
The Daily Citizen - 01/28/2018 Page : A01

Copyright (c)2018 The Daily Citizen, Edition 01/28/2018
January 29, 2018 10:35 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

(Editor’s note: This is the first 
of a two-part series on diversity 
in local law enforcement. Look 
for part two in Monday’s Daily 
Citizen-News.) 

Law enforcement agencies 
should look like the communi-
ties they serve, 
Valdosta Police 
Chief Brian 
Childress said.

“I would 
think that 
would be com-
mon sense,” 
Childress said. 
“You should 
be diverse 
because it makes you stronger.”

Having officers who are able 
to understand people from as 
wide a background as possible 
is nothing but a positive, he said.

Childress said law-enforce-
ment agencies across the nation 
have problems recruiting minori-
ties and women. He stressed that 

agencies must look at city or 
county workforce demographics 
and compare the police force 
with the workforce.

Valdosta faces the same 
challenges as law-enforce-
ment agencies throughout the 
SunLight Project area — Tifton, 
Dalton, Milledgeville, Moultrie, 
Thomasville, and Valdosta and 
Live Oak, Fla.

While the 
agencies stud-
ied for this 
report do have 
minority rep-
resentation — 
i.e., non-white 
— most are 
lagging behind 
county and 
city population 

numbers.
The majority of law-enforce-

ment agencies interviewed by 
the SunLight Project team said 
they see a lack of diversity as a 
detriment and are taking steps to 
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Amid turmoil, Trump seeking a reset Tuesday
WASHINGTON (AP) — Beset 

by poor poll numbers and the 
grind of the Russia investigation, 
President Donald Trump will look 
to reset his term with his first State 
of the Union address, arguing that 
his tax cut and economic policies 
will benefit all Americans.

The theme of his Tuesday night 
address to Congress and the coun-
try is “Building a safe, strong and 
proud America,” and the president 
is looking to showcase accom-
plishments of his first year while 

setting the tone for the second.
Aides say the president plans to 

set aside his more combative tone 
for one of compromise, and to 
make an appeal beyond his base.

Trump often engages in hyper-
partisan politics, and his tax 
overhaul has been criticized for 
disproportionately favoring the 
wealthy. But he will try to make 
the case that all groups of people 
have benefited during his watch, 
according to a senior administra-
tion official who was not autho-

rized to preview the speech for the 
record and spoke on the condition 
of anonymity.

The annual address is a big set 
piece for any president, a prime-
time window to address millions 
of voters. Every word is reviewed, 
every presidential guest carefully 
chosen, every sentence rehearsed. 
The stakes are enormous for 
Trump, hoping to move past a 
turbulent first 12 months in office.

Trump is giving the speech 
“with the lowest approval ratings 

of any president in his first year 
in the history of presidential 
polling, and can point to the least 
number of legislative accomplish-
ments,” said Wendy Schiller, polit-
ical science professor at Brown 
University. “Every month that 
goes by in which Trump fails 
to increase his support works 
against him because voters’ neg-
ative impressions of him will just 
solidify.”
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STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS

Law enforcement 
faces challenges

By EvE GuEvara
eve.guevara@gaflnews.com

Policing diversity

President 
Donald Trump 
will deliver his 
State of the 
Union address 
Tuesday at 9 
p.m. and it 
will be carried 

by many TV networks and 
websites.

STATE OF THE UNION

Meeting held to initiate ways 
to help newly freed inmates 

After serving 15 and a half 
years in prison for robbery and 
kidnapping, Ronald Bristow said 
he was confronted with many 
obstacles after being released in 
2016.

“I can’t even begin to describe 
the mindset I was in,” he said. 
“When I went into prison people 
were using two-way pagers, now 
cellphones are taking pictures.”

Bristow, 37, was one of the 
speakers Saturday at the Faith 
Community Appreciat ion 
Breakfast at the Mack Gaston 
Community Center in Dalton.

The breakfast was organized 
by John Bruce with the Georgia 
Department of Community 
Supervision. Bruce is the faith 
and justice coordinator for north 
Georgia. He said the purpose of 
the breakfast is to initiate ways 
to involve churches with former 
inmates.

“We’re trying to bridge the gap 
between our faith community and 
those coming home from prison,” 
he said.

The meeting included a panel 
of guests from the Georgia 
Department of Corrections; 
Windell Smith, pastor of Hopewell 
Baptist Church in Dalton; Bishop 
Kenneth Carson of New Bethel 
Christian Fellowship in LaFayette; 
former prisoners and representa-
tives from social services. 

“I went to prison in 2001, think 
back to where you were in 2001, 
look at where you are today and 

how much has changed,” Bristow 
said. “That’s what I was confront-
ed with.”

Bristow said churches need to 
do more than have a prison min-
istry.

“I think that’s where churches 
have failed,” he said. “We don’t 
need another church to come 
inside prisons, there are more 
than enough services taking place 
inside the walls,” adding that 
many inmates attend church ser-
vices outside scheduled times.

“The problem is when I was 
released from prison I couldn’t 
find the ministries that were 
coming on the inside,” he said. 
“Everyone is not privileged and 
blessed to come home to a family 
who was there for the duration of 
prison.”

Antonnio Printup, director of 
special operations for the Georgia 
Department of Corrections, said 

he travels to a lot of prisons. 
“I talk to a lot of the guys inside 

the institutions and one of the 
things they have is a foundation 
from God and the church,” he 
said. “Just about every cell I go 
into I find one, maybe two Bibles.” 

Prisoners may have access to 
church leaders who minister to 
them, but when they are released, 
that connection is broken.

“We have to give them an oppor-
tunity and a chance once they are 
released,” Printup said. “You have 
to give them tools to be effective,” 
he said.

Kenneth Carson worked for 
the Georgia Department of 
Corrections for 30 years. He 
said some churches may feel that 
inmates are a burden. 

“That’s not the case, it’s our 
duty to reach back and pull some-
one back with us,” he said. “Give 
them a hand up, not a hand out, 
because most of the time that’s not 
what they are looking for.” 

Wesley Johnson, executive 
director of Project Destiny, a 
Dalton-based, after-care program 
serving individuals transitioning 
from incarceration back into soci-
ety, said he knows first hand what 
it’s like. He was released from 
prison in 2011 after serving four 
years of a 10-year sentence. 

“I made mistakes and had to 
answer for them,” he said. “I was 
released with a pair of shoes, 
shirt, pants and a $25 check.”

Johnson said it doesn’t take 

By Shaka L. CoBB
shakacobb@daltoncitizen.com
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Gracia Wright performs 
during the breakfast. 

John Bruce, 
faith and justice 
coordinator with 

the Georgia 
Department 

of Community 
Supervision, 

right, talks 
with Antonnio 

Printup, director 
for special 

operations with 
the Georgia 

Department of 
Corrections, 

during the Faith 
Community 

Appreciation 
Breakfast on 

Saturday.
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Local United Way 
surpasses campaign 
goal, raises $4M

Joe Young raised his hand and 
took on the challenge in 2017 to 
be the United Way of Northwest 
Georgia campaign chair. He 
followed in the footsteps of his 
grandfather, Robert E. Shaw, 
who chaired the campaign in 
1967 and 1968, and continued 
the family’s legacy of giving 
back to the community.

Although chairing the cam-
paign can be challenging, 
Young believes strongly in the 
value of United Way uniting peo-
ple and resources to create last-
ing change in our community. 
Witnessing firsthand the impact 
of United Way, Young led the 

charge to fight for the education, 
basic needs and health of every 
person in our community.

“I am grateful that United Way 
is the expert in meeting needs in 
the most efficient and effective 
way,” Young said.

This year Young and his team 
focused on making great things 
happen with United Way. He 
recently gathered the United 
Way campaign cabinet and 
board members to celebrate and 
announce that the community 
rose to the occasion not only 
raising the $3.9 million goal — 
but exceeding $4 million.

Young thanked the cabinet and 
board for a successful year.
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Today’s weather
Rain expected, high around 57, 
low tonight near 38. See page 
2A.
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“We wouldn’t have 
exceeded our goal and 
raised over $4 million 
without the hard work and 
dedication of our campaign 
cabinet and board mem-
bers,” Young said.

United Way President 
Amanda Burt said “From 
corporate partners, philan-
thropists investing $10,000 
or more in the Alexis 
de Tocqueville Society, 
Women’s Leadersh ip 
Council members giv-
ing $1,000 each, Young 
Leaders Society members 

pledging $365, and individ-
uals giving dollars weekly 
through payroll deduction, 
more than 11,000 local 
United Way donors con-
tributed to the 2017 cam-
paign. It is evident that the 
strong heritage that our 
community has with giving 
to United Way is still very 
much alive.”

During the campaign, 
companies and individual 
donors all across the com-
munity responded to the 
call to “Make Great Things 
Happen with United Way.” 
United Way affects more 
than 59,000 individuals 
and families each year.

The 2017 United Way 
campaign cabinet members 

were: Young, Engineered 
Floors; Zack Adamson, 
Engineered Floors; Stryker 
Brown, Nor thwestern 
Mutual; Bill Davies, 
BB&T; Scot Davis, Shaw 
Industries; James Dixon, 
Shaw Industries; Vance 
Embry, Shaw Industries; 
J.T. Finley, Maryville 
Jewelers; Landon Hair, 
Market ing Al l iance; 
Bob Hardaway, Shaw 
Industries; Chip Howalt, 
Textile Rubber & Chemical 
Co.; Mike Sanderson, 
Eng ineered  F loors ; 
Jill Schubert, Mohawk 
Industries; Pete Sigmon, 
Shaw Industries; Karen 
Townsend, community vol-
unteer; and Will Young, 

Engineered Floors.
The public is invited 

to join Matthew Moore, 
2017 board chair, and 
Ken Jackson, 2018 board 
chair, for United Way’s 
Annual Meeting and 
Volunteer Awards “Great 
Things Happened: A Year 
in Review” on March 
13 at 3:30 p.m. at Stage 
123 in downtown Dalton. 
Campaign awards for top 
performers will be given 
out, as well as the Elaine 
Butler Award for volun-
teerism in Murray County, 
the Connie Woodward 
Award for volunteerism 
in Whitfield County, and 
the Elbert Shaw Memorial 
Scholarship. 

Obituaries
Rodney Lee Teasley

Dec. 26, 1956 - Jan. 25, 2018
Dalton

Rodney Teasley, age 61, of Dalton, passed away,
January 25, 2018 at his home.

He was preceded in death by his Father, Ronald Teasley.
Rodney was a Deacon at Salem Baptist Church and he

was retired from Dalton Parks and
Recreation. He loved going fishing and
deeply loved his family.

He is survived by his wife, Laraine
Teasley of Dalton; two sons and daughters
-in-law, Derek and Anastasia Teasley of
White, GA and Andrew and Teri Teasley
of Dalton; Mother, Barbara Teasley of
Dalton; 2 sisters and brothers-in-law,
Angie and Randal Manly of Rocky Face
and Rhonda and Lee Mathis of Dalton; two grandchildren,
William and Adeline Teasley; aunts, Pat McFalls and
Margaret Wooten; uncles Sam Brown and Bill Teasley;
niece, Amanda Rauch; nephew, Zachary Mathis; family
friend and caregiver, Kawan Powell.

The funeral service will be held Saturday, January 27,
2018 at 2:00 p.m. in the Pleasant Grove Chapel of Julian
Peeples Funeral Home with Rev. Darey Kittle officiating.

Burial will be in the Grove Level Cemetery.
The family will receive friends at the Pleasant Grove

Chapel of Julian Peeples Funeral Home on Friday,
January 26, 2018 from 5:00 pm until 9:00 pm.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the
Michael J. Fox Parkinson Foundation or to Salem Baptist
Church

You may leave the family a message for the family at
www.julianpeeples.com

Goal
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Rita Ann McConkey Smeltzer
Jan. 26, 2018

Dalton
Mrs. Rita Ann McConkey Smeltzer, 73, of Dalton

passed away on Friday, January 26, 2018 at her home.
She was the daughter of the late Genies and Ruby Sloan

McConkey and was preceded in death by her brother,
Douglas McConkey and nephew, Joshua
McConkey.

Rita was an active member of the Elks
Lodge and was past president of the Ladies
Auxillary. She also loves the Elks
Aidmore Childrens Home and especially
her cat, Smokey.

She was a loving wife, aunt and friend.
Rita is survived by her loving husband

of 44 years, David Smeltzer of Dalton;
sister-in-law, Carolyn McConkey of Madisonville, TN;
nieces, LeAnn (Chris) Watson of Madisonville, TN. and
Cassie (Keith) Piggot of Murfreesboro, TN; special
friends, LaFonda (Richard) Harrison of Atlanta, Chasity
(Scott) Schug of Woodstock, GA, Will (Stacy) Kirby of
Marietta, GA, Zach Kobrin of Woodstock, GA. and Matt
(Mandy) Ensley of Dalton; several great-nephews also
survive.

Services will be on Tuesday at 2 p.m. in the Chapel of
Love Funeral Home with the Rev. Jason Jordan
officiating.

Burial will be in West Hill Cemetery.
The family will receive friends at Love Funeral Home

on Monday from 5 to 9 p.m.
Flowers will be accepted or donations may be made to

the Alzheimer's Association, GA Chapter
922 E. Morris St. Dalton, Ga. 30721.
Words of comfort may be sent to the family at

www.lovefuneralhomega.com.
LOVE FUNERAL HOME, 706-278-3313.

Contributed photo
United Way of Northwest Georgia board and campaign cabinet members celebrate raising $4 million 
through the group’s capital campaign. From left are Zack Adamson, Norma Barragan, Tim Baucom, 
Brenda Knowles, Bryan Macon, Debbie Macon, Bill Brueckner, Scot Davis, Stryker Brown, Amy Ross, 
Tanessa Foster, Amanda Burt, 2017 Campaign Chair Joe Young, Matthew Moore, Karen Townsend, 
Patti Renz, Jill Schubert, John Forrester, Pete Sigmon, Ken Jackson, Jessica Trivino, Kim Thames, 
Bob Hardaway, Amy Faillace and John Relaford.

She said the address “could 
turn that around if he strikes 
a bipartisan conciliatory tone 
and makes it more about the 
country than about himself.”

Five themes are expected to 
dominate: the economy and 
the tax overhaul, infrastruc-
ture, immigration, trade, and 
terrorism and global threats.

Selling the GOP’s tax plan 
is an election-year project as 
Republicans look to retain 
their majority in Congress. 
The tax changes are billed 
as essential to powering the 
ambitious projections of eco-
nomic growth, and Trump is 
expected to cite the benefits 
to the public that proponents 
envision.

Trump also plans to outline 
a nearly $2 trillion plan that 
his administration contends 
will trigger $1 trillion or more 
in public and private spend-
ing on roads, bridges and 
other public works projects.

On immigration, he will 
promote his new proposal for 
$25 billion for a wall along 
the Mexican border and for 
a path to citizenship for hun-
dreds of thousands of young 
people brought to the United 
States as children and now 
here illegally.

Trump’s trade talk will 
reflect what he discussed at 
the World Economic Forum 
in Switzerland on Friday: a 
preference for one-on-one 
deals instead of multilateral 
agreements.

The public should get an 
update on the fight against 
terrorism and an assess-
ment of international threats, 
including North Korea. The 
senior administration official 
said Trump probably would 
avoid the taunts of “Little 
Rocket Man” for Kim Jong 
Un and “fire and fury” that he 
used before.

The White House says 
one of Trump’s guests for 
the speech will be someone 
who has been touched by the 

opioid crisis.
The address comes at a 

critical point for the president. 
He wants to move past the 
government shutdown that 
coincided with the anniver-
sary of his inauguration and 
prepare for a grueling election 
season that is shaping up as a 
referendum on his leadership. 
Trump and members of his 
Cabinet are expected to travel 
in the days after the speech to 
drive home its themes.

Critics wonder why the 
president will show the 
resolve to stay on message.

“The most capable White 
Houses use the State of 
the Union as an organiz-
ing moment to set agenda 
for the whole year, from 
both a messaging and leg-
islative perspective,” said 
Jennifer Palmieri, former 
communications director for 
President Barack Obama. 
“I don’t think this White 
House is capable of that 
kind of discipline. So even 

if he gives a good speech, 
it is unlikely to have any 
staying power and transcend 
his broader problems of 
not being able to drive a 
coherent agenda or generate 
support for himself beyond 
his core supporters.”

Sometimes, the address 
is a high-water mark for a 
president.

In 2002, Republican 
George W. Bush used the 
speech to define the “axis 
of evil” — Iran, Iraq, and 
North Korea — that he 
believed supported terrorism 
and sought weapons of mass 
destruction.

In 1996, Democrat Bill 
Clinton declared that the “era 
of big government is over” 
after emerging from a shut-
down fight.

In 1941, Democrat Franklin 
D. Roosevelt outlined the 
“four freedoms” that people 
across the globe held dear in 
the face of World War II’s 
horrors.

The White House, led 
by policy adviser Stephen 
Miller and staff secretary 
Rob Porter, has spent weeks 
on the speech, seeking input 
from Cabinet secretaries and 
agency leaders. Several drafts 
have circulated throughout 
the West Wing and the pres-
ident has weighed in with 
handwritten notes.

A White House official 
said the speech-writing pro-
cess has helped cut through 
the “hangover” of passing the 
tax bill just before the holi-
days and kept officials more 
focused on issues than they 
might otherwise have been 
through Trump’s trip this past 
week.

Trump did address a joint 
session of Congress in 2017, 
though it was not technically 
a State of the Union speech 
because it occurred barely a 
month into his term. It was 
notable for this president for 
how it hewed to convention-
al speechmaking.

Trump
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BUYING
ALL COINS & CURRENCY COLLECTIONS

Dalton Gold & Silver Exchange

Grant Campbell (706) 226-3504

Small or Large - Silver or Gold Coins

Life Member LM#5193 American Numismatic Association, Life 
Member LM#86 National Silver Dollar Roundtable, Certified 
Dealer for PCGS Professional Coin Grading Services, NGC 

Numismatic Guarantee Corp., CAC Certified Acceptance Corp.

108 South Hamilton Street

05400020540002

 “Flowers Say What Words Can’t”

 429 North 3rd Ave. • Chatsworth

 706-695-4414

 Upright stones, flat markers, bronze markers, 
 death date engraving, installation of vet markers.

 Quality
 Monuments

 By

 (706) 259-7455  054000229098

 2 Heart  Heart
 In  T HE  D AILY  C ITIZEN-NEWS ,   Wednesday, February 14, 2018

 Send a Special
 “Love Message”

 from your heart to theirs!
 Hurry! Deadline is noon

 Monday, February 12th, 2018
 To: 
 Message (25 words or less)

 From : 
 Phone: 

 Please print information clearly!
 It only costs $10.00!

 Pre-payment is required. MasterCard, Visa, Discover, American, checks and cash accepted

 To My Dream Wife!
 Roses are red,

 violets are blue.
 I’d be lost

 without YOU!
 Your wonderful hubby!

 Bobby Q

 054000232867
 308 South Thornton Avenue

 Dalton, GA 30720

 To participate call:
 706-272-7703

 or fax: 706-272-7743
 hannahdempsey@daltoncitizen.com
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