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Our View

Letters to the Editor

Bible verse: “Then you will take delight in the 
Lord, and he will answer your prayers.”

Psalm 37:4 

Thought for today: “Next to ingratitude, the 
most painful thing to bear is gratitude.”

 Henry Ward Beecher
American clergyman (1813-1887)

Help make a 
difference

On Friday and Saturday, join hundreds of 
area residents and millions of volunteers across 
the nation who will unite with a common 
mission — to improve the lives of others. 
Created more than 20 years ago by USA 
Weekend Magazine, Make A Difference Day 
has now become the nation’s largest example of 
community service.

The United Way of Northwest Georgia 
has joined this national effort to promote 
volunteerism here with the sponsorship 
of Brown Industries and Phenix Flooring. And 
they can use your help.

Check out the website for the event, www.
ourunitedway.org/madd, to see the various 
projects that still need volunteers and sign up 
for the one that most interests you.

Maybe you’d like to help install see-through 
planters at Blue Ridge School. Or perhaps you’d 
like to help add new trails to the Carl Rollins 
Unit’s mountain bike park at the Boys and Girls 
Club in Dalton. (They are also looking for 
people with video editing skills and someone 
with access to a drone to help record the 
work there.) And volunteers will be removing 
trash from several sites on waterways in the 
Conasauga River watershed. Unfortunately, 
there’s always a great deal of trash to be 
removed.

The weather forecast calls for near perfect 
outdoor weather Friday and Saturday, so check 
out the events, sign up and come out and help 
make a difference.

“How can we have a 23-year-
old deputy driving a sheriff’s car 
with two prisoners through a stop 
sign causing a wreck, yet I can’t 
rent a car until I’m 25?”

 
“We know Hillary locks her-

self away when she’s preparing 
for the debates. They bring in 
her food and keep folks out. We 
know why! She talks one way 
with Wall Street and Goldman 
Sachs, talks completely different 
with we the people and talks 
still another way with her staff 
and campaign folks, according to 
the revealing of her emails. Then 
there’s that story she tells her 
family (like in Benghazi). Next, 
there’s the debating Hillary. Now 
we know why it takes all those 
days and hours of solitude and 
study to get all the stories 
straight. It’s hard to remember 
the group you told what to. It’s 
exhausting and takes deep study 
to spin the truth.”

 
“Everyone should vote no 

on Amendment 1. Our schools 
should stay the same as they 
always have. This could be the 

start of other takeovers and soon 
we could be like Russia. I’m with 
the person that is against the 
ESPLOST. Remodel and spend 
a ton of money. We would have 
a more solid building than a new 
one.”

 
“So Hillary doesn’t think that 

Trump belongs in the White 
House. Well, I don’t believe Bill 
Clinton deserves to be the first 
male in the White House. What 
will his title be? Certainly not 
the first gentleman.”

 
“Just so the older Catamounts 

won’t think my mind is slipping, 

I said that prior to 1970 the play-
ers’ jersey numbers were on each 
side of the white helmets. I did 
not say right side.”

 
“Thanks to Hamilton Medical 

Center for the wonderful dinner 
that you sponsored at the coun-
try club for the breast cancer 
survivors. It was a wonderful 
evening.”

 
“As a breast cancer survivor, 

I would like to thank The Daily 
Citizen for the pink newspaper 
and for your support for breast 
cancer awareness.”

 

“Thank you, Daily Citizen, for 
Sunday’s pink paper. It made me 
smile. I thank God, my Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ most of all. 
He’s healed me of three different 
cancers. I love my Lord.”

 
“Good job covering this sad, 

sad trial of the baby’s horrific 
death.”

 
“If Trump would grow a beard 

I think it would help him in the 
presidential election. It would 
look good on him.”

 
“Whoever wins the presidency, 

I hope they have the decency 
to lower the hours back to eight 
hours on a work shift, especially 
in the medical field.”

 
“Yay Donald Trump!”
 
“For the Dalton City Council, 

it’s been all quiet on the park 
front. What say you, Mayor 
Mock? Is the downtown city park 
dead or alive?”

 
“Mr. Trump has used some 

foul language to describe a 

woman 11 years ago. And some 
years back I bet Mrs. Clinton had 
some choice words to describe 
women who were dating her hus-
band including that woman, Mrs. 
Lewinsky.”

 
“I like the reasonable person’s 

comments about scaling back 
athletics at Dalton State College. 
A reasonable person would 
realize that a state college is for 
learning, not for athletics, and 
building things that make the 
learning atmosphere better is 
more important than the athlet-
ics.”

 
“The person talking 

about repealing the Second 
Amendment doesn’t know what 
he’s talking about because 
Hillary doesn’t plan on repealing 
it. What she will do is appoint 
liberal judges that will rule it 
unconstitutional and that will 
take care of it. That’s not a 
hard process at all if you can 
appoint liberal judges to the 
Supreme Court and have them 
rule it unconstitutional.”

TODAY’S 
FORUM ))))))

To submit a comment 
Phone: 

(706) 272-7748
Email: 

editorial@daltoncitizen.com
Online: 

www.daltonnow.com

Editor’s note 
Please keep  

your comments  
brief. If you  
include a  

name, please  
spell it.

If you learned you had cancer, what 
would you do?

You’d try to see a physician who has 
lots of experience treating this dread 
disease. You wouldn’t see a plumber 
or an insurance adjuster — you would 
see an oncologist 
who knows what 
they are doing and 
is licensed to prac-
tice medicine.

If you were 
charged with a 
serious criminal 
offense that might 
mean jail time, 
what would you do?

You’d try to 
retain an attorney 
who has years of 
experience trying 
criminal cases. You 
wouldn’t hire a car salesman or a short 
order cook — you would hire someone 
who knows what they are doing and is 
licensed to practice law.

That’s what people do in the 
real world, anyway. In the world of 
Georgia politics, as we saw last week, 
experience and professional creden-
tials often don’t mean much of any-
thing.

For example, there was the decision 
by the Board of Regents to appoint 
Attorney General Sam Olens as the 
new president of Kennesaw State 
University.

It’s obvious why Olens wanted the 
job. He only made $140,000 as attor-
ney general and the president’s job at 
KSU pays more than twice as much.

Olens has been a county commis-
sioner and the state’s highest legal offi-
cer, but he has never held any type of 
administrative position at any campus.

In appointing Olens, the Regents 
violated several of their own long-

standing policies.
In other cases where a college needs 

a president, the Regents appoint a 
search committee that spends several 
weeks interviewing and assessing can-
didates from across the country. The 
search committee typically forwards 
the names of three finalists to the 
board, whose members then vote on 
the one they want for the job.

None of that was done in this 
instance: no search committee, no 
national search, no list of three final-
ists to choose from. Olens was the 
only name considered.

That did not sit well with either the 
faculty or the students at Kennesaw 
State. They held campus protests and 
gathered thousands of petition signa-
tures urging the Regents to conduct a 
nationwide search.

Students and faculty also objected 
to Olens’ actions as attorney general, 
where he opposed same-sex marriage 
and tried to keep transgender students 
out of public bathrooms. There are 
some LGBT students at KSU who 
don’t think their own president should 
be discriminating against them.

When asked why a person with 
so few qualifications for the job was 
being picked, the best that Chancellor 
Hank Huckaby　could come up with 
was this: “He knows Cobb County so 
well and he’s been a very dedicated 
citizen of this community.”

There are thousands of people 
in Cobb County who fit that same 
description, but you didn’t see any of 
them being proposed as the new pres-
ident.

The real reasons for Olens’ appoint-
ment became clear a few minutes after 
the Regents confirmed him as the new 
president.

Gov. Nathan Deal — who appoints 
all the members of the Board of 

Regents — called reporters to his 
office to announce the appointment 
of Chris Carr, the state’s economic 
development commissioner, as the new 
attorney general.

The title of Carr’s new job implies 
that the person is at least a practicing 
attorney. The Georgia Constitution 
also has something to say about this: 
“No person shall be Attorney General 
unless such person shall have been an 
active status member of the State Bar 
of Georgia for seven years.”

Until the day before his appoint-
ment was announced, Carr had been 
on inactive status with the State Bar 
and hadn’t practiced law since 2007. 
During that long-ago period when he 
did practice law, Carr was an attorney 
who never saw the inside of a court-
room.

“No, I’ve never tried a case,” he 
admitted in response to a reporter’s 
question.

But not to worry, Deal assured 
everybody.

“We checked with the State Bar,” 
the governor said. “The State Bar veri-
fied that he did (meet the constitution-
al requirement).”

Carr may not be exactly up to date 
on the practice of law, but he meets 
two very important qualifications: 
he was a loyal Deal department head 
and was formerly chief of staff to Sen. 
Johnny Isakson.

In the world of politics, things 
like experience and education and 
ability don’t count for very much. 
Connections are really all that matter.

 
Tom Crawford is editor of The 

Georgia Report, an Internet news ser-
vice at gareport.com that reports on 
state government and politics. He can 
be reached by email to tcrawford@
gareport.com.

Experience doesn’t count anymore

No to media           
endorsements

Media political endorsements 
should not occur because honest, 
no-spin media with integrity to fairly 
report facts are vital to an ongoing 
American future of life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.

However, media can not, should 
not and must not be suppressed by 
government in any society that wish-
es to remain free. Fortunately, media 
political endorsements  — while 
they do have some impact, especially 
upon the blissful — are like apolo-
gies; they really don’t mean much 
and those who buy advertising and 
subscriptions do have options.

 
Frank Barnes

Dalton

Attraction is complex

How many times does one won-
der why they acted in certain ways? 
Groupies may offer some answers. 
How many girls (women) at an 
early age have willingly allowed 
themselves to be fondled, groped 
and otherwise treated poorly only 
to realize in later years how embar-
rassing it must have been? Check 
out the array of social media today 
and think about how many embar-
rassing moments will emerge from 
the masses of photos, videos and 
print being put forth, not just in the 

United States but onto the world 
marketplace.

Being a military veteran I’ve 
boasted, maybe a couple of times, 
about conditions that were a bit 
more exaggerated than the real 
scene. Well, much like TV these 
days, the story needs a bit of embel-
lishment just to peak the interest of 
the viewer or listener. And so goes 
locker room parlay when you put the 
issue to the test.

We should return to the groupies 
for a moment before dismissing 
the real issue of this note. Human 
attraction, one person to another, 
has far too many facets to enu-
merate them so let’s take a couple 
for examples. Money attracts the 
sexes to each other. Popular appeal 
by one or the other can bring on a 
variety of responses. Interaction 
between the two subjects is mostly 
unpredictable. When the attraction 

is short lived the memory grows 
dim and the interactions between 
the two becomes obscured. A sud-
den similarity to one or the other’s 
experience triggers memories of the 
encounter along with other mental 
images, some with less than positive 
feelings.

It is not my place to try Donald J. 
Trump in a letter. Nor, is it my place 
to doubt the women accusers who 
claim unhappy experiences with the 
man. I do lean toward there being 
an exaggeration of conditions that 
suggests the harm has been done 
far more to the mental well-being of 
both the accused and the accusers 
than can ever be repaired through 
politics or law or both. Plus, our 
nation may well be the worse off for 
it.

Lawrence Headrick
Tunnel Hill

WRITE TO US!
Send your letter to the editor to 

charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com.

The Daily Citizen welcomes opinions from readers on topics 

of public interest. Because of space considerations, letters 

should not exceed 400 words. You may also mail your letter to 

The Daily Citizen at P.O. Box 1167, Dalton, GA 30722.

Tom 
Crawford

Words of Wisdom
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