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Our View

wOrds Of wisdOm

United Way 
offers best source 
for helping others

With fall approaching, it is time once again 
for the kickoff of the United Way of Northwest 
Georgia campaign, the annual community-wide 
fundraising effort that attempts to help as many 
people as possible through a single source of 
giving.

Once known as the Community Chest, the 
United Way has been an active part of the area 
for decades, helping people by raising money for 
member agencies. Those agencies, in turn, help 
others through their health and human service 
programs.

The community is invited to Dalton 
Green today at 6 p.m. for the campaign goal 
announcement and the crowd-pleasing CEO Trike 
Race, in which business executives lose their 
ties and get to cut up as they race on adult-sized 
tricycles. Following at 7 p.m. is a $10 dinner 
served in the park accompanied by the music of 
Ben Honeycutt.

The local United Way, which concentrates 
on Whitfield and Murray counties, works with 
local philanthropists, businesses, churches, 
governments and community volunteers to create 
lasting and measurable change. According to its 
website, the agency is focusing on three building 
blocks for a good life: education, basic needs and 
health.

It does this by working with about two dozen 
organizations that provide services that range 
from after-school and child care programs, 
disaster relief services, community meals and 
help for victims of domestic violence to aid for 
families struggling to make ends meet.

But all this assistance wouldn’t happen if not 
for the campaign chairs and other volunteers 
who definitely deserve our gratitude. This is a 
massive commitment of time and energy. Ask any 
of the chairs for past campaigns. But the reward 
is also large, considering the type of meaningful 
assistance that is delivered through these 
campaigns for the betterment of individuals, 
families and the community at large.

Recent United Way campaign goals have been 
close to $4 million, which is an astounding 
amount for a community of this size. But the 
people of this area have always been generous 
in helping those who need it, and United Way 
provides the best route for that.

“Is there anyone out there 
happy and rejoicing in this day 
that the Lord has made?”

 
“This is to city and county 

voters. You elect officials and 
you never go to any meetings, 
you don’t pay attention to it, you 
never go and listen. And when 
they screw up you want to raise 
Cain. Isn’t the screwup every-
body’s fault for not participating? 
Elect a man and send him on his 
own.”

 
“In view of the fact 

that schools in Georgia have tax-
ing authority, which they don’t 
in Tennessee, there should be 
enough money to build a swim-
ming pool in every school that 
wants one. Problem solved.”

 
“I’d like for some of the read-

ers if they have any pictures of 
wild turkeys they have shot, send 
the pictures to gwtaylo@charter.
net, please. I’ve got a cousin in 
Arkansas that wants to come out 
and I need some proof. Thank 
y’all and have a very blessed 

day.”
 
“Let’s spend a lot of money 

on a downtown park so the mil-
lennials can chase an invisible 
Pokemon. Sounds like a great 
investment.”

 
“It sounds to me like the City 

Council knows how to run the 
city as well as the county com-
missioners know how to run 
the county. It’s a joke. They’re 
both great at wasting taxpayers’ 
money.”

 

“Can’t wait for the next elec-
tion for the mayor and council.”

 
“I still don’t get why people 

are so wound up about this 
NFL quarterback not standing 
during the national anthem. By 
giving him tons of attention, you 
are giving him exactly what he 
wants. Simply ignore the guy and 
he will eventually go away.”

 
“If Nathan Deal supports the 

Opportunity School Districts, 
then every voter in Georgia 
should oppose it. Deal has a 

proven track record of supporting 
new laws and programs that just 
happen to provide great financial 
rewards for himself, his family 
and his supporters.”

 
“I really enjoy reading the arti-

cles by Larry Case. Seems like 
we don’t get enough hunting and 
outdoors coverage, but he does a 
fine job of keeping us up to date 
on everything outdoors. Keep up 
the good work.”

 
“I hope everyone took the 

time to pay respect to our fall-
en heroes and their families on 
Sept. 11. It feels like the terrorist 
attacks happened just yesterday.”

 
“If this City Council payment 

shows us anything, it’s that our 
public has to be more engaged 
and involved in their local gov-
ernment. We are so apathetic, 
from the polls to council meet-
ings to property taxes. Come on 
people, wake up and be an active 
part of your community!”

 
“Let’s lay off the City Council 

and Mock. Somebody messed up. 
Let it go and move on. There’s 
nothing we can do about it now.”

 
“I hope we have a big crowd 

at the Whitfield County school 
board meeting Monday night 
made up of high school swim-
mers and swim team parents. We 
need to show the board members 
that decisions that the superin-
tendent makes deeply affect our 
kids. Decisions should be made 
in the best interest of our kids, 
not based on old grudges about 
football.”

 
“The weekly ‘Touchdown!’ 

high school football preview the 
sports department puts together 
is first class. Slick covers, tons 
of information on the games, 
nice features on the players. 
Everything is great, except for 
the Guru’s smug smile.”

 
“My Friday nights are com-

plete again. I love high school 
football! Good luck to all of our 
local teams.”
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All politics is local, and that goes 
double for school politics. But just 
what does “local” mean?

Georgians are going to have an 
argument about that word between 
now and the November referendum 
on the proposed Opportunity School 
District. A great logomachy over 
localism, if you like.

The OSD, if 
approved, would 
allow the state to 
take control of 
public schools with 
failing grades for at 
least three straight 
years. The state 
could force certain 
changes at such 
a school, run the 
school itself, con-
vert it to a charter 
school or even shut 
it down.

In doing so, 
the state would have the authority 
to redirect the school’s portion of 
locally raised taxes. And that has 
opponents screaming about “local 
control” being undermined.

First, it’s worth noting that 
“local control” is one of the more 
malleable political-cudgels-pos-
ing-as-principle you’ll find in state 
politics. Republicans use it to bash 
Democratic proposals, and vice 
versa.

But our debate this fall isn’t really 
about whether to honor local control. 
It’s about exactly how local the con-
trol should be.

Opponents of the OSD argue 
the local school board is where the 
authority properly lies. They have the 
advantage of tradition on their side: 
That’s the way it’s always been.

But the way it’s always been has 
never produced the results we’ve 
always needed. Local school-board 
elections — in communities where 
parents of current students are typ-
ically outnumbered by other voters 
— have not provided the accountabil-
ity needed to end chronic failure in 
far too many places, both urban and 
rural.

The OSD would not shift the local 
board’s power to the state so much 
as allow the state to drill below the 
local board’s level and insert that 
power in the schoolhouse itself.

While the OSD’s superintendent 
would have four options for dealing 
with schools selected for takeover, I 
think most close observers agree the 
most common option would be con-
verting them to state charter schools.

No school has more local control 
than a charter school. It has its own 
governing board, rather than the 
board for the whole district. And that 
board has real power: over finances, 
hiring and firing, curriculum, and 
so on. That’s much more power at a 

lower level than the vast majority of 
public schools have. At OSD schools 
that don’t become charters, there will 
still be advisory school councils.

In fact, the bill passed to direct 
implementation of the OSD, should 
voters approve the measure, has at 
least a dozen references to control 
being exercised well below the state 
level.

The OSD’s superintendent must 
hold a public hearing before selecting 
a school for the new district; must 
consult the local school board, prin-
cipal and superintendent before trans-
ferring it to the new district; and must 
seek still more local input before 
deciding which of the four options to 
take with the school. Particularly in 
the case of converted charter schools, 
the OSD’s superintendent will yield 
much of the school’s operations to 
school leaders. Then, when it’s time 
for a school to leave the new district 
(within 10 years), the OSD’s super-
intendent must work with the local 
community again about how to make 
that transition.

Taken together, that’s a more 
meaningful measure of control at 
an even more local level than most 
schools, parents and students enjoy 
today. 

Dalton native Kyle Wingfield is a 
columnist for The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution.

Why the OSD makes school 
control more local, not less

Kyle
Wingfield

Thought for today: “Conscience without judgment 
is superstition.” 

 Benjamin Whichcote
English theologian and philosopher

(1609-1683)

Bible verse: “I look up toward the hills. From 
where does my help come? My help comes from the 
Lord, the creator of heaven and Earth!”

Psalm 121:1
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