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Viewpointsthe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

What it means to ‘Live United’
A few weeks ago United 

Way of Northwest Georgia 
President Amanda Burt 
asked if I would write 
a January guest column 
in place of her monthly 
“Amanda col-
umn” for our 
local newspaper. 
My answer was 
of course yes — I 
rarely say no — 
so here goes.

Articles such 
as these normally 
start with a catchy 
quote from some 
historical figure 
that in some way 
has inspired us 
over the years. 
This one is no 
different. President Ronald 
Reagan (a hero of mine) 
once said: “We can’t help 
everyone, but everyone can 
help someone.” I love this 
quote and I think about it 
in the context of the very 
personal responsibility 
each of us has to improve 
the lives of others. From 
the beginning of our 
country, communities 
coming together to solve 
local problems has always 
worked the best.

In a world where we 
increasingly rely on 
Google for our informa-
tion (and I openly admit 
that I do), Google the 

phrase “barn raising.” 
When you do, you will 
see it means the collective 
action of a community, in 
which a barn for one of 
the members is built or 

rebuilt collective-
ly by members of 
the community. 
According to 
Wikipedia, barn 
raising started 
in the United 
Kingdom and was 
particularly com-
mon in 18th and 
19th century rural 
North America. 
Frequently a great 
celebration with 
song, food and 
dance would fol-

low the event.
So what does this have 

to do with United Way? 
Well for me, the idea of 
a barn raising has come 
to symbolize the thought 
that local communities are 
always the best prepared 
and the most capable to 
take on the problems that 
particular community may 
be facing. Huge bureaucra-
cies (I’m thinking the col-
lective “we” in Reagan’s 
quote) are rarely effective 
in addressing local com-
munity needs ... they aren’t 
close enough to a problem 
and are ill-equipped to 
help (frequently they aren’t 

very cost effective either).
This past year I have 

had the honor and privi-
lege to serve as the board 
chair for our local United 
Way. This afforded me the 
up close and personal view 
of the incredible generos-
ity and deep commitment 
that this community has 
for improving the lives of 
others.

The other thing that I’ve 
witnessed is the incredible 
work that is done daily 
by the many agencies that 
our United Way supports. 
Whether it be Project 
Search (again, Google 
this one) supported by 
Cross Plains Community 
Partner, or the youth that 
attend our local Boys & 
Girls Clubs or the young 
children cared for at the 
Friendship House (and 
there are so many others 
but I was given a strict 
word limit), this is where 
the magic takes place. I 
just consider myself fortu-
nate to be able to volunteer 
my service to the United 
Way board and yes, thank-
ful that I can donate to 
these very worthy causes 
through United Way.

I am also very proud 
that our United Way took 
on a task of developing 
a strategic plan for the 
future this past year. If 

it works as we hope, it 
will not become a “shelf” 
plan — you know, the kind 
that gets put on the shelf 
and never looked at again.

No, we believe that this 
plan may become a road 
map for our continued 
success and one that not 
only builds on our success 
of today but also looks for-
ward to ensure our success 
for tomorrow. Working on 
a plan like this is sort of 
like the old saying about 
making sausage: it’s not 
pretty at times but we sure 
do like the way it turns 
out.

But whatever the future 
holds, of this much I am 
sure, this community 
believes in itself, it takes 
the necessary steps to help 
others in order to build 
a stronger community, 
it is blessed with great 
leadership that goes back 
generations and it embod-
ies the idea that “to whom 
much is given, much is 
required.”

To me, that is what is at 
the heart of what it means 
to “Live United.”

Ken Jackson, the exec-
utive vice president and 
CFO at Shaw Industries 
Group, is the 2018 United 
Way of Northwest Georgia 
board chair.

The illegal immigrant story 
Trump isn’t telling you

If you passed Max Acuna on the 
street or on your way to work, or 
any one of those hundreds of plac-
es where people cross paths every 
day, you wouldn’t give the smartly 
dressed 30-year-old a sec-
ond look.

The married father of 
three — two boys and a girl 
— lives in the college town 
of Carlisle, Pennsylvania. 
He goes to work in the 
morning. He comes home 
to his family at night. And 
he pursues the American 
dream with the same ardor 
of any of his neighbors.

But to hear Trump tell it, 
I’m supposed to be deathly 
afraid of Acuna or anyone 
who looks even remotely 
like him. He’s a native Mexican who 
was brought to the United States as 
a toddler, and lived, along with most 
of his family, undocumented, until 
he got his citizenship last summer.

During a primetime address 
Tuesday, Trump used the backdrop 
of the Oval Office to recapitulate 
the same tiresome talking points on 
the dangers of illegal immigration 
he’s been peddling since 2015. He 
used it to spin a grisly, fact-chal-
lenged argument that those who 
enter to country illegally are brutal 
killers and rapists just lying in wait 
to take American jobs and lives.

“Day after day, precious lives are 
cut short by those who have violated 
our borders. In California, an Air 
Force veteran was raped, murdered 
and beaten to death with a hammer 
by an illegal alien with a long crim-
inal history. In Georgia, an illegal 
alien was recently charged with 
murder for killing, beheading and 
dismembering his neighbor,” Trump 
said as he spun out his grim fairy 
tale.

And while any murder is a trag-

edy no matter who commits it, the 
data pretty conclusively shows that 
those in the country illegally and 
who constitute only a small portion 
of the overall population commit 

crimes at a much lower rate 
than those who are native-
born. The worst offense 
Acuna has ever committed, 
meanwhile, is a speeding 
ticket.

Nonetheless, it’s where 
we find ourselves as a 
nation, as a pointless and 
unnecessary government 
shutdown, inspired by one 
man’s seemingly compul-
sive need for an equally 
pointless and unnecessary 
wall at America’s southern 
border, grinds well past its 

third week.
Trump’s detour into the maca-

bre glossed right over the story of 
Acuna and thousands of others, 
whose story is far more typical and, 
in its own way, more fundamentally 
reflective — save for the legal nice-
ties — of the American immigrant 
experience.

Acuna, his mother, Rosaria, and 
his brother, Daniel, illegally entered 
the United States from Mexico in 
1990. He could not say when his 
father, Jaime, entered the country. 
The family initially settled in Los 
Angeles before making their way to 
Pennsylvania.

He hasn’t been back to Mexico 
since. And, no, he hasn’t commit-
ted any crimes. And his English is 
probably better that yours.

Relief came with the Obama 
administration’s 2012 “Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals” 
program, or DACA, which granted 
temporary legal status and work 
authorization to aliens who had 
been brought to the United States 
illegally as children and who met 

other criteria. He got his green card 
through marriage, and began the 
long journey to citizenship.

Max Acuna’s path to citizenship, 
which took more than five years and 
cost more than $20,000, ended with 
his taking the oath in June 2018. 
His parents and his brother are still 
working on obtaining theirs, he 
said.

Overshadowed by the light and 
the heat over the border wall is any 
sensible discussion of structural 
immigration reform, including what 
to do about the fate 1.7 million 
so-called “Dreamers” who are look-
ing for a path to legal citizenship.

On Thursday, with negotiations 
at a standstill and Trump moving 
seemingly inexorably toward declar-
ing a national emergency to get the 
wall built, Acuna said he wished the 
president could get a much-needed 
dose of perspective.

“When it comes to stuff about 
immigrants coming from the south,” 
(Trump) “just doesn’t know,” Acuna 
said. “He doesn’t talk with people 
like myself; why we’re here and 
what we’re trying to achieve,” he 
said. “He thinks we’re rapists and 
murderers, and taking jobs from 
Americans. It’s just not the case ... 
My parents came here because they 
wanted a better life.”

It’s a great sentiment — and one 
that rings true with any one of us 
who lays claim to an immigrant her-
itage. And it’s not one that Trump, 
his mind set on the political victory 
he thinks the wall will bring him, 
would ever heed.

John L. Micek is the opinion 
editor and political columnist for 
PennLive/The Patriot-News in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Readers 
may follow him on Twitter @
ByJohnLMicek and email him at 
jmicek@pennlive.com.

Ken 
JacKson

The Savannah 
Morning News on 
Gov. Nathan Deal 
leaving office and 
his influence:

Georgia Gov. Nathan 
Deal’s first order of busi-
ness upon leaving office 
next week is to undergo 
back surgery.

Such is the price for 
carrying the state to new 
heights over the past eight 
years.

Deal’s legacy is best 
described in the words of 
his longtime chief of staff, 
Chris Riley. Speaking at 
a ceremony, Riley said, 
“Gov. Deal isn’t an exam-
ple by which all others 
should be measured, but 
he is certainly an example 
they should follow.”

Critics will nitpick 
Deal’s tenure as governor. 
They’ll seize upon mis-
steps, such as the failed 
opportunity school district 
proposal, and call out 
his actions on polarizing 
social issues, such as sign-
ing campus carry into law 
and vetoing a religious 
liberty measure.

Those moves and oth-
ers are part of his record 
and are more than mere 
footnotes. However, Deal 
will be remembered more 
for the successful envi-
ronment he fostered — in 
places like the Capitol, the 
business community and 
judicial circles — than he 
will for headline-grabbing 
political maneuvers.

Deal understood the 
most effective leaders in 
government start with the 
broadest interests in mind. 
They build relationships, 
especially with those who 
differ from them philo-
sophically. They establish 
a process for dialogue and 
action and insist that it be 
followed. They value trust 
and fairness above all.

The wins and losses fall 
from there, with no one 
success or failure detract-
ing from the overall mis-
sion — to make Georgia 
a better place to live and 
work.

Deal’s influence cannot 
be overstated.

At the Capitol, in 
a decade marked by 
political divisiveness, 
the Georgia General 
Assembly conducted its 
business civilly — and 
efficiently. Deal made 
sure minority leaders, 
such as gubernatorial 
runner-up Stacey Abrams, 
had a voice in addressing 
challenging issues.

The governor also exer-
cised a budgetary iron fist. 
He coaxed the spenders 
and the cutters to take a 
measured approach, with 
an emphasis on building 
a robust rainy-day fund. 
The reserve grew to $2.6 
billion in Deal’s first 
seven years, and in his last 
the legislature was able to 
fully fund public educa-
tion and do a tax cut.

In the business commu-
nity, Deal listened closely 
to the job creators. He 
entered office in desper-
ate economic times. The 
recession had ended, at 
least officially, 18 months 
earlier, but the recovery 
was tepid.

Where other states 
looked to squeeze busi-
nesses as a stopgap, 
Deal embraced innova-
tive approaches to tax 
incentives, worked to 
improve transportation 
infrastructure through the 
Georgia Ports Authority 
and pushed workforce 
development initiatives 
to strengthen and deepen 
Georgia’s talent pool.

He was also the state’s 
biggest cheerleader on 
economic development. 
He wears the Georgia 
designation as the “No. 1 
state to do business” like a 
badge — and rightfully so.

Courthouses and jails 
throughout the state are a 
testament to Deal’s crimi-
nal justice reform efforts. 
Foremost among those 

initiatives are expanded 
court programs for nonvi-
olent offenders, particu-
larly those struggling with 
drugs and mental illness.

The courts, from the 
judges to the prosecutors, 
bought in, and the reforms 
are estimated to have save 
taxpayers tens of millions. 
Additionally, the number 
of African-Americans 
entering Georgia’s prison 
system are at a historic 
low.

As Deal’s chief of staff 
said, the governor has set 
quite the example.

Sadly, Deal’s public 
service career will likely 
end when Gov.-elect Brian 
Kemp is sworn in shortly 
after 2 p.m. Monday.

Deal is 76 years old 
and his chief of staff, 
Riley, has said publicly 
Deal won’t run for office 
again. That doesn’t pre-
clude Deal from taking 
an appointed position in 
some capacity, as Sonny 
Perdue has in the Trump 
administration and Zell 
Miller did in completing 
Paul Coverdell’s U.S. 
Senate term following 
Coverdell’s death in 2000.

Deal’s immediate plans 
are politically related, 
albeit outside of govern-
ment. He will team with 
Riley in a consulting and 
lobbying firm “to take 
what’s worked as part 
of the last eight years to 
the private sector,” Riley 
recently told the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution.

The venture should 
allow Deal and Riley to 
maintain some influence 
in Georgia politics. Both 
have many allies under the 
Capitol’s gold dome and 
a deep well of contacts in 
the state’s business com-
munity.

Here’s hoping once 
Deal’s back heals, he’s up 
for lifting the state wher-
ever he can.

The Brunswick 
News on lower                  
gasoline prices:

Anyone who has filled 
up a vehicle in recent 
weeks has been met with 
a pleasant surprise at the 
pump.

“Americans are find-
ing gas prices below $2 
per gallon at 31 percent 
of filling stations in 
the U.S.,” said Garrett 
Townsend, Georgia’s 
AAA spokesman. “We’ve 
seen gas prices plummet 
since around October.”

It should go without 
saying that lower gas 
prices are beneficial to 
everyone. Filling up an 18 
gallon gas tank will run 
you $39.42 for a full tank.

Compare that to last 
month, when the prices 
were averaging $2.41 per 
gallon. The savings may 
seem like just a few dol-
lars, but every bit helps at 
this time of the year when 
funds may be stretched to 
the limit after Christmas.

The average price for 
a gallon of regular gas is 
down across the board.

In Georgia, the average 
price was $2.01 as of Jan. 
2, down 26 cents from last 
month and 34 cents better 
than this time last year.

Of course, lower gas 
prices also affect other 
aspects. Lower prices 
at the pump mean lower 
transportation costs for 
those that ship goods 
across the country. That 
should mean we will see 
better prices on groceries 
and other items in the near 
future.

With the volatility of 
the stock market and 
global crude oil supply, 
who knows how low the 
prices will go or how 
long it will be until the 
prices start to go up 
again. But for now, let’s 
enjoy this reprieve from 
the usual sticker shock at 
the pump and hope that it 
last longer than just a few 
weeks.

John L.
MiceK


