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From going green innovator to a leader of volun-
teer efforts, Brenda Knowles strives to make our
world and our community a better place.

Knowles is the vice president of marketing and
product development for Shaw Industries’ commer-
cial division. Since joining Shaw in 1984, Knowles
was involved in the creation of the environmental

friendly EcoWorx
Performance
broadloom, a fully
recyclable carpet
backing. Knowles
is also on the com-
pany’s Growth and
Sustainability
Council.

A graduate from
the University of
West Georgia,
Knowles has been
active in the local
communities
where she has
lived. She has
served on boards,
supported local
events and acted as

a wish granter for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.
Knowles is also very passionate about international
adoption.

She now resides in Dalton with her daughter, Ava.
Since moving back to Dalton in 2007, Knowles has
become enthusiastic about the work United Way has
been doing in the community and currently serves as
board chair of the United Way of Northwest
Georgia. 

During the past year, she has led the organiza-
tion’s strategic planning process, United Way 2025.
Knowles leads a team in refocusing the organiza-
tion’s strategic guidelines, mission and vision state-
ments alongside Chester Chaffin, a fellow volunteer.

“Brenda’s ability to work with a large group of
people from various backgrounds and facilitate dia-
logue and consensus was exceptional,” said Amanda
Burt, president of United Way of Northwest Georgia.
“Her leadership in our strategic planning process has
positioned us to continue to lead our community in
improving education, basic needs and health out-
comes.”

“I chose to volunteer with United Way because
United Way has the greatest and broadest impact in
our community,” Knowles remarked about her
involvement with United Way. “... Every member of
the staff and every member of the board, as well as
all the committee members and volunteers are pas-
sionate about serving in our community and commit-
ted to making a positive impact through live united.”

The public is invited to the United Way’s annual
meeting and volunteer awards ceremony on Tuesday
at 3:30 p.m. at Stage 123 in downtown Dalton.

For showing such a strong initiative to improve
the community, The Daily Citizen names Brenda
Knowles Citizen of the Week.

A new documentary calls colleges
like Harvard and Notre Dame “The
Hunting Ground,” where rapists prey
on women. A bipartisan
group of senators demand
new rules to “curb campus
sexual assaults.”

Apparently, new laws are
needed because at colleges,
sexual assault is “epidemic.”
Rape is so common that
there is a “rape culture.”

I hear that a lot. 
It is utter exaggeration.

Fortunately, AEI scholar
Christina Hoff Sommers is
around to reveal the truth.

“This idea of a rape cul-
ture was built on false statistics and
twisted theories about toxic masculini-
ty,” she says. 

No one denies that some men, espe-
cially when drunk, get violent and abu-
sive. I saw nasty behavior when I was
in college, and I assume there are
places worse than Princeton. 

Sommers says, “I always make
clear, rape is a very serious problem,
(but) if you look at the best data ... it is
not an epidemic. And we do not have a
rape culture.”

The difference is not just numbers,
she says. “Rape culture means every-
thing in society is reinforcing (rape)
and making it seem a legitimate thing
to do. Of course that’s not true.”

The media love crisis, and hyping
sexual assault is a good way to get
attention. 

Recently, a Rolling Stone article
said that men routinely assault women
at the University of Virginia. It told a
frightening story, based on one wit-

ness, of gang rape in a frat house that
left the victim’s friends completely
uninterested, since assault is so rou-

tine. 
The article got lots of atten-

tion. Then completely fell
apart. 

“It proved to be a sort of
gothic fantasy, a male-demoniz-
ing fantasy,” says Sommers. “It
was absurd.”

In much American media, a
rape story is “too good to
check.” The Rolling Stone
author admits she wanted to
believe. She barely fact-
checked the claims made by
her source. Her source’s story

fit the reporter’s own “rape culture”
narrative. She interviewed students at
many campuses, waiting for the rape
story she wanted to hear. 

The Rolling Stone story sounded
extraordinary from the beginning. “But
for several days, people in the media
just believed it, and publicized it, and
anguished over it,” says Sommers. To
doubt was taboo. “The hysteria around
campus assault, the false information
has been building for so long,” warns
Sommers, “people are willing to
believe anything.”

President Obama added to the mis-
information by pandering to the femi-
nist victim lobby, creating a “sex abuse
task force” and repeating a widely
quoted — yet obviously absurd — rape
statistic: “It is estimated that one in five
women on college campuses has been
sexually assaulted during their time
there. One in five!”

Yes, Mr. President, we hear that a
lot. 

But it’s a lie.
At allegedly horrible University of

Virginia, where Rolling Stone said
assault was routine, .46 sexual offenses
were reported per thousand students.
That’s 46 too many, but for “one in
five” to be true, it would have to be
200. 

Admittedly, many victims of assault
fear going public, so the UVA number
may be higher than .46. Nevertheless,
one in five just isn’t plausible.

“The figure is closer to one in 50,”
says Sommers of colleges overall. 

Sexual assault is serious stuff.
Activists trivialize it by asking survey
questions like “Did you ever receive
unwanted sexual contact while drunk?”
and counting “yes” answers as assaults.

“The CDC did a study,” recounts
Sommers. “They called it sexual vio-
lence if you said yes (to the question)
‘Has anyone ever pressured you to
have sex by telling you tales, or mak-
ing you feel guilty?’ That counted as
violence.”

It’s not nice to pressure someone.
But people do that. That’s different
from violence, isn’t it? 

If we forget the difference between
violent and nonviolent conduct, no one
is safe. If we pretend everyone is guilty
instead of a few real criminals, rapists
win. No longer are they a dangerous
group of very bad people, they’re just
— men. 

That’s no victory for women. Or
anyone.

John Stossel is host of “Stossel” on
Fox News and author of “No They
Can’t! Why Government Fails, but
Individuals Succeed.”
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clapped. I stood when they
stood. I enjoyed every
minute of it. He was so
presidential and so respect-
ful. And then Obama came
on there whining because
he didn’t like what he said
and I turned him off.”

Editor’s note: Don’t
tune someone out because
you don’t like the person.
Listen fully to the dissent-
ing opinion. That will help
you understand all sides
of an issue. 

“Does anybody remember
when our commissioners
dropped the inventory tax for
businesses and told us how
many jobs and how much
this would create for the
county? Now they want a
SPLOST to make up this
loss. Do they not know it
took money to operate the
county? Where are the jobs?”

“In case Dalton Utilities
accidentally shuts off the
residential water supply, I

am planning on building a
small water reservoir in my
backyard. Also, I want to
build a walking trail around
the reservoir for my kids to
play on. In order to pay for
this, I am hereby notifying
the local commissioners
that I will not be paying my
property taxes for the next
five years.”

“People that believe in
same-sex marriages and
support it don’t believe in
God and they don’t read
their Bible.”

“I think Petraeus should
lose all of his pension for
the sins he created.”

“If we’re going to cele-
brate Muslim holidays, we
need to celebrate Jewish
and Christian ones, too.
This is carrying political
correctness to an extreme.”

Editor’s note: You are
free to celebrate any holi-
day you wish.

“Would it be legal if the Israeli
prime minister lost his election for
him to come over here and run for
president? I think he’d make a good
one.”

Editor’s note: No.

“To the drivers that drive in the
rain without their headlights on, go
have your head examined. Where
did you get your license from? It
states clearly in the manual to put
your lights on when it’s raining.”

“It doesn’t matter what laws
Hillary Clinton did or didn’t break.
Neither the Democrats or
Republicans are going to let any-
thing stick on one of their own.”

“I think the police are getting
away with too many murders of
homeless people. I think they need
to be taken to court for it and tried.
If they are found guilty they need
to serve their time.”

“Why do the commissioners
keep saying we’re one of the few
counties that doesn’t have a
SPLOST? Are they wanting us to

feel sorry for them because they’re
having withdrawals from spend-
ing?”

“I don’t like the way the
SPLOST funds will be used. We
are not going to like the way our
property taxes are being used
either. SPLOST is a much fairer
tax. By the way, why is it people
don’t think a thing about going to
Chattanooga to shop and pay 9 per-
cent-plus sales tax?”

“If you think for one second
Obama and this Republican
Congress have your best interest at
heart, you better wake up. I’m a
black man. I don’t claim to be no
Democrat. These people are just
like Goldfinger. They don’t want
anything from you but your life and
for you to die.”

“I watched the president of
Israel speak. I clapped when they

Brenda Knowles

Bible verse: “Lord, you are my God; I will exalt
you and praise your name, for in perfect faithfulness
you have done wonderful things, things planned long
ago.”

Isaiah 25:1

Our so-called ‘rape culture’

John
Stossel

Thought for today: “History and experience tells us
that moral progress cannot come in comfortable and in
complacent times, but out of trial and out of confusion.”

Gerald R. Ford
38th President of the United States (1913-2006)

Editor’s note:
Please keep your

comments brief.
If you include a

name, please
spell it.
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