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Do you have an idea for the Living page?
If you know someone with an interesting story to share, or about an upcoming 
special event, or really, anything you think or readers would enjoy, email your 

ideas to danielbell@daltoncitizen.com with the subject line “Living.”

It’s near the end of October, 
and here in the South the nights 
are getting longer, the leaves are 
turning and falling and soon the 
temperature will be dropping into 
the 70’s!

And as Halloween approaches 
would you say there is an increase 
in the things that go bump in the 
night? Are there more noises that 
cause us to pause and wonder 
what was that? Or are the noises 
the same as always but we are 
more sensitive to them as the dark 
of evenings are lit by Jack o’lan-
terns and fall moons?

Who’s howling now?
Why just a couple of nights ago 

I heard something rare and yet 
perfectly suited to the October 
country we’re passing through. It’s 
true, we don’t have wolves here 
in North Georgia, but we do have 
their cousins the coyote.

As I turned off the bedside 
lamp and pulled the blan-
ket over my head I heard the 
“Ah-UUUUUUUhhh yip yip 
yip” of a coyote up on the ridge. 
The call of the wild immediately 
caught my attention. And from 
that moment on for the rest of 
the night, until the sky to the east 
turned gray, I didn’t sleep a bit.

That’s right, every dog in the 
neighborhood for miles in every 
direction barked all night. Sheesh. 
Crazy mutts. My own included. 
Although, while that little neigh-
bor dog that runs around my 
house barking whenever he gets 
excited, my dog is older and wiser 
and likes to just curl up in that 
pile of raked leaves in the back-
yard under the maple tree and 
bark from a comfortable, reclined 
position. On full moon nights 
I’ll toss my dog a treat and she’ll 
quiet down and then I’ll go out in 
my boxer shorts to chase that lit-
tle other little pest down the hill. 
He’ll keep barking but at least it’s 
down at the neighbors.

But on nights that the dogs 
aren’t trying to save the world, 
there is always the late night 
crackles of the house creaking. 
As things cool off, they contract. 
And when there are creaks and 
pops in the house late at night, I 
tell myself ... it’s only the house 
contracting. It’s not that little 
primitive doll with the big knife 
that chased actress Karen Black 
around the house in the ABC 
Movie of the Week “Trilogy of 
Terror” that scared me so bad 
when I was a kid. But the creaks 
continue, here and there and far 
away. Have you ever listened so 
closely for the next soft pop of 
the house that you jump out of 
your bed when suddenly a big and 
different noise blasts the midnight 
silence when...

.. the heater turns on in the 
basement? Whoomp and hum it 
goes and it’s so different from the 
small creaks of house joists (if 
that’s what it is ...) that it’s like 
you’re trying to listen to some-
one in a distant room whisper to 
you and suddenly they are right 
behind you and go “Hey! What 
are you listening for?!?” But then, 
my imagination takes over and 
I start thinking about what soft 
noises in the house are being cov-
ered over by the rattle and hum of 
the heater? Could small feet walk-
ing toward the bedroom be cam-
ouflaged by the heater noise? Or 
worse ... some type of slithering?

Keep on listening
So, when the heater finally 

shuts down, I lie in bed listening 
extra hard to see if there is anoth-
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Creative Arts Guild and 
Ballet Dalton present 

‘The Snow Queen’

The Creative Arts Guild and 
Ballet Dalton will present their 
11th annual production of “The 
Snow Queen” on Nov. 17-20 at 
the Dalton High School Theater.

“The Snow Queen” was 
adapted from the beloved Hans 
Christian Andersen story of the 
same name and hosts a charming 
cast of characters. This story is 
one of good and evil, and love’s 
ability to melt even the coldest 
heart. 

This year’s performances will 
feature a live orchestra.

The Guild will be hosting 
a 28-member chamber orches-
tra made up of professional 
musicians from Dalton and the 
surrounding areas with David 
Pasqua serving as conductor. 

Thanks to the incredible dona-
tion of time and talent by Rodney 
Bishop, the score for the produc-
tion was created and the dream 
of a live orchestra became a 
reality.

This opportunity is also made 
possible by donations from gen-
erous sponsors. Adding live 
music to the production not only 
enhances the viewing and listen-
ing experience for the audience 
but also offers an educational 
component and once in a lifetime 
experience for the dancers. 

For information on how to 
sponsor the Guild Chamber 
Orchestra and “The Snow 
Queen,” visit www.creativearts 
guild.org or call (706) 278-0168.

Call the guild at (706) 529-
3442 and press 1 or visit the 
guild’s website  for ticket infor-
mation.

Submitted by the Creative 
Arts Guild

Contributed photo
Pictured are, on top, Carly Clement (Snow Queen); middle 
row, Stefanie Medrano and Abby Crossen (demi soloists); 
and bottom row,  Holly Potts, Julia Tucker, Cianna Bruner, 
Gracie Bell, Ariel Bruner and Kate Havelin.

How would you describe this 
year’s Make a Difference Day?

“Awesome,” “difference-mak-
ing,” “great things happened” — 
these are just a few ways to define 
this year’s United Way Make 
a Difference Day in Northwest 
Georgia. On Oct. 21 and 22, 638 
volunteers invested 2,448 hours 
of service to the community on 16 
projects. That’s worth $58,262.40 
to the community based on The 
Independent Sector value of a vol-
unteer’s time!

Thank you to sponsors Brown 
Industries and Phenix Flooring 
for making great things possible. 
Not only did Brown Industries 
and Phenix Flooring make a 
financial investment so that proj-
ect supplies such as paint, mulch 
and building materials were avail-
able, but they also made a physi-
cal investment by rolling up their 
sleeves and getting to work to 
help with many of the projects. In 
all, 30 volunteers from Brown and 
Phenix participated.

Lynn Whitworth, co-owner of 
Brown Industries and United 
Way board member, said “Brown 
Industries is thrilled to be able 
to support this for our commu-
nity. It’s a great way to do team 
building and to give back to our 
community at the same time.” 
Brown participated in three of the 
Make a Difference Day projects 
— Boys and Girls Club, Dalton-
Whitfield Library and United 
Way of Northwest Georgia.

Robbie Slocumb, CEO of the 
Boys and Girls Clubs serving 
Chattooga, Gordon, Murray & 
Whitfield Counties, had this to 
say about Make a Difference 
Day: “United Way of Northwest 
Georgia did it again! We are so 
very thankful for their willing-
ness to support our organization 
at every level. We are truly bless-
ed to have businesses like Brown 
Industries and Phenix Flooring 
partnering with United Way to 
support this wonderful day of 
volunteerism for our community.”

Phenix Flooring focused their 
attention on the Meals on Wheels 
building project in Murray 
County. The team repainted the 

entire building including adding 
a much-needed logo, designed 
by Brown Industries, so residents 
could easily identify the Meal on 
Wheels location.

“In the past, many people 
would drive past our building 
with no signs to easily identify 

us,” said Brian Young, program 
director for Senior Life Services. 
“We greatly appreciate Phenix’s 
time and efforts in refurbishing 
the Murray County Meals on 

United Way celebrates 17 years of

Submitted by United Way 
of Northwest Georgia

Contributed photos
Young Leaders Society who voluntered at Blue Ridge Elementary School from left, include, Nancy Green, Wells Fargo; 
Curtis Callaway, Shaw Industries; and Kristin Ghere, Shaw Industries.

Making a Difference

Phenix Flooring workers who volunteered at Meals on 
Wheels in Murray County included, from left, Gene Threet, 
Mark Clayton (president of Phenix), Jared Warnack, Darrell 
Edwards and John Hall.

➢  Please see ➢ YEARS, 2C
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Wheels facility. The work done is 
truly amazing and goes a long way 
to help our facility get the word out 
to the Murray community that Meals 
on Wheels is here, supports our com-
munity, and provides services to local 
seniors in need.”

Jared Warnack, director of Sales 
Support Services at Phenix, coordi-
nated the project and also serves on 
the United Way Corporate Volunteer 
Council.

“It was heartwarming to see so 
many Phenix employees support 
the Meals on Wheels project,” he 
said. “Phenix, along with the United 
Way, truly Made a Difference in the 
lives of hundreds of families in the 
Chatsworth and Murray County area. 
This project is another example of 
how a few people can have a posi-
tive impact on the lives of numerous 
individuals within our community. I 
would like to thank Mark Clayton and 
all of the support teams that partic-
ipated in making this project a huge 
success.” 

Curious as to what types of Make 
a Difference Day projects took place 
this year?

• Carter Hope Center: Volunteers 
installed steps in-between the parking 
lot and the women’s housing.

•  Pleasant Grove Elementary 
School: Dalton State College’s social 
work majors gave a special education 
classroom a makeover by brightening 
up the walls, creating sensory tubs, 
making a cozier reading nook and 
by installing raised bed gardens for 
classroom learning.

•  Roan School:  Volunteers assem-
bled raised bed gardens for class-
rooms to use.

•   Women’s Enr ichment 
Center: Volunteers painted two class-
rooms and put sealant on a brick wall 
to keep it from deteriorating.

•  United Way of Northwest 
Georgia:  Volunteers painted the 
bathrooms, replaced carpet tile and 
spruced up the grounds of United 
Way of Northwest Georgia.

•  North Georgia Healthcare 
Partnership:  Volunteers sanded and 
painted four old newspaper boxes 
to transform them into book boxes. 
These boxes will be placed in the 
community for people to put books in 
or take a book to enjoy.

• Northwest Georgia Family Crisis 
Center:  Volunteers assisted in deco-
rating and hosting a fall festival for 
the former and current clients on the 

crisis center.
•   Dalton-Whitfield County 

Library:  Volunteers decorated bags 
and stuffed them with a blanket, a 
stuffed animal and several books. 
These bedtime bags will be given 
to children at the Whitfield County-
Dalton Day Care Center.

•  Murray County Meals on 
Wheels: Volunteers painted the entire 
building and applied two logos onto 
the building so that it can now be 
identified. Prior to this, there were no 
signs to indicate that the building is a 
Meals on Wheels location.

•   Blue Ridge Elementary 
School: Volunteers built a see-through 
planter for the school garden. This 
will allow the students to observe the 
growth of a living plant under the soil.

• Boys and Girls Club: Dalton and 
Chatsworth Clubs: Volunteers com-
pleted an expansion of the mountain 
bike park at the Carl Rollins Unit and 
completed site prep at the Chatsworth 
unit to prepare for adding recreation 
areas.

•   New Hope Middle 
School:  Volunteers planted butterfly 
bushes, put up bird houses and spread 
mulch.

•   Nor thwest  Georg ia  
SORBA:   Volunteers cleaned up the 
entrance to the Raisin Trails Park. 
They also built a bike rack and added 
on to the existing bike trails.

•  Young Leader’s Society:  
Volunteers repainted the USA maps 
at Cohutta Elementary and City Park 
Schools. They also created two new 
maps at Woodlawn Elementary and 
Eastside Elementary Schools.

•  Southeast Whitfield High 

School:  Volunteers created books in 
French that will be published and put 
into elementary schools to encourage 
younger students to learn a new lan-
guage.

•  Conasauga River Watershed 
Clean-Up:  Volunteers removed more 
than  5 tons of trash from seven  dif-
ferent sites in Whitfield and Murray 
counties. 

United Way Board Chair Karen 
Townsend said, “Thank you to Brown 
Industries, Phenix Flooring and all 
the volunteers for impacting our com-
munities by investing in volunteer 
service. I enjoyed touring some of 
the sites to see the impact that will be 
sustainable for years to come. It takes 
everyone in our community working 
together to make this a great place 
to live, work, and raise our families. 
Our community is a special place, 
and I am proud to be a part of United 
Way of Northwest Georgia’s work to 
improve lives.”

Created by USA Weekend, Make a 
Difference Day is an annual volunteer 
event that takes place on the fourth 
Saturday of every October. Millions 
of Americans across the country will 
spend Make a Difference Day doing 
volunteer projects to improve their 
communities and helping neighbors 
in need.

The day is the largest community 
service effort in the nation, symbol-
izing the ongoing volunteer efforts 
of corporations, government leaders, 
charitable organizations and con-
cerned citizens by focusing on proj-
ects that can be implemented on that 
one day.

Years: Spend the day making a difference
➢➢ Continued from 1A

Brown Industries employees who colunteered at the Dalton-
Whitfield County included Eva Fraire, left, and Rachel Ripley.

Submitted by The 
Humane Society of 
Northwest Georgia 

Belle is all ready to go 
trick or treating. Belle is 
5 years old and weighs 13 
pounds. She is a Beagle 
blend and one of the sweet-
est dogs you will ever meet. 

Belle will be a very loyal 
little dog. She is leashed 
trained and gets along great 
with other dogs. 

Go to hsnwga.org to 
apply for her. Our next 
Humane Society meeting 
will be Nov. 21 at Mack 
Gaston Community Center 
Multipurpose Room — 
Room B — from 6 to 7 p.m., 
and the public is invited.

Adoption Day is every 
Saturday from noon until 
4 p.m. at the shelter and 
12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at Petco 
on Shugart Road. You can 
purchase spay/neuter certif-
icates every Saturday at the 
shelter from noon until 4 
p.m. All the local vets honor 
them. 

If you need help getting 
your pet spayed or neu-
tered call 706-226-5002 and 
leave a message. Follow The 
Humane Society of NWGA 
on Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. The Humane 
Society of NWGA is mostly 
volunteers funded ONLY by 
the generosity of your dona-
tions. HSNWGA, PO box 
3946, Dalton, Ga 30719

Meet Belle

Pet of the Week

DHS Players present back 
story of Peter Pan today

More than 30 Dalton High 
School thespians will per-
form in a special production 
of their entry into this year’s 
One-Act Play Competition 
today at 2 p.m. at the DHS 
theater.

“Peter and the 
Starcatcher” is the 
award-winning stage adap-
tation of the 2006 novel 
by Dave Barry and Ridley 

Pearson. The play, written 
by Rick Elice, tells the 
back story of Peter Pan and 
serves as a prequel to J.M. 
Barrie’s 1911 novel “Peter 
and Wendy.”

Students took the per-
formance competition on 
Saturday and will perform 
again today for members of 
the public. 

Tickets are $5 at the door. 
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 On Veterans Day, we honor soldiers who protect our 
 Nations. Whether drafted or volunteer,

 we owe so much to them!
 Let Every Veteran be Honored!

 T HE  D AILY  C ITIZEN
 will publish special tribute pages to honor local veterans 

 on Veterans Day,  Friday,  November 11, 2016.
 To have your veteran featured on these pages, 
 submit a photo and the completed form below no 
 later than 5 pm on Tuesday, November 8, 2016.

       Only $15.00 or 3 for $40.00
 All photos must be accompanied by

 a self-addressed, stamped envelope.
 In Memory           or            In Honor      (Circle One)

 Name:  (of person in photo ) 
 Rank: 
 Branch of Service: 
 Date Served: 
 Name of person submitting photo: 
 Phone #: 

 308 South Thornton Avenue • Dalton, GA 30720
 706-217-6397

 In Honor
 Albert D.

 Ellison, Sr.
 Airman

 3rd Class
 U.S. Air Force

 1954-1962

 Call   706-272-7703 
 or email: 

 hannahdempsey@daltoncitizen.com 

054000216812

 Attention
 LOCAL
 COOKS!

 (Copies will not be available in rack or store locations.)

 Submit your recipes no later than 
 October 31, 2016 to the following:

 Fax:  706-272-7743
 Email:  dailyrecipe@daltoncitizen.com

 or Mail to:

 308 South Thornton Ave,
 Dalton, GA 30720
 706-217-6397

 Coming Soon...
 THE DAILY CITIZEN’S

 2016
 Holiday Recipe

 Collection
 Copies will be available only to home delivery subscribers and at

 T HE  D AILY  C ITIZEN
 on November 18, 2016.
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