
SUBMITTED BY THE
BANDY HERITAGE CENTER

On Wednesday, the Bandy
Heritage Center at Dalton
State College will host
retired Col. Paul Longgrear,
U.S. Army, for the lecture
“My Lai: A Retrospective.”

As commander of Alpha
Company, 46th Infantry
Battalion of the Americal
Division, Longgrear secured
the area of operation, includ-
ing the My Lai villages, for
Lt. Gen. William R. Peers’
November 1969 inquiry of
the original Army investiga-
tion of the My Lai massacre
of March 16, 1968, during
the Vietnam War. Longgrear
will speak on his role in the
investigation and the findings
of Peers’ investigation.

A twenty-six year veteran
of the U.S. Army, Longgrear
was awarded the Silver Star for
his actions as a member of a
Special Forces team at Lang
Vei during the Tet Offensive of
February 1968. During his dis-
tinguished career, Longgrear
was also awarded Bronze Stars
for Valor and three Purple
Hearts. Longgrear is a recent
inductee into the U.S. Army

R a n g e r
Hall of
F a m e ,
located at
F o r t
Benning.
He is the
subject of
the docu-
m e n t a r y
“The Man

Left Behind,” based on his
experience at Lang Vei.

The lecture is free and open
to the public and will take
place from 6 to 8 p.m. in room
105 of the James E. Brown
Center at Dalton State College. 

For more information on

this and other Bandy
Heritage Center events, con-
tact project director Brian
Hilliard at bhilliar@dalton-
state.edu or (706) 272-4452.

To learn more about the
Bandy Heritage Center,
please visit www.bandyher-
itagecenter.org or check the
center out on Facebook.
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 Holston Gases
 GRAND OPENING
 October 9, 2014

 380 Hollywood Drive
 Dalton, GA 30721

 706-278-6339

 Hours 9am to 4pm Lunch 11am to 1pm

 Door Prizes will be given
 Also equipment demonstrations

 COME JOIN US FOR 
 A NEW BEGINNING

 179227

 Mill Creek Child Care Center has 
 openings in the Free Georgia Pre-K 

 Program. Taught by certified teachers, this 
 program is designed for the year before 

 kindergarten, and designed to assist your 
 child in a life-long love of learning! 

  Three year old care also available.  
 Call 706-673-6651 or 706-483-9448

  for additional information.

179104

Please raise your hand
if you’ve ever been helped
by anyone. (OK, we can’t
really see who has a hand
raised or not, but are
guessing most everyone
answering honestly would
have a hand in the air.)

Seems we all need a lit-
tle help now and again.
Perhaps the reason stems
from a long-term hardship.
But then again, occasional-
ly a situation may arise
where one finds herself or
himself just a moment
away from going from
being a helper to being the
one in need of help.

Take Teina, for exam-
ple, a local woman who
awhile back started her day
normally but found it
quickly changed in the
blink of an eye.

While getting ready for
work one morning, Teina
suffered a massive brain
aneurysm. In addition to
the physical complications
incurred from this inci-
dent, she found herself
unable to work for three
months and as a result
struggled to pay for her
housing.

Her guardian angel
came via the United Way
of Northwest Georgia.

Through the United
Way, Teina received finan-
cial assistance and averted
losing her home. But Teina
is far from the only one
served by our local United
Way agency.

More than 67,000 peo-
ple and 21 agencies were
impacted positively by the
United Way in Whitfield
and Murray counties alone
last year. That’s quite a
number. Another example
of one of those receiving
much-needed help from
that organization is young
Daniel.

After having been born
prematurely, Daniel has a
feeding tube and also battles
seizures, lung disease, car-
diac problems and has diffi-
culty swallowing. In addi-
tion, Daniel is autistic and
struggles to communicate.

Through individual and
corporate investments
given to the United Way,
Daniel is able to receive
comprehensive speech
therapy and is now able to
talk. What a relief that
must be to the family of

this young man.
Those are just two

examples of how our local
United Way has bettered
lives.

“You can always find
people touched by the
United Way,” said Andrea
Mansfield, director of com-
munity engagement for the
United Way.

Sometimes the people
on the giving end are
touched as well, she said,
adding that this year’s
United Way campaign slo-
gan is “Be a Game
Changer.”

“To me the big thing
about United Way is how
many people come togeth-
er (to help) from diverse
backgrounds. We’re able to
all unite and that’s a great
way to give back to the
community,” Mansfield
said.

Working together, social
service agencies, faith-
based organizations, corpo-
rations, government agen-
cies, volunteer and individ-
ual donors improve the
education, basic needs and
health of the people of
northwest Georgia.

Yes, “getting” is always
nice. But many times giv-
ing feels so much better.

The 2014 fundraising
campaign for the United
Way of Northwest Georgia
is underway with a goal of
$3.55 million. To find out
how you may contribute
financially or to find out
more about volunteer
opportunities through the
United Way, visit
www.ourunitedway.org or
call the local office at
(706) 876-1580.

Werner and Mary Braun
live in Dalton. He is the
retired president of the
Dalton-based Carpet and
Rug Institute.

Werner and
Mary Braun

The joy
of giving SUBMITTED BY WHITFIELD

COUNTY GOVERNMENT

The Whitfield County Fire
Department will hold its 25th
annual Give Burns the Boot
campaign this weekend.

“Last year Whitfield
County firefighters collected
$16,368, and we need your
help once again this year in
order to be a successful
drive,” Lt. Chris West said.

Firefighters will be con-
ducting the Boot Drive on
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
at the following locations:

■ Station 1: Cleveland
Highway and the north
bypass.

■ Stations 2 and 10:
Cleveland Highway and Ga.
Highway 2.

■ Stations 3 and 8:
Airport Road and Chatsworth
Highway.

■ Stations 4 and 5:
Highway 41 and Connector
3.

■ Stations 6, 7 and 9:
Highway 201 and Highway
41.

The rain date will be

Saturday, Oct. 18, if needed.
“Fire and burn injuries can

strike anyone at anytime,”
West said. “The Georgia
Firefighters Burn Foundation
is working to help prevent
fire-related injuries and
deaths through education. In
addition, the foundation sup-
ports the burn centers in
Georgia to allow them to
offer the best possible treat-
ment for the patients.”

A portion of the total
funds raised is returned to the
local fire department to sup-
port education and preven-
tion efforts in the Whitfield
County community.

“The Burn Foundation is
grateful to all of the citizens
and firefighters that support
this campaign. Our work
would not be possible with-
out them,” said Executive
Director Dennis Gardin.

In recognition of the hard
work the firefighters do on
behalf of the Burn
Foundation, an incentive pro-
gram has been instituted. Ten
percent of each department’s
total dollar amount raised is

returned to the department
for fire safety and burn edu-
cation efforts.

“By supporting the Boot
Drive, the public is also sup-
porting their local fire depart-
ment and their own commu-
nity,” Gardin said.

One of the biggest efforts
Boot Drive funds make pos-
sible is Camp Oo-U-La,
Georgia’s only camp held
exclusively for burn-injured
children. Each year, dozens
of children with burn injuries
attend the camp, paid for
entirely by the Burn
Foundation. This effort
allows the campers one week
a year in which they can live
without society’s cruel com-
ments and stares at their scars
and just be kids.

Other programs include
the Chesney Fallen
Firefighters Memorial Grant
Program, named in memory
of the Gwinnett County fire-
fighter who died in the line
of duty, which provides
funding for fire safety/burn
prevention education and
work with both the Grady

Memorial Hospital’s Burn
Center in Atlanta and the
Joseph M. Still Burn Center
in Augusta.

“Without the support of
our citizens each year, the
Boot Drive would not be a
success,” West said. “The
Whitfield County Fire
Department is proud to take
part in the drive, and we ask
that you continue your sup-
port and give as much as you
can. Please give generously
when a firefighter asks for
your support.”

The Burn Foundation was
founded in 1982 by a group
of DeKalb County firefight-
ers. During the last 32 years,
the foundation has grown to
incorporate the entire state
and expanded its work to
include all Georgians. In
1990, the Give Burns the
Boot campaign was started to
support the foundation’s
efforts. Since that time, fire-
fighters have continued their
support by collecting more
than $12 million.

For more information, go
to www.gfbf.org.

Whitfield firefighters plan Give
Burns the Boot drive on Saturday
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