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Viewpointsthe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

Staking our claim
So much is happening in 

our community, and I hear 
optimism for our future 
everywhere I turn. It’s an 
exciting time for develop-
ment. Rob Bradham, pres-
ident and CEO 
of the Greater 
Dalton Chamber 
of Commerce, 
detailed our posi-
tive momentum in 
a recent article.

United Way is 
all about building 
stronger commu-
nities and creating 
a brighter future. 
In fact, our her-
itage was built 
upon identifying 
and meeting 
needs in the community 
by mobilizing people and 
resources to improve lives. 
For more than 60 years, 
United Way has been tak-
ing on the most difficult 
problems and finding the 
most efficient and effec-
tive solutions. We are 
at the forefront working 
year-round to fight for the 
education, basic needs 
and health of every person 
in our community — the 
elderly, families, individ-
uals, children and youth, 
and our most vulnerable.

In April our Women’s 
Leadership Council hosted 
Ben and Erin Napier from 
HGTV’s “Home Town.” 
With the work our com-
munity is doing through 

the Believe Greater Dalton 
initiatives, we felt the 
Napiers and what they 
accomplished in their 
hometown of Laurel, 
Miss., would be inspira-

tional. And it cer-
tainly was! The 
Napiers shared 
their message 
of revitalizing 
small town USA 
with more than 
250 women at 
Walnut Hill Farm. 
Their discussion 
energized us! 
Ben and Erin 
are two ordinary 
individuals who 
decided to use 
their voice and 

talents for extraordinary 
change. Laurel sounded 
a lot like our hometown, 
so we asked the Napiers 
for advice on how we can 
effect positive change. 
They recommended we 
start with the book “Town 
Inc.”

So we did. Several 
people in our community 
have read “Town Inc.” 
and we are energized by 
what we’ve read. The book 
talks about several towns 
that have staked a claim 
as the “__________ (fill 
in the blank) Capital of 
the World.” It struck me 
personally that we don’t 
have to look far with our 
proud entrepreneurial her-
itage and innovative spirit 

to draw our own conclu-
sions of what we could be. 
We are the Floorcovering 
Capital of the World with 
an entrepreneurial spirit to 
move us forward and cre-
ate a vibrant community.

As a next step, the 
United Way’s Women’s 
Leadership Council and 
the Young Leaders Society 
are hosting a community 
book study of “Town Inc.” 
Brenda Knowles, vice pres-
ident of commercial mar-
keting and product devel-
opment at Shaw Industries, 
and Landon Hair, general 
manager of the Marketing 
Alliance Group, will facil-
itate a book talk during 
lunch on July 17 at the 
Mack Gaston Community 
Center. Bring your own 
book and join us from 
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Lunch 
is $10. Registration is 
available at ourunitedway.
org and is open to every-
one. We are working in 
collaboration with Believe 
Greater Dalton to empower 
our community to stake our 
claim.

United Way board mem-
ber Emily Kiker Finkell, 
CEO of Emily Morrow 
Home, shared this after 
reading the book: “I’m 
awestruck by the perfect 
timing of when ‘Town 
Inc.’ was brought to our 
attention by Erin and Ben 
Napier during our WLC 
Spring Symposium. As 

entrepreneurs and residents 
of Dalton, Georgia, we 
are rich with far greater 
resources and talent than 
most of the cities men-
tioned in the book. In 
fact, we have even greater 
advantages than the exam-
ples of the cities used by 
the author ... we have had 
some very committed 
leaders in our community 
who have worked hard and 
paid the price for decades 
to ensure that our floorcov-
ering-centric industry 
remains strong and com-
petitive both nationally and 
on a global scale.

“This is not to be taken 
for granted. Just look at 
the furniture industry 
which has been vastly 
impacted by cheaper labor 
and materials of overseas 
manufacturing. This is 
of such great importance 
in more ways than many 
could imagine. Whether 
it’s jobs, career paths for 
our current and next gen-
erations, or simply being 
able to tap into the ancil-
lary opportunities that 
surround our industry, we 
are all better off because 
of their commitment.”

Join us on July 17 and 
let’s continue the positive 
momentum.

Amanda Burt is the 
president of the United 
Way of Northwest 
Georgia.

The Democrats’ socialist meltdown
What a great July 4.
The skies over America the 

Beautiful were filled with fire-
works, and the twittersphere was 
filled with three Democratic sena-
tors blowing themselves up.

My U.S. senator Kamala Harris, 
Massachusetts’ Elizabeth Warren 
and New York’s Kirsten 
Gillibrand spent their 
holiday week attacking 
President Trump in speech-
es and tweets.

It was rough stuff from 
three lefties who think 
they’re going to be the next 
president and apparently 
think that tweeting like 
Trump is going to make 
their delusion come true.

Harris of California 
warned her followers that 
Trump is planning to nom-
inate someone who’ll over-
turn Roe vs. Wade because she’s 
certain he wants to punish women 
“for wanting to control their bodies, 
their lives and their futures.”

Warren tweeted to her followers 
and fellow Native Americans that 
Trump’s short list of Supreme Court 
nominees “was hand-picked by 
right-wing extremists who want to 
criminalize abortions.”

And Gillibrand echoed socialist 
Bernie Sanders, hitting the pres-
ident for strictly enforcing immi-
gration laws that separated illegal 
immigrants from their children at 
the Mexican border.

No word on what CNN pun-
dit-in-training Stormy Daniels 
tweeted, probably because she’s 

still touring the senior strip-club 
circuit.

The Democrats are in deep trou-
ble and they know it. As Trump is 
only getting stronger, wilier and 
more popular, Democrats only get 
more desperate and stupid.

When Supreme Court Justice 
Anthony Kennedy 
announced his retirement 
last week, the thought of 
President Trump nam-
ing his successor sent 
Democrats into a complete 
meltdown.

The mental state of the 
typical diehard Democrat 
or MSNBC host is now 
somewhere between terri-
fied and my congresswom-
an Maxine Waters.

Somehow the bosses of 
the desperate Democratic 
Party have concluded that 

the only way they’re going to cap-
ture the House this fall and take the 
White House away from President 
Trump in 2020 is to out-Bernie 
Bernie.

Good luck with that plan in Texas, 
Florida and Pennsylvania, comrades.

But I’m a kinder and gentler 
Republican. I like to help the less 
fortunate when I can.

I’d like to offer the Democratic 
leadership a free TV or radio spot to 
help them.

It’s not perfect, and it hasn’t been 
cleared yet by the Russians. But 
maybe they can use it in their fall 
media campaign.

Here goes:
“If you want to see Trump 

impeached, vote for us on Nov. 6.
“If you want Nancy Pelosi in 

charge of the House again, vote for 
us.

 “If you want socialism for 
America like they just voted for in 
New York, vote for us.

“If you want to eliminate border 
protection, vote for us.

“If you want a weak military, 
vote for us.

“If you don’t like your federal 
income tax cut, vote for us.

“If you want more abortions, vote 
for us.

“If you want to turn the USA into 
California, vote for us.

“If you don’t like America’s oil 
and gas boom, vote for us.”

 I’ll leave a dozen other easy 
examples for desperate Democrats 
to think up. It’ll be easy for them, 
now that they’ve dropped their 
masks and are showing us their true 
socialist faces.

Maybe they can get help from 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the 
socialist from the Bronx who 
knocked off 10-term incumbent 
House member Joe Crowley in a 
Democratic primary last week.

She’s only 28, but I hear some 
people think she’s the future of the 
Democratic Party.

If that’s true, that’s good news for 
Republicans. The only thing we’ll 
have to worry about now is who we 
should pick to succeed President 
Trump in 2024.

Michael Reagan is the son of 
President Ronald Reagan, a politi-
cal consultant and an author. 
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The Gainesville 
Times says the deadly 
rampage against a 
Maryland newsroom 
highlights a threat 
that journalists 
worldwide face:

It is a telling commen-
tary on the state of our 
nation that many, upon 
hearing of the shootings 
recently at the Capital 
Gazette in Annapolis, Md., 
wondered if the motivation 
for the attack was political 
in nature.

Was this what happens 
when the president declares 
the press an enemy of the 
people? When radical liber-
als call for violence against 
radical conservatives? 
When the term “main-
stream media” is uttered in 
snide contempt? Was this 
what happens to purveyors 
of fake news?

In the immediacy of the 
event, it was impossible not 
to ponder those possible 
motives for the shooter who 
killed five members of the 
Gazette’s staff and wound-
ed others.

In the end, the motive 
for the attack was found to 
be much more pedestrian. 
Law enforcement officials 
say the shooter was a man 
with a grudge who felt he 
had been harmed by cov-
erage in the newspaper in 
the past, had sued the paper 
in court and lost, and ulti-
mately set out with a shot-
gun to get revenge.

It wasn’t politics. It 
was journalists killed for 
doing what journalists do, 
although in this case the 
newspaper staffers with 
whom the assailant had 
a history no longer even 
worked there, and those 
killed had nothing to do 
with the events that led 
to his lawsuit against the 
paper.

We aren’t really accus-
tomed to journalists being 
attacked and killed in this 
country. It happens occa-
sionally, but not with the 
regularity that it does in 
other nations. Data gath-
ered by The Committee to 
Protect Journalists indi-
cates seven journalists were 
slain in the United States 
from 1992-2015 in job-re-
lated attacks. The recent 
events added five new 
names to the list.

Worldwide, the threat to 
those who attempt to report 
the news is much larger. 
The Committee reports 29 
journalists killed around 
the world so far in 2018, 
and 1,306 since 1992, 
about 25 a year. Mexico, 
Columbia and certain 
Middle Eastern countries 
have proven to be the most 
dangerous places for jour-
nalists to ply their trade.

The numbers are low 
in comparison to those in 
high-risk professions, such 
as military personnel and 
first responders, but the 
reality is that in most cases 
those who attack journal-
ists aren’t just attacking an 
individual, but an institu-
tion. In the Gazette shoot-
ing, it likely didn’t matter 
to the assailant that those 
he killed had nothing to do 
with the original coverage 
that left him enraged; it was 
the newspaper itself that 
was his enemy, the newspa-
per he attacked.

And the next day, it was 
the Gazette newspaper that 
miraculously was on the 
streets, with its coverage 

of the attack and stories of 
the staffers killed, with its 
blank editorial page reflect-
ing, as it said, the fact the 
paper was “speechless.”

So what to make of the 
attack on the Gazette given 
the facts as we know them 
now? Newspapers, and 
other media outlets, make 
enemies. That has been 
true for as long as there 
has been any avenue for 
distributing the news. In 
the Maryland attack, anger 
turned to vitriol, which 
turned to deadly rage.

Would that rage have 
been expressed in such a 
violent manner if ours were 
currently a less hostile soci-
ety? That’s a question better 
suited to being answered by 
historians a century down 
the road.

While not of this magni-
tude, attacks on journalist 
have happened in the past. 
Remember 2001, when 
anthrax was mailed to 
a number of journalists, 
resulting in the death of 
one? That was long before 
the concept of “fake news” 
was ever introduced into 
the nation’s lexicon. But it’s 
hard not to wonder if mass 
shootings are not somehow 
more readily accepted 
now as an option for those 
whose irrational minds 
convince them there is 
some sort of perverse honor 
in killing.

As journalists, we’ll 
leave the psychiatric anal-
ysis to others better trained 
to do so. That’s not our 
jobs. We are there to report 
on what happens, to give 
perspective when we can 
and to keep our communi-
ties informed about what’s 
going on around them. That 
was the job of the Capital 
Gazette before the shoot-
ing, and the day after as 
well. Mere hours after the 
shooting, staff members 
gathered in a garage across 
the street and banged out 
stories on laptops in the 
back of a pickup truck.

“I can tell you this. We 
are putting out a damn 
paper,” reporter Chase 
Cook said on Twitter.

Professionally we grieve, 
and symbolically link arms 
with those everywhere who 
take it upon themselves 
to report the news to the 
masses. Personally, you 
wonder if it could ever 
happen to you, remember-
ing threats from unhappy 
people in the past and fully 
aware of how easily those 
can escalate into something 
more.

This shooting isn’t 
more or less significant 
because it happened 
at a newspaper office. 
Previous deadly incidents 
at schools, nightclubs and 
other workplaces hit close 
enough to home for all of 
us. Initially it had a dif-
ferent feel because of the 
role played by journalists 
in our society, but in the 
end it was just another 
sad, demented soul with a 
heart full of anger and a 
gun full of ammunition.

One of the truisms of 
the profession is that we all 
sometimes report on things 
we can’t fully comprehend. 
We’ll never understand the 
carnage of Annapolis, but 
the people of the world will 
hear about it and be able to 
draw their own conclusions 
— because the journalists 
of the world will tell them 
what they need to know to 
do so.

Just as the staff of the 
Gazette did the very day 
they lost five of their col-
leagues.
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