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Granpa 
Renard 
(part 1)

How wise was your grand-
father? Maybe you knew 
him, maybe he helped 

raise you or maybe you never 
knew him but heard stories. It 
says in the Bible that gray hair is 
a sign of wisdom … but I think 
it’s also a sign of kids. The pres-
sures of raising those kids can 
build wisdom, patience and a lot 
of other things that the grandkids 
benefit from once they come 
along.

As one of my aunts said about 
my grandparents, “The grandpar-
ents that helped raise you were 
not the parents that raised me!”

For grandparents, a lot of the 
pressure is off in regards to the 
kids. Grandparents can get away 
with saying things like, “Now 
you let that child climb that tree 
if they want,” or maybe, “You 
let that little one play with that 
neighbors’ dog,” or how about, 
“You let that grandbaby play with 
that buzz saw.” You get the idea.

The question remains though, 
is that loosey-goosey approach 
to child-rearing due to not being 
as responsible or due to knowing 
a lot more? When I remember 
stories of my grandfathers I see 
examples of their wisdom, wheth-
er it was wisdom gained from 
their smarts or from their experi-
ence. I’ve been thinking of some 
cases in point.

 
Raynard (or Renard) the Fox

There’s an old series of folk 
tales about “Raynard the Fox” or 
some variation on that name, like 
“Renard.” In the stories, Renard 
is an anthropomorphic fox who 
is a trickster. He’s always either 
trying to take advantage of one of 
the other animals or keep them 
from getting revenge on him. If 
you know any of the Brer Rabbit 
stories from here in Georgia then 
you get the idea.

My maternal grandfather was 
often called Renard after that 
wise, clever fox character. I was 
told if the other brothers in the 
family had done all they could 
and come up short on some proj-
ect they would call in my grand-
father and put his brain to work. 
It was from his smart and clever 
ideas that he earned the nickname 
“Uncle Renard.” For example, 
when the gang snuck in and stole 
some watermelons from a nearby 
patch, he’s the one that came up 
with the idea to carve the initials 
of someone not in the group into 
the rinds which would be left for 
the farmer to find. And like a 
“Renard the Fox” story, I would 
guess it was someone that they 
wanted a little revenge on.

I was lucky enough to have 
known both my grandfathers. 
My paternal grandfather was 
a good deal older (born in the 
1800s!) so I didn’t get to spend 
as much time with him. I called 
him “Papaw Hannah.” My mater-
nal grandfather (Uncle Renard) 
lived up into the late 1990s, and I 
spent countless hours at his house 
growing up and as a young man 
and even after I had kids. I called 
him “Papaw.” I will start with the 
wisdom of Papaw Hannah.

 
Lessons from Papaw Hannah

Papaw Hannah was wise in 
the ways of games. It might not 
seem much that an elderly gentle-
man was keen to play checkers, 
or board games like Sorry or 
Chinese Checkers or word games 
or even mumbly peg, a game 
played outside with a pocketknife. 

  Pleal all➢ CRIER, 3C

‘Home Town’ strong with 
United Way Women’s 
Leadership Council

United Way of Northwest Georgia’s 
Women’s Leadership Council held its sixth 
annual Spring Symposium on April 18 at 
Walnut Hill Farm. Erin and Ben Napier 
from HGTV’s “Home Town” were the fea-
tured speakers.

United Way Board Member Emily 
Finkell of Emily Morrow Home facilitat-
ed the event with 250 in attendance. Patti 
Renz, United Way board member and real-
tor at Coldwell Banker Kinard Realty, and 
Marianne Murry, United Way Volunteer 
Center Council member and director of 
marketing at Engineered Floors, shared 
their journey to join United Way’s Women’s 
Leadership Council.

Erin and Ben Napier live and restore 
homes in small town Mississippi. When 
they aren’t renovating homes, the couple 
and four of their best friends sell heirloom 
wares and durable goods at their made in 
the USA shop, Laurel Mercantile Co. Erin 
and Ben reside in Laurel, Miss., believing 
quality of life is best in a small town.

United Way of Northwest Georgia’s 

Women’s Leadership Council invited the 
Napiers to share their passion for revital-
izing small towns and products made in 
America. Their dedication to improving 
their home town is perfectly aligned with 
United Way’s commitment to building a 
better community and enhancing quality 
of life.

Erin and Ben’s journey to becoming stars 
of their HGTV show was a bit of an acci-
dent as they were discovered on Instagram. 
However, their commitment to making 
their hometown of Laurel a great place to 
live was very intentional. When they began 
sharing the story of Laurel, they realized 
that there were a lot of perceived problems 
that didn’t really exist. It was really all 
about perception, and perception can be 
changed. Erin stated, “I started painting 
this picture of Laurel the way I saw it, as 
a beautiful town to live and raise a family 
in.” She began sharing photos of the excit-
ing things they were doing in Laurel, and 
people took notice. Eventually, the Napiers 
were approached about hosting a show on 
HGTV and the rest is history.

“The discussion led by Emily Finkell 
was perfect for our community as we look 

to the future and seek ways to make our 
community a better place and more appeal-
ing for both residents and prospective 
residents,” United Way President Amanda 
Burt said. “The Napiers shared many 
great truths that spoke to our community. 
Their home town of Laurel, Miss., evolved 
because of the industry, much like our own 
community. They are strong advocates 
of American manufacturing and shared 
that anyone who is serious about revital-
izing small towns has to be serious about 
American manufacturing. “

The Napiers made sure to explain that 
change doesn’t happen overnight. They 
shared that an overnight success takes 10 
years. Part of that, they explained, is look-
ing at where you want to be in three to four 
years and listening to and only saying yes to 
things that will get you there.

There is a role for everyone to play. The 
revitalization of their town took many peo-
ple with very different backgrounds and 
talents working together to accomplish their 
shared goal of making their town great. It 

Submitted by united Way of 
northWeSt GeorGia

Contributed photo
United Way board members and Women’s Leadership Council Members pictured with Erin and Ben Napier, stars of 
the HGTV show “Home Town.” From left are Emily Kiker Finkell, Lynn Whitworth, Karen Townsend, Ben Napier, Erin 
Napier, United Way President Amanda Burt, Patti Renz, Sandee Hooper and Kim Thames.
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THE BOOKSHELF

Director’s Digest
During a recent lunchtime 

discussion I was asked to explain 
library funding and its impor-
tance to the overall health of 
the library. One of the lunch 
attendees suggested I share the 
funding information with you in 
a Bookshelf article, so here goes.

Public libraries are funded 
locally by the counties, cities 
and boards of education in the 
areas in which they are located. 
Public library operating budgets 
come exclusively from local 
funding.

The state library, also known 
as the ,Georgia Public Library 
Service (GPLS), is a unit of the 
University System of Georgia. 
Each year, GPLS provides sup-
port services and funding to our 
library system from the state 
legislative budget. It provides 
free internet connectivity for 
all public library computing 
services, yearly public computer 
replacement, state and federal 
grant opportunities for qualify-
ing library systems and numer-
ous support services that include 
GALILEO, Library Services 
for the visually or physically 
impaired (GLASS), Georgia 
Historic Newspapers database 

and Genealogy Resources, the 
PINES book-lending network 
shared by 1.9 million Georgians, 
Summer Reading Program sup-
port and building repair grants. 
The state library provides 
non-operational budget support 
and professional services sup-
port.

The Dalton public library is 
funded by Whitfield County, the 
city of Dalton and the boards 
of education. The city and the 
county are our major funding 
sources. It’s worth mentioning 
here that the city and coun-
ty did not cut or discontinue 
library funding (according to 
my knowledge) during the years 
that challenged public libraries 
across the nation.

Nationally, between 2008 and 
2012 public libraries experi-
enced their greatest declines in 
funding and greatest increases 
in usage. That was not the case 
here. In addition to stable oper-
ational funding year over year, 
the library has benefited from a 
2015 SPLOST (Special Purpose 
Local Option Sales Tax) Priority Contributed photo

This young patron knows there is something for everyone 
to enjoy at the library.  Pleal all➢ BOOK, 2C
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But his wisdom was that a game 
captures the attention of visitors and 
allows them to spend time with each 
other.

It’s hard to go home in the middle 
of a game. The visitor will happily 
stay extra time to finish a round. It’s 
hard to see several people having 
fun playing a game and refuse to 
join in when they are quick to invite 
you.

Checkers was simple enough 
I could play but complicated 
enough that I usually lost. Chinese 
Checkers I mainly liked because 
of the board and colorful marbles 
that you hopped over each other. 
Looking back, it’s not the games 
I remember, it’s the time spent 
around the game board. The game 
Sorry allows a little, powerless 
kid like I was to send a grownups 
playing piece back to start. That’s a 
real kick. “Parcheesi” was another 
game that was lots of fun for a kid 
to spend time with his grandpa. 
And any game with the Pop-o-matic 
dice roller was definitely on my top 
ten list.

But looking back, he wasn’t just 
playing games, he was building 
memories.

Papaw Hannah also told stories, 
and the ones I remember are the 
ones where he tried something and 
ended up with a surprise himself. 
When he told a story where he 
learned something, I learned that 
thing as well. That’s not just a good 
story, that’s a useful story. He told 
me a story about this great German 
Shepherd dog he had, named 
Champ, that was so smart and 
loyal and, well, just about any good 
thing you can attribute to a dog, he 
attributed to Champ. As a matter of 
fact, maybe Champ wasn’t his name 
but his title!

My paternal grandfather loved the 
outdoors and so did Champ. He told 
me on one of their many jaunts they 
were walking across a field. The 
way I remember it is Papaw Hannah 
had a hammer with him (he must 

have been working on something). 
He spotted a rabbit across the field 
and knowing Champ loved a good 
chase even if the game got away, 
my grandfather tossed the hammer 
to spook the rabbit and get it going 
so the dog would spot it. When he 
threw it, guess where the hammer 
landed. The rabbit. Guess how 
many times it would have taken 
for it to land where it did if you 
were trying to land it there. Infinite 
maybe? Without getting into details, 
the dog didn’t chase anything that 
day, they all had rabbit stew that 
night, and my grandfather learned 
to throw wide of the mark in certain 
circumstances.

He taught me that story so I 
would know sometimes you can 
achieve what you want by NOT 
aiming at the bullseye.

Another story he shared with me 
became a lesson about learning 
about your surroundings if you find 
yourself in a new place. Sounds 
obvious, but often we assume the 
new place we’re in is like the old 
place we’re used to, whether it’s 
a physical place, a new job or a 
new person we’ve just met. Papaw 
Hannah had grown up in the moun-
tains and hills of north Georgia here 
but for a few years later in his life 
he moved down to the Brunswick 
area of south Georgia.

My uncle lived down there and 
so my grandparents moved to be 
near them. Ever the fisherman, my 
grandfather had new rivers to fish 
and new fish to catch. The rivers 
there are low and slow. He worked 
his way along the bank which was 
a few feet higher than the water 
but steep. Every so often he would 
feel the ground tremble below his 
feet. He couldn’t figure it out, but 
how could he since he wasn’t from 
there. He related the story to the 
locals who laughed at his good luck. 
They told him that when the ground 
was trembling it meant he was 
over an alligator nest underground. 
They burrow in the bank with the 
entrance below the water level for 
defense. He was lucky the ground 

didn’t collapse into alligator nest.
Lesson learned: Check out the lay 

of the land when somewhere new. 
Because in life there are real alli-
gator nests you can fall in and there 
are metaphorical alligator nests to 
fall in.

 
A get-together

In a similar vein to the game 
playing, my grandfather was 
wise about music. And food. And 
porches. Although he didn’t play 
an instrument, his wife (my grand-
mother) played piano and a couple 
of his sons played guitar. He didn’t 
cook but he made sure there was 
plenty of food at meal time, espe-
cially Sunday dinner. And he wasn’t 
a carpenter and never built a house, 
but in the places he lived there was 
a porch for sitting on.

When you combine those ingre-
dients together you get a get-togeth-
er. If enough visitors stop by it’s 
practically a party. And if there’s 
enough music a hootenanny might 
just break out. With a nice meal and 
porch for music, folks wanted to be 
at his house on Sunday afternoons. 
He knew how to get people together 
to enjoy each other. He wasn’t rich 
because he had a company, he was 
rich because of his company. The 
people around him is how a truly 
wise man measures his wealth.

Now I’ll tell you some about 
my other grandfather, the one that 
reminded people of the Renard the 
Fox character. How clever was he? 
He told me he would break up with 
his girlfriend before Christmas 
so he wouldn’t have to buy her a 
Christmas present and then get back 
together with her in January.

Can a grandfather be clever, wise 
AND a cheapskate? It sure looks 
that way. Next week we’ll spend 
some time with him and you’ll see 
how he solved a true mystery in 
his neighborhood back in the day! 
Coming up, it’s Granpa Renard part 
2.

 
Mark Hannah, a Dalton native, 

works in video and film production.

Crier: Food and music make a get-together
 ➢ Continued from 1C

Bradley Wellness  
Center Offerings

Barre 365
What is Barre 365? Barre 365 is a true cardio bal-

let workout. Each body-sculpting, fat-burning, endur-
ance-building class incorporates barre exercises to gain 
muscle control, increase flexibility and develop long, 
lean muscles. Participants will have their choice of sev-
eral sessions starting the week of April 30. Sessions are 
four weeks long. The cost is $30 for members or $36 for 
non-members per session. Participants will receive a $10 
discount off of the total if signing up for more than one 
session. Space is very limited. For more information or 
to register, call (706) 278-9355. The deadline to register 
is three days prior to the start of class. The instructors are 
Whitney Gay and Michelle Brown.

 
Mother/Child Breakfast
Moms, bring your kids out to breakfast at Bradley 

Wellness Center on Saturday, May 5, from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. The event will include food, music, photos and more. 
There will be a special craft for the little ones, but mothers 
and children of all ages are welcome. This event is free 
and open to the first 50 families that sign up. For more 
information or to register, call (706) 278-9355. Space is 
limited, and registration is required by May 1 or when all 
spots are taken.

 
BWC Hiking Club
Bradley Wellness Center Hiking Club members will 

travel to Mount Leconte in the Great Smokey Mountains 
on Saturday, May 5. This is not a beginner hike and is 
rated strenuous. There is a mandatory meeting on Tuesday, 
May 1, at 6 p.m. at BWC for all who plan to go. Call (706) 
278-9355 for more information.

 
Daddy Daughter Dance
Dads, don’t miss the chance to make your little girl 

feel like a princess! Bradley Wellness Center will hold its 
Daddy Daughter Dance on Saturday, June 2, from 5 to 7 
p.m., complete with deejay, dance floor, refreshments and 
photos. Dads and daughters of all ages are welcome. The 
cost is $5 per person in advance. For more information or 
to register, call (706) 278-9355. The registration deadline 
is May 26 or when all spots are filled.

 
Group Swim Lessons
Bradley Wellness Center will offer several levels of 

group swim lessons this spring. Children ages 4 and up 
may enroll in Tadpole, Guppy or Dolphin class depending 
on their skill level. An associate at the front desk can assist 
you in choosing the right class for your child. Please call 
(706) 278-9355 for schedule and availability. Fees are $65 
for members or $75 for non-members. You must register at 
least three days prior to lesson start date. Payment is due 
upon registration.

also takes boldness. Erin 
mentioned that one of her 
favorite quotes is “The ones 
who say it can’t be fixed 
are the ones who need to 
get out of the way.” Their 
entire message boils down 
to this: we are the ones who 
decide how our community 
looks. As Finkell said, “We 
are all ambassadors for our 
hometown.”

This year’s Spring 
Symposium would not 
have been possible without 
generous sponsors. United 
Way thanks the following 
sponsors:

Gold Level

• Engineered Floors
• Debbie Macon
• Shaw Industries 

Women’s Innovation 
Network

• Textile Rubber and 
Chemical Co. Inc.

Silver Level
• Coldwell Banker 

Kinard Realty
• Emily Morrow Home
• Dixie Kinard
• Kim L. Woods 

Construction Inc.
• Simply Outrageous
• Walnut Hill Farm
• The Yellow Bird
For more information 

on United Way’s Women’s 
Leadership Council contact 
amy.ross@ourunitedway.
org or call (706) 876-2552.

Women: Ambassadors
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tOp MusiC
iTunes official music 

charts for the week ending 
April 26:

Top songs
1. “No Tears Left to Cry,” 

Ariana Grande
2. “Babe” (featuring 

Taylor Swift), Sugarland
3. “Meant to Be,” Bebe 

Rexha & Florida Georgia 
Line

4. “Nice For What,” 
Drake

5. “God’s Plan,” Drake
6. “Whatever It Takes,” 

Imagine Dragons
7. “Wake Me Up,” Avicii
8. “The Middle,”  

Zedd, Maren Morris & 
Grey

9. “Psycho” (featuring Ty 
Dolla $ign), Post Malone

10. “You Make It Easy,” 

Jason Aldean

Top albums
1. “KOD,” J. Cole
2. “Eat the Elephant,” A 

Perfect Circle
3. “The Greatest 

Showman” (Original 
Motion Picture 
Soundtrack), Various 
Artists

4. “Invasion of Privacy,” 
Cardi B

5. “Port Saint Joe,” 
Brothers Osborne

6. “Church of Scars,” 
Bishop Briggs

7. “Vide Noir,” Lord 
Huron

8. “Rearview Town,” 
Jason Aldean

9. “Creeker,” Upchurch
10. “44/876,” Sting & 

Shaggy
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