
It’s the most (fill in the
blank) time of the year.

You know the season, you
know the reason, you know
the decorations and the TV
specials and shopping dis-
counts, and you know the
music and the food and the
party clothes. You have your
own traditions handed down
over the years and you’ve
got the funny stories and you
know the classic tales that
are told each year.

And you know the lexi-
con of the season. A lexicon
is a specific vocabulary used
for a certain activity.
Doctors have a lexicon that
includes ectomies and
otamys and endos and exos.
Lawyers have a lexicon that
includes habeuses and cor-
puses and whereby and par-
ties of the first parts. Carpet
guys have a lexicon that uses
twists and tufts, pile and
extrusion, loop pile and
shag. And Christmastime has
its own lexicon, those words
that warm our hearts when
we hear them and that we
say with a smile on our face.
They’re words we only get
to use once a year and for
that they maintain their spe-
cial rarity. The words are
familiar, but are the back-
grounds of the words as
familiar? I started getting to
the roots of the words and
terms we use around
Christmastime to see where
the words actually came
from.

Haelandmas?
Christmas: The word that

gives us the name for the
day and the season that is
celebrated this time of year.
Most folks know that
Christmas celebrates the
birth of Jesus, and lots of
people assume the word
means “Christ’s birthday.”
Christmas is actually made
of two words, “Christ” and
“Mass.” “Christ” is the title
given to Jesus of Nazareth
and comes from the Greek
word “Khristos,” which is
the translation of the Hebrew
word “Messiah,” which
means “the anointed one.”
As a verb it means literally
to put, say, an oil on that
would both protect and
honor the recipient. In the
usage of Messiah, it would
mean a spiritual putting on
and being honored by God.

The Messiah is the one
prophesied in the Old
Testament as being both a
king and a sin sacrifice for
the people. Christ (the
Latinized form of Khristos)
gained popularity over the
Old English term “Haeland”
for Jesus, which meant
“healer” and “savior,” so we
almost had “Haelandmas”
instead of “Christmas.” I’m
guessing we would say
“Happy Haelandmas” if that
were the case. You know, if
you start digging into this
stuff you better have a pretty
big shovel!

Many layers of
meaning

Now we come to the
“mas” part. “Mass.” Mass in
this case would mean a
“eucharistic service,” a
church service, which in a 
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It was during the holiday
season several years ago
that the actress Helen Hayes
cooked her first turkey.
Before serving it, she
announced to her husband,
Charles MacArthur, and
their son James, “Now I
know this is the first turkey
I’ve ever cooked. If it isn’t
right, I don’t want anybody
to say a word. We’ll just get
up from the table without
comment, and go down to a
restaurant for dinner.”

Then she retired to the
kitchen. When she entered the din-
ing room, bearing the turkey, she
found her husband and son seated at
the table — wearing their hats and
coats.

Feasting and consumption are cer-
tainly a part of the holiday season but
this year I am concerned that con-
sumption and self-indulgence have
become proportionately too big.
Getting more stuff, nicer things,
newer items and pursuing more
upscale activities seem to define the
only pluralistic, culturally shared
agenda for November and December.

I am becoming increasingly con-
cerned about greed and discontent-
ment. This year, my anxieties jelled
as our family watched the Kirk
Cameron film “Monumental” on
Thanksgiving night. The film chroni-
cled the arduous journey of the
Pilgrims before and after they came
to America. The reality of their faith
and their struggles humbled my casu-
al awareness of their contribution to
the foundation of our nation. I almost

rushed around the house and
covered several dowdy little
figurines in shame. If I had-
n’t made a small annual
investment in the stock of
Hobby Lobby, I’d probably
have boxed up every Pilgrim
with a funny hat and every
Indian with an armload of
corn right that very minute.
But even that wouldn’t have
stopped the historical mini-
mization of a great people.

It is trite to say that we
have been abundantly
blessed in America. We can

sit in our comfortable living rooms
and watch our smart TVs as they dis-
play human pain and suffering from
Typhoon Haiyan. Tonight, as I placed
another log in the fireplace and snug-
gled into my warm robe, I watched a
short news report on the plight of
underdressed Syrian refugee children
who work in the agricultural fields all
day just to provide the barest necessi-
ties for their families. The displaced
families live in shelters made of card-
board and plastic. I sipped warm
cocoa as they carried buckets to a
makeshift water station and then I
saw their mothers point out the prim-
itive toilet facilities. 

After a commercial break the next
news segment featured the long lines
of Americans anxiously waiting for
stores to open for marathon shop-
ping events. Something was very
wrong with this picture. I felt the
same tugging at my heart that I rec-
ognize more and more frequently.

Christians are not called to be
passive spectators of culture, crisis,

natural disasters and human suffer-
ing, and Americans are not uniquely
providenced by multigenerational
prosperity. Luke 12:48 reminds us
that “To whom much is given, much
is expected in return.” We children
of the Pilgrims and guests of Lady
Liberty owe a debt of gratitude and
a call to involvement that is bigger
than our national debt and maybe
not unrelated.

Henry Ward Beecher once said,
“Pride slays thanksgiving, but a
humble mind is the soil out of which
thanks naturally grow. A proud man
is seldom a grateful man, for he
never thinks he gets as much as he
deserves.” Perhaps the emerging the-
sis of my holiday reflections are that
we are called to be both humble and
grateful and that many in our nation
have lost the pursuit of both. 

If my thesis is jelling, then a
frightening awareness is also
emerging. It is the thought that in a
list of sins, ingratitude is a huge
one. That thought reminds me of
the little 6-year old boy who was
invited over to have dinner in a
neighbor’s home. When everyone
was seated at the table the food was
served. The little boy was puzzled,
and with the frankness of a child,
asked the host, “Don’t you say any
prayer before you eat?” The host
was slightly embarrassed over the
boy’s blunt inquiry, and mumbled,
“No, we don’t take time for that.”
The boy was silent for a little and
then said, “You’re just like my dog.
You start right in.”

I admit that in many legitimate
pleasures and indulgences I just

start right in. When the thoughts of
another person’s needs across the
world come to my awareness, they
are swept aside by the certainty that
my resources are very finite and
that the distance is too great. But
then, gentle reader, a local need
invades my comfort zone. 

It happened again this week. I
had just rolled the Black Friday
sales papers into a neat heap and
placed them by my hearth when I
pulled out a stack of student papers
to review. A journaling assignment
comprised a part of one assignment.
I read the usual, routine words that
most young adults recollect as they
considered the holidays of their
lives past and present. Then I came
across a more rare reflection. I’ll
call the young woman Aniya
because she reminds me of another
young girl that I knew and loved
with that same name. There in the
midst of Aniya’s journal I read
these words, “When I was 8, I lived
in a small bathroom with my three
sisters. It was a very small bath-
room with a door that opened to the
outside of our house. We had a thin
bed that was sunken in the middle.
It was placed over the counter and
the sink. My dad found a way to
level it so that it did not fall. I did-
n’t have a dresser. Honestly, I
wouldn’t have had any clothes to
put in a chest or dresser. In my
memory, the room was always dark
because we didn’t have electricity. I
don’t remember much about the 

The greatest virtue, the greatest vice

SUBMITTED BY THE UNITED WAY
OF NORTHWEST GEORGIA

A powerful network of women,
the United Way Women’s
Leadership Council, gathered at
Dottie Boring’s home recently. This
group of women represented those
truly generous in heart and spirit
who bring vision, energy, talent and
creativity to improve lives in our
community and create lasting
change through United Way.

Representing all backgrounds
including professionals, community
volunteers, philanthropists, and busi-
ness leaders, these women energize
the entire community to impact edu-
cation, basic needs and health in
northwest Georgia. 

Boring, a longtime United Way
supporter and founding member of
the Women’s Leadership Council,
was gracious to host the council’s
holiday social, a celebration where
the members reviewed this year’s
activities and their collective impact
on United Way. 

This giving circle began in 2012,
led by Dixie Kinard, Karen
Townsend and Lynn Whitworth.
These ladies mobilized 182 women

each pledging $1,000 or more to
United Way. The initial launch of the
Women’s Leadership Council
(WLC) raised $888,684. 

Nationally, Women’s Leadership
Councils have collectively raised
more than $1 billion. Cynthia Gibson,
executive vice president, chief legal
officer and corporate secretary for
Scripps Networks Interactive which
includes HGTV, serves as the chair of
the United Way National Women’s
Leadership Council.

Meet the United Way of
Northwest Georgia Women’s
Leadership Council co-chairs:

Dixie Kinard has a generous heart
for serving others and embodies the
spirit of servant leadership. Retired
from her career running Coldwell
Banker Kinard Realty, Dixie devotes
her time to volunteering in a com-
munity she loves. She has received
many honors and awards including
2009 Woman of Distinction and
2011 Business Hall of Fame
inductee. Dixie is a graduate of the
University of Georgia. She and her
husband Bob have three daughters
and eight grandchildren.

Karen Townsend is a dedicated,
community-minded woman who has
been very involved with United Way
over the years. Currently, Karen is
co-chair of the Women’s Leadership
Council, volunteers to deliver Meals
on Wheels, and serves on the board
for the Family Support Council, a
United Way partner agency. Karen
graduated from Clemson University
with a degree in early childhood
education and currently teaches

fifth-grade math at the Center for
Creative Learning. She and her hus-
band Brad have three children,
Bradley, Cole and Evan.

Lynn Whitworth is a respected
leader in our community. Owner of
Brown Industries, Lynn serves as co-
chair for United Way’s Women’s
Leadership Council and is a member
of the Alexis de Tocqueville Society.
She hopes to inspire other women to
get involved in their community.
Lynn has also held leadership roles
with two United Way partner agen-
cies: Friendship House and Family
Support Council. Lynn is a graduate
of the University of Georgia. She
and her husband Keith have two
children and three grandchildren.

Townsend shared about her
involvement with WLC, “I am hon-
ored and humbled to be part of such
a special community that allows
United Way to use our resources to
impact everyone around in such a
positive way. The Women’s
Leadership Council reminds me of
how powerful we can be for positive
change if we all work together.”

Whitworth noted the high level of
accountability that United Way has
for community funds: “As a board
member, I have come to believe that
United Way of Northwest Georgia is
one of the most well-run organiza-
tions that I have ever been associated
with. United Way stays attuned to
our ever-changing community needs
and are great stewards of the
resources they are given. When a
nonprofit comes under the United
Way umbrella, that agency is deliv-

ering much-needed services here in
our community and doing so effi-
ciently. I am certain that my gift to
United Way is the best investment I
can make for my community.

“I am honored and humbled to be
able to help launch the Women’s
Leadership Council here in Dalton.
Dalton has a long history of being a
generous and caring community. I
believe through the council we can
reach new heights, as more women
will have a forum to become
involved. Having a focused approach
to advocacy, volunteering and giv-
ing, we will make a difference in our
community.”

Kinard shared about the power of
uniting differences: “It is a pleasure
for me to be associated with United
Way's WLC because the women who
make up this group are committed to
making this community a better one.
As a group they are diverse in a vari-
ety of ways, all ages, that allows us
to learn from each other, and with a
variety of talents that we share with
community members who need
assistance in different ways. These
special women also have a lot in
common. They have energy to make
things happen and they have the
desire to invest back into their com-
munity that they care so much about.
When we are all together, we bond
and we become stronger with the
goal of helping those in need to
improve their lives and their quality
of life.”

Some of the attendees at the United Way Women’s Leadership Council holiday social at Dottie Boring’s home at The Farm are from
left, seated,: Jackie McEntire, Donna Hair and Rosemary Bandy; second row, Amanda Burt (United Way president), Celeste Creswell
(United Way board chair), Sharon Nelson, Susan Reams, Dixie Kinard, Denise Wood, Karen Townsend, Tracy Moore, Leah Hill, Carol
Enck, Ann Hammack and Bee Maybank; third row, Diann Thompson, Tatum Hackney, Myra White, Rachel Fisher, Lynn Whitworth,
Anita Thornton, Nanette Yarbrough, Judy Buchanan, Kathryn Sellers,Terri Leviner, Carolyn Roan, Dottie Boring and Audrey Williams.

More than philanthropy
Women’s group
raises resources
to assist in the
community

Robin
Richmond
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Happy Birthday:
Search for a better
position or location
to live. A change will
help build your con-
fidence and give you
a new perspective on
life. Don’t dream
about what you
should be doing; see
what’s available and
make it happen. Get
the facts and research
your options. Pursue your
passion and you will dis-
cover alternatives you never
knew existed. Your numbers
are 6, 11, 23, 28, 35, 42, 44. 

ARIES (March 21-
April 19): Visit interesting
places or get together with a
friend you haven’t seen in a
long time. Sharing memo-
ries will help you sum up
this past year, helping you
determine the changes you
want to enforce to enjoy a
brighter future. 4 stars

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20): A serious
response to the needs of
someone you love will
bring you closer together.
Make plans to do some-
thing that brings you com-
fort and joy. A little pam-
pering will go a long way
when it comes to easing
stress. 3 stars

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20): Make personal
changes that will get you up
to speed technically, finan-
cially or physically.
Shopping will lead to some
great buys. Give a partner-
ship top priority. Being
accommodating will bring
high returns. 3 stars

CANCER (June 21-
July 22): Get creative and
you’ll come up with some
great ideas for items you’d
like to give to people as a
token of friendship. ‘Tis the
season to put differences
aside and to reconnect.
Show your serious side and
offer your love and assis-
tance. 3 stars

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22):
Get out and visit unfamiliar
places. Shopping for items
for friends or family will
lead to some great buys, as
well as ideas that will help
boost your confidence and
image. You’ll express your
needs and desires easily.
Ask for favors. 4 stars

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept.
22): Explore ways to help
others and dedicate your
time and effort into doing
so. Don’t forget that charity
begins at home, so don’t
leave out anyone who may
be counting on you for a lit-

tle attention and
understanding. Put
love first. 2 stars

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 22): Make
change rather than
letting it be thrust
upon you. Accept
the inevitable and
use your intelli-
gence, skills and
insight to make it
work to your advan-

tage. Don’t give in to bully-
ing or indulgent people who
are casting off negativity. 5
stars

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-
Nov. 21): Decorate your
surroundings or move
things around to suit any
activities or events you
want to host. You’ll have
some great ideas that you
can parlay into a new proj-
ect if you share your
thoughts with people you
find creative and inspiring.
3 stars

SAGITTARIUS (Nov.
22-Dec. 21): Make change
instead of waiting for things
to happen. Indulge in activ-
ities that ensure you get the
physical stimulation you
require. Participation will
be a key factor in the way
your day unfolds and how
much you accomplish. 3
stars 

CAPRICORN (Dec.
22-Jan. 19): Refrain from
getting involved in contro-
versy or a debate with
someone who doesn’t play
by the rules. Protect your
assets and your reputation.
Problems while traveling
can be expected. Slow
down and let things come to
you. 3 stars

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18): Source out differ-
ent professional opportuni-
ties. Working in a unique
field or volunteering in an
area you would like to
eventually get into is possi-
ble if you send out your
resume or attend an event
that brings you in touch
with industry people. 5
stars

PISCES (Feb. 19-
March 20): Someone will
push you in an unsuitable
direction. Make sure you do
your research so you are not
drawn into a scheme that
will leave you in an emo-
tional or financial mess.
Joint ventures are best left
alone. Stick close to home.
2 stars 

Birthday Baby: You are
entertaining, changeable
and a dreamer. You are
imaginative and original.
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In general, more con-
tracts are won or lost on
the opening lead than at
any other stage of the
play. But while it is true
that some players are
more successful than oth-
ers in choosing leads,
there are times when no
one would find the win-
ning lead. 

Take this case where
South opened with five
diamonds. West felt
strongly tempted to dou-
ble, but followed the more
conservative course by
passing. He had no clear-
cut opening lead, and,
after considerable
thought, chose a club. 

This was not a resounding success,
because declarer won the club, played the
ace and another heart — which he ruffed in
dummy — and discarded his last heart on
the ace of spades. South then led a diamond
and lost two trump tricks to make exactly
five diamonds. 

Irritated by the out-
come, West later polled
10 experts to see what
they would have led
against five diamonds. As
usual, there was a lack of
unanimity among the top
players. Seven of them
agreed with the opening
lead, two favored a low
heart, and one chose a low
spade. 

All of them thus
missed the only lead that
could set the contract: the
ace of diamonds, fol-
lowed by the queen!
Against this opening
salvo South is absolutely
helpless and, in fact,

winds up down two! 
It just goes to show that even the expert

has an Achilles’ heel. When it comes to open-
ing leads, he, in common with lesser mortals,
will frequently fail to find the most effective
one. Less-accomplished players will no
doubt take some satisfaction from this.

Tomorrow: Famous hand.

BRIDGE

A frequently fatal weakness

CRYPTOQUIP
One letter stands for another. An example would be DAASF is APPLE where A is used for
the two P’s. Single letters, apostrophes, the length and formation of the words are all hints.

Each day the code letters are different. For answer, see page 4C.

Hamilton Medical
Center announces the fol-
lowing births:

• Letty Marie, daughter
of Charlesey Boyd and
Michael Callahan of
Dalton, Dec. 2.

• Grayson Allen, son of
Karen and Brandon
Jackson of Chatsworth,
Dec. 2.

• Zuleikha, daughter of
Maria Mena of Dalton,
Dec. 2.

• McKenna Magdelyn
Sue, daughter of Katie
Pittman and Blake Porter
of Chatsworth, Dec. 2.

• Eli Randall, son of
Alexis Thayer and Isom
Sloan of LaFayette, Dec. 2.

• Samuel Xavier, son of
Elizabeth and Juan
Martinez of Dalton, Dec. 3.

• Rodrigo Fernando, son
of Saida Ramos and
Sandro Fraire of Dalton,
Dec. 3.

• Isabella Victoria,
daughter of Susana and
Marco Felix of Dalton,
Dec. 4.

• Nobel, son of Rocio
Hernandez and Patrick
Carter of Dalton, Dec. 4.

• Paisley Ann, daughter
of Bethany Jones and
Austin Walden of Dalton,
Dec. 4.

• Saylor Addison,
daughter of Kerrie and
Adam Lanier of Rocky
Face, Dec. 4.

• Destiny, daughter of
Veronica and Michael
Rogers of Dalton, Dec. 4.

• Francisco Santiago,
son of Melissa Ortiz and
Francisco Javier of
Cohutta, Dec. 5.

• Anastasia Mercedes,

daughter of Natasha and
Kyle Campbell of Dalton,
Dec. 5.

• Jimmy Eugene Jr., son
of Josie and Jimmy Knotts
Sr. of Dalton, Dec. 5.

• Bella Grace, daughter
of Valerie and Jonathan
Sisson of Chatsworth, Dec.
5.

• Praylee Chevelle,
daughter of Cinnamon
Clackum and Jonathan
Cowart of Dalton, Dec. 6.

• Charles Steve, son of
Mariela Garcia and Charles
Cruz of Chatsworth, Dec.
6.

• Everett Joshua, son of
Grace and Joshua Key of
Cohutta, Dec. 6.

• McKenna Grace,
daughter of Anna and
Dusty Knight of Dalton,
Dec. 6.

• Sophie Mariee, daugh-
ter of Veronica Leon of
Dalton, Dec. 6.

• Alexis D’Angelo, son
of Maria Jaramillo and
Alexis Ocampo of Dalton,
Dec. 7.

• Elijah Scott, son of
Autum VanGundy and
Caleb Beavers of Dalton,
Dec. 7.

• Jazmin Guadalupe,
daughter of Amanda and
Juan Fraire of Dalton, Dec.
8.

• Muhammad Farhan,
son of Koukab Rafi and
Oasim Sheikh of Dalton,
Dec. 8.

• Amisadai Zabdiel, son
of Gladys Ixcoy and Jose
Ramirez of Dalton, Dec. 8.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

HOROSCOPE

Eugenia
Last

SUBMITTED BY THE
HUMANE SOCIETY OF
NORTHWEST GEORGIA

You will not find a sweet-
er dog than Pippa. She is so
loving and sweet. She walks
great on a leash and waits
patiently for her turn to walk
or play. She has a gorgeous,
shiny coat and weighs about
12 or 13 pounds and is three
years old.

Pippa would be a won-
derful, lovable companion.
We think she is a
Pomeranian/Spitz mix. 

If you are interested in
this sweet girl, visit
www.hsnwga.org to fill out
an online application.

Adoption day is every
Saturday from noon to 4 p.m.
at the Wade Adoption Center
and Petco on Shugart Road.

The Spay Today Mobile
Outreach shot and microchip

clinic is today from 9 a.m.
until 2 p.m. next door to
Tractor Supply on
Cleveland Highway.
Microchips are $15. No
appointment is necessary. 

You can follow the
Humane Society of

Northwest Georgia on
Facebook. The Humane
Society is an all-volunteer
organization funded only by
the generosity of donations.
To make a donation, send it
to HSNWGA, P.O. Box
3946, Dalton, GA 30719.

Pippa is seeking a good home
PET OF THE WEEK

floor, except that it was very
dirty. We didn’t have running
water. I never remember hav-
ing any toys or any pillows.
We had one blanket.”

One blanket? No electric-
ity? Not even one toy? How
can this be? Aniya was born
in America and raised within
two hours of my own home.
She is a beautiful, blue-eyed
blonde with tears behind her
eyes. The good news is that
the extreme poverty of her
childhood is not defining her
future. She is currently pur-
suing an education with the
goal of entering a service
profession, back in the geo-
graphic vicinity of her child-
hood, but statistics tell me
that her response to extreme
poverty is rare. 

Which brings me to per-
sonalize my thesis with a
related question, “What is my
greatest sin this holiday sea-
son?” What is your biggest
sin? Greed? Lust? Anger?
Unforgiveness? Pride? Or
could it be even worse?
Could it be ingratitude and
self-absorption to the point
that we are unaware of the
needs all around us? Can I
get off the hook and out from
under the shame of apathy if
I close my eyes tight enough? 

The futility of that thought
calls me to reread another
reflection from childhood.
Charles Hodge, the pioneer
Presbyterian minister, said, “I
think that in my childhood, I
came nearer to the Scripture
‘Pray without ceasing’ than
in any other period of my
life. As far back as I can
remember, I had the habit of
thanking God for everything
I received, and asking him
for everything I wanted. If I
lost a book or any of my
playthings, I prayed that I
might find it. I prayed walk-
ing along the streets, in
school and out of school,
whether playing or studying.
I did not do this in obedience
to any prescribed rule. It
seemed natural. I thought of
God as everywhere present,
full of kindness and love, and
would not be offended if
children talked to him.”

Ah, now here is hope. I
shared that same spiritual
awareness that Charles
Hodge described when I was
a child. I was keenly aware
that God was the giver of
every good and perfect thing
like a sunrise and bird’s
song. I remember being
enormously happy with the
simplest of possessions and
constantly aware of my par-
ents’ love and protection. We
lived close to nature and
responded on a very practi-
cal level whenever we
learned of a human need. 

I recognize that my own
discomfort with selfishness
and greed is deeply rooted in
my Southern Appalachian
heritage of faith, family, patri-
otism and global concern.
The sophistication of apathy
is not an option. I invite you
to join me this year, gentle
reader, here on the sofa in
front of the fire. Let’s turn off
the television and listen to our
hearts and God’s promptings.
Is there a world or a neighbor
that needs a tiny effort of
kindness and compassion?
Can I scratch out my wish list
and replace it with an aware-
ness of the needs of others?
Can I exemplify the simple
clarity of Christ’s call for me
to love my fellow man,
actively? Can I remember to
say thank you several times
each day? I think we can,
friends. Kirk Cameron
reminds the audience in the
last frame of “Monumental”
that the hope for our nation is
in the homes of our citizens. I
agree with him and the hope
of our homes is in the hearts
of the individuals.

Merry Christmas, gentle
reader, let us close out this
last discussion of the year in
remembering these words by
Cicero, “A thankful heart is
not only the greatest virtue,
but the parent of all the other
virtues.”

Amanda Burt, United Way
president, shared about the
mission of the group: “Our
Women’s Leadership Council
is more than philanthropy. It’s
about giving women the train-
ing, resources and informa-
tion needed to be effective
community volunteers and
leaders and to channel our
energies where the needs are
the greatest and can have the
most impact.”

Annually, Women’s
Leadership Council mem-
bers enjoy gathering for the
Spring Symposium at The
Farm, United Way bus tours

of partner agencies, hands-
on volunteer projects and the
holiday social. The Women’s
Leadership Council also
supports United Way’s goal
of recruiting 1,000 new
readers, tutors and mentors
to impact local education.

Kinard extends an invita-
tion to join: “We encourage
other women in our commu-
nity to join the Women's
Leadership Council in the
coming new year as we
learn, share and grow as
strong women in our com-
munity. Our exciting Spring
Symposium will be March
26 at The Farm and will fea-
ture retired IBM Corporate
Citizenship Director Anne
Cramer, a volunteer and
well-known leader in metro

Atlanta.”
Women’s Leadership

Council members make a gift
of $1,000 or more annually to
United Way of Northwest
Georgia, enabling lives to be
improved. The group is on
track to surpass this amount
for the current year campaign.

Women are invited to join
WLC by making a year-end,
tax deductible gift of $1,000
or more to United Way by
visiting www.ourunited-
way.org/give or mailing a
check to P.O. Box 566,
Dalton, GA 30722. To learn
more about the Women’s
Leadership Council and the
United Way of Northwest
Georgia, contact Burt at
amanda.burt@ourunited-
way.org.
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■ Robin Richmond Mason
grew up in the Beaverdale
community of Whitfield
County. She currently
resides with her husband
and four children in Paint
Lick, Ky., and teaches at
Eastern Kentucky
University. She can be
reached at beaverdale
column@yahoo.com.


