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lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

Why I give to United Way
Growing up in a house-

hold where I saw both 
parents frequently giving 
back, I really never ques-
tioned why they were com-
pelled to do so much for 
others. Whether 
it was a pair of 
shoes secretly 
given to a school 
principal for a 
kid in need by my 
Pop or Mom orga-
nizing a monthly 
“Special Persons” 
covered dish lun-
cheon for retired 
senior citizens 
in the communi-
ty, I frequently 
witnessed each 
of them giving 
financially and of their 
time on regularly.

Fast forward to 1991. 
I was hired as a human 
resources manager at 
Shaw Industries. One of 
my annual tasks was to 
conduct United Way meet-
ings in our plants. During 
these meetings, associates 
were asked to give back 
to their community by 
contributing financially to 
United Way. It was during 
these meetings that I start-

ed my own contributions, 
but sadly, it wasn’t until 
years later that I had a 
clue what this financial 
support meant. My first 
“ah ha” moment happened 

after attending 
Boardwalk, a 
class facilitated 
by United Way to 
prepare attendees 
to serve on local 
nonprofit boards. 
This ultimately 
led to me joining 
the board for 
United Way com-
munity partner, 
Looper Speech 
and Hearing.

With the 
knowledge I 

learned from Boardwalk 
and my experience at 
Looper, I finally started 
to understand what giving 
back meant, not just finan-
cially, but also of one’s 
time. The final piece of 
this puzzle came together 
when Shaw’s United Way 
campaign started conduct-
ing impact tours. These 
tours allowed me to see 
the many, many needs 
within our community. 
Oddly, these tours also 

made me reflect on what 
compelled my parents to 
give back. It was then that 
I realized there’s always 
going to be someone in 
need, maybe one day, 
even me. Thankfully, our 
United Way of Northwest 
Georgia, its community 
partners and many vol-
unteers help ensure those 
needs are met!

Today, I have the honor 
of serving with 70 com-
munity volunteers. These 
volunteers have their own 
reasons why they give 
time and financial support 
to United Way, but we all 
agree that the role of our 
team is to ensure that the 
most critical needs are met 
in our community.

Community is defined 
as a group sharing com-
mon characteristics or 
interests that perceives 
itself as distinct in some 
respect from the larger 
society within which it 
exists. This definition 
could not be more true 
with regard to the expec-
tation of our volunteers, as 
each are asked to become 
a liaison for one of the 
United Way community 

partners for a period of six 
to nine months. Their goal 
is simple: to help find 
solutions to problems or 
challenges faced by the 
agency.  

Today, I’m grateful for 
a foundation of service 
set first by my parents 
and later solidified by the 
United Way of Northwest 
Georgia. Additionally, I 
stand in awe of the vol-
unteers, past and present, 
who are committed to 
making our community 
a better place to live and 
work. Winston Churchill 
once said, “We make a 
living by what we get, but 
we make a life by what we 
give.”

For more information 
on how you can give back, 
stop by the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia or ask 
any volunteer how you can 
help make a difference in 
the lives of others.

Bill Brueckner is the 
manager-workers compen-
sation at Shaw Industries. 
He is on the Board of 
United Way of Northwest 
Georgia and is the 
Community Solutions chair.

Under Trump, it’s easy to like Ike
GETTYSBURG, Pa. — The golf 

clubs in the laundry room at the rear 
of Dwight Eisenhower’s farmhouse 
here are perched and ready, as if the 
34th president of the United States 
might come and fetch them at any 
moment.

Eisenhower was a pas-
sionate golfer. His valet, Sgt. 
John Moaney, would be 
tasked with cleaning them 
after Eisenhower returned 
from one of his frequent 
rounds at the nearby 
Gettysburg Country Club.

To step into this 1950s 
vintage home, here on 
the edge of what may be 
America’s best-known 
Civil War battlefield, is 
to step back into another 
era of American politics; 
though it’s hard to miss the parallels 
between his time and our own.

It’s also nearly impossible to miss 
the contrasts between America’s 
last outsider, Republican president 
and the current, outsider Republican 
president: Donald Trump, between 
the Republican Party as it was, and 
it is now.

While fraught with its own unique 
complications and profound inequal-
ities, Eisenhower’s America was a 
youthful and optimistic one, emerg-
ing from the tumult of World War II 
to take its place as a global super-
power and leader on the world stage.

Compare that to an “America 
First,” that increasingly sounds like 
“America Alone.”

Like Trump, Eisenhower presided 
over a booming economy, contended 
with the threat of a nuclear armed 
rival in eastern Europe (the enemy 
in that case was crystal clear), and 
though Twitter was still decades 
away, technology was growing by 
leaps and bounds.

On the homefront, Eisenhower 
oversaw the construction of the 
interstate highway system; he sent 
federal troops to Arkansas in 1957 
to ensure the desegregation of the 
public schools; he prompted the 
United States to take its first baby-
steps in the space race, and he 

famously warned against the emer-
gence of the “military-industrial 
complex.”

One of the clearest contrasts 
comes on the civil rights front. Yes, 
racism was rampant, but you could 
count on Ike to like civil rights, as 

The New York Times put it.
Ever the soldier bound 

by the chain of command, 
Eisenhower enforced the 
terms of Brown v. Board of 
Education, the 1954 U.S. 
Supreme Court decision 
desegregating American 
public schools. Eisenhower 
also signed the Civil Rights 
Act of 1957 into law, pro-
viding voting protections for 
black Americans.

Compare that to our cur-
rent “both-siderism” on mat-

ters of race relations, and the seem-
ingly undying push for “voter ID” 
that critics believe will specifically 
disenfranchise black voters.

Overseas, before becoming presi-
dent, Eisenhower served as NATO’s 
first supreme commander, where he 
helped forged an alliance that kept 
the peace for some 70 years.

“Like no one else, (Eisenhower) 
saw the challenges of maintaining 
an alliance, the egos on different 
sides, just keeping it together,” 
Muhlenberg College political sci-
ence professor Christopher Borick 
observed. “I can only imagine 
his thoughts on NATO today and 
(President Trump’s) perspective on 
it. They’re 60 years and light years 
apart.”

Indeed, during a rally in north-
eastern Pennsylvania recently, 
Trump groused about the alliance, 
and again falsely claimed that 
member nations were “delinquent” 
in their payments to NATO until he 
forced them to pony up.

Like Eisenhower, Trump loves 
golf, and has spent 135 days on the 
links since becoming president.

Trump has also spent a total of 
170 days at Trump-owned proper-
ties since last January. Eisenhower 
spent just one year of his eight 
years in the White House at the 

farm, our tour guide told us.
Yes, there are similarities. 

Eisenhower believed in the power 
of personal interface, but not in a 
vacuum.

Ike entertained Winston Churchill 
and Charles DeGaulle at the farm, 
and even deployed his grandchil-
dren as secret weapons in a charm 
offensive against Soviet Premier 
Nikita Khruschev, a National Park 
Service ranger told our tour group.

Like Trump, Eisenhower was 
a political cypher. At one point, 
he was courted by Democrats as 
their presidential candidate. Ike 
eventually revealed himself as a 
Republican.

Trump, who spent eight years 
registered as a Democrat and gave 
to Democratic candidates and caus-
es, embraced his inner Republican 
for his 2016 White House bid, 
though he has little in common with 
the old-guard GOP of Eisenhower.

“I can’t see Ike tweeting,” Borick 
quipped. “He didn’t like to say a lot 
more than he had to.”

Indeed, Eisenhower embraced 
what some have referred to as “stra-
tegic patience,” preferring to wait 
until the right time to act on an 
issue.

It’s hard to imagine the brash and 
impatient Trump employing a simi-
lar approach.

Eisenhower’s actions were 
“defined by his willingness not 
to speak in a rash way,” Borick 
observed. “His speech was always 
very measured and not one to 
change course really quickly. Or to 
throw out actions or ideas without 
considerable thought.”

In our whirlwind time, amid our 
breakneck politics, that almost 
seems a charmingly quaint notion; 
a relic of a simpler era.

It’s easy to like Ike. Especially 
now.

John L. Micek is the opinion 
editor and political columnist for 
PennLive/The Patriot-News in 
Harrisburg, Pa. Readers may follow 
him on Twitter @ByJohnLMicek and 
email him at jmicek@pennlive.com.

Bill
Brueckner

Lagrange Daily News 
on commuting while 
school buses are on 
roadways:

We thought it would be a 
good idea to remind every-
one of driving alongside 
school bus safety tips as we 
all get back into the swing 
of the school year.

According to the 
National Safety Council’s 
website, drivers need to 
slow down and pay atten-
tion when children are 
present. Students can be 
unpredictable and take 
risks.

According to Stanford 
Children’s Health, 19 fatal-
ities occur every year when 
getting on and off the bus 
and most of those children 
are 5 to 7-years-old.

Follow school buses at a 
greater distance than you 
would allow a car since it 
will give you more time 
to stop when it slows. 
The areas 10 feet in front, 
behind and beside the bus 
are considered a danger 
zone, according to Stanford 
Children’s Health.

Additionally, always 
watch for children playing 
or waiting near bus stops. 
When a bus is stopped 
and loading, be alert for 
children who are hurrying 
to make it and may not be 
checking traffic, accord-
ing to Stanford Children’s 
Health.

Always stop when the 
bus stops. It is illegal to 
pass a bus that is stopped to 
load or unload students.

It can be frustrating to 
constantly stop, but you 
should always take extra 
caution when children’s 
safety is at stake. If you 
are worried about getting 
to work on time with the 
added traffic, leave home 
a few minutes early before 
the buses pick up at their 
stops.

With a little caution and 
awareness, you can prevent 
major accidents.

The Savannah 
Morning News 
says Georgians are 
counting on former 
Governor Sonny 
Perdue to manage 
farm-related tariffs:

Sonny Perdue knows 
agriculture, understands 
the machinations of global 
trade and possesses politi-
cal savvy.

Georgia’s former gover-
nor will need to draw on 
his lifetime of experience 
in all those areas to manage 
what promises to be one of 
the most turbulent times for 
American farmers since the 
Dust Bowl days.

Perdue now works as 
President Donald Trump’s 
Secretary of Agriculture. 
Recently, he outlined the 
administration’s plan to 
protect our crop growers 
and livestock raisers from 
retaliatory tariffs imposed 
by China. The approach 
involves cash subsidies, a 
surplus purchase pledge, 
and assistance in develop-
ing new markets. The fed-
eral government is commit-
ting as much as $12 billion 
to the effort.

Since then, the presi-
dent has ordered his trade 
representatives to explore 
increasing tariffs on 
Chinese goods. If the bump 
from 10 to 25 percent is 
enacted, the Chinese will 
no doubt counter tit for tat, 

changing the math.
And leave the farmers of 

Perdue’s home state — and 
all Georgia citizens — 
praying for political rain.

 The state’s farmers are 
among the nation’s top pro-
ducers of broiler chickens, 
eggs, blueberries, peanuts, 
pecans, cotton and peach-
es. The state’s soil is also 
fertile ground to grow corn, 
sorghum, soybeans and 
onions, among other crops.

To this point, the Chinese 
have pledged tariffs on 
fruit, nuts, cotton, corn sor-
ghum and soybeans. Again, 
that’s the list to this point.

...
China buys more Georgia 

cotton than any other 
nation, and approximately 
half of Georgia-grown 
pecans go to China, mak-
ing up 50 to 70 percent of 
the Asian nation’s purchas-
es.

The harvest for both 
crops is still months away, 
but the situation has the 
state’s agriculture lead-
ers ill at ease. Georgia 
Agriculture Commissioner 
Gary Black applauded 
the planned aid package, 
although he qualified his 
praise by calling subsi-
dies a “good short-term 
solution.” And the head 
of the Georgia Cotton 
Commission acknowledged 
the uncertainty put his 
industry in “a state of flux.”

Several pecan grow-
ers, meanwhile, have 
echoed the sentiments of 
Congressman David Scott, 
a Democrat from Middle 
Georgia, who said, “What 
farmers and I want is an 
open market” and not “a 
government check.”

Perdue is busy minding 
those details, even as they 
evolve with each passing 
tweet. He has promised 
to provide “all necessary 
information” regarding 
farm aid to affected pro-
ducers by Labor Day — a 
month from today.

Patience is as much a 
part of farming as early 
mornings and dirty finger-
nails. Still, this wait is as 
maddening as the one for 
the cows to come home.

Georgia’s farmers should 
take solace in Perdue’s 
presence at Trump’s cabinet 
table.

Perdue grew up on a 
farm. He studied agricul-
ture and veterinary sci-
ence at the University of 
Georgia. (...)

As Georgia’s governor, 
he led several interna-
tional trade missions, 
including two to China. 
He courted Kia, an Asian 
automaker, to build a 
factory in West Georgia. 
When the state’s term 
limit law ended his gov-
ernorship, Perdue became 
a managing partner is an 
agribusiness and founded 
an economic firm special-
izing in the global com-
modities trade.

He has the background 
and the experience to steer 
the farm tractor through a 
trade war.

But does he — or anyone 
— have the ability to influ-
ence the president when it 
comes to tariffs remains in 
question.

Congress seems unwill-
ing to challenge Trump on 
trade policy even as the 
legislative branch has the 
power to limit the presi-
dent’s ability to unilaterally 
impose tariffs.

The farmers, along with 
the taxpayers funding the 
agriculture subsidies, have 
little choice at this point. 
We will trust Perdue to be a 
good advocate.

John L.
Micek


