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Paid for by Citizens for SPLOST

Vote YES March 19 Early Voting begins Feb. 25 - March 15

revitalization of our downtown can continue, attracting more businesses, restaurants,and visitors to our 
community.

Voting Yes For  SPLOST Means... 

Today’s weather
Sunny. High of 44 and a 
low of 26. See page 2A.

Townsend’s 
departure will 
add another 
Magistrate 
Court vacancy

For more than two decades, 
Haynes Townsend has served 
as the first step in the judicial 
process for many people as a 
judge  in  Whitfield County 
Magistrate Court. He says 
for longer than that he has 
worked  to make his commu-
nity and the world a better 
place through Lions Club 
International.

He said he is proud of his 
work in and his devotion to 
both paths.

“I think it is an old Mark 
Twain quote, ‘There is no 
pillow so soft as a clear con-
science,’” Townsend said. “I 
don’t have any trouble sleep-
ing at night. I am proud of 
what we have done with this 
office (Magistrate Court) over 
the last number of years. I 
love what I do. You feel like 
at some point that you have 
helped the community.”

Now, Townsend said he is 
ready to continue to help on a 
larger scale. Townsend, who 
is the chief magistrate,  says 
he is resigning from the court, 
effective March 31.  He was 
first elected to the bench 
in 1997.  He is second vice 
president of Lions Club 
International and has been a 
member of the Dalton Noon 
Lions Club since 1979. 

“I will try to devote the rest 
of my life to my family and 

By Chris Whitfield
chriswhitfield@ 

dailycitizen.news

Work detail escapee scooped 
up less than 30 minutes later

A 19-year-old Crandall man 
escaped from a Whitfield County 
jail work detail Tuesday after-
noon,  resulting in two Dalton 
public schools going on “precau-
tionary” lockdown and causing 
representatives  of several law 
enforcement agencies to converge 
on the scene, officials said.

The inmate, Tommy Dale 
Long, was captured less than 30 
minutes after he left the work 
group near Crown Garden Mill 
on Chattanooga Avenue. Long 
was  serving a 156-day sentence 
on a pair of misdemeanor proba-
tion violations. He was booked 
into the jail on Feb. 17 and had an 
estimated release date of July 9, 
according to jail records. 

The length 
of service for 
misdemeanor 
sentences is 
typically dif-
ferent from the 
actual sentence 
with credits for 
good behavior 
and partici-
pating in work 
details. 

“That status is about to change,” 
said Capt. Wesley Lynch, who is 
over the detention division of the 
sheriff’s office. 

An additional charge of escape 
will be presented to the district 
attorney’s office. 

Long was found in woods near 
Trammel Street. A pair of deten-
tion division lieutenants — Jeremy 
McMillan and  David Pickett  — 

along with Georgia State Patrol 
Trooper Jonathan Dayne found 
Long hiding in the woods. He sur-
rendered without incident.

“He got pinned down in a wood-
ed area fairly quickly,” Lynch said. 
“I think we got so many officers 
there so quickly, we were able to 
keep him hemmed up into a certain 
location. It took about 30 minutes to 
find him, but most of that was just 
him hiding in the woods. He prob-
ably went a total of three blocks.”

Westwood Elementa ry 
School and Dalton High were 
each placed on “precautionary” 
lockdown, according to Dalton 
Public Schools Chief of Staff 
Pat Holloway. Westwood is three 
blocks west of where the work 
detail was when Long escaped.

Holloway said school officials 
were alerted by the sheriff’s office 

via email shortly after 2 p.m.
“Dalton High was only on a 

lockdown for about 10 minutes 
before he was taken back into 
custody,” Holloway said. “It was 
just precautionary and we kept 
students inside the buildings. 
Anytime we get a request for a 
lockdown from our law enforce-
ment agencies, we follow our pro-
tocol to make sure we are keeping 
our students safe.”

Lynch and Capt. Paul Woods 
with the investigations division 
said Long was cooperative and 
didn’t give a reason for leaving. 

“They are out there working, 
and they are low-risk inmates,” 
Lynch said. “If they choose to 
run, that is their choice. We can’t 
stop people from trying to run, all 
we can control is what happens 
when they do.”

By Chris Whitfield
chriswhitfield@dailycitizen.news

Product disclosure bill falters in Georgia legislature

ATLANTA — A measure that would 
require manufacturers to disclose product 
information to customers trying to fix 
— or pay someone else to repair — their 
cellphone, tractor, washing machine or 
other high-tech devices has run into fierce 
opposition at the state Capitol.

Rep. Scot Turner, a Republican from 
Holly Springs, has pitched the measure — 
which he calls the Right to Repair Act — 
as a rural jobs plan that would enable more 
entrepreneurs to fix digital devices that 
might otherwise end up in a landfill.

Turner argues the proposal addresses 
an emerging private property rights issue. 
Similar legislation has been filed in more 
than a dozen other states.

“Once you purchase something — and 
you own it — you should be allowed to do 
three things specifically and that’s main-
tain it, diagnose it and repair it,” Turner 
said to his colleagues on Monday.

Proponents of Turner’s bill say that isn’t 
possible for many consumers, particularly 
those who live beyond the state’s urban 
centers. And some manufacturers, they say, 
limit the ability of consumers and others to 
make repairs.

Gadson Woodall, who is the owner of 

Mr. Fix It repair shops, including two in 
Valdosta, said Apple released an update 
a few years ago that disabled third-party 
fixes. Woodall’s shops were inundated 
with calls from frustrated customers whose 
screens he had repaired.

“We had to do countless refunds and put 
broken, original screens back on people’s 
devices so they would work,” Woodall said. 
“It was a mess — a brief mess — but there 
is anxiety every day that we’re going to 
wake up with a new software update and 
something else is disabled.”

Woodall, whose business employs 15, 
said he wants to be able to access a manu-
facturer’s diagnostic tools and repair man-

uals. The nearest Apple store, he noted, is 
an hour and a half away from Valdosta.

“We just want to be able to provide better 
repair for everybody,” Woodall said. “We 
do the best that we can right now but it’s 
not up to the manufacturer’s standards 
because we don’t have access to the manu-
facturer’s standards.”

But the measure that would give Woodall 
access to those tools and information has 
likely stalled for this year. With a key 
deadline quickly approaching on Thursday, 
Turner has not been able to advance the 

By Jill Nolin
jnolin@cnhi.com

➢  Please see ➢ BILL, 3A

Chris Whitfield/        
Daily Citizen-News

Whitfield County Chief 
Magistrate Haynes 
Townsend is retiring after 
21 years on the bench to 
devote himself full time 
toward his work with 
Lions Club International. 

➢  Please see ➢ COURT, 3A

Long

Volunteers 
and others 
celebrated 
at annual 
United Way 
meeting

Can you see these smiles?” 
Bryan Macon asked those attend-
ing the  United Way of Northwest 
Georgia’s Annual Meeting and 
Volunteer Awards on Tuesday.

“There is a lot to smile about 
today. We met and exceeded our $4.1 
million record-breaking campaign,” 
Macon told those assembled at Stage 
123 in downtown Dalton. Bryan and 
Debbie Macon were the 2018 cam-
paign co-chairs.

Debbie Macon said because of the 
money raised thousands of lives are 
being improved in Whitfield and 
Murray counties.

Debbie and Bryan Macon started 
their first cabinet meeting by sharing 
the message “Count your blessings 
and pass them on.”

“This theme flowed through the 
entire year and ignited the passion 
for improving lives within the cam-
paign cabinet,” a press release from 

By Shaka L. Cobb
shakacobb@dailycitizen.news

Matt Hamilton/Daily Citizen-News
Debbie Macon, co-chair of the United Way’s 2018 campaign, holds up a photo of the 
head of outgoing board chair Ken Jackson with a simulated tattoo of the United Way 
slogan “Live United” across his forehead as she and her husband, Bryan, also co-chair, 
present campaign awards on Tuesday.➢  Please see ➢ UNITED, 5A
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United Way stated. 
“The staff are our unsung 

heroes whose hard work 
and perseverance makes 
every year’s campaign a 
success,” Debbie Macon 
said.

Ken Jackson, the 2018 
board chair, called the 
Macons a “dynamic duo.”

“They led the charge 
and gave us much to cele-
brate,” he said. 

Jackson said community 
members always rise to the 
occasion  through volun-
teerism and by contributing 
resources. 

“It is impossible to have 
a successful company or 
business without a healthy 
workforce and community,”  
Jackson said in the press 
release. “This is why, I 
believe, a successful United 
Way plays a critical role.”

Jackson said  more than 
55,000 lives were impacted 
by United Way in 2018.

“Simply stated, United 
Way connects people in 
need with people who can 
help,” he said.

United Way  had almost 
3,000 volunteers and  saw 
20,973 hours of volunteer 
service in 2018. 

Best fr iends and 
Nor thwest Whitf ield 
High School seniors Lily 
Adams and Catherine 
Duffy received Elbert Shaw 
Memorial Scholarships. 

“In honor of the legacy of 
Elbert Shaw’s commitment 
to volunteer service and 
youth development, Shaw 
Industries annually part-
ners with United Way of 
Northwest Georgia to offer 
two $5,000 scholarships for 
high school students,” the 
press release stated. Jackson 
and John Shaw, Elbert’s 
son, presented the scholar-
ships. 

Adams completed 258 
hours of volunteer  ser-
vice.  She said it was an 
honor to receive the schol-
arship.

“It’s  a very humbling 
feeling,” she said. “The 
money will help my parents 
and I out a lot.”

Adams plans to attend the 
University of Georgia in the 
fall, majoring in commu-
nication science with the 
goal of becoming a speech 
pathologist. 

Duffy, who also received 
the Youth Volunteer of the 
Year Award, completed 187 
hours of volunteer service.

“It’s such a privilege 
and rewarding to see so 
many people’s reaction 
from me volunteering,” she 
said. “Volunteering doesn’t 

require anything, but gives 
everything in return.”

Duffy plans to attend 
Kennesaw State University 
and major in nursing.

Jim Hawkins, volunteer 
center chair, presented out-
standing volunteer awards 
to Melinda Flood and 
Debbie Macon. 

“Every year United Way 
honors outstanding vol-
unteers as an avenue to 
shine light on the work 
of community hand-rais-
ers,”  Hawkins said. “These 
volunteers set an example 
every day.”

Flood was not present due 
to prior obligations but will 
receive the Elaine Butler 
Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism in Murray 
County. Butler was awarded 
Volunteer of the Year for 
her lifetime service to the 
northwest Georgia com-
munity in 2005. She began 
working for the Family 
Support Council in 1988. 
The award is named in her 
honor to recognize out-
standing volunteerism of 
an adult volunteer from 
Murray County. Flood 
serves in several roles at 
Murray County 4-H; she 
was once a student there.

Debbie Macon was 
presented the Connie 
Woodward Award for 
Outstanding Volunteerism 
in Whitfield County 
by Woodward’s son George. 
Connie Woodward was 
awarded Volunteer of the 
Year for her lifetime service 
to the northwest Georgia 
community in 2003. She 
served with many  orga-
nizations including the 
Voluntary Action Center. 
The award is named in 
her honor to recognize 
outstanding volunteer-
ism of an adult volunteer 
from Whitfield County. 
In addition to co-chair-
ing the 2018 United Way 
campaign, Macon volun-
teers with RossWoods Adult 
Day Services, Dalton First 
United Methodist Church 
and Believe Greater Dalton.  

Dorset t Indust r ies 
received the President’s 
Spirit Award.

“Debbie and Bryan 
Macon made sure the 
Dorsett company-wide 
campaign was ignited this 
year,” the press release stat-
ed.

United Way President 
Amanda Burt said in the 
press release. “They led by 
example, as always, with 
their charitable giving, and 
offered tours to employees 
so that they could see how 
their dollars are working in 
the community.” 

Bryan Macon said in the 
press release that the Alexis 
de Tocqueville Society 
raised more than $1 million 

in the 2018 campaign under 
the leadership of Chip 
Howalt and Pat Sain. The 
society  consists of donors 
who give $10,000 or more 
annually. 

“Over 200 local compa-
nies held employee cam-
paigns for United Way, giv-
ing their employees an easy 
way to give through pay-
roll deduction,” the press 
release stated. “In addition, 
57 companies made corpo-
rate gifts to make lasting 
change in our community.”

Bob Hardaway was 
announced as the 2019 
campaign chair.

Kim Thames, the 2019 
board chair, ended the 
meeting  with a video that 
showed how a United Way 
volunteer saved a woman’s 
life. 

Thames encouraged those 
in attendance to accept 
the organization’s “call to 
action — Give. Advocate. 
Volunteer. Live United.”

212164-1

 NOTICE OF OPENING
 Magistrate Court of Whitfield County Georgia

      Chief Magistrate Haynes Townsend has elected to retire effective March 31, 
 2019. Judge Townsend’s retirement was accepted. Therefore, a vacancy will exist in 
 the Office of Chief Magistrate of the Magistrate Court of Whitfield County.
      Magistrate Shana Vineyard resigned her position effective April 1, 2019, and her 
 resignation has been accepted. Therefore, a vacancy will exist in the Office of the 
 Magistrate Court of Whitfield County.
      Pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 15-10-20 (e) and Ga. Laws 1984, p. 4157 these vacancies 
 shall be filled by an appointment by majority vote of the judges of the superior 
 court. As required by the Georgia Constitution, this appointment will be for a term 
 that will expire December 31, 2020.
      O.C.G.A. § 15-10-22 provides the following qualifications for magistrates, 
 including chief magistrate: Each magistrate shall have been a resident of the county 
 for one year next preceding the beginning of his term of office and shall as of such 
 date be at least 25 years of age and shall possess a high school diploma or its 
 equivalent.

 Persons who meet these qualifications may submit their cover letter with résumé via 
 U.S. Mail to:

 Superior Court Administrator
 P.O. Box 1066

 Dalton, Georgia 30722-1066

 or via hand-delivery to  Brad Butler, Superior Court Administrator. 

 Applicants must designate whether they wish to be considered for 
 chief magistrate, magistrate, or both. 

 Applications must be  received  no later than 5:00 p.m. on Monday,  March 15, 2019 .  
 Applicants will be subject to a criminal records check.

 221130-1

 Friday,

Matt Hamilton/Daily Citizen-News
Debbie Macon accepts the Connie Woodward Award for Outstanding 
Volunteerism in Whitfield County from George Woodward, in honor of his 
mother, on Tuesday. Read this article online at www.dailycitizen.news for 
more photos of the event.

• AdventHealth Murray: 
Newcomer Award

• Americhem: Highest 
Participation (for compa-
nies that employ under 
50 people)

• Brown Industries: 
Five Star Champion and 
Community Collaborator

• Dalton Utilities: 
Five Star Champion, 
Community Collaborator 
and President’s 
Innovation Award 

• Dorsett Industries: 
Five Star Champion, 

Community Patron, 
Highest Participation and 
President’s Spirit Award

• Engineered Floors: 
Five Star Champion, 
Community Builder and 
Largest Dollar Increase

• Marketing 
Alliance Group: Five 
Star Champion and 
Community Collaborator

• Material Handling 
Inc.: Five Star Champion 
and Rising Star

• MFG Chemical: Five 
Star Champion

• Mohawk Industries: 
Five Star Champion and 
Community Builder

• Phenix Flooring: 
Five Star Champion and 
Largest Percentage of 
Growth

• Shaw Industries: 
Five Star Champion and 
Community Pillar

• Textile Management 
Associates: Community 
Patron

• Textile Rubber 
and Chemical Co.: 
Community Patron

United
➢➢ Continued from 1A
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