, she is happily 
able to remain safe in her home. 
Sherry said, “I am so thankful to 
United Way for fixing my roof. 
I don’t know what I would have 
done without their help.”

United Way is also working to 
ensure that our legacy continues 
by engaging the next generation 
through Youth United. Youth 
United brings together youth 
from area schools to volunteer 
and make a difference in our 
community. Ten students attend-
ed Volunteer Vacation during 
fall break. Students started their 
morning by visiting and learn-
ing about several United Way 
Community Partners. They also 
volunteered to help the elderly, 
children born with birth defects 
and local victims of domestic 
violence. Youth United hosts four 
volunteer vacations throughout 
the year, as well as GoLEAD, 
United Way’s Service Learning 
and Leadership Camp. We are 
working year-round to ensure that 
youth and children are given a 
solid foundation.

We invite you to join us as we 
work to ensure our legacy of giv-
ing. For more information, visit 
ourunitedway.org.

Amanda Burt is the president 
of the United Way of Northwest 
Georgia.

Comments from the chair
First, I want to thank the Daily 

Citizen-News for giving me the 
opportunity to update our citi-
zens about the 
current “State 
of the County.” 
And, to remind 
everyone, 
the citizens 
of Cohutta, 
Dalton, Tunnel 
Hill and Varnell 
are also citizens 
of Whitfield 
County. This 
is us!

Things are 
going well in 
the county. As 
recently reported in an Aug. 2 
article on MSN, “Cities Where 
Incomes Are Growing the 
Fastest,” “Some 38.0 percent of 
the Dalton workforce is current-
ly employed in manufacturing, 
the second largest share of any 
U.S. metro area and more than 
four times the 8.6 percent share 
nationwide. While Dalton’s econ-
omy struggled as the national 
manufacturing industry contract-
ed during the Great Recession 
— the unemployment rate rose 
from 4.2 percent in March 2007 
to a peak of 13.4 percent in April 
2009 — the metro area has expe-
rienced a resurgence in manufac-
turing activity in recent years.” 
Income per capita rose by 3.1 per-
cent in 2016 — the 19th largest 
increase nationwide.

The county is strong finan-
cially. Our pension liability is 
100 percent funded. We expect 
a surplus this year which will be 
used to build up our fund balance. 
We would like to get to the point 
of not having to borrow money 
through a TAN (Tax Anticipation 
Note) to help us meet our obliga-

tions through the latter part of the 
year before taxes are collected. 
We are considering giving our 
citizens the choice of paying 
approximately half of their taxes 
in June. We are still looking into 
this. It would be optional for our 
taxpayers. In addition, we were 
able to roll back property taxes in 
2017 and 2018.

To address current issues, it 
is my intention to report to you 
regularly through articles like 
this. The issue I am hearing a 
lot about right now is our old 
Administration Building No. 2. 
This is the old Central Church of 
Christ property on the corner of 
King and Selvidge streets, right 
next to the parking garage down-
town.

• Fiction: The main reason for 
replacing this building is so the 
commissioners will have a new 
place to meet.

• Fact: This is not the main 
reason for replacing this building. 
As a matter of fact, it is the least 
most important issue. As most 
of you know, this building was 
formerly a church. It was bought 
in 2002 as a temporary facili-
ty to house the Superior Court 
judges and courts while the new 
courthouse was being built and 
to acquire the property next to 
the parking deck, while it was 
available, for a new administra-
tion building. The idea to replace 
the building has been in place 
for more than 15 years.

• Fiction: The building can be 
renovated at a much lower cost 
than replacing it.

• Fact: This building is in ter-
rible shape structurally. It is not 
handicapped accessible, plumbing 
problems abound, heating and 
air conditioning is very old and 
needs to be replaced. The fire 

marshal is rightfully concerned 
that fire protection is inadequate 
for this space. The sound system 
is pitiful. I could go on and on 
but you get the picture. We have 
engaged architects to give us their 
opinions on the best approach to 
take. According to the reports, it 
would cost as much to renovate 
the building to current codes 
as to replace it. We are trying 
not to spend much money on 
Administration Building No. 
2 until we can get it replaced.

• Fiction: The commissioners 
just want new buildings that are 
not really needed.

• Fact: Replacing our admin-
istration buildings allows other 
moves to put court-related depart-
ments into the courthouse, move 
the tax assessor and tax com-
missioner out of the courthouse, 
cut down on courthouse traffic 
and provide more convenience 
for our citizens in buying tags, 
paying taxes, etc. You can ask the 
tax commissioner how the new 
taxpayer services building will 
improve service to the citizens. 
There are also serious problems 
with the old portion of the court-
house that have to be addressed.

My county cellphone number is 
(706) 459-4247 and my email is 
llaughter@whitfieldcountyga.com. 
I am happy to speak with any citi-
zen who has any concerns or com-
ments. The other commissioners 
are more than happy to do that as 
well and their email addresses are 
on the county website.

The commissioners are very 
eager to answer any questions that 
the citizens may have about the 
vision for the county.

Lynn Laughter is chairman of 
the Whitfield County Board of 
Commissioners.
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