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The Telegraph,
Macon, on base
union members
needing to pay
attention:

There is an election com-
ing up.

No, not the primary elec-
tions in May where state
House and Senate members
will be selected and move on
to the General Election.

It’s not the U.S. Senate
and House races.

While those elections are
important, the ballot on
March 18 could have deeper
immediate ramifications than
any of the other elections
combined.

It is actually a do-over.
Local 987 of the American
Federation of Government
Employees voted to install
union leadership on Oct. 15,
2013.

A new slate, led by
President Robert Tidwell,
was elected to replace Tom
Scott and his administration.
Labor relations at Robins
Air Force Base have long
been contentious. Robins
had more employee griev-
ances than its competing
bases in Oklahoma City and
Ogden, Utah, combined.
Union members decided a
change was necessary.

AFGE members should
be very concerned and return
to the ballot box March 18. 

While not an audit, the
accounting firm of Clifton,
Lipford, Hardison & Parker
LLC raised a number of
issues about how $266,888
in union funds were spent
from Jan. 1, 2011, through
Nov. 5, 2013.

The local didn’t have
policies or guidelines delin-
eating who was authorized
to use union credit cards,
circumstances of use or a
policy that required docu-
mentation of expenditures.
Also, there were no
approved board minutes dur-
ing that period.

The report has more, but
we have limited space.

There also have been
some sordid situations since
the election — shredded
records, vandalism and
instances where law enforce-
ment had to get involved.

The question union mem-
bers have to ask themselves
during this very critical time
in the base’s history: What
kind of union leadership do
you want?

The challenges are great
— on-time performance,
BRAC, additional or fewer
missions. It’s time union
members paid attention.

You can bet Air Force
leaders at the highest levels
are watching.

The Times,
Gainesville, on ‘No
tax hike’ pledge and
keeping promises:

During the 1988 presi-
dential race, candidates went
back and forth over who was
more sincere about reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance to
the U.S. flag, which even
then seemed a silly issue in
the midst of the more seri-
ous matters of the time.

Now a new pledge is
dominating elections, this
one a bit more substantive
but just as distracting in its
own way.

Republican candidates
seeking office in Hall
County this year are being
asked to sign a “no tax”
pledge leading up to the
May 20 primary.

Hall GOP leaders began
doing so in 2010, following
a national trend led by con-
servative activist Grover
Norquist to oppose all tax
increases.

The idea is to have candi-
dates put in writing their
promise to remain fiscally
conservative.

Most are quick to sign
such a pledge, but a few run-
ning for Hall school board
seats this year have balked,
believing such a rigid prom-
ise ties their hands once in
office.

And we can see their
point.

We agree raising taxes at
any time should only be a
last resort. Governments
should balance their budgets
and spend no more than they
take in.

Yet herein lies the prob-
lem: While no one wants to
raise or pay more taxes
(except maybe Hollywood
millionaires), sometimes
unforeseen problems make it
unavoidable.

Office-seekers who throw
that option off the table are
tying their own hands and
setting their constituents up
for a letdown.

Issues that are the focus
of campaigns often change
after an election, and offi-
cials often must adjust to a
changing reality.

Asking candidates to sign
such a “no tax” pledge is
painting them into a corner
they can’t escape from.

Those who refuse likely
will be targeted by other
candidates as “big taxers,”
even if all they really intend
is to avoid making promises
they may not keep.

They will be labeled as
“less than a real Republican”
for this wise choice, appar-
ently under the view that all
party members must think
and act in lockstep on every
issue or risk being branded a
wannabe.

The Valdosta Daily
Times on the
hypocrisy of
tracking:

As authorities from multi-
ple countries continue to
search for answers in the
mystery of the missing
Malaysia Airlines jet, a quirk
of human nature is being
highlighted.

As individuals, the notion
that the government — any
government — can find you,
see what you are doing, lis-
ten to your phone calls, track
your movements, etc. is
repugnant.

We rebel against this lack
of freedom to come and go
as we please, say what we
want in the privacy of our
homes, on our computers
and phones, and consider
what the National Security
Agency has been doing for
years an unwarranted and
unwanted invasion of priva-
cy.

Yet when the jetliner
went missing, and several
days have passed with offi-
cials still attempting to piece
together what may have hap-
pened, that human quirk sur-
faces and people demand
answers.

Why doesn’t the govern-
ment know?

Why didn’t the govern-
ment track the plane better? 

Why can’t satellites find
the plane?

And on and on.
It’s an understandable

reaction for those with loved
ones aboard the aircraft, as
the pain of not knowing is
anguishing.

However, for those with
no personal connection,
including the pundits on the
various news programs, it’s
odd to hear them talk about
how the world’s countries
need to track their citizens
better.

They find it impossible to
believe that the world isn’t
under a microscope, but
many only want it there
when it’s convenient for
their purposes.

Until answers are found,
our prayers are with the fam-
ilies.

Searching thousands of
miles of vast ocean, hun-
dreds of miles deep, with
strong currents and an
unknown starting point is
daunting.

The mystery will be
solved, but doubtfully quick-
ly.

But even if it meant
knowing exactly what hap-
pened, exactly the moment it
happened, would we all
relinquish our privacy to that
degree?

Think about it.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from around Georgia

(Editor’s note: This is
the final column of a two-
part series about the United
Way’s Annual Meeting.)

At the United Way
Annual Meeting, I also had
a chance to thank our
friends who help us spread
the message year-round. 

The following companies
and individuals received
Media and Advocate
Awards: The Daily Citizen,
Judy Elliott with “Lifestyles
for Women,” Jim Lansing
and Chester Greene from
Shaw Media Group, Lori
McDaniel with “The Local
Scene,” Patty Scoggins with
North Georgia Radio
Group, Rick Zeisig, Curtis
Callaway, Cara Sandlin,
Joey Parrott and Chase
Parker.

Board Chair Celeste
Creswell thanked the 59
United Way Community
Investment panel volunteers
who under the leadership of
Pat Sain work throughout
the year to make sure our
dollars are invested in the
very best and most vital
programs and services.

In 2013, United Way
invested an additional
$350,744 in programming
to impact education, basic
needs, and health in
Northwest Georgia.

This additional invest-
ment was used to fill gaps
in services such as comput-
ers for a computer lab,

transporta-
tion, and
playground
equipment.

David
Renz,
board
member of
our local
Boys &
Girls Club,
shared
about the
value of
United

Way’s partnership with the
Boys & Girls Club.

“We keep youth on track
for school, work and life.
United Way’s regular annu-
al allocation to Boys &
Girls Club provided 2,000
children and youth with
subsidized afterschool and
summer programs in 2013.
This year, United Way was
able to fill an extra gap —
the roof and floor were
repaired at the Murray
County site making it safer
for the staff and kids.”

Pam Hogan, a board
chair of the Northwest
Georgia Family Crisis
Center, piped in with how
her agency benefits.

“Because of United Way,
the Family Crisis Center
provided over 300 adults
and children who are sur-
vivors of domestic violence
with shelter, advocacy, and
support including 6,506 bed
nights of shelter. United
Way filled additional gaps

this year by providing trans-
portation vouchers for
clients helping to assist
them in regaining their
independence and have a
fresh start.”

Steve Fallin, director of
Meals on Wheels, told those
in attendance at the Annual
Meeting about the impact
United Way has on the eld-
erly.

“In 2013, United Way’s
allocation to Meals on
Wheels provided 345 home-
bound elderly with 48,927
meals in Whitfield County
and 24,588 in Murray
County. This year, United
Way filled an additional gap
by providing upgrades to
the Meals on Wheels facili-
ty to improve service and
sanitation for meal prepara-
tion and delivery.”

Tim Ausmus, chair of
United Way’s Corporate
Volunteer Council shared,
“The United Way Volunteer
Center organized 106 group
volunteer projects last year.
In addition, United Way
recruited 518 readers, tutors
and mentors. In total, the
United Way mobilized
3,280 volunteers who gave
51,700 hours of service dur-
ing 2013.”

In total, United Way
made an impact of
$4,115,381 in the communi-
ty, when you combine our
financial investment and the
impact of volunteer service.

I also want you to know

that all of this awesome
work would not be possible
without the trust and
accountability that United
Way has always had in our
community.

We take our stewardship
role very seriously.

You can find a summary
of our unaudited financials
in the annual report which
is available on our website.

I am excited to let you
know that Celeste Creswell
passed the gavel to our new
Board Chair Brenda
Knowles, vice president of
commercial marketing and
product development at
Shaw Industries.

Brenda is already hard at
work, leading our 10-year
strategic planning process.

As you can see, volun-
teers are taking our commu-
nity to infinity and beyond!
We have a huge number of
superheroes who are out
doing heroic deeds, ensur-
ing that local people have
resources they need to suc-
cessful.

They don’t wear capes or
masks.

You can pass them in the
street and not even realize
you were in the presence of
a hero.

But they are there, hard
at work, filling gaps.

Amanda Burt is the pres-
ident of United Way of
Northwest Georgia.

Reflecting on a successful campaign

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Johnson seeks spot
on school board

My name is Jamie
Johnson and I am pleased to
announce my candidacy for
the Whitfield County Board
of Education.

Having an active leader-
ship role within the commu-
nity has always been impor-
tant to me. My motivation
for running for school board
comes from a vested interest
in our children’s education
and pride for our communi-
ty. I care about the future of
the Whitfield County School
system and believe it is a
system that can produce
qualified and competent
individuals to meet the
demands of the 21st century.
Investing in each student
will positively affect their
lives and provide an oppor-
tunity for them to reach their
full potential after gradua-
tion whether it is moving on
to technical school, college
or directly into the work-
force. We have to provide
students with the best public
education they deserve.

I graduated from East
Tennessee State University
with a bachelor’s degree in
criminology and later
obtained a master’s degree
in public administration
from Columbus State
University. I have lived in
Whitfield County for 14
years and been married to
my wife Jennifer for eight
years. She has the opportu-
nity each day to be involved
in the community, serving as
outreach manager for
Hamilton Medical Center.
For the past 14 years I have
served the citizens of Dalton
as a police officer and cur-
rently hold the rank of lieu-
tenant at the Dalton Police
Department. We attend
Salem Baptist Church and
have two children, Lilli and
Sawyer, who are currently in
the Whitfield County School
system. I have served as a
volunteer and community
coach with the Whitfield

County Recreation
Department. In addition, I
have been involved with var-
ious committees geared
toward community events.

I am passionate about
serving the children of our
school system as well as the
community. Together we can
help our children develop
the confidence and compe-
tence they need to face the
future head on. I would wel-
come the opportunity to
serve as a member of the
Whitfield County School
Board, focusing my efforts
to ensure the success of each
student by supporting the
teachers, staff and parents in
every way possible.

I respectfully ask for your
support and vote on May 20.

Jamie Johnson
Dalton

Be among the
informed voters

Primary election day is in
May this year.

Did you know? More
importantly, do you care?
And — most important —
will you participate or let
someone else control this
aspect of your future?
Whatever your answer, you
aren’t alone. Few fully
understand the “primary,”
“run-off” and “general”
election processes. Sadly,
few care and fewer still will
participate. A candidate
must be selected before she
or he can be elected.

Your and my voting
process is similar to our
choosing to cultivate a gar-
den. Under our imperfect
system you, others and I
must first select our garden
plot — an area of dirt — (a
political party), then select
and plant the seed (candi-
dates) and add the fertilizer
(manure) of political rheto-
ric if we expect a good har-
vest.

Gardens have several
crops — political offices.
From each crop, a produc-

tive harvest — an honest,
electable candidate — is the
goal. To ensure a better har-
vest, a thinning out of candi-
dates via a run off election is
likely. November general
election is harvest time.
Although dirt and seed sim-
ply coming together usually
produce something, addi-
tional factors are needed to
improve quality and quantity
of that harvest. You and I are
two of those factors.

Let’s you and I reread
Matthew 7:15-20, realize
our creator gave us a brain
for a reason, become
informed and rely on how
we are guided based upon
what we personally know.
America can still be saved;
our children and grandchil-
dren will benefit.

Only a very small per-
centage of knowledgeable
eligible voters will vote. It’s
very important that you be
one of these.

Frank Barnes
Dalton

We are robbed of
religious freedoms

In Misty Watson’s article
of Feb. 26 she wrote, “It sad-
dens me to hear that discrim-
ination is making a come-
back.”

Discrimination has never
left and never will, Misty, as
long as people can make
choices and perceive differ-
ences between things.

Like this letter I am writ-
ing to the editor. I prayed
that God would help me to
write the words he wanted
me to say to his people and
not what I wanted to say and
to give me the knowledge to
perceive the difference. The
difference between what
was right, his way, and what
would be wrong, my way.

As far as allowing homo-
sexuals to eat in your restau-
rant, this would be Jesus’
way. Not that he would be
approving of their lifestyle
for the Bible clearly states

for people of the same sex to
lie together is abomination.
But to show them the love of
Christ. In the Bible when the
Pharisees saw Jesus eating
with publicans and sinners,
they said unto his disciples
“How is it that he eateth and
drinketh with publicans and
sinners?”

When Jesus heard it, he
saith unto them, “They that
are whole have no need of
the physician, but they that
are sick: I came not to call
the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.” (St. Mark 2:
16-17).

Misty, you state in your
article concerning the
Preservation of Religious
Freedom Act (HB 1023 and
SB 377) “Why do we need
them? We’ve already got
freedom of religion.”

We did once, but it is
quickly being taken away
from us. When people who
are Christians are being sued
and hauled before courts
because of their belief in
God and his word and trying
to live by that belief we do
not have religious freedom.

For a person to bake a
cake or do flowers for a
homosexual wedding that
would enable the couple to
live a lifestyle that God says
is abomination would be sin-
ning against God and his
word. For a Christian to let a
homosexual couple stay the
night in their hotel would be
enabling them to commit
abomination and they would
be going against God’s
word.

The First Amendment to
the Constitution of the U.S.
of America states,
“Congress shall make no
law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibit-
ing the free exercise there-
of.” When we are denied our
right to worship God as he
tells us to do in his word our
religious freedom is being
taken away from us.

Helen L. Kizer
Dalton

Amanda
Burt

WORDS OF WISDOM
Bible verse: “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine

out of darkness,’ made his light shine in our hearts to
give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Christ.”

2 Corinthians 4:6

Thought for Today: “Nearly all our disasters come
from a few fools having the ’courage of their convic-
tions.”’

Coventry Patmore, English poet (1823-1896)


