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Today’s weather
Mostly sunny. High of 86, 

low of 64. See page 2A.

Special 
election 
called 
for state 
House 
District 4

Dalton area voters will pick the 
next representative for state House 
of Representatives District 4 on 
Nov. 7, the same date as municipal 
elections. That will spare taxpayers 
much of the cost of a special elec-
tion.

Gov. Nathan Deal on Monday 
night called for a special election 
to fill the unexpired term of Bruce 
Broadrick of Dalton, who stepped 
down from the District 4 seat last 
week, citing health reasons. District 
4 covers most of the city of Dalton 
and four adjacent precincts.

Whitfield County Registrar Mary 
Hammontree told members of the 
League of Women Voters of the 
Dalton Area on Tuesday that it costs 
about $12,000 to hold an election in 
the city of Dalton. She said holding 
the special election on the same date 
as the city election would mean that 

By Charles Oliver
charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com

Matt haMiltOn/DCN
Whitfield County Registrar 
Mary Hammontree speaks 
on Tuesday to the League of 
Women Voters of the Dalton 
Area at Western Sizzlin. 
Hammontree said having the 
special election for state House 
District 4 on the same day as 
Dalton municipal elections will 
save taxpayers money.

Dalton man charged with Kentucky murder will argue self-defense

HOPKINSVILLE, Ky. — A 
Dalton man accused in an April 
shooting that left a Tennessee 
woman dead at the Days Inn in 
Oak Grove, Ky., will have an 
immunity hearing to determine if 
the shooting was in self-defense.

Octavious D. Ludwig, 23, 
appeared last week in Christian 
Circuit Court alongside his attor-
ney, Brandi Jones. Ludwig plead-
ed not guilty during his arraign-
ment July 5 to charges of murder 

for the death of Roshanda Hayden 
of Millington, Tenn.

Jones filed a motion seeking an 
immunity hearing and believes 
Ludwig has a strong case for 
self-defense. In a preliminary 
hearing in District Court, Oak 
Grove police detective James 
Carter said Hayden may have shot 
Ludwig first during a dispute over 
a gun. Ludwig was shot in the 
chest during the incident.

Judge John Atkins granted the 
immunity hearing and scheduled 
it for 1 p.m. on Nov. 6. Jones also 
indicated she planned to file a 

motion to modify Ludwig’s bond 
and believes the court would be 
“favorably inclined” to review the 
issue after that hearing.

Ludwig’s co-defendant, Ashley 
B. Cantrell, 21, of Chatsworth, 
also appeared in court after being 
granted release on an ankle moni-
tor during her last hearing.

Cantrell was charged with tam-
pering with physical evidence 
in connection to the murder for 
allegedly throwing a magazine 
from a gun in the dumpster 
behind the hotel.

She pleaded guilty to the tam-

pering charge. Her plea agreement 
was to a recommended three-
year sentence and requires her 
cooperation in the case against 
Ludwig. She may also be required 
to testify in the immunity hear-
ing and if the case goes to trial. 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Lynn 
Pryor said the state would remain 
neutral on whether probation was 
granted to Cantrell.

Cantrell’s attorney, John Straub, 
also requested she be released 
from the electronic ankle monitor 
due to the financial burden of 
weekly payments. Atkins granted 

the motion with the understand-
ing she would still be required 
to report to pretrial services by 
phone and stay in contact with her 
attorney.

Hayden was found dead by 
the Oak Grove police on April 
20 when they were called to the 
Days Inn on a report of a shoot-
ing. Ludwig suffered an injury 
to the chest and was taken to a 
Nashville, Tenn., hospital. Police 
say Hayden and Ludwig fought 
over her gun when it went off. He 
then reportedly got his gun and 
shot her.

By Melissa Pettitt
Kentucky New Era
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School officials to address 
new school, public is invited

Dalton voters can learn more about Dalton 
Public Schools’ plans for a sixth- and sev-
enth-grade school tonight at Dalton First 
United Methodist Church.

Interim Superintendent Don Amonett and 
Chief Financial Officer Theresa Perry are 
scheduled to talk to church members at 6 
p.m. about plans for the school as well as a 
$50 million bond referendum that will be on 
the Nov. 7 ballot.

“The meeting is open to the public. The 
more people, the better,” said Dean Osuch, 
pastor of outreach and spiritual formation for 
the church.

Dalton voters will see a referendum on the 
Nov. 7 municipal election ballot on whether 
to allow the school system to issue more than 
$50 million in bonds for a new 6/7 grade 
school. If Dalton voters approve the bond 
package, they will also be voting to impose 

a new property tax of at least .4 mill and 
perhaps as much as .8 mill to pay off those 
bonds.

Critics note the measure would allow the 
school system to pay as much as 5.5 percent 
interest on the bonds. During the 30-year life 

of the bonds, the principal and interest that 
would be paid at that rate is $105 million.

In August, the school system received 
a donation of 38.1 acres across the North 
Bypass from Dalton Middle School from 
Hammond Creek Capital for the new school. 
That donation is contingent on the school sys-
tem buying another 25 acres for the school from 
Hammond Creek Capital and pending final 
school board approval after the bond referen-
dum in November.

The school system will also hold a com-
munity meeting on the proposed school and 
the bond referendum on Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
City Hall in the council chamber.

And school system officials will talk about 
the proposed school and the bond referendum 
at the Greater Dalton Chamber of Commerce’s 
“Share the Vision” breakfast on Wednesday, 
Sept. 27, at 7:35 a.m. at the Dalton Golf and 
Country Club. Tickets are $20. Those inter-
ested in attending can register at the chamber 
website, daltonchamber.org. 

By Charles Oliver
charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com OTHER MEETINGS

Dalton Public Schools officials will 
attend the following meetings to talk 
about the 6/7 grade school and the 
$50 million bond referendum. All are 
open to the public.

School council meetings
• Brookwood: Thursday, 11:30 a.m.
• Blue Ridge: Friday, Oct. 13, 1 p.m.
• Roan: Friday, Oct. 13, noon

Dalton Middle School Parent/
Community Meetings
• Thursday, Oct. 26, 9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

$3.9 million 
goal set for 
United Way 
campaign

The United Way of 
Northwest Georgia exceed-
ed its goal of $3.8 million 
last year. Might as well 
shoot a little higher this 
year. 

Joe Young of Engineered 
Floors — this year’s cam-
paign chair — made the 
announcement of a $3.9 
million 2017 Campaign 
Goal on Tuesday night at 
Dalton Green. The event 
included the sixth annual 
CEO Trike Race downtown. 

“It is important that we 
make sure we keep moving 
forward and back our tradi-
tion of giving,” Young said. 
“United Way is a great way 
to show how much we care 
about the well-being of this 
community and every year 
we should all challenge our-
selves to do more.”

The event featured a full 
dinner and a concert to go 
along with all of the usual 
activities of the trike race 
in front of the courthouse 

By Chris Whitfield
chriswhitfield@ 

daltoncitizen.com

Above, from left, Will 
Young, Joe Young, Mike 
Sanderson and Josh 
Hall celebrate with Bob 
Shaw, middle, after the 
team from Engineered 
Floors won the trike 
race on Tuesday. At 
left, Thomas Pinson 
waves the checkered 
flag as Rick Fromm, 
representing Dalton 
Public Schools, crosses 
the finish line in a 
preliminary race.

PhOtOs By Matt haMiltOn/
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Market roundup
Tuesday’s Dow Jones: 22,370.80 s 39.45

Tuesday’s NASDAQ: 6,461.32 s 6.68
Tuesday’s S&P 500:  2,506.65 s 2.78

Gold 
Silver 
Altria
Acuity
Apple
AT&T
BAC
BB&T
BP
BristolMyers
BerkshireHath
Caterpillar
Comcast
Chevron
Coca-Cola
ConAgra
CrownCrafts
Cracker Barrel
CSX
Deere
Dixie Group
Dow
DukeEnergy 
DuPont
ExpScripts
Ericsson
ExxonMobil
Ford
FirstSec
FortunBrands
GE
Google
Gold. Sachs
HomeDepot

IntelCorp
Tile
IBM
JCPenney
JNJ
Kroger
KimberlyClark
Lowes
Eli Lilly
McDonalds
Microsoft
Merck
Mohawk
3M
MolsonCoors
Pfizer
Regions
Rock-TennCo
Roper
BlackBerry
SouthernCo
Synovus
SunTrust
TMK
TotalSys
UPS
Verizon
Vulcan
Wal-Mart
Walgreen
WellsFargo
Wendy’s
Xerox
Yum

Mon. Tue. Mon. Tue.

1308.8

17.17

62.56

167.83

158.67

37.42

24.7

44.24

36.65

62.7

181.47

123.83

37.11

115.19

46.11

34.89

6.45

147.08

51.85

119.89

4.05

66.65

86.06

83.93

62.01

5.72

80.09

11.63

NA

64.25

24.46

915

227.53

157.81

37

20.15

144.55

4.15

135.38

21.44

121.87

77.67

82.52

156.68

75.16

65.99

254.34

213.76

86.13

35.55

14.02

NA

237.81

9.26

50.07

43.56

55.56

77.53

66.37

117.59

48.09

115.59

80

82.6

52.71

15.59

32.29

75.71

1310.7

17.27

62.23

157.66

158.73

38.21

24.86

44.65

36.95

62.93

183.01

124.74

37.3

116.34

45.98

34.17

6.45

146.44

51.78

123.08

4.05

66.65

85.98

83.93

61

5.68

80.22

11.72

2.34

64.31

24.2

921.81

228.91

157.66

37.23

20.4

144.39

3.97

135.22

21.13

121.76

77.49

81.73

157.43

75.44

65.95

254.45

213.56

85.47

35.45

14.15

61.97

238.6

9.14

49.87

43.56

56.03

77.89

66.07

116.97

49.34

115.18

80.05

81.21

53.36

15.31

32.44

75.76

60 dogs, 53 lizards, rabbit found in 
police raid on suspected puppy mill

ATLANTA (AP) — 
Police have seized more 
than 100 animals, includ-
ing 60 dogs, from what 
they’re calling a puppy 
mill at a warehouse in the 
Atlanta metropolitan area.

WSB-TV reports Fulton 
County police arrest-

ed Marcellus Alston and 
Monic Harrish in the 
Monday raid. Alston and 
Harrish each face 37 counts 
of cruelty to animals and 
could face other charges.

Police said the dogs were 
abused. A rabbit and 53 
lizards were also rescued.

and near Dalton Green. It 
was a more “festive” atmo-
sphere this year, accord-
ing to United Way Board 
of Directors Chairman 
Matthew Moore of Shaw 
Industries. He said it is part 
of trying to broaden the 
groups involved in United 
Way, especially younger 
adults. 

“We look forward to 
reaching out and getting 
more people involved and 
have them learning more 
about the United Way and 
the agencies we support 
and how people can get 
involved and make a dif-
ference,” said Moore. “We 
are always looking to reach 
out to the next generation to 
make a difference.”

That next generation 
includes Young and twin 
brother Will, who are the 
grandsons of carpet indus-
try pioneer Bob Shaw, the 
founder and chairman of 
Engineered Floors.

“There is definitely 
an emphasis on finding 
younger leaders to take 
up the cause,” Joe Young 
said. “We know the Baby 
Boomers and the older 
generation of leaders are 
retiring and it is up to us 
to reach out to the younger 
generation and build off the 
foundation that has been 
built in this community.” 

Like their grandfather 
before them, the Youngs 
were part of a winning 
trike team from Engineered 
Floors. The victory made a 
grandfather proud. 

“That was great to see 
they finally won,” Shaw 
said. “I think it is a great 
testament to this area the 
way this community comes 
out and supports this great 
organization.”

As part of this year’s 
fundraising goals, Joe 

Young and Alexis de 
Tocqueville Society (the 
group’s elite donors) 
Chairman Chip Howalt 
have issued a 10 percent 
challenge to existing mem-
bers to increase their gifts 
from last year by 10 per-
cent. 

“The local economy is 
very healthy and we are 
looking forward to mak-
ing investments that ensure 
the long-term sustainability 
and quality of life for the 
people who live in our com-
munity,” Moore said. “Over 
50 United Way Community 
Investment volunteers 
annually analyze the needs 
of the community, making 
sure your gift goes where 
the needs are the greatest 
in Whitfield and Murray 
counties.”

The local United Way 
publicizes that more than 
59,000 people are impacted 
by United Way programs 
across the area. Moore said 
he has seen the impact of 
those programs and what 
they mean for the individu-
als who benefit.

“We focus on basic needs 
— health, education. Those 
are our main goals each 
and every year, and creat-
ing lasting change in the 
community,” Moore said. 
“I grew up here in town 
and until I got involved in 
United Way, I don’t think I 
knew what the needs were. 
We have a lot of resources 
to address those needs, and 
the United Way does a real-
ly good job of making sure 
the money people donate 
is going to good use, and 
creating a level of oversight 
and responsibility. Being 
able to get involved and 
volunteer and witness first-
hand how it is impacting 
our community, it is a won-
derfully positive feeling. 
It makes a difference in 
somebody’s life.”

Goal: To good use
 ➢ Continued from 1A
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