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“I stand corrected. The num-
bers I used from the 2010 cen-
sus were for the city of Dalton. 
Winning a state championship 
does not make this a college 
town. Enrollment at Dalton 
State College is approximately 
5,100 plus or minus. Enrollment 
at UGA is 36,000-plus. Now that 
is a college town.”

 
“To the people who are glad to 

pay another penny tax on every 
dollar just remember that it is on 
everything which includes your 
monthly power bill, water bill, 
phone bill, cable bill as well as 
the food you buy. No wonder 
there are so many bankruptcies 
and homeless people in Whitfield 
County. And you can bet your 
property taxes will go up just 
like this past year.”

 
“I would like to see a restruc-

ture of management for Whitfield 
County so that maybe we could 
cut taxes instead of raise them 
every year.”

 

“I am indeed a property owner 
and I still say ESPLOST ain’t 
going to happen.”

 
“Property taxes in the county 

will go up every year with or 
without the ESPLOST. The only 
difference is everyone pays for 
ESPLOST.”

 
“You don’t get a refund on 

an infrastructure project just 
because you don’t like it. This 
has got to be the dumbest county 
in the state.”

 

“I have to say, these liberal 
Democrats are like a bunch of 
spoiled brats. They’re rolling on 
the floor, kicking and screaming 
because things didn’t go their 
way. They lost both the election 
and then a second count, and 
they’re still trying to figure out 
ways to stop Trump. This elec-
tion should have shown them that 
people are tired of spending their 
tax dollars on people who don’t 
deserve it.”

 
“Calling facts fake news just 

because you don’t like them is a 

move of a coward.”
 
“After watching Donald 

Trump’s first news conference in 
six months, I think it’s safe to say 
this country has made the biggest 
mistake it’s ever made.”

 
“To all of the Obama bashers, 

isn’t it ironic that after eight 
years Obama is going to go 
down as one of the 20 greatest 
presidents that America has ever 
had?”

 
“Listen up, all you Trump sup-

porters, Trump is a dangerous, 
egotistical con man. If you don’t 
know that by now, just give him 
about a year.”

 
“Hey New England Patriot 

doughnut boy, this is the Dallas 
Cowboy fan. I’ll take your offer 
and bet on the subscription for 
The Daily Citizen. I say we 
settle up after Dallas whips 
New England and Tom Brady 
at the Krispy Kreme on Walnut 
Avenue.”

 
“This is to all you people 

griping about the elected offi-
cials and all these tax increases. 
Until there is somebody running 
against these people at election 
time, it’s not going to change. It’s 
going to be the same. Understand 
that.”

 
“I challenge each and every 

one of you that has said Dalton is 
‘The Tax Capital of the World’ to 
check similar-sized counties with 
a similar-sized digest and see if 
you can find one that is taxed 
less than Dalton-Whitfield.”

 
“Trump hasn’t mentioned the 

wall on the southern border. 
He has no intention of building 
a wall on the southern border. 
You’ve been hoodwinked.”

 
“I never, ever thought in my 

lifetime that I would say this, but 
McDonald’s gravy and biscuits is 
better than Hardee’s now.”
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Karen Townsend

Words of Wisdom
Bible verse: “In other words, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting peo-
ple’s trespasses against them, and he has given 
us the message of reconciliation. Therefore we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
making his plea through us. We plead with you on 
Christ’s behalf, ‘Be reconciled to God!’”

2 Corinthians 5:19-20

Karen Townsend has meant much to this 
community, and even though her term as 
chairman of the board of the United Way of 
Northwest Georgia is coming to an end, don’t 
expect her impact to not be felt.

Instead, expect her legacy of service and 
devotion to giving to others to continue as 2017 
board chair Matthew Moore of Shaw Industries 

seeks to continue 
the good work the 
organization does. 

“Her passion 
for making our 
community a 
better place is 
evident in all that 
she does,” said 
Amanda Burt, 
president of the 
local United 
Way. “Under her 
leadership, the 
board focused 
on education and 
engagement. She 
spent countless 
hours educating 

our community on the impact of United Way 
and its importance in a healthy, thriving 
community.”

Townsend was co-founder of the Women’s 
Leadership Council in 2012 and has served 
on the board of directors and as an executive 
committee member in addition to various other 
board-level committees for the organization. 
She participates in the Meals on Wheels 
program and serves on the board of the Family 
Support Council, organizing the annual Toast 
of the Town celebration. She is a volunteer at 
Christian Heritage School and Dalton First 
United Methodist Church.  

“She has been a huge advocate with United 
Way,” said Jessica Trivino, director or donor 
engagement and strategy. “Karen has been 
a long-term advocate and supporter, and she 
carried the reins of the United Way board and 
does a great job of educating the community on 
what United Way offers and stands for.”

Burt agrees. 
“Karen is a shining example of someone who 

has consistently been engaged in making great 
things happen in our community,” she said. 
“She leads by example, encouraging us all 
to get involved and to be the change. It has 
been my pleasure to work with Karen in this 
capacity.”

For her work in helping make our community 
a brighter place, The Daily Citizen names 
Karen Townsend Citizen of the Week.
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Now that I no longer do a weekly 
TV show, I have more time to read 
my local paper. Sadly, that’s The New 
York Times.

The Times actually does some good 
reporting, but their political and eco-
nomic coverage is filled with deceit.

Can I find deceit every day? You 
bet. Take a look at a few days just last 
week.

Thursday:
The front page: “NAFTA’s promise 

is falling short, Mexicans agree.”
Wow, the Times 

now embraces 
Donald Trump’s 
position on trade? 
Economists esti-
mate that 14 mil-
lion jobs depend 
upon NAFTA, but 
people everywhere 
often oppose trade 
because the smaller 
number of jobs lost 
is more visible than 
gradual gains.

What evidence of 
NAFTA’s failings 
does the Times offer? Oddly, the arti-
cle says “the workforce has grown.”

Ah, hello? Job growth is good.
Jose Luis Rico “earns well under 

$10,000 a year.”
Not much by American standards, 

but good for Latin America, and the 
reporter mentions that Rico got “a 
handful of raises.” Have you gotten “a 
handful of raises”?

Despite NAFTA, the “gap between 
the nation’s rich and poor persists.”

Duh. Trade doesn’t eliminate 
wealth gaps — it may increase the 
gap because the cleverest traders get 
rich. But since the poor gain jobs and 
wealth, too, so what?

Finally, the clueless Times reporter 

quotes a Mexican politician and crony 
capitalist complaining: “Government 
has not established policies to protect 
Mexican businesses.”

But “protection” for some business-
es is corporate welfare — welfare 
for the rich. It hurts poor people by 
raising prices. The Times wants that? 
Maybe they’re sucking up to Donald 
Trump and his friend Carlos Slim, 
Mexico’s richest crony capitalist, and 
the Times’ biggest shareholder.

Friday:
A front-page story smears David 

and Charles Koch.
First, the reporter labels them “the 

ultraconservative billionaire broth-
ers.” Ultra? Why ultra? Why conser-
vative even?

The Kochs favor liberal immi-
gration rules, gay marriage, legal 
drugs, ending racial discrimination in 
criminal sentencing, fighting in fewer 
foreign wars and getting rid of gov-
ernment bailouts and favors for busi-
nesses, including their own. David 
Koch supports higher taxes to reduce 
the deficit. Which of those things is 
conservative?!

Maybe the Times calls the Kochs 
“ultraconservative” because a polit-
ical group they support points out, 
“Policies that subsidize electric vehi-
cles and solar panels for the wealthy 
raise energy prices” and gas and oil 
are cheaper for everyone. The reporter 
adds that the group even showed a 
“video of people driving, turning on 
lights and plugging in appliances.” 
Oh, no! How terrible!

The reporter claims the “Kochs 
have long worked to quash ... renew-
able energy sources like wind and 
solar.” But they haven’t! They try to 
quash subsidies or renewables. Big 
difference. Doesn’t the Times know 
the difference?

The Times appeals to its Trump-
hating readers with a headline that 
begins “Sensing Gains Ahead Under 
Trump, the Kochs ...” But the Kochs 
didn’t give Trump a penny.

It’s time for the Times to stop 
calling all their opponents “conser-
vatives.” Some of us are libertarians. 
America has other choices besides 
the anti-capitalism of the Times and 
anti-capitalism of Trump.

Saturday:
The Times quotes left-wing New 

York Gov. Andrew Cuomo saying 
it “defies common sense” to have a 
nuclear power plant near New York 
City. Green activists oppose the plant 
and Cuomo now says it will close.

But where will New Yorkers get 
power? The “options include hydro-
power from Quebec and power from 
wind farms.”

Great. But what will we do when 
the wind doesn’t blow? At least the 
reporter admits that “New York City 
could be burdened with higher energy 
prices.” Could  be? Will be!

Sunday:
“Trump Denies Climate Change, 

These Kids Die.”
That’s the headline on a Nicholas 

Kristof column about drought in south-
ern Africa. Apparently, there were no 
dry spells before “man-made global 
warming.”

In truth, starvation has decreased dra-
matically thanks to fossil fuels. 
Starvation now is caused by corrupt 
governments, not climate change.

If there’s a way to blame capitalism 
even as it improves the world, the Times 
will find it.

 
John Stossel is the author of “No 

They Can’t! Why Government Fails 
— But Individuals Succeed.”

The worst of times

WRITE TO US!
Send your letter to the editor to 

charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com.
The Daily Citizen welcomes opinions 

from readers on topics of public interest. 
Because of space considerations, letters 

should not exceed 400 words. You may also 
mail your letter to The Daily Citizen at P.O. 

Box 1167, Dalton, GA 30722

John  
Stossel

Thought for today: “If you want to inspire confi-
dence, give plenty of statistics — it does not matter 
that they should be accurate, or even intelligible, so 
long as there is enough of them.” 

Lewis Carroll (Charles Lutwidge Dodgson), 
English author (born 1832, 

died this date in 1898)
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