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Whitfield County Board of Education 
members voted unanimously Monday night 
to approve a contract for use of Calhoun City 
Schools’ Aquatic Center for swimming prac-
tice for its swim teams, but Superintendent 
Judy Gilreath said she will wait until Friday to 
see if a dispute with Dalton Public Schools for 
use of Dalton High’s pool can be resolved.

Dalton officials have told county officials 
that for the county schools to continue using 
the DHS pool county middle schools would 
need to resume playing games against Dalton 
Middle School. But a summary of negotiations 
prepared by Gilreath noted surveys indicate 
most parents and coaches in the system don’t 
want to play Dalton Middle. 

MaKray Kyer, a graduate of Northwest 
Whitfield High School who was on the swim-
ming team while there, addressed Whitfield 

school board members, saying the county 
school system not having its own pool is 
an “incredible tragedy.”

“The county being without a pool is direct-
ly affecting students in our schools,” he 
said. “I’ve heard of several reasons behind it, 
but don’t see it as acceptable and in fact it’s 
hurting our students.” 

Kyer said that during his freshman year at 
Northwest he suffered his fifth concussion 
while playing football. He said he was told he 
couldn’t play football anymore, so he turned to 
swimming.  

“From the first day of (swim) practice 
I could tell this would change my life and 
indeed it did,” he said. “Swimming was a 
community that loved each other, it deeply 
saddens me that the current swimmers may 
not be able to experience the blessing of swim-
ming like I did.”

Because of time constraints and the travel 
involved, if the Calhoun pool has to be used it is 

believed some swimmers may drop off their team. 
Kyer encouraged the board members to push 

for a long-term solution. 
Board Vice Chairman Louis Fordham said 

county students sharing a pool is not a new 
problem. 

“We’ve been looking for a number of years 
at a lot of options and continue to do so,” he 
said. “This discussion hasn’t stopped because 
the pool issues have been one since we had our 
first team. It’s gotten more challenging with 
the addition of a second team and third team.”

Fordham said the county school system 
doesn’t have staff and support personnel to run 
a pool for 12 months.

“I think it’s important parents and students 
understand what has happened. We can’t speak 
for anybody else, only what happens on our 
behalf,” he said. 

Officials: Calhoun likely 
‘best option’ for swimmers

By Shaka L. CoBB
shakacobb@daltoncitizen.com
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County 
tables
park law

A barking dog isn’t a bad dog.
That’s what several Whitfield 

County residents told the members 
of the Board of Commissioners 
Monday night, asking them to 
consider some changes to a pro-
posed comprehensive parks law.

Commission members took the 
request to heart and voted 3-0 to 
table the proposed law for fur-
ther work. Commissioner Harold 
Brooker was absent and Chairman 
Mike Babb typically votes only in 
the event of a tie.

One of the sections of the 
proposed law that concerned 
those who attended the meeting 
would require owners to remove 
aggressive animals. That section 
includes barking and growling as 
examples of aggressive behavior.

“My dog barks, but that’s 
because she thinks you are sup-
posed to pet her, not because 
she’s being aggressive,” said Hope 
Lewallen.

Micky Burrows, a former pres-
ident of the Humane Society of 
Northwest Georgia, agreed.

“I know they said they aren’t 
going to remove a dog just because 
it is barking, but if you read 
the language (of the ordinance) 
they can,” he said. “And it’s the 
same with growling. Dogs can 
play growl. There’s a difference 
between a play growl and an 
aggressive growl. That language 
needs to be more precise.”

Speakers also expressed con-
cern about a section of the pro-
posed law that appears to exempt 
owners of service animals or law 
enforcement dogs from having to 
clean up any excrement the ani-
mals leave in the parks.

“If you can control a service 
dog, you should be able to clean up 
after it or find someone who can 
help you,” Burrows said.

Commissioners said they 
are glad that so many people came 
out to discuss the law.

“I’m happy anytime citizens want 
to work with us and give us ideas,” 
said Commissioner Roger Crossen. 
“And I think the ideas they gave us 
tonight are ones that we can work 
with. We need to get more precise 
in the language in the law or maybe 
consider dropping the language on 
barking if we can’t.”

Commissioner Lynn Laughter 
agreed.

“I was concerned about the lan-
guage on barking when I read it,” 
she said. 

By CharLeS oLiver
charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com
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By Jeff karouB and 
deepti haJeLa
Associated Press

DETROIT — Identification 
cards issued by a growing num-
ber of U.S. cities to make it eas-
ier for immigrants living in the 
country illegally and poor peo-
ple to open bank accounts and 
access social services are now 
being used as passes for any-
thing from pharmacy discounts 
to free museum memberships.

And there’s hope they can 
make immigrants feel more at 
home amid the unwelcoming 
rhetoric of this presidential 
campaign season.

Pushed by immigrant advo-
cates and others, the ID cards 
were first introduced almost 
a decade ago in New Haven, 
Connecticut. San Francisco fol-
lowed and expanded what the 
cards could do. New York City 
launched the country’s most 
ambitious program last year.

Detroit will soon become the 
latest city with a municipal IDs 
program.

“I think for me it’s import-
ant to emphasize it’s not about 
immigration. It’s about build-
ing inclusive democracies 
and removing barriers in our 
communities,” said Detroit 
City Councilwoman Raquel 
Castaneda-Lopez, who helped 
lead the effort in her city.

Such programs accept many 
different types of documents, 
making it easier for immigrants, 
homeless people, ex-prisoners 
and others who might lack birth 
certificates or proof of residency 
to get IDs. Many are based on 
point systems allowing applicants 

ID cards 
used for a lot 
more these 
days in some 
locations
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Campaign Kickoff

photoS By ChriS WhitfieLd/The Daily Citizen
Above, Dalton Utilities employee Kelly Jones hops on a tricycle while co-worker Seth 
Lassiter holds it steady during the CEO Trike Race on Monday as part of the United 
Way Campaign kickoff event. Dalton Utilities won the race over 15 other businesses 
or government groups. Below, Kasey Carpenter, wearing a native American-style 
headdress, helps unveil the new $3.8 million goal for the United Way with campaign 
chairman Tom Bundros. 
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Chad Barger resigns
The Coahulla Creek football 
coach calls it quits.
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