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the First amenDment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 

the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.Viewpoints
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Our View

“Spending money for a cor-
poration’s product doesn’t make 
you ‘woke.’ Enjoy your Nikes 
produced in a sweatshop.”

“Before you vote Democratic 
in the upcoming elections, do 
your research. The Atlanta 
mayor has already proclaimed 
she will not house any more 
illegals in the city’s jail for ICE. 
A vote for Stacey Abrams will 
make Georgia a sanctuary state 
for illegals. Forget what she will 
do to all the Civil War memo-
rials.”

“Jimmy’s campaigning for 
Stacey. Well bless his heart. I 
hope he knows that Stacey will 
never do anything outside of 
Atlanta.”

“I know it hurts for my New 
England Patriots friend to see the 
Dolphins leading the division, 
undefeated. I hate that for you.”

“According to evidence, Judge 
Kavanaugh was born a privi-
leged character, his privileged 

character status was confirmed 
by his buddy’s memoir and year-
book comments in high school, 
and his experience as an adult 
spending $200,000 on baseball 
tickets solidified his privileged 
character status. He has appar-
ently never had to work for a 
living. I appreciate an intellec-
tual as much as the next person 
but I would like to have a more 
well-rounded person as a judge, 
particularly at the top level. I’ll 
have to say he is a better liar 
than Mr. Trump.”

“I am a conservative liber-
tarian. I have lost any respect I 
still had for the whining, lying, 
slime-spewing, mud-slinging 
Democrats and the national 
news media. Judge Kavanaugh 
does not deserve their political-
ly-based character assassination. 
Mr. Editor, I wish you would 
conduct classes in ethics and 
truth-telling for them.”

“Cal Thomas needs to under-
stand this: ‘good people’ don’t 
sexually assault women.”

“It seems to me that Dr. Foster 
has been railroaded and badly 
mistreated. I know you won’t 
print this because you’re prob-
ably good friends with Judge 
Cindy Morris. I’ve never known 
of someone sentenced to jail 
for six months for DUI. A lot of 
people do that and only get two 
days in jail.”

“If you’re a man or an old, 
gray-headed woman you have 
no right to have an opinion on 
abortion because you cannot get 

pregnant and you do not have to 
make that decision.”

“The term ‘man-made climate 
change’ is a great example of 
if you repeat a lie often enough 
people will start believing it.”

“The best burger is at Kenny’s 
Restaurant on Riverbend Road.”

“Does anybody remember the 
old El Rancho’s hamburgers? 
I know it was mostly a bar but 
at lunch time they had the best 

hamburgers. They were huge.”

“Mr. Editor, I’ve been to quite 
a few churches in our area and 
I just want to know if there is a 
pastor in this area that believes 
in God. I know that’s a tough 
question but, I don’t know. I’m 
open-minded with an open heart 
but I’m just not sure.”

“I have never seen a more per-
verted use of God’s word than 
this latest letter to the editor 
from David Bean.”

“You can’t really compare 
Thomas Jefferson to Donald 
Trump. How many times did 
Jefferson file for bankruptcy 
compared to Donald? How 
many wives did Jefferson have 
compared to Trump? How many 
adult movie stars was Jefferson 
involved with compared to 
Trump? You can’t compare 
them.”

Editor’s note: How many 
times did Jefferson fly on 
Air Force One compared to 
Trump?
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Send your letter to the editor to 
charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com.

The Daily Citizen-News welcomes opinions from 
readers on topics of public interest. Because of 

space considerations, letters should not exceed 400 
words. You may also mail your letter to the Daily 
Citizen-News at P.O. Box 1167, Dalton, GA 30722.

With your help, 
we’re confident 
the United Way 

will reach its 
newest goal

The fundraising goals of the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia just keep getting higher.

On Tuesday, the organization unveiled its 
2018-2019 campaign goal during a block party 
at Burr Park. The goal: $4.1 million. For those 
keeping score at home, that number would be 
a record-breaker for our local United Way.

It’s more than the $3.9 million goal in 2017-
2018, which was surpassed as just over $4 mil-
lion was raised.

Each year, the United Way aids more 
than 55,000 people in Murray and Whitfield 
counties by helping them with education, 
basic needs and health. Those people are your 
friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and 
sometimes yourself.

Helping lead the charge to that goal are 
campaign co-chairs Debbie and Bryan Macon. 
Both longtime Dalton residents have been 
strong supporters of the United Way for years.

In a press release, United Way President 
Amanda Burt said: “Each year United Way 
of Northwest Georgia has a dynamic leader 
to spearhead our campaign. This year is no 
exception. Debbie and Bryan Macon raised 
their hands to lead the charge and assembled 
a team of committed and caring individuals 
who have reached out to their friends and 
colleagues to ask for their support. I have no 
doubt our record-breaking goal of $4.1 mil-
lion will be met. United Way’s success is an 
important part of our community’s overall 
success.”

Reaching, and perhaps exceeding, the $4.1 
million goal will be made possible by a local 
board of directors and more than 3,300 volun-
teers United Way volunteers. With the dedica-
tion of United Way employees and volunteers, 
along with our extremely generous community 
members, we are certain we can reach the 
newest goal.

If you’re able, we encourage you to give to 
the United Way. Your contribution will go a 
long way to improving your community.

Reasoning about race
So much of our reasoning about 

race is both emotional and faulty. In 
ordinary, as well as professional con-
versation, we use 
terms such as dis-
crimination, prej-
udice, racial pref-
erences and racism 
interchangeably, 
as if they referred 
to the same behav-
ior. We can avoid 
many pitfalls of 
misguided think-
ing about race by 
establishing oper-
ational definitions 
so as to not confuse 
one behavior with 
another.

Discrimination can be operation-
ally defined as an act of choice. Our 
entire lives are spent choosing to do 
or not to do thousands of activities. 
Choosing requires non-choosing. 
When you chose to read this column, 
you discriminated against other pos-
sible uses of your time. When you 
chose a spouse, you discriminated 
against other people. When I chose 
Mrs. Williams, I systematically 
discriminated against other women. 
Much of it was racial. Namely, I 
discriminated against white women, 
Asian women, fat women and 
women with criminal backgrounds. 
In a word, I didn’t offer every 
woman an equal opportunity, and 
they didn’t offer me an equal oppor-
tunity.

One might be tempted to argue 
that racial discrimination in mar-
riage is trivial and does not have 
important social consequences, but 
it does. When high-IQ and high-in-
come people marry other high-IQ 

and high-income people, and to the 
extent there is a racial correlation 
between these characteristics, racial 
discrimination in mate selection 
enhances the inequality in the pop-
ulation’s intelligence and income 
distribution. There would be great-
er income equality if high-IQ and 
high-income people married low-IQ 
and low-income people. But I imag-
ine that most people would be horri-
fied by the suggestion of a mandate 
to require the same.

Prejudice is a perfectly useful 
term, but it is used improperly. Its 
Latin root is praejudicium — mean-
ing prejudgment. Prejudice can be 
operationally defined as making 
decisions on the basis of incomplete 
information. Because the acquisition 
of information entails costs, we all 
seek to economize on information 
cost. Sometimes we use cheap-to-
observe physical attributes as proxies 
for some other attribute more costli-
er to observe. The cheaply observed 
fact that a person is a male or female 
can serve as a proxy for an unob-
served attribute such as strength, 
aggressiveness or speed in running.

In the late 1990s, a black taxi 
commissioner in Washington, D.C., 
warned cabbies against going into 
low-income black neighborhoods 
and picking up “dangerous-looking” 
passengers whom she described as 
young black males dressed a certain 
way. Some pizza deliverers in St. 
Louis who were black complained 
about delivering pizzas to black 
neighborhoods for fear of being 
assaulted or robbed. In 1993, the 
Rev. Jesse Jackson was reported as 
saying that he is relieved when he 
learns that youthful footsteps walk-
ing behind him at night are white 

and not black.
Here’s the question: Does the 

wariness of Washington’s predom-
inantly black cabbies to pick up 
“dangerous-looking” black males or 
black pizza deliverers’ not wanting 
to deliver to some black neighbor-
hoods or Rev. Jackson’s feeling a 
sense of relief when the youthful 
footsteps behind him are those of 
white youngsters instead of black 
say anything unambiguous about 
whether cabbies, pizza deliverers 
and Jackson like or dislike blacks? 
It’s a vital and often overlooked 
point — namely, that watching a 
person’s prejudicial (prejudging) 
behavior alone can tell us nothing 
unambiguous about that person’s 
racial tastes or preferences.

Consider policing. Suppose a 
chief of police is trying to capture 
culprits who break in to autos to 
steal electronic equipment. Suppose 
further that you see him focusing 
most of his investigative resources 
on young males between the ages 
of 15 and 25. He spends none of his 
investigative resources on females 
of any age and very few on men who 
are 40 or older. By watching his 
“profiling” behavior — prejudging 
behavior — would you conclude that 
he likes females and older males 
and dislikes males between the ages 
of 15 and 25? I think that it would 
take outright idiocy to reach such a 
conclusion. The police chief is sim-
ply playing the odds based on the 
evidence he has gathered through 
experience that breaking in to autos 
tends to be a young man’s fancy.

Walter Williams is a professor 
of economics at George Mason 
University.
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