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“I then went to the University of Georgia, 
where I majored in political science. I grad-
uated from law school at the University of 
Georgia. I passed the bar exam in 1975. 
But I really have not spent that much time 
practicing law. I had a real estate broker’s 
license for a while. But most of my time 
has been in the family business,” she said.

She currently owns and operates a flea 
market in Murray County.

Peppers says as a legislator she would 
focus on ways to help small businesses 
across the state grow.

“Small business creates new jobs, not big 
business. We need to be looking for ways to 
help small business succeed,” she said.

She would also look for ways to 
improve the local economy by supporting 
Georgia Northwestern Technical College 

and Dalton State College.
“No one is going to come here, no mat-

ter what incentives we offer, if they can’t 
find the people they want to hire. We need 
people who have the training and skills 
needed to fill those jobs. If we can provide 
that, I believe we will become more attrac-
tive to companies,” she said.

“I’m concerned about what potential 
repercussions Gov. Deal has planned for 
educators because of their opposition to 
Amendment 1,” Peppers said. “I will do 
what I can to make sure they are not pun-
ished for opposing the governor.”

The special election is being held 
because  Gov. Nathan Deal appointed 
state Sen. Charlie Bethel, a Republican 
from Dalton who had just been re-elect-
ed in November, to the Georgia Court of 
Appeals. Bethel will  assume those duties 
on Jan. 1.

Senate: Help small businesses
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Mims, Tanner make 
motions for new trials

Convicted murderers 
Skyy Mims and Marquis 
Dequan Tanner had motions 
for new trials heard before 
Superior Court Judge Jack 
Partain on Tuesday in 
Whitfield County. 

Partain did not rule 
on either of the motions. 
District Attorney Bert 
Poston said he expects 
Partain to make rulings 
in the next three weeks. 
Partain has announced his 
retirement from the bench 
effective Dec. 31.

Most of the claims  made 
on behalf of Mims by Public 
Defender Mike McCarthy 
were related to Mims’ 
defense counsel at trial.

Mims was convicted by 
a Whitfield County jury in 
May of 2015 of 11 charges 
including murder in the 
2014 death of convenience 
store clerk D.K. Chaudhari. 
Mims was convicted of 
stabbing and smothering 
Chaudhari in the kitch-
en area of the Kanku 

Express on Airport Road. 
Prosecutors said Mims was 
hoping to get rich quick 
by stealing lottery tick-
ets and cash while killing 
Chaudhari in the process. 
The 22-year-old aspiring 
model and rapper who is 
originally from Detroit was 
sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility of 
parole by Partain.

McCarthy argued before 
Partain that Mims’ attorney 
should have challenged one 
of the 11 counts against 
Mims from being tied to the 
counts related  to the death 
of Chaudhari, specifically 
that she had stolen a Kia 
Soul prior to the death. His 
motion also said the defense 
attorney  failed to pursue a 
plea offer from Poston and 
failed to pursue an insanity 
defense. The motion also 
accuses Partain of making 
an error in his charge to the 
jury regarding the defini-
tion of criminal intent and 
said that the judge erred in 
requiring Mims to wear a 
shock belt while in court.

Tanner was found 
guilty of murder in June 
of 2015.  Prosecutors said 

Tanner joined two other 
men on the night of June 
18, 2014, to take part in a 
drug deal  involving Abel 
Carmona Jr., 20, and two 
other individuals. The two 
other men with Tanner were 
also charged with mur-
der, testified in Tanner’s 
trial and pleaded guilty to 
reduced charges.

Prosecutors said the deal 
turned sour when the three 
men conspired to steal 
Carmona’s money rather 
than make the exchange. 
Tanner admitted in court that 
he was responsible for the 
shooting death of Carmona, 
but said it was in self-de-
fense. Tanner was sentenced 
to life in prison with the pos-
sibility of parole.

Lee Hensley with the Rome 
Circuit Public Defender’s 
Office presented the motion 
on Tanner’s behalf, moving 
to have the verdicts against 
him and his sentence thrown 
out on the grounds they 
are “strongly against the 
weight of the evidence.” The 
Conasauga Public Defender’s 
Office (Whitfield and 
Murray counties) handled 
Tanner’s defense.

By Chris Whitfield
chriswhitfield @ 

daltoncitizen.com

Bradley Wellness 
Center’s toy drive 
supports United Way

Do you want to get in shape while sup-
porting the local United Way?  Bradley 
Wellness Center (BWC) is organizing a 
United Way toy drive. By bringing in an 
unwrapped toy ($10-plus value), new mem-
bers (and family members) can join BWC 
with no other payment until January 2017.

The toy drive option will be in effect 
until Dec. 15. Donations will be delivered 
to the United Way to be used in the com-
munity.

Additional discounts and gift options are 
available. For more information, call (706) 
278-9355 or visit bradleywell.com.

Submitted by Hamilton  
Health Care System

Contributed photo
Bradley Wellness Center is holding 
a toy drive that will support the local 
United Way. New members can bring 
in a toy ($10-plus value) by Dec. 15 
and have no payments until Jan. 15. 
Pictured are BWC associates. From 
left are Keila Elrod, Mandy Hunter, 
Tammy Wilson and Daniel Shepherd.

ATLANTA (AP) — 
The Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation says more 
than 4,200 rape kits con-
taining evidence from sex-
ual assault cases statewide 

await testing.
A report this month 

says the agency also has 
evidence from more than 
5,400 cases that occurred 
before 1999 and will deter-

mine if DNA analysis is 
still needed.

A new state law prompt-
ed this month’s report. The 
law was intended to speed 
up testing of rape kits.

Georgia agency says thousands of rape kits await testing
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Banking products are provided by Synovus Bank, Member FDIC. Divisions of Synovus 
Bank operate under multiple trade names across the Southeast. 

706.695.9431
cohuttabank.com

Daniel Goldberg
Commercial Banker

We are proud to welcome Daniel Goldberg as a 
Commercial Banker with the Cohutta Banking 
Company team. Call Daniel today and discover 
how his nearly 20 years of experience and 
service can provide comprehensive solutions 
that are designed to help you reach your goals.

Here is 
where our 
experience 
has a lot to 
say about 
your future.

054000218040

CHUCK

PAYNE
FOR STATE SENATEFOR STATE SENATE

EARLY VOTE NOW 
for Special Election

We need a State Senator 
who won’t cave to political who won’t cave to political 
pressure in Atlanta.

“I will never vote for a Tax 
Increase. I will never vote 
to take local control away 
from our community.”

Chuck Payne has been a 
consistent voice for the 
conservative values we share.conservative values we share.

(Paid for by the candidate)

Vote Chuck Payne
for State Senate December 13th 

054000218412

Questions?
706.618.6455

Need low cost 
health insurance?
It might be easier and less 
expensive than you think.

Free enrollment assistance is available until 
January 31, Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
4:30 pm, in the registration area of Hamilton Medical 
Center. Walk-ins are welcome. Bilingual assistance is 
available.

• One-on-one consultations

• Subsidy eligibility verifications

• Completion of marketplace (insurance exchange) 
applications

• Answer questions about the Affordable Care Act


