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Our View

The United Way 
continues to make 

our community 
better

Area residents learned some good and 
important news on Tuesday when it was revealed 
that the United Way of Northwest Georgia had 
surpassed its 2017 campaign goal of $3.9 million 
with $4.018 million raised. That is especially 
impressive given that 2017 was a tough year 
locally in some segments of the economy.

According to information from the 
organization prepared for its Annual Meeting 
and Volunteer Awards, more than 11,500 
individual donors participated, and more than 
200 local companies held employee campaigns, 
providing an accessible way for those employees 
to give through payroll deduction.

Some 60 companies made corporate gifts. 
The United Way offers several strategic partner 
levels, ranging from $50,000 (community 
collaborator) to $1 million (community pillar). 
Shaw Industries was recognized with the 
community pillar award.

Matthew Moore, the 2017 board chair, 
summed up the United Way’s mission this way: 
“Improving lives. Inspiring donors. Uniting 
community.”

One way the organization improves lives 
and unites the community is by being a 
clearinghouse for volunteers. The United Way 
said it “mobilized” 2,954 volunteers in 2017 who 
provided 24,907 hours of service. It organized 
155 volunteer projects, and noted that 371 
middle school, high school and college students 
volunteered through a variety of initiatives, 
providing 1,270 hours of service.

One such effort, Make a Difference Day, 
sponsored by Brown Industries and Phenix 
Flooring, saw 212 volunteers provide 1,089 hours 
of service.

These are the numbers that quantify the 
human interactions that saw the United Way 
benefit 55,168 individuals in 2017, by its count, 
in the areas of education, basic needs and health. 
We are indebted to the leadership of the United 
Way for their efforts, to the individual donors 
and corporate entities for their contributions, 
and to the volunteers — several of whom were 
honored on Tuesday — who willingly give of 
their time and talents to make our community a 
better place to live. 

The contributions of these individuals and 
businesses are invaluable and we thank them for 
all they do through the United Way.

Joe Young was the 2017 campaign chairman 
and we commend him for his service.

Debbie and Bryan Macon are the 2018 
campaign co-chairs and we know they will 
continue the tradition of excellence that has 
marked the leadership of the United Way over 
the years. We look forward to another successful 
campaign.

“The lady that called into 
the Forum and said Dalton is 
becoming a trashy city, I’ll say 
amen to that and for several dif-
ferent reasons.”

“Donald Trump will bad-
mouth Alec Baldwin but will 
never say an unkind word about 
Vladimir Putin. This is embar-
rassing.”

“Would the last person leaving 
the White House please shut and 
lock the door?”

“I’ll tell you what happened 
since the ‘50s and ‘60s is they’ve 
taken God out of the classrooms 
and they won’t let parents paddle 
their children. That’s exactly 
why the world is like it is now. 
There is no discipline, no respect 
for God.”

“If Georgia wants to make 
itself unattractive to illegals, 
then get rid of all the low-
skilled, low-paying jobs that 
bring them here and the driver’s 
license problem will solve itself. 

What part of that do you not 
understand, people?”

“I don’t sit around and watch 
Fox News all day, I actually 
work, but I do watch many, 
many outlets. MSNBC is one of 
them and I can tell you they are 
a Democrat-biased station that 
does not report accurate news.”

“The only reason I would tune 
into MSNBC is if no other com-
edy station was on.”

“I wish someone would 
explain to me and the whole 
town of Dalton why do we have 
all of these parks with water 
fountains in every one of them 
and not a single water fountain 
will work. People are there with 
kids and pets and as hot as it’s 
been and as thirsty as we get, 
you can’t get one drop out of any 
fountain.”

“So far the complaints are 
dogs in stores, trash all over our 
roadways and Monday a com-

plaint in the Forum because of 
the dirty diapers in the parking 
spaces at the courthouse. Dirty 
diapers, trash, empty ashtrays, 
etc., are left in all parking lots, 
especially Wal-Mart. Where 
is the Dalton pride? Tori, our 
16-year-old Today’s Citizen, said 
it right: ‘Don’t be stupid.’”

“As a retired teacher, I know 
most teachers join teacher asso-
ciations because they provide 
liability insurance. With all the 
talk about arming teachers and 
other staff, I’m wondering how 
they are going to protect them-
selves if they accidentally or 
mistakenly shoot someone. The 
school board will protect them-
selves. Think of the lawsuits.”

“Take all of the cameras away 
and see how many protesters you 
have.”

“We got the Russians out of 
the White House. We got rid of 
Obama and Hillary.”

“Russian tanks could roll 

down Pennsylvania Avenue right 
in front of the White House 
and Trump wouldn’t say a word 
about it.”

“Isn’t it funny how a dollar 
can buy a politician? I mean, 
look at Washington to see what 
the NRA has bought.”

“I know it’s illegal not to use 
my blinkers while I’m driving, 
but if I do use my blinkers while 
driving I would be forced to put 
down my cellphone. What can 
I say? We all have to make our 
choices.”

“Fake news has become the 
rallying cry of the Russian 
puppets and conservative snow-
flakes.”

“Of all your columnists, the 
ones I like the most are Walter 
Williams, Kyle Wingfield, Tom 
Crawford and of course Michael 
Reagan. Dick Yarbrough is OK 
but his folksy parochialism 
detracts from what he’s trying to 
say, in my opinion.”

TODAY’S 
FORUM ))))))

To submit a comment 
Phone: 

(706) 272-7748
Email: 

editorial@daltoncitizen.com
Online: 

www.dailycitizen.news

Editor’s note 
Please keep  

your comments  
brief. If you  
include a  

name, please  
spell it.

There have been many predictions 
in the national media that we are 
potentially headed for a “Blue wave” 
election year at the state and local 
level.

The general theory is that 
Democratic voters are going to 
push back against President Donald 
Trump and try to elect a Congress 
that will keep closer tabs on him.

This kind of pushback almost 
always happens after the first two 
years of a presidential term. Think 
of it as buyer’s 
remorse.

There have 
already been some 
early signs of that 
wave. In special 
elections around 
the country — and 
here in Georgia — 
Democrats have 
had some success 
in flipping legisla-
tive seats that had 
been held by the 
GOP for years.

Another sign of 
the early enthu-
siasm by Democrats is the fact that 
more of them are willing to run 
for office, even in districts that are 
normally deep red in their political 
persuasion.

We saw indications of that in 
Georgia with last week’s qualifying 
of candidates for the May 22 party 
primaries.

For the past decade, Republicans 
have held roughly a two-thirds mar-
gin in the state Senate and House. So 
few Democrats would qualify to run 
that most incumbent GOP legislators 
could coast to victory after the pri-
mary election.

You could look at the qualifiers 
in each legislative district and tell 
that the game was over before any 

ballots were even cast. Republicans 
were assured of retaining control of 
the General Assembly long before 
November.

That won’t be the case this 
year. As qualifying week ended, 
Democrats had actually fielded can-
didates in more than two-thirds of 
the races in each chamber.

That tells you there’s an energy 
and enthusiasm on that side of the 
ticket that Georgia politics has not 
seen in years.

To be realistic about it, we aren’t 
going to see a massive flip in control 
of the General Assembly. In many 
of the races where Democrats put up 
a candidate to run, Republicans are 
still heavily favored to win.

Unless there are some really huge 
upsets in the making, Rep. David 
Ralston, R-Blue Ridge, will most 
likely be reelected as speaker of the 
House next year.

But Georgia voters are still look-
ing at the most competitive legis-
lative elections in a long time, and 
that’s not a bad thing.

Here are some races to keep an 
eye on:

A couple of Republican lawmakers 
who got ousted in 2016 are trying to 
make a comeback this year.

Valerie Clark, a retired educator, 
wants to recapture her Gwinnett 
County House seat from Rep. Sam 
Park, the legislature’s first openly 
gay Korean member. Mike Cheokas 
qualified to run for the Americus 
House seat he lost two years ago. 
His Democratic challenger is Bardin 
Hooks, the son of retired lawmaker 
George Hooks.

Speaking of comebacks, John 
Barrow, a five-term member of the 
U.S. House before losing in 2014, is 
coming home to run as a Democrat 
for secretary of state. There are four 
Republicans, three of whom gave up 

their legislative seats, vying to run 
against him.

Yet another comeback is being 
mounted by John Barge, who was 
the state school superintendent for 
four years before running unsuc-
cessfully for governor in 2014. Barge 
will be running in the Republican 
primary against current Supt. 
Richard Woods.

Two Democrats surprisingly 
won Athens-area House seats in 
special elections last November. 
Rep. Deborah Gonzalez and Rep. 
Jonathan Wallace are trying to fight 
off Republican attempts to take 
those seats back.

At the congressional level, 
Democrats are making another 
attempt to flip the 6th Congressional 
District seat held by Rep. Karen 
Handel. In the adjoining 7th 
Congressional District, incumbent 
Rep. Rob Woodall has no less than 
six Democrats fighting for a chance 
to take him on in a district that is 
rapidly diversifying.

The boondoggle known as the 
Plant Vogtle nuclear project has 
prodded a full slate of Democratic 
and Republican candidates to qualify 
for two seats on the Public Service 
Commission. This could be the year 
that voters finally elect someone to 
hold Georgia Power accountable for 
this financial disaster.

I’ve been writing for years that 
Georgia voters would be better 
served if they had a true two-party 
system to choose from. I think we’re 
seeing a step in that direction this 
year.

 
Tom Crawford is editor of The 

Georgia Report, an internet news 
service at gareport.com that reports 
on state government and politics. He 
can be reached at tcrawford@garep 
ort.com. 

Georgia voters will get a 
more competitive election

Tom 
Crawford
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“Remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Try to 
make sense of what you see and wonder about what makes the 
universe exist. Be curious. And however difficult life may seem, 
there is always something you can do and succeed at. It matters 
that you don't just give up.”

- Stephen Hawking 
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