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Our View

Letter tO the editOr

Let’s show 
support for the 

United Way 
kickoff

Local nonprofit and social service agencies 
know all too well how tough economic 
conditions can affect those in need of help.

During the recent Great Recession, hours 
and staff were cut, programs curtailed, 
admissions slowed or stopped.

That’s why this year’s fundraising campaign 
for the United Way of Northwest Georgia is 
more important than ever.

The campaign kickoff is Tuesday at 6 p.m. 
at Dalton Green with a Kickoff Block Party 
and CEO Trike Race. The United Way board 
will announce this year’s campaign goal at 
6 p.m., followed by the popular CEO Trike 
Race, in which local business executives get 
to cut loose and race in adult-sized tricycles.

At 7 p.m. Barrelhouse will perform. Dinner 
tickets will be sold at the event for $10 for 
adults and $5 for those 12 and under.

If you previously haven’t been involved in 
the campaign or think it’s just for a chosen 
few, it’s not. The campaign is a set amount 
of time — in this case, through the first of 
the year — in which United Way and its 
supporters try to raise a set amount of money.

Last year’s campaign raised $3.8 million. 
We expect this year’s campaign to exceed 
that.

The local United Way, which concentrates 
on Whitfield and Murray counties, works 
with local industries, businesses, churches, 
governments and community volunteers to 
fill in the cracks when funding is lacking. 
The agency focuses on three building blocks 
for a good life: education, basic needs and 
health.

It does this by working with about two 
dozen organizations that provide services 
that range from after-school and child care 
programs, disaster relief services, community 
meals, help for victims of domestic violence 
and aid for families struggling to make ends 
meet. Boy and Girl Scouts aren’t forgotten, 
either.

Recent United Way campaign goals 
have been close to $4 million, which is an 
incredible amount for a community of this 
size. But it’s a reflection of this community’s 
character which has shown to be generous in 
helping those who need it. And the United 
Way is a proven, effective steward of the 
money raised, making sure agency programs 
serve the greatest needs here and that the 
money is wisely spent.

We hope to see you Tuesday evening at 
Dalton Green showing support for both the 
United Way and a community “living united.”

“It drives me crazy when my 
family leaves one cookie in the 
Keebler pack and doesn’t eat it. 
Just finish it up and throw away 
the pack. Same way with potato 
chips, don’t leave two potato 
chips in the bag. Finish it up and 
throw it away.”

“Hillary Clinton needs to get 
over it. We would not elect her 
president no matter what. Her 
being a woman had absolutely 
nothing to do with it. She was not 
the candidate, she was not who 
we wanted, she was not fit to be 
president, using her words. Now 
this Mrs. Huckabee that’s the 
president’s press secretary would 
be a great president. I wish she 
would run.”

“Hillary Clinton keeps saying 
she takes responsibility for her 
loss but at the same time she’s 
blaming Comey and Trump tow-
ering over her. Is that what you 
call talking out of both sides of 
your mouth?”

“If you believe politicians get 

more crooked the longer they 
stay in office, you hit the nail on 
the head. You better start getting 
rid of Pelosi, Schumer and the 
rest of the slop in Washington.”

“I liked Tom Crawford’s col-
umn titled ‘Hurricanes show us 
who the hypocrites are.’ I want 
government in my life. I like all 
of the services Tom mentions 
plus my Medicare and Social 
Security. I do not trust good old 
boys in my life and especially 
the states that stay red for years 

and do nothing for the working 
people. But they get voted in 
every year. What are people 
thinking? Or are they not think-
ing?”

“Regarding Tom Crawford’s 
commentary about the hurricane, 
only a politician would think of 
using a natural disaster to give 
the appearance of cooperating 
with the opposition. I only hope 
the public is smart enough to see 
through this.”

“There should be no houses 
built from Miami to Key West. 
If you get blown away do not call 
us. The same, no houses should 
be built around Houston and that 
80-foot hole.”

“When will you Hillary sup-
porters give it up?”

“Looks like it took Donald 
Trump about eight months to 
realize that Republicans can’t 
govern. Heck, I learned that 
back during the George W. Bush 
administration.”

“The couple whose husband 
had a broken foot, thank you 
for paying for my groceries at 
Kroger. God bless you.”

“I think that something 
needs to be done about Eton 
Elementary School. I think that’s 
the one school in the area that 
has not been upgraded with all 
the recent upgrades in Murray 
County. I think they need to take 
a look at Eton and have more 
parking, have more things avail-

able and update the building.”

“Animals are put in commer-
cials for the same reason children 
are. They sell product.”

“Someone commented about 
having animals in commercials 
rather than humans. Animals do 
what they’re told. Humans have 
to negotiate for more money 
when they go in for anything.”

“Because of Brittany Pittman, 
our taxes must be raised.”

“This is in response to the 
Forum contributor asking about 
Hamilton Medical Center-
owned physicians. The majority 
of the physicians in the area 
are independent of Hamilton 
Medical Center. Only those phy-
sicians that are listed in the 
Yellow Pages or on their mar-
quee as Hamilton physicians are 
those that belong to Hamilton 
Medical Center.”
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SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Check out 
most any list of the most hated teams 
in all of sports, and somewhere near 
the top you’re bound to find Notre 
Dame football. Like the New York 
Yankees, the Dallas Cowboys and 
the Los Angeles Lakers, the Fighting 
Irish are one of those squads that, 
with its national following and history 
of success, is reviled by pretty much 
everyone else.

So when I and 
about 30,000 
other Georgia fans 
arrived for the Sept. 
9 game between the 
Bulldogs and the 
Irish, we came load-
ed for leprechaun. 
And we promptly 
found ourselves 
among ... well ... 
just about the nicest 
people anywhere.

There were little 
old men in green 
blazers stopping us 
to ask if we had questions or needed 
anything. A campus cop offered tips 
for touring the basilica. The stadium 
and basketball arena were open Friday 
afternoon for fans to have a look-see. 
A waitress at a sports bar remarked 
— after we’d left the tip — about how 
“snazzy” the visitors from Georgia 
looked.

And the fans: They were out early 
Saturday morning, setting up tailgate 
spreads for all. There were flags, 

cornhole boards and the biggest bot-
tle of Fireball whisky I’ve ever seen. 
Everywhere you looked, there was 
socializing between partisans wearing 
Bulldog red or Irish blue and green. 
Inside the stadium we spoke affably, 
in between screaming for our players 
to drive theirs into the turf.

I’m sure others among the assem-
bled thousands could tell of less 
friendly engagement, but I neither saw 
nor heard of any. (Every fan base has 
its knuckleheads, but at $500-plus per 
ticket, maybe ours and theirs stayed 
home.)

Some Georgia people attributed it to 
the fact we’re not longtime rivals with 
Notre Dame — it was only the sec-
ond time the teams have played — or 
that it wasn’t an SEC game. Perhaps. 
Certainly, encounters between 
Southeastern Conference cousins 
have produced uglier scenes over the 
years, though I’ve been to games in 
Auburn and Tuscaloosa and Knoxville 
and Jacksonville, and never witnessed 
much that was out of step with what I 
saw in South Bend.

No, I don’t think the lack of con-
tempt at Notre Dame owed to a lack of 
familiarity. I chalk it up to the fact we 
were face-to-face, not swapping nas-
tygrams in the septic tanks that online 
message boards can be.

If you think this is where I pivot to 
politics, you’re right.

My father-in-law is fond of saying 
life is a contact sport. You need to get 
out there, shake a hand, look another 

in the eye. Turns out, it’s usually much 
harder to hate the other guy after that.

My work puts me in both the com-
ment threads and the halls of govern-
ment, and what I’ve noticed is how 
much more amicably Republicans and 
Democrats get along in person than 
online. I find the real hatred exists 
chiefly among those who engage only 
from their keyboards — or are paid to 
keep the fires of outrage stoked.

This is not a mushy call to bipar-
tisanship or “working together.” 
Americans hold real differences of 
opinion on the issues, and fighting 
for our views to win elections and 
policy debates is just as legitimate as 
last weekend’s struggle on the field. 
The red horde didn’t convert any Irish 
fans to our dawgma, any more than 
we became Notre Dame fans. But I 
do think we’re killing ourselves by 
moving toward actual hatred of one 
another, by writing off anyone with a 
red “MAGA” hat as irredeemably rac-
ist or safe-space-seeking students as 
hopeless snowflakes.

And above all, Georgia fans, when 
the Notre Dame nation returns the 
trip and comes to Athens in 2019, 
let’s show them the hospitality 
they showered on us. Like most 
Democrats, they’re not as bad as 
you’ve heard. 

Dalton native Kyle Wingfield is a 
columnist for The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. Reach him and read 
more at www.bit.ly/KyleWingfield.

Getting along isn’t hard if you try

I was pleased to read the article 
“Irma lacks a local punch” in this 
week’s paper. I, too, share his relief 
that our area was spared the “tropi-
cal effects” everyone was preparing 
for.

The morning after Irma passed, my 
extended family had gathered around 
the table thankful those we love 
remained safe, particularly the four 
children with us. My family assured 

me that the hard work I put in now 
will be worthwhile when I get to love 
my own grandchildren. I sat quietly, 
unsure how to tell them that in this 
time of climate inaction, I hope I don’t 
have any. Extreme weather events like 
tropical storm warnings in northwest 
Georgia are consistent with the pre-
dictions of climate change. These rare 
events will become more frequent. 
It gives me hope to know there are 
solutions.

Citizens’ Climate Lobby’s Carbon 
Fee and Dividend Plan puts an annu-
ally increasing fee on carbon diox-
ide emissions and then returns the 

proceeds directly to the American 
people. The strength of this plan lies 
in the freedom given to the consumers 
to make our own financial decisions. 
It is not too late for us. Maybe one 
day, when our environmental security 
is ensured, I’ll get to enjoy my own 
grandchildren and rest at ease that 
they can thrive in a healthy world. For 
now, we were spared the worst that 
Irma could bring. However, I’m still 
concerned that the tempest we call 
climate change holds more in store 
for us.

Sarah Ott
Citizens Climate Lobby

Climate change has 
more in store for us

Kyle
Wingfield
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