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Viewpointsthe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

Meet Debbie and Bryan Macon
As anyone who has 

led the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia annual 
campaign in the past can 
tell you, it is no small 
task.

Campaign 
chairs dedicate 
countless hours 
setting a strategy, 
assembling the 
right team, mak-
ing calls on local 
businesses and 
individuals and 
sharing United 
Way’s story to 
ensure our leg-
acy of success 
continues. This 
legacy is import-
ant because it 
guarantees resources are 
in place to meet the needs 
of the community. We are 
fortunate that so many 
have risen to the challenge 
when asked, and in some 
cases, have raised their 
hands and asked for the 
job.

Around this time last 
year, I received a phone 
call from Bryan Macon. 
He and his wife, Debbie, 
had been talking about 
the many things they have 
been a part of in the com-
munity, particularly with 
United Way. They decided 
they would like to lead 
the United Way campaign 
in 2018. I was thrilled, 
because I knew that any-
thing that this dynamic 
duo takes on is always a 

huge success.
The Macons have been 

involved in United Way 
for many years. They not 
only give generously of 
their financial resources, 

but they devote 
their time to 
helping others. 
Bryan began his 
United Way path 
as a donor. As his 
understanding 
grew of United 
Way’s critical role 
in the communi-
ty, he became a 
fund distribution 
volunteer, then 
chair. This group 
of approximately 
70 volunteers, 

now known as Community 
Solutions, decides how the 
money raised is allocated 
back into the community 
in the most efficient and 
effective ways. Bryan later 
was our board chair for 
three years from 2000 to 
2002. In fact, Bryan was 
part of the search com-
mittee which hired me as 
president almost 15 years 
ago. Even though Bryan 
isn’t on the board, I have 
always relied on his wise 
advice and counsel on all 
things United Way.

Debbie and Bryan 
have been instrumental 
in growing our Alexis de 
Tocqueville Society and 
chaired that effort three 
times; each time exceed-
ing the amount raised 

the previous year. They 
are founding members 
of our Peacock Legacy 
Society launched in 2015 
and are fully devoted to 
creating and ensuring a 
better future for our com-
munity. Over the years, 
they have helped expand 
United Way community 
partner RossWoods Adult 
Day Services and even 
came to United Way ask-
ing for funds on behalf 
of RossWoods. Bryan has 
served on the board of 
the Boys & Girls Club, 
Debbie led the capital 
campaign at Dalton First 
United Methodist Church, 
and through their com-
bined efforts, they’ve 
helped countless individu-
als and families.

Debbie shies away from 
the limelight, instead pre-
ferring a role as humble 
servant. I remember arriv-
ing at Camp Joy at our 
church where my children 
attended every summer. 
There was Debbie, paint 
brush in hand, painting 
the lobby of the gym and 
snack area for the kids. I 
also met with her sever-
al times for United Way 
business while she was 
spearheading the building 
project of RossWoods, 
grandchild in tow.

When this power cou-
ple isn’t volunteering, 
they enjoy spending time 
with their two wonderful 
grandchildren. Debbie 

also enjoys gardening, 
remodeling and reinvent-
ing spaces. Bryan, presi-
dent of Dorsett Industries, 
enjoys living through all 
of Debbie’s remodeling 
projects. They celebrated 
their 45th wedding anni-
versary on Saturday.

Please join me in thank-
ing Debbie and Bryan as 
we begin another year of 
mobilizing donors, advo-
cates and volunteers to 
fight for the education, 
basic needs and health 
of every person in our 
community. Last year 
United Way improved the 
lives of more than 55,000 
people in Whitfield and 
Murray counties.

Join us on Tuesday, 
Sept. 18, at 6 p.m. at Burr 
Park in downtown Dalton 
for our Kickoff Block 
Party & CEO Trike Race. 
Debbie and Bryan, their 
campaign cabinet and the 
United Way board will 
announce the 2018 cam-
paign goal at 6, followed 
by the CEO Trike Race. 
At 7, Barrelhouse will per-
form in the park. Dinner 
tickets will be sold at the 
event for $10 for adults 
and $5 for kids 12 and 
under. Thanks for joining 
us in improving lives in 
our community. United we 
win!

 
Amanda Burt is the 

president of United Way 
of Northwest Georgia.

Democratic diversity is
 making America great again

Let’s begin with a biograph-
ical sketch, a very 21st-century 
American dream.

When David Hallquist was a 
child attending Catholic schools in 
Syracuse, New York, he always felt 
female. He knew he was “different,” 
but he couldn’t find a word 
for it. He hid his impulses 
and played men’s sports at 
school. He pursued a career 
in energy technology, got 
married, raised a family, and 
finally, in 2004, he began the 
long process of coming out. 
Six years later, he confided 
his secret side to his family. 
And in 2015, his son made a 
movie, entitled “Denial,” that 
publicly tracked his transition 
to who she is today, Christine 
Hallquist.

Then, at a women’s march 
in Montpelier, Vermont, this past 
January, Hallquist had an epiphany. 
She later said, “One of the things the 
Me Too movement has been pushing 
is that we need to get involved in 
politics.” So she did. She filed as a 
candidate for governor of Vermont, 
and in the state’s Democratic prima-
ry, she became the first transgender 
woman in America to win a major 
party nomination.

Christine epitomizes the 2018 
Democratic zeitgeist. On the cusp of 
the autumn general elections, grass-
roots Democrats have sharpened 
their message that diversity will 
make America great again. Despite 
the Trumpist Republicans’ relentless 
attempts to turn back the clock, the 
inexorable future awaits confirma-
tion in November.

With virtually all the primaries 
completed, Democratic voters have 
made it abundantly clear that they 
want more women in elective office. 

At this point, 200 women — 155 
of them Democrats — have won 
their House primaries in 2018. 
That’s a record, trumping all previ-
ous records. Viewed from another 
angle, 41 percent of all Democratic 
nominees — and 48 percent of all 

non-incumbents — are 
women. That too is a mile-
stone. (Women are only 13 
percent of the GOP’s nom-
inees.)

This surge of women 
candidates, with heavy 
support from Democratic 
women voters, may be 
historic, but it’s not a huge 
surprise — given how fer-
vently most women (with 
the probable exception of 
blue-collar white women) 
have come to detest Trump. 
If his goal this year was to 

talk and behave in ways designed to 
guarantee a female backlash against 
the party he purports to lead, he can 
probably chalk that up as one of his 
few tangible achievements.

Let’s scan the updated nation-
al map. Connecticut Democrats 
chose, as one of their House can-
didates, a black woman — the 
first to carry the party banner in 
a Connecticut congressional race. 
Minnesota Democrats chose, as 
one of their House candidates, a 
Somali-American woman — who’s 
likely to join a Muslim woman from 
Michigan in the next Congress.

In addition, a lesbian recently won 
the Democratic gubernatorial nom-
ination in Texas, a bisexual woman 
— the sitting governor of Oregon 
— recently won her Democratic pri-
mary, and a black woman recently 
won the Democratic gubernatorial 
nomination in Georgia.

Gender news aside, Democratic 

Party leaders are pinning their hopes 
on one particular midwestern male. 
In Speaker Paul Ryan’s Wisconsin 
district, ironworker and union activ-
ist Randy “Ironstache” Bryce defeat-
ed a female for the right to contest 
the Ryan-endorsed Republican, busi-
nessman Bryan Steil. Bryce has been 
buoyed by a sizable war chest, an 
endorsement from Bernie Sanders 
and a grassroots Democratic hunger 
to occupy the seat held by one of 
Trump’s most spineless enablers. It’s 
not an impossible quest, considering 
Barack Obama won the district’s 
presidential balloting by one point 
in 2008.

If Bryce can pull off a win in 
November, despite some personal 
baggage (arrests for driving under 
the influence, late payments for 
child support), it would truly signal 
that a blue wave was cresting.

And a working-stiff white guy 
nicknamed “Ironstache,” joining 
the swelling ranks of women, would 
be another victory for Democratic 
diversity.

Jennifer Rubin, the center-right 
columnist, took it even further, 
declaring that a “demographically 
diverse repudiation of Trump up and 
down the ballot will have obvious 
consequences for the remainder of 
his term. It may also be the final 
opportunity for Republicans to get 
off the sinking ship, push Trump 
aside and try to regain their sanity.”

I wince at her confident certitude, 
but those are indeed the stakes in 
November.

 
Dick Polman is the national 

political columnist at NewsWorks/
WHYY in Philadelphia and a “writ-
er in residence” at the University of 
Philadelphia. Email him at dickpol 
man7@gmail.com.
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The Savannah 
Morning News on 
enforcing Georgia’s 
‘hands-free’ law:

There are many more 
serious infractions on the 
roads these days. But there 
may be none more frequent 
or dangerous than illegal 
cell phone use.

So many drivers clearly 
haven’t gotten the memo: 
It’s not only illegal to surf 
or text while driving, but 
it’s extremely hazardous to 
oneself and every other per-
son in the vicinity. And, in 
fact, since July 1 it is illegal 
in Georgia to even be hold-
ing or propping up a cell 
phone behind the wheel.

Yet, look at the cars 
around you. People are not 
only still yakking while 
they drive, their cell phones 
pressed firmly against their 
ears, but they are still gaz-
ing down intently, especial-
ly at traffic lights — as if 
they don’t think it’s obvious 
what they’re doing.

Think it’s none of your 
business? Think again. Cell 
phone use is killing people, 
often the innocent are not 
involved, and Georgia is 
one of the worst states for 
it.

“One in 10 fatal car 
crashes in the U.S. 
each year (is) caused 
by distracted driving,” 
writes Automotive Fleet 
Magazine, and using cell 
phones while behind the 
wheel kills as many as 300 
people annually in some 
states, according to a new 
report from Expert Market.

“Texas emerged as the 
worst state for distracted 
driving with 312 deaths 
each year attributed to 
cell phone use. Other 
states ranking among the 
top five for fatal crashes 
caused by cell phone use 
include California (292.5), 
Florida (269.9), Georgia 
(132.7), and North Carolina 
(127.5).”

Not only is it your busi-
ness what the driver next to 
you is doing, but if you’re 
following the new law 
prohibiting the holding of 
a phone while driving, it 
should chap your hide that 
so many others around you 
are either ignorant of the 
law or contemptuous of it.

There’s a rebellious, 
proud streak of headstrong 
contrarianism that runs 
through much of the coun-
try, particularly the South. 
It can be an admirable trait, 
one that holds up individual 
liberty as sacrosanct.

But when used as a fee-
ble excuse to flout the law, 
especially one designed to 
protect the health, safety, 
welfare and private proper-
ty of those around you, you 
simply have no right.

Whether due to igno-
rance, for which there is no 
excuse, or selfish obstinacy, 
which is worse, there are 
likely hundreds of thou-
sands more lawbreakers on 
the road today than there 
were on June 30.

We hope law enforce-
ment will put a high prior-
ity on enforcing Georgia’s 
so-called “hands-free” law 
in the coming months and 
years.

Some 900 citations were 
issued statewide for holding 
phones in the first month 
of the law, even as many 
local jurisdictions such as 
Savannah were only giving 
out warnings.

n n n
Warnings are fine, but 

fines are better — and the 
current first-offense fine of 
$50 may not be enough. It’s 
going to take a real shock 
to the system to break this 
bad habit.

This particular indepen-
dent streak puts lives in 
danger. It’s got to stop.

Valdosta Daily Times 
advocates for more 
foster parents:

There were more than 
15,000 children in foster 
care in Georgia as of May, 
according to the state’s 
Division of Family and 
Children Services.

Georgia was on track 
to have 18,000 children in 
foster care this summer; 
however, the number has 
dropped since May to just 
above 14,500 in foster care 
by mid-August, according to 
state officials.

The numbers are sadly a 
new high in the number of 
foster children in the state.

Jeff Lukich, who is the 
chief of staff for the state 
Division of Family and 
Children Services, said sev-
eral factors likely drove the 
increase, including a rise in 
substance abuse among par-
ents, a pair of high-profile 
child deaths that likely left 
caseworkers more cautious 
and a newly created 24-hour 
call center that made it eas-
ier for the public to report 
suspected child abuse and 
neglect, according to an 
article in the Tuesday, Sept. 
4, edition of The Valdosta 
Daily Times.

“We were essentially add-
ing 200 additional children 
in our system every month 
for almost 24 consecutive 
months,” Lukich said. “In 
the spring of 2016, we knew 
we had to do something.”

The children come from 
many backgrounds and sit-
uations.

n n n
A great many of them 

have special needs, includ-
ing teenagers, siblings and 
children with physical, 
emotional and/or behavioral 
disabilities.

The Division of Family 
and Children Services is 
tasked with assuring chil-
dren are safe from abuse 
and neglect.

Dedicated caregivers are 
a critical part of fulfilling 
that mission.

DFCS has said in previ-
ous statements that once a 
determination is made it is 
not safe for a child to remain 
in the home of a parent or 
guardian, the child may be 
placed in foster care.

The foster-care program 
is designed to be a tempo-
rary home away from home 
while qualified profession-
als work with the family to 
address child-safety con-
cerns.

DFCS said its goal is to 
return children safely to 
their families but adds the 
child’s safety comes before 
any other consideration.

DFCS has said the agency 
is always looking for what it 
has called “loving, safe and 
stable homes for the chil-
dren who are brought into 
care.” The approval process 
can take up to 10 months 
and may require certifi-
cations, evaluations and a 
good bit of documentation.

Foster children may also 
benefit from certain ther-
apeutic services as well as 
health and safety items that 
may include things such as 
car seats, booster seats and 
safety helmets.

In a perfect world, foster 
care would not be needed.

In a perfect world, chil-
dren would never be abused 
or neglected.

It is not a perfect world.
In our world, children 

are orphaned, sadly others 
are abandoned, abused and 
neglected, making foster 
care so important and fos-
ter families so needed and 
appreciated.

An increase in children 
needing foster care means 
there is an increase in the 
need for foster parents.

Do you have what it takes 
to be a foster parent?

If so, the state and many 
Georgia children need you.

WRITE TO US
Send your Letter to the Editor to 
charlesoliver@dailycitizen.news.


