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Today’s weather
Mostly sunny. High of 47, 

low of 30. See page 2A.

Officials not aware of any school walkouts planned today

Whitfield County Schools 
Super intendent Judy 
Gilreath says talk of any 
walkouts by students today 
seem to have died down.

“Northwest was the only 
high school where we heard 
anything,” she said. “The 
other two principals (at 
Southeast Whitfield High 

School and Coahulla Creek 
High School) said that it 
hadn’t even been men-
tioned.”

Students at Northwest had 
planned a walkout at 10 a.m. 
today to honor the 17 people 
killed during a shooting at 
a high school in Parkland, 
Fla., last month, and to 
discuss how to reduce vio-
lence and improve school 
safety. Gilreath had origi-
nally given permission for 

the walkout but on Monday, 
citing safety concerns, she 
rescinded that permission.

“If some students wish 
to use the time to pro-
test guns in schools, others 
may feel strongly other-
wise, and confrontations 
could ensue,” she wrote in 
a letter to parents, students 
and staff. “The possibility 
of individuals from out-
side the school community 
being drawn to the cam-

puses poses risks we simply 
cannot ignore.”

“(Principal Britt Adams) 
said when he talked to them 
(the students) they under-
stood the reasons,” Gilreath 
said Tuesday evening.

Hayley Caldwell, the 
junior who was organizing 
the walkout at Northwest, 
said Monday she “was 
not necessarily upset with 
her (Gilreath’s) decision 
because I understand how 

some of the online com-
ments would lead her to 
believe it would not be 
safe.”

“I was more upset with 
the way people reacted at 
the idea of teenagers speak-
ing out,” she said. “We are 
citizens, too. Many of us 
are voting or will be voting 
soon. I will be voting soon.”

Caldwell does not plan 
on walking out. She said in 
an email Tuesday evening 

she’d heard some students 
say they are still going to 
walk out. But she said most 
of them are freshmen and 
she thinks only one or two 
may actually do it.

Gilreath says she isn’t 
trying to discourage student 
voices. 

Students at Dalton High 
School plan a forum on 

By Charles Oliver
charlesoliver@ 

daltoncitizen.com

  Pleal all➢ WALK, 7A

Dalton school board 
looking at all ideas 
to improve safety

Adding metal detectors. Increasing the 
number of school resource officers. Being 
able to lock down individual sections of 
school buildings. Increase the number of 
security cameras.

These are just a few of the suggestions 
Dalton Public Schools interim Superintendent 
Don Amonett says have come up in talking to 
system teachers and staff, law enforcement 
and other school systems to improve school 
safety.

“But this isn’t just a building issue,” 
Amonett said Tuesday night at a Board of 
Education listening session on school safety 
at Dalton High School.

Board Chairman Rick Fromm said all of 
those suggestions are on the table, as are any 
ideas brought up at the listening session.

“But not all of them will be implement-
ed,” he said. “Some ideas may conflict with 
others. Staff may come back and determine 
some of them may not be effective.”

The listening session took place less 
than two weeks after police said teacher 
Randal Davidson fired a revolver in a class-

room at Dalton High School on Feb. 28. 
He remains in the Whitfield County jail on 
charges of aggravated assault (gun), terror-
istic threats and acts, carrying a weapon in 
school safety zones (non-license), reckless 
conduct, disrupting a public school and pos-

By Charles Oliver
charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com

Former 
students 
organize 
march to 
support 
Davidson

Albert Adhya studied with 
Randal Davidson for two years 
at Dalton High School, taking 
Advanced Placement history 
from Davidson in his sopho-
more year and International 
Baccalaureate history his senior 
year.

“He was a great teacher,” 
Adhya said. “He treated us like 
adults and tried to get us to 
think for ourselves. He genuine-
ly cared for his students, and we 
cared about him. He was some-
one we looked up to.”

Davidson is accused of fir-
ing a revolver in a classroom 
at Dalton High School on 
Feb. 28. A bond hearing for 
him is scheduled for Friday. 
He remains in the Whitfield 
County jail and is charged with 
aggravated assault (gun), terror-
istic threats and acts, carrying a 
weapon in school safety zones 
(non-license), reckless conduct, 
disrupting a public school and 
possession of a firearm during 
the commission of a felony.

Guadalupe Nunez also 
took AP and IB history from 
Davidson and said he went out 
of his way to help his students.

“My senior year I was preg-
nant and had my son that year,” 
she said. “I was struggling a lot, 
keeping focused and keeping up 
with my classes. I was taking 
another IB class and AP classes. 
He, and other teachers, went out 
of their way to help keep me on 
track.”

She said she was stunned to 
hear that Davidson had fired a 
gun in his classroom.

“He was always so positive, 
so funny and enthusiastic about 
what was going on in the class-
room,” she said.

That’s why Adhya and Nunez 
and other former students of 
Davidson want to show their 
support for him.

“He obviously made a mis-
take, but at the same time, it 
seems like there was a lot going 
on in his personal life that we 
don’t know about,” Adhya said. 

By Charles Oliver
charlesoliver@ 

daltoncitizen.com

  Pleal all➢ MARCH, 7A

Volunteers 
celebrated 
in record 
United 
Way year

The United Way of Northwest 
Georgia is No. 1 in the state in 
percentage of giving and is ranked 
in the top 11 percent of all United 
Ways in the nation in the amount 
of money raised, President Amanda 
Burt said Tuesday at the orga-
nization’s Annual Meeting and 
Volunteer Awards.

A record-setting 2017 campaign 
by the local United Way saw $4.018 
million raised to benefit 55,168 
individuals through the efforts of 
local charities and service groups. 
The goal was $3.9 million. Joe 
Young of Engineered Floors was 
the 2017 campaign chairman.

Ken Jackson, 2018 board chair-
man, said the secret to the current 
success is the actions of those who 
have led the United Way here in the 
past.

“When I look back at the mem-
bers of the board of the local United 
Way it is like a list of local stars,” 
Jackson said as the gavel was 
passed to him at the event at Stage 
123 in downtown Dalton. “We have 
been blessed with past leadership. 
Those leaders have through their 
own example set the course for us.”

Following through on the United 
Way’s strategic guidelines for com-

By Chris Whitfield
chriswhitfield@daltoncitizen.com

PhOtOs By Matt haMiltOn/Daily Citizen-News
John Shaw, left, and Matthew Moore, right, 2017 United Way board chair, award the 
Elbert Shaw Memorial Scholarships to Lilli Ownby, middle left, and Chloe Medlin. 
Medlin also received the Youth Volunteer of the Year award.

Karen Townsend hugs George Woodward after she 
received the Connie Woodward Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism in Whitfield County. George Woodward 
is the son of Connie Woodward.

munity impact in education, basic 
needs and health, the organization 
had 2,954 volunteers with 24,907 
hours of volunteer service. 

Karen Townsend, a former board 
chairman, received the Connie 
Woodward Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism in Whitfield County, 
presented in honor of Connie 
Woodward, who was the first 
recipient of a volunteer award from 
the organization. Woodward’s son 
George presented Townsend with 
the award. 

“I was very touched, and it was 
very sweet what George had to say 
about his mom,” Townsend said. “I 
have been coming to these events I 
guess for the last five or six years, 
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Matt haMiltOn/Daily Citizen-News
From left, interim Superintendent 
Don Amonett and Dalton Board of 
Education members Pablo Perez and 
Matt Evans listen as Brenda Knowles 
speaks during a school safety 
listening session on Tuesday.
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and I always leave feeling 
so thankful we live in such 
a fantastic, giving, loving 
community. It makes me 
feel grateful. I enjoy living 
in Dalton and it is a great 
town.”

In addition to her roles 
on the board and with 
the United Way’s Women’s 
Leadership Council, 
Townsend works with 
Christian Heritage School 
and volunteers through 
Meals on Wheels and with 
the elderly.

Josh Young, a mem-
ber of the organization’s 
Young Leaders Society, 
was recognized with the 
Elaine Butler Award for 
Outstanding Volunteerism 
in Murray County. 
Young provided more than 
3,000 hours of service to 
the United Way in Murray 
County and is a volunteer 
coach in the recreation 
department. The award 
is named for the former 
head of the Family Support 
Council who was also a 
longtime volunteer and 
organizer in the county.

“With volunteerism 
and giving back, I don’t 
ever look for recognition 
so much,” Young said. 
“It is just something that 
has been instilled in me 
through my parents and a 
lot of my relatives and peo-
ple around me. I could see 
them give and they gave to 
me when I was younger. 
To get recognized for it, 
it instills pride in me that 
I am doing what I should 
be doing. I wish I could 
do more. But when you 
get an award for the time 
you have put in, you know 
that you made an impact 
somehow, somewhere, on 
someone.”

Two high school 
seniors were named as 
recipients of the annu-
al Elbert Shaw Memorial 
Scholarships. Northwest 
Whitfield’s Chloe Medlin 
and Coahulla Creek’s Lilli 
Ownby were awarded the 
$5,000 scholarships that 

are presented by Shaw 
Industries in honor of 
Elbert Shaw, who served as 
director of human resourc-
es for the company. 

Medlin, who said her 
volunteerism buttons were 
pushed at an early age as a 

bell ringer for the Salvation 
Army’s Christmas kettle 
campaign, was recognized 
as the Youth Volunteer of 
the Year.

Debbie and Bryan 
Macon are the 2018 cam-
paign co-chairs.
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session of a firearm during the commission 
of a felony. A bond hearing is scheduled for 
him on Friday.

That shooting and the reaction to it were 
mentioned several times during the listening 
session. Some 1,800 students were evacuat-
ed from the school, taken to the convention 
center. Amonett noted that officials had 
learned from that experience and are look-
ing at ways to move students more quickly if 
a school has to be evacuated again.

Director of Operations Rusty Lount said 
schools practice lockdown drills four times 
a year, twice for active shooters and twice 
for severe weather. He said officials are 
looking at how they schedule those drills.

Mayor Dennis Mock suggested there 
should be some sort of city-wide exercise to 
deal with not only evacuating students but 
communicating with parents.

Several speakers expressed frustration 
about the lack of information from the 
school system about the students or spouses 
working at the high school during the lock-
down and the evacuation that followed, not-
ing school officials could have used social 
media or other ways to inform them.

Several speakers suggested the system 
add more school resource officers.

The system has one officer assigned to 
Dalton High, one to Dalton Middle School 
and one to Morris Innovative High School. 
The officer assigned to Dalton High was 
at Dalton Middle School at the time the 
shooting happened because it was without 
a school resource officer at the time. Those 
officers are also responsible for two ele-
mentary schools each.

Todd Looper asked if a police substation 
could be located at Dalton High.

The school system reimburses the city 
for the cost of the officers assigned to the 
schools. Former school board member 
Mark Orr said he did not believe the school 
system should have to pay for more school 
resources officers since parents already pay 
city taxes to fund the police department.

Mock later told board members, “We 
aren’t going to open our purse strings and 
give you everything, but we are willing to 
work with you.”

One of the more contentious issues is the 
possibility of arming teachers and other staff. 
That is allowed by Georgia law and officials 
said that it is one of the ideas on the table.

School paraprofessional Judy Murphy 
said she supports the idea.

“That has been what has stopped most 
mass shootings, somebody showing up with 
a gun — a police officer or a citizen with a 
gun,” she said.

Some people said Davidson is an exam-
ple of why it is a bad idea to allow teachers 
to bring guns into schools.

William Miller said if the system does allow 
volunteer staff to be armed “there should be 
adequate training by law enforcement, and I 
do think there should be some sort of psycho-
analysis of the staff who do volunteer.”

Board member Matt Evans said board 
members hope to be able to vote on some 
suggestions at their next regular meeting.

Editor’s note: The Daily Citizen-News 
will upon request print a notice about 
anyone found not guilty of the charges 
listed in Area Arrests, or if the charges 
have been dropped. Call (706) 272-7723 
and be prepared to provide documenta-
tion. 

 • Kayla Andra Cunningham, 44, 
34 Debra Lane, Ringgold, was charged 
Sunday by the Murray County Sheriff’s 
Office with possession of meth and pos-
session of drug-related objects. 

• Eric Labronze Abbott, 48, 1318 
Winton Drive-23, Dalton, was charged 
Monday by the Whitfield County Sheriff’s 
Office with felony parole violation, pos-
session of meth and possession and use of 
drug-related objects. 

• Bruce Wayne Bailey, 50, 113 E. 
Emery St., Dalton, was charged Monday 
by the Whitfield County Sheriff’s Office 
with possession of meth and possession 
and use of drug-related objects. 

• Randall Dale Chastain Sr., 57, 
2612 Roberts Ave., Dalton, was charged 
Monday by the Dalton Police Department 
with sale of meth. 

• Laura Michelle Cross, 42, 142 Tarpley 
Way, Dalton, was charged Monday by the 
Whitfield County Sheriff’s Office with 
possession of meth and possession and use 
of drug-related objects. 

• David Dewayne Denton, 19, 788 
Bermuda St.-H2, Dalton, was charged 
Monday by the Dalton Police Department 
with sale of or intent to sale marijuana, 
possession of marijuana and possession of 
tools for the commission of crime. 

• Mario Lara-Paredes, 35, 141 Lower 
Dawnville Road N.E., Dalton, was 
charged Monday by the Whitfield County 
Sheriff’s Office with forgery in the first 
degree, giving false information to a law 
enforcement officer and driving without a 
valid license. 

• Christopher Patrick Ray, 31, 217 
Courtney Circle, Rocky Face, was charged 
Monday by the Whitfield County Sheriff’s 
Office with DUI, probation violation, fail-
ure to appear and failure to yield. 

• Mario Reynoso-Tercero, 27, 47 Old 
Trails Creek Road, Ellijay, was charged 
Monday by the Whitfield County Sheriff’s 
Office with forgery in the first degree, 
simple battery against law enforcement 
personnel, DUI, willful obstruction of law 
officers, reckless driving, driving without 
a valid license, failure to maintain lane, 
running a red light, speeding and open 
container violation. 

• Eric Mac Roach, 18, 931 N. Selvidge 
St., Dalton, was charged Monday by the 
Dalton Police Department with sale of 
or intent to sell marijuana, possession of 
marijuana, possession of meth and posses-
sion of tools for the commission of crime. 

• Jamie Erin Robinson, 30, 210 Cole 
Road, Rockmart, was charged Monday 
by the Whitfield County Sheriff’s Office 
with felony probation violation. 

• Frank Antonio Smith, 27, 4242 
Evanston Ave., Indianapolis, Ind., was 
charged Monday by the Whitfield County 
Sheriff’s Office with burglary in the sec-
ond degree. 

• Samuel David Vaughn, 46, 3219 
Satcher Road N.W., Dalton, was charged 
Monday by the Whitfield County Sheriff’s 
Office with two counts of felony probation 
violation. 

• Helen Annease Walker, 48, 325 Izlar 
Way, Dalton, was charged Monday by the 
Whitfield County Sheriff’s Office with 
sale of meth, possession of meth and pos-
session of drug-related objects. 

AreA Arrests
Students at Dalton High School 

plan a forum on school safety on 
Monday, March 26, from 7 to 9 
p.m. in the Dalton High School the-
ater. 

Safety
 ➢ Continued from 1A

FORUM ON SCHOOL SAFETY United
 ➢ Continued from 1A

OTHER AWARD WINNNERS

• Americhem: highest participation
• Big Brothers Big Sisters: Community 

Partner Growth Award
• Brown Industries: community collaborator
• Dalton Utilities: Five-star champion 

and community collaborator
• Dorsett Industries: Five-star champi-

on, community collaborator and highest partic-
ipation

• Engineered Floors: Five-star champion, 
community builder and largest percentage of 
growth. President’s Volunteer Award.

• Marketing Alliance Group: community col-
laborator

• Mattex: Newcomer Award
• MFG Chemical: Rising Star
• Mohawk Industries: Five-star champion 

and community builder
• Phenix Flooring: Five-star champion
• Shaw Industries: Five-star champi-

on, community pillar and largest dollar 
increase. LaRuthie Mason and Wyatt Rollins 
received the Campaign Coordinator of the Year 
award for their work on the Shaw Industries 
campaign.

• Textile Management Associates: communi-
ty collaborator

• Textile Rubber and Chemical Co.: commu-
nity patron

• UPS: GCL Award
• Whitfield County Schools: Rising Star 
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