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Our View

“I don’t understand the big deal 
about an Olive Garden. It’s pasta, 
folks. Just lots of pasta. Anyone 
can cook pasta.”

“The new downtown master plan 
is all well and good, but who’s 
going to pay for it? The city of 
Dalton has to convince voters to 
pass a SPLOST just to pave some 
city streets.”

“Whose absurd idea was it 
to silence train whistles/horns? 
Could it be that millennial snow-
flakes living downtown can’t 
deal with the horns? If so, maybe 
there should be a safe space/
room with crayons and coloring 
books for them to flee to when the 
trains come through. Trains are 
an icon in America. Who could 
ever imagine the idea of silencing 
train horns which are for safety? I 
live a half mile from the trains and 
love hearing the horns and have 
since childhood. If you don’t want 
to hear train horns, don’t buy an 
apartment 25 feet from the train 
tracks. I can’t imagine the rail-
road agreeing to such a ridiculous 
notion. Leave the historic train 
whistles alone.”

“Mike Babb is no longer a com-
missioner nor the chairman of the 
commission. He is, however, the 
individual who is ramrodding the 
push for the SPLOST. He has no 
election to lose, unlike the current 
commissioners who are too scared 
of the taxpayers revolt that’s com-
ing.”

“The SPLOST penny is an illu-
sion to fool apathetic voters into 
funding municipal palaces.”

“I love reading the Forum where 
the city of Dalton voters are com-

plaining about a SPLOST when 
they actually voted in a 30-year, 
$50 million general obligation 
bond to build a middle school. So 
how’s that going to work out for 
you?”

“What do you want to call inde-
cent exposure?”

“You have lost your mind. 
Trump is not bowing down to 
Putin nor is he committing trea-
sonous acts with Russia.”

“If President Trump has told 
‘thousands’ of lies since the elec-
tion, who has been around to count 
and document this 24/7 process? Is 
this yet more fake news?”

Editor’s note: The Washington 
Post’s Fact Checker is keep-
ing track and reports through 
Feb. 3: “In 745 days, President 
Trump has made 8,459 false or 
misleading claims.” 

“President Trump may have told 
some lies, but he also has spoken 
more truths than his predecessor.”

“You can deny it until the cows 
come home. You can blame it on 
the media. But it won’t change the 

fact that Donald Trump is a patho-
logical, delusional liar.”

“Trump had a chance to negoti-
ate lower drug prices with Canada 
while ending NAFTA, but didn’t. 
Another Trump accomplishment.”

“There’s one good thing about 
that list of Democratic presidential 
hopefuls. It sure has made me pray 
a lot more.”

“How appropriate that Chuck 
Schumer would pick a sore loser 
like Stacey Abrams to do a rebut-
tal of our great President Donald 
Trump’s State of the Union 
address.”

“The Weather Channel didn’t 
say that we would all get snow. 
A sprinkle here, a flurry there. 
Nobody said anything about any 
four or five or six inches of snow. 
If you ran to the store to get milk 
and bread, you can freeze the 
bread and hope you drink the 
milk.”

“It is time for all responsible 
Republican leaders on a local, 
state and federal level to bail on 
Trump.”
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Send your letter to the editor to 
charlesoliver@dailycitizen.news.

The Daily Citizen-News welcomes 
opinions from readers on topics of 
public interest. Because of space 
considerations, letters should not 

exceed 400 words. You may also mail 
your letter to the Daily Citizen-News 
at P.O. Box 1167, Dalton, GA 30722.

Local residents, 
businesses once 
again step up 

during United 
Way campaign
“United Way exceeds record-breaking goal.”
When we saw that headline in this past 

Sunday’s Daily Citizen-News, we weren’t 
surprised. Now we did have many other sen-
timents — pride, excitement and optimism 
among them — as we learned the United Way 
of Northwest Georgia surpassed its $4.1 mil-
lion campaign goal for 2018, which is a record 
for the agency.

The United Way’s fundraising campaign 
began in 1952, and in recent years, the amount 
donated by local residents and businesses has 
steadily climbed. For example, the United 
Way’s 2017 campaign goal of $3.9 mil-
lion was exceeded with $4.018 million raised. 
In 2015, the agency raised $3.75 million. 

The 2018 campaign co-chairs were long-
time Dalton residents Debbie and Bryan 
Macon. They worked tirelessly, alongside 
their campaign cabinet and United Way staff, 
to raise money to improve the lives of those in 
Whitfield and Murray counties.

“We strongly believe in the value of United 
Way,” Bryan Macon said in the story that 
accompanied the headline. “United Way 
brings together the people, passion and 
resources to create lasting change. We set an 
aggressive goal and we achieved it thanks to 
the hard work and dedication of our campaign 
cabinet and board members.”

Now, it’s time to celebrate the communi-
ty’s achievement. The public is invited to the 
United Way’s Annual Meeting and Volunteer 
Awards on Tuesday, March 5, at 3:30 p.m. at 
Stage 123 in downtown Dalton. Campaign 
awards for top performers will be given out, as 
well as the Elaine Butler Award for volunteer-
ism in Murray County, the Connie Woodward 
Award for volunteerism in Whitfield County 
and the Elbert Shaw Memorial Scholarship.

We are eager to see what the United Way’s 
2019 campaign goal is later in the year, and 
we are hopeful we can continue the communi-
ty’s positive momentum.

We can already envision next year’s head-
line: “United Way exceeds record-breaking 
goal — once again.”

Time to embrace cursive 
handwriting again

While organizing my home office 
a few weeks ago, I came across a let-
ter my grandfather wrote in 1924.

He wrote that 
eloquent letter to 
his best friend’s 
wife, consoling her 
on the loss of her 
mother. His cursive 
handwriting was 
artful — perfect 
penmanship.

He wrote the 
letter when he was 
21. Since he died 
at 34, when my 
father was only 3, it 
is among the most 
cherished items I 
have from a grandfather I never got 
to meet.

Such is the power of the handwrit-
ten letter, an art that has died along 
with the art of cursive handwriting.

You see, many American schools 
have phased out lessons in cursive. 
There is a waning need for it in the 
modern era, some argue, and the 
classes take too much time.

Cursive originated centuries ago. 
It’s the result of technological inno-
vations such as inkwells and quill 
pens made from goose feathers.

Because ink dripped when the 
quill was lifted from the paper, it 
made sense to connect letters in 
words together in one flowing line — 
and the art of cursive writing began.

Cursive became less necessary 

with the invention of the ballpoint 
pen, which does not leak and, tech-
nically, does not require cursive 
writing.

Changing technology, which led to 
electronic documents completed on 
computers, has also contributed to 
less need for handwritten signatures.

As a result, millions of younger 
Americans have not been taught 
cursive penmanship. But that’s being 
rethought by no small number of 
educators.

Fourteen states have passed laws 
mandating that students become pro-
ficient in cursive writing.

Proponents of cursive argue that it 
must be taught for several practical 
reasons.

How can someone who can’t read 
cursive read and appreciate a hand-
written note from grandma — or 
original, historic documents such as 
the U.S. Constitution?

Proponents also argue that stu-
dents who take notes using longhand, 
rather than a keyboard, are more 
likely to master subjects.

In Psychology Today, Dr. William 
Klemm, a senior professor of neu-
roscience at Texas A&M University, 
argues that cursive writing “helps 
train the brain to integrate visual, 
and tactile information, and fine 
motor dexterity ... To write legible 
cursive, fine motor control is needed 
over the fingers. You have to pay 
attention and think about what and 
how you are doing it. You have to 

practice. Brain imaging studies show 
that cursive activates areas of the 
brain that do not participate in key-
boarding.”

There are other important reasons 
to carry on the art of cursive hand-
writing — and the art of the hand-
written letter.

When was the last time you 
received a handwritten letter? The 
last time you wrote one?

Is there anything more wonderful 
than opening your mailbox to find 
an envelope with your name and 
address, and a friend or family mem-
ber’s name and return address, hand-
written on it?

I hate to admit it, but the last time I 
received such a letter was years ago, 
when my sisters and I sent our newly 
retired parents on a trip to Florida. 
Each day that week, our mother 
wrote a letter and mailed it to one of 
us.

She and my father both have 
impeccable penmanship. Her letters 
look more like art than a form of 
communication. My sisters and I 
spent hours sharing those letters and 
laughing out loud.

We still have those letters, and 
they still make us laugh out loud.

That’s the power of a letter hand-
written in cursive.

Tom Purcell is a Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review humor columnist. 
Send comments to him at Tom@
TomPurcell.com.
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