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Carey Mitchell’s book collection
had grown so large, he took some of
the books to work and put them in a
closet.

It wasn’t long until others fol-
lowed his lead. 

Then people started swapping
books. People, some of whom
Mitchell says hadn’t read since high
school, were picking up books to
read, some going through a book a
week or more. 

“We didn’t even promote it,” said
Mitchell, who is now retired from
Shaw Industries. 

He knows sometimes the only
thing it takes to get people interested

in reading is to make free books eas-
ily accessible. 

And by being part of the United
Way of Northwest Georgia’s project
to install 25 Little Free Libraries
throughout Whitfield and Murray
counties, he hopes more people will
start reading on a consistent basis.

Little Free Libraries resemble
large birdhouses and serve as a book
swap location. People can put one
book in, take one out to read or keep
one. Both children’s books and adult
books from several different genres

are included. 
“It gives so many people access to

books,” said Jim Gordon, who is
helping with the project. “It pro-
motes literacy.”

Across the nation, many of the
libraries are at people’s homes. The
website www.littlefreelibrary.org
warns that putting them in public
places, such as parks, can be hard
because of the need to obtain permis-
sion from government officials to do
so.

That’s not the case in Whitfield or
Murray counties, said Margaret
Zeisig, director of community solu-
tions for the United Way.
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“We’re humans, not worker
bees,” says Dalton State College
student J.D. Garcia.

That’s the pathos some stu-
dents feel after learning about
Complete College Georgia,
Gov. Nathan Deal’s education
initiative to get 250,000 gradu-
ates by 2020, part of a larger
trend across the nation.

Part of the state education
push, which began in 2011, has
charged college leaders to come
up with solutions to get students
graduating faster. Why? To fill
looming vacancies in the work-
force, particularly in tech-heavy
industries that, even now, don’t
always have candidates when
job openings exist. 

State lawmakers have also
been discussing tying college
funding to benchmarks like on-
time graduation rates as an
incentive to spur more educa-
tion reform. A similar funding
system is also being discussed
for primary schools where a
new law this year requires all
eighth-graders to pick one of 17
career pathways formulated by
state leaders before entering
high school. 

These moves have Dalton
State administrators considering
limiting how often students can
change their major, withdrawal
from classes or retake classes.

The idea is to keep students
“focused” on the endgame of
graduation, said Sandra Stone,
vice president for academic
affairs for the college.

To some students, this is
counter to the notion of college
being a time of self-exploration
and growth when many begin to
develop their identities outside
of their families for the first
time.

“I think placing these limita-
tions on students limits their
personal growth,” said Mary
Suggs, a student who started at
the college in 2012. “In my first
two years, I’ve changed my
major a handful of times, and I
still don’t know what I want. If
they place a limit to how many
times we can change our majors,
then eventually we will get stuck
with one that we may not like.
And then we have our lives
roughly mapped out for us.”

Time to grow? 
Or time to ‘grow up’?

Stone, who has worked in
higher education since 1996,
said she “agrees” with students’
desire to find themselves, “to
some extent,” adding that if any
limits are put into place they
will be “reasonable.”

“I don’t really think those
(proposed) policies are contra-
dictory to exploration,” she

BY RACHEL BROWN
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Editor’s note: Updates on
high-interest criminal cases pre-
viously reported in The Daily
Citizen will appear periodically
on Saturdays.

Three men accused of going
on a joy ride in which they bust-
ed glass windows at 50 Dalton
businesses last summer are
scheduled to appear in court in
March but hope to pay back their
victims before then, according to
one of the men’s attorney.

Nicholas Lane Atkins II, 20,
of Dalton; Kinsey Logan
Baggett, 17, of Dalton; and
Ricky Herbert Pratt, 22, of

Dalton, were arrested last August
after authorities said one person
drove while the other two used
slingshots to shoot marbles
through the windows at business-
es along Thornton Avenue,
Hamilton Street, Walnut Avenue,
Glenwood Avenue and Morris
Street.

All three face 22 counts of

criminal trespass and 21 counts
of second degree criminal dam-
age to property. They are sched-
uled to appear before Judge
Cindy Morris in Whitfield
County Superior Court on March
11.

“The plan is to have all the
restitution paid in full before the
next court date,” said Sam
Sanders, Baggett’s attorney.

Also in Whitfield County
Superior Court:

■ Morris issued a bench war-
rant for Justin Wade Dunn, who
faces several child sex crimes
after he failed to show up for his
court date on Jan. 7. Dunn was
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Window-busting case still on schedule

FROM STAFF REPORTS

An argument in the student pickup
line at North Murray High School
Friday afternoon escalated when one
man allegedly pulled a handgun on
another person in line, officials said.

Randall Eugene Defore, 52, of 78
Mountain Trail Drive, Crandall, was
charged Friday by the Murray County
Sheriff’s Office with having a weapon
in a school safety zone, disruption of a
public school and terroristic threats.

Maj. Greg Fowler said another man
asked Defore to move his vehicle so
he could get by, and that request esca-
lated into an argument in which
Defore ended up pulling out a 9 mm
pistol that he “waved around.” About
10 law enforcement officers were on
the scene within minutes, Fowler said,
and filed charges against Defore.

Fowler said no one inside the

Cops: Man pulled gun in 
N. Murray High parking lot

➣ Please see GUN, 3A

Growing college
degree pressure?
DSC officials considering
less choices for students

Kathy Mashburn and Jim Gordon look at the children’s books Mashburn self-published that she’s
donating to the United Way to use in the Little Free Libraries, which Gordon is helping with, at the
United Way office.

Promoting literacy
United Way installing 25 
Little Free Libraries in community

Inside: Where to find expected Little
Library sites in Whitfield and Murray
counties.
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“Right away, they were on
board,” she said. 

All of the libraries will be
in public parks and spaces,
including the Mack Gaston
Community Center in Dalton,
Lakeshore Park, Mount
Rachel hiking and biking trail,
Edwards Park, Westside Park,
Veterans Memorial Park in
Murray County and the Eton
Park. 

United Way is also paying
to register a similar library
that was put in the
Chatsworth City Park in the
fall by members of Alpha
Delta Kappa that they called
the Book Barn. It will
become an official Little Free
Library, which means it will
be registered on the website,
mapped on that site and can
be found using a global posi-
tioning system (GPS).
Members of the organization
will still maintain it. 

Zeisig said she wanted the
community to have a place to
swap books after the Book
Nook closed in downtown
Dalton last summer. When a
friend posted information
about a Little Free Library on
Facebook, she thought that
would be a good solution for
Whitfield and Murray coun-
ties. 

“We needed something
here in our neighborhood,”
she said. “I didn’t realize how
hard it would be to build 25.
It’s a bigger project than I
thought it would be.”

The libraries are being
built by three woodworking
friends: Mitchell, Howard
Elder and Gary Asbury. Zeisig
asked Mitchell to become
involved to help maximize
resources, for example, how
to cut the wood to make 25
and leave the least amount of
waste possible. Lowe’s sold
materials at cost, shaving sev-

eral hundred dollars off the
project, Zeisig said.

Mitchell built one, real-
ized it was too big and too
heavy, but he used it to test
the design and to test wood to
make sure it was waterproof.
He then built one on a small-
er scale. 

“We’ll build 25 of those,
get it right and get it done,”
he said. “We’ll spray them
with primer and volunteers
can paint them any color they
want.”

The team plans to start
building them next week,
which means the first ones
could be available to the pub-
lic by the end of January.

The problem is the United
Way still needs volunteers to
be stewards of the Little Free
Libraries. Zeisig says she
needs a person, family or
organization who will volun-
teer to maintain a library and
check on it about once a

week. They need to make
sure people aren’t throwing
trash in them or putting inap-
propriate reading material in
them. 

The stewards can paint the
library however they want. 

The Book Gallery at
Market Street Shops is donat-
ing several books to get the
libraries started. 

Self-published children’s
author Kathy Mashburn, who
is an administrative assistant
at the Whitfield County
Schools central office, is also
donating a case of her books
to the libraries. A proceed of
her books sold will go back
to the United Way and Little
Free Libraries.

“With all of my projects,
I like to give back to the
community,” Mashburn
said. “I wanted a place to
donate. ... I’ve always been
a giver. Since I work in the
school, literacy is part of my
heart.”

Zeisig says studies have
shown if children see adults
reading they’re more likely
to read. She hopes this will
encourage families to read
more often and together. 

The United Way focuses
on three areas in the com-
munity: education, basic
needs and health.

“This hits on all three,”
said Andrea Mansfield,
director of community
engagement. “Reading is a
big part of education. ...
Health, get out in the parks.
Basic needs, have to be able
to read for jobs and things
like reading food labels.”

Zeisig says she hopes all
of the Little Free Libraries
are in place by spring. 
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Today’s Citizen
NAME: Alana West
AGE: 14
HOME: Eton
FAMILY: Mother,
Bonnie West; father,
Jerry West; sister,
Dana Cooper
SCHOOL: Bagley
Middle
PLAY: Listening to
music
SHE SAID: “It’s not
about what you have,
it’s about what you do
with it.”
— Mr. Westmoreland

LOTTERY WINNING

NUMBERS – FOR JAN.
17

Georgia: Cash 3

Midday: 5-2-0; Cash 4

Midday: 3-9-6-4;

Georgia Five Midday:

2-8-0-7-9; Cash 3

Evening: 9-1-6;

Georgia Five Evening:

7-7-7-1-5

Tennessee: Cash 3

Midday: 2-0-7, Lucky

Sum: 9; Cash 4

Midday: 3-7-7-4, Lucky

Sum: 21; Cash 3

Evening: 4-2-8, Lucky

Sum: 14; Cash 4

Evening: 8-4-1-9,

Lucky Sum: 22

MARKET ROUNDUP
Friday’s Dow Jones: 16,458.56 ▲ 41.55

Friday’s NASDAQ: 4,197.58 ▼ 21.11
Friday’s S&P 500: 1,838.70 ▼ 7.19
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Silver 
Altria
Acuity
Apple
AT&T
BAC
BB&T
BP
BristolMyers
BerkshireHath
Caterpillar
Comcast
Chevron
Coca-Cola
ConAgra
CrownCrafts
Cracker Barrel
CSX
Deere
Dell
Dixie Group
Dow
DukeEnergy 
DuPont
ExpScripts
Ericsson
ExxonMobil
Ford
FirstSec
FortunBrands
GE
Google
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Wal-Mart
Walgreen
WellsFargo
Wendy’s
Xerox
Yum

Thu. Fri

Stock information by Edward Jones
Investments, (706) 279-1413
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Whitfield County
Al Rollins Park
Brookwood Park
Dalton Green
Edwards Park
Harlan Godfrey Civitan
Park
Harry Griffith Park
Heritage Point Park
James Brown Park
JoAnn Lewis Park
Lakeshore Park
Mack Gaston
Community Center
Mount Rachel hiking
and biking trail

Nob North Golf Course
Otis Cook Park
Pleasant Grove Park
Rotary Park
V.D. Parrott Park
Varnell Park
Westside Park

Murray County
Chatsworth City Park
Chestnut Street Park
Eton City Park
Petty-Fairy Valley Park
Veterans Memorial Park
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Howard Elder, left, speaks with Carey Mitchell, center, and Gary Asbury as they
look at the roof on the large-scale Little Free Library prototype Mitchell built at
the United Way office in Dalton.

Editor’s note: “In Other News” is a list of state,
national and global headlines compiled by The Daily
Citizen news staff. Visit www.daltondailycitizen.
com/inothernews for links to these stories. To suggest a
story, email the appropriate link to inothernews@dal-
toncitizen.com. The deadline is 3 p.m.

Vetter’s Team USA
goalie mask required
to remove
Constitution rendering

When Team USA
women’s hockey goalie
Jessie Vetter takes to the
ice next month at the 2014
Winter Olympics in Sochi,
her mask will be missing
something. Namely, the
U.S. Constitution. — Fox
News

Hunter now the prey?
Corey Knowlton is on

edge sitting inside a Las
Vegas hotel room, sur-
rounded by a private secu-
rity detail, explaining why
he spent $350,000 for the
chance to hunt a black rhi-
noceros in the southern
African nation of
Namibia. — CNN

Chipper leaving
Atlanta

After a year of golfing,
hanging with his sons and
watching a lot of baseball,
Chipper Jones is ready to
roll his sleeves up again
— as a rancher. — The
Atlanta Journal-
Constitution

Cop’s ‘heart sank’
to know he shot at
minivan full of kids

A former New Mexico
state police officer who
fired shots at a minivan
during a chaotic traffic
stop last year had no idea
the vehicle was full of
children, and his “heart
sank” when he finally
realized it, he told ABC
News in an exclusive
interview. — ABC News

Playboy model found
dead at LA home

Former Playboy center-
fold Cassandra Lynn
Hensley was found dead at
a friend’s home in Los
Angeles, the coroner said
Friday. Hensley was 34.
— CNN

Japanese WWII soldier
who refused to
surrender for 29 
years dies

A Japanese soldier who
hid in the jungle and
refused to surrender until
29 years after the end of
World War II died on
Friday at age 91. Hiroo
Onada was one of the last
of many so-called “hold-
outs” dotted around Asia
who refused to give them-
selves up after Japanese
Emperor Hirohito surren-
dered to the Allies in
1945. — NBC News

Obama’s NSA
changes: More ques-
tions than answers?

President Obama on
Friday announced a series
of reforms to the nation’s
surveillance apparatus,
including steps to add
more privacy safeguards to
a controversial National

Security Agency program
that collects Americans’
phone records in bulk. The
reforms, however, leave a
number of open questions
for Congress and other
government officials to
resolve. — CBS News

NSA collects millions
of texts daily

The National Security
Agency has collected
almost 200 million text
messages a day from
across the globe, using
them to extract data
including location, contact
networks and credit card
details, according to top-
secret documents. — The
Guardian

Ohio execution using
untested drug cocktail
renews the debate
over lethal injections

Dennis McGuire took
15 minutes to die by lethal
injection Thursday morn-
ing at the Southern Ohio
Correctional Facility in
Lucasville for the 1989
rape and murder of a 22-
year-old pregnant woman
named Joy Stewart. —
The New York Times

Legislators share
thoughts on Medicaid
expansion

While describing how
Georgia’s economy has
escaped its “deep freeze,”
Gov. Nathan Deal again
showed no signs of thaw-
ing on the idea of expand-
ing Medicaid. While
Medicaid expansion has
its vocal advocates, Deal’s
fellow Republicans in the
state leadership strongly
support his opposition to
expansion, making change
unlikely soon. — Georgia
Health News

Homeschool mom
whose newborn
was seized by hospital
speaks out: ‘They
wouldn’t let me see
her’

Jodi Ferris, a home-
schooling mom who had
her newborn baby seized
by Hershey Medical
Center in Pennsylvania,
spoke about her ordeal for
Home School Legal
Defense Association’s
podcast, “Home School
Heartbeat.” Why the baby
was seized is unclear. —
Christian Post

Syria hands over plan
for Aleppo ceasefire,
readies for prisoner
exchange

The Syrian government
is ready to negotiate a
ceasefire agreement with
opposition forces in the
flashpoint city of Aleppo,
Foreign Minister Walid
Moallem has said. A list
of rebel prisoners has also
been drawn up in prepara-
tion for a proposed
exchange. — RT

➣ Continued from page 1A

Books Little Free Library
expected sites include: 

To volunteer to be a steward of a Little Free Library,
contact the United Way of Northwest Georgia at
(706) 226-4357. For more information on Little Free
Library, visit www.littlefreelibrary.org.

TO HELP OR LEARN MORE


