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made me reflect on what
compelled my parents to
give back. It was then that
I realized there’s always
going to be someone in
need, maybe one day,
even me. Thankfully, our
United Way of Northwest
Georgia, its community
partners and many volunteers help ensure those
needs are met!
Today, I have the honor
of serving with 70 community volunteers. These
volunteers have their own
reasons why they give
time and financial support
to United Way, but we all
agree that the role of our
team is to ensure that the
most critical needs are met
in our community.
Community is defined
as a group sharing common characteristics or
interests that perceives
itself as distinct in some
respect from the larger
society within which it
exists. This definition
could not be more true
with regard to the expectation of our volunteers, as
each are asked to become
a liaison for one of the
United Way community

partners for a period of six
to nine months. Their goal
is simple: to help find
solutions to problems or
challenges faced by the
agency.
Today, I’m grateful for
a foundation of service
set first by my parents
and later solidified by the
United Way of Northwest
Georgia. Additionally, I
stand in awe of the volunteers, past and present,
who are committed to
making our community
a better place to live and
work. Winston Churchill
once said, “We make a
living by what we get, but
we make a life by what we
give.”
For more information
on how you can give back,
stop by the United Way of
Northwest Georgia or ask
any volunteer how you can
help make a difference in
the lives of others.
Bill Brueckner is the
manager-workers compensation at Shaw Industries.
He is on the Board of
United Way of Northwest
Georgia and is the
Community Solutions chair.
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