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Our View

Local residents,
businesses once
again step up
during United
Way campaign
“United Way exceeds record-breaking goal.”
When we saw that headline in this past
Sunday’s Daily Citizen-News, we weren’t
surprised. Now we did have many other sentiments — pride, excitement and optimism
among them — as we learned the United Way
of Northwest Georgia surpassed its $4.1 million campaign goal for 2018, which is a record
for the agency.
The United Way’s fundraising campaign
began in 1952, and in recent years, the amount
donated by local residents and businesses has
steadily climbed. For example, the United
Way’s 2017 campaign goal of $3.9 million was exceeded with $4.018 million raised.
In 2015, the agency raised $3.75 million.
The 2018 campaign co-chairs were longtime Dalton residents Debbie and Bryan
Macon. They worked tirelessly, alongside
their campaign cabinet and United Way staff,
to raise money to improve the lives of those in
Whitfield and Murray counties.
“We strongly believe in the value of United
Way,” Bryan Macon said in the story that
accompanied the headline. “United Way
brings together the people, passion and
resources to create lasting change. We set an
aggressive goal and we achieved it thanks to
the hard work and dedication of our campaign
cabinet and board members.”
Now, it’s time to celebrate the community’s achievement. The public is invited to the
United Way’s Annual Meeting and Volunteer
Awards on Tuesday, March 5, at 3:30 p.m. at
Stage 123 in downtown Dalton. Campaign
awards for top performers will be given out, as
well as the Elaine Butler Award for volunteerism in Murray County, the Connie Woodward
Award for volunteerism in Whitfield County
and the Elbert Shaw Memorial Scholarship.
We are eager to see what the United Way’s
2019 campaign goal is later in the year, and
we are hopeful we can continue the community’s positive momentum.
We can already envision next year’s headline: “United Way exceeds record-breaking
goal — once again.”
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ter my grandfather wrote in 1924.
He wrote that
eloquent letter to
his best friend’s
wife, consoling her
on the loss of her
mother. His cursive
handwriting was
artful — perfect
penmanship.
He wrote the
letter when he was
21. Since he died
at 34, when my
Tom
father was only 3, it
Purcell
is among the most
cherished items I
have from a grandfather I never got
to meet.
Such is the power of the handwritten letter, an art that has died along
with the art of cursive handwriting.
You see, many American schools
have phased out lessons in cursive.
There is a waning need for it in the
modern era, some argue, and the
classes take too much time.
Cursive originated centuries ago.
It’s the result of technological innovations such as inkwells and quill
pens made from goose feathers.
Because ink dripped when the
quill was lifted from the paper, it
made sense to connect letters in
words together in one flowing line —
and the art of cursive writing began.
Cursive became less necessary
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“I don’t understand the big deal
about an Olive Garden. It’s pasta,
folks. Just lots of pasta. Anyone
can cook pasta.”
“The new downtown master plan
is all well and good, but who’s
going to pay for it? The city of
Dalton has to convince voters to
pass a SPLOST just to pave some
city streets.”
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“Whose absurd idea was it
to silence train whistles/horns?
Could it be that millennial snowflakes living downtown can’t
deal with the horns? If so, maybe
plaining about a SPLOS
there should be a safe space/
they actually voted in a 3
room with crayons and coloring
$50 million general obli
books for them to flee to when
the bybond
to build a middle s
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trains come through. Trains are
how’s that going to work
an icon in America. Who could
you?”

