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BY LINDSEY DERRICK
Dalton Public Schools

A section of land sitting in the corner
of Blue Ridge Elementary School’s
campus will soon look completely dif-
ferent.

The area will feature a greenhouse,
gardens and eventually an orchard.

The local United Way Young Leaders
Society contacted Blue Ridge to see if
they could be of assistance on Make a
Difference Day.

After brainstorming, Principal Lisa
Goode had the perfect project — a
STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing and math) greenhouse.

“Something we really wanted to do
was expand on STEM and expand their
learning opportunities,” Goode said.

Brian Haynes, central planning man-
ager at Shaw and a member of the
Young Leaders Society, said they want-
ed to choose a school that would really
benefit from their help.

“We selected this school, and they
came up with the greenhouse project,”
he said.

“I’m so excited and grateful they

chose us,” Goode said. “It will benefit
the kids for years to come.”

STEM lab teacher Lori Esters said
the school is planning to do a lot with
the greenhouse.

Esters said the greenhouse will serve
as a tool for many learning projects such
as studying temperatures in and outside
of the greenhouse, looking at life cycles,
and much more.

The United Way volunteers worked
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Make a
Difference Day.

The supplies came from Lowe’s and
were paid for by both Dalton Public
Schools and United Way.

“I like giving back and making a dif-
ference and helping others,” Haynes
said.

The land also already contains a gar-
den that currently has lettuce that is
being grown by the second-graders, and
the fourth-graders are currently design-
ing the whole area.

Esters and Goode said all things
grown in the garden will eventually
make their way to the Blue Ridge cafe-
teria where the students will be able to
eat food that they actually grew them-

selves.
Goode said the garden is a good way

to show students what goes into making
the food they eat on a daily basis.

“Kids have no idea where their food
comes from,” Goode said.

“They’re getting real world experi-
ence that they otherwise wouldn’t get,”
Esters said. “They’re doing things for a
purpose.”

Esters and Goode said there are also
plans to add an orchard to the land that
will grow apples and peaches and other
goodies.

“I appreciate them giving their time,”
Esters said about the volunteers
from United Way. “We told them what
we wanted them to do, and they didn’t
blink. They’ve been nothing but won-
derful, and we really appreciate it.”
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Brian Haynes, Zac Long and James Dixon, members of the Young Leaders Society, build the greenhouse at
Blue Ridge.

United Way Young Leaders group 
builds greenhouse at Blue Ridge

Subscribe to
The Daily Citizen

Call (706) 217-NEWS


