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lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Mothering the community
Mother’s Day is the per-

fect time to stop and reflect 
on the ones who have 
taught us so much. As I 
look around, I see so many 
caring women who have 
raised children 
and inspired our 
community in the 
process.

I recently had 
the privilege of 
witnessing two 
wonderful moth-
ers of our com-
munity receive 
the Women of 
Distinction Award 
from the Girl 
Scouts. Billie 
Little and Ida 
Minor became co-lead-
ers for their daughters’ 
Girl Scout Troop and as a 
result, they mothered many 
other young girls over their 
tenure as troop leaders.

Hearing stories from 
their children, neighbors 
and friends was a testa-
ment to the fact that the 
time they spent investing 
into the lives of those 
young girls truly impacted 
their futures and molded 
them into strong, confident 
women. Past local honor-
ees include Dottie Boring 
Shaw, Sis Brown and Dixie 
Kinard. They, too, have 
dedicated their lives to 

mothering our communi-
ty. These extraordinary 
women are just a few 
examples of women who 
have guided others, but 
many more examples can 

be found in United 
Way’s Women’s 
Leadership 
Council.

Our Women’s 
Leadership 
Council is filled 
with many com-
munity mothers. 
Our co-chairs 
Dixie Kinard, 
Karen Townsend 
and Lynn 
Whitworth are 
all mothers who 

have done a wonderful 
job of raising their chil-
dren as well as serving as 
positive role models to so 
many young women. They 
instill in the women of 
the Women’s Leadership 
Council the same character 
and values they passed 
along to their children 
— to care for those in 
need and unite people to 
create the greatest pos-
sible impact. Women’s 
Leadership Council pro-
vides hope to children and 
young mothers throughout 
our community through 
volunteer events like 
Bags of Blessings, which 

provided handbags and 
toiletries to the unstably 
housed. This and other acts 
of kindness inspires hope 
and helps create a brighter 
future for all of us.

As mothers, we often 
do not realize the impact 
we’ve made on our chil-
dren, but sometimes we 
can see exactly what 
they learned from us. 
Minnie is a participant 
at RossWoods Adult Day 
Services, a United Way 
Community Partner. Her 
daughter, Connie Cox, 
fondly recalls watching her 
mom, Minnie, care for her 
parents and in-laws. She 
spent so many years caring 
for others and she showed 
Connie how to help those 
in need.

A few years ago, it 
became Minnie’s turn to be 
cared for. Connie cared for 
her mother Minnie daily 
when she came to live with 
Connie and her family, but 
she soon realized she need-
ed help. She remembered 
learning about RossWoods 
on a United Way tour, and 
she reached back in her 
desk drawer at work and 
found the brochure. She 
called RossWoods and now 
Minnie is able to live at 
home with Connie and be 
cared for during the day 

by the wonderful staff at 
RossWoods. Minnie set 
the example all those years 
ago of how to care for oth-
ers. Connie was watching, 
and when it was her turn to 
be the caretaker, she knew 
what to do — care for her 
mom just as she had cared 
for others.

When I think about the 
many women who have 
raised up our community as 
they raised their own chil-
dren, I think of Sis Brown, 
Billie Little, Dixie Kinard, 
Ida Minor, Karen Townsend, 
Lynn Whitworth, Dottie 
Boring Shaw, Minnie, 
Connie and countless other 
women who have devoted 
their lives to serving others. 
I also think of the many 
teachers and coaches who 
mentor and inspire our chil-
dren every day.

They are on the front-
lines educating our chil-
dren and helping shape 
them into the people that 
will one day lead us into 
the future. The example 
that they all have set is one 
that has built a brighter 
future for the next genera-
tion of community moth-
ers.

Amanda Burt is the 
president of United Way of 
Northwest Georgia.

Georgia suffers two blows in 24 hours
Within the space of 24 hours, 

Georgia suffered two devastating 
blows from their governor and their 
congressional delegation. I wonder 
if the state will ever recover from 
them.

First up was Gov. Nathan Deal, 
who signed the 
“campus carry” 
bill that will 
enable weapons 
carry license hold-
ers to tote their 
firearms in wide 
areas on the state’s 
college campuses.

When Deal shot 
down a similar 
bill last, I thought 
it was one of the 
most courageous 
things ever done 
by a Georgia gov-
ernor. He resisted enormous pressure 
from his Republican colleagues to 
veto the bill and keep guns out of 
an environment where they don’t 
belong.

The Legislature came back this 
year and added several campus 
locales where firearms will not be 
permitted: Buildings used for athlet-
ic sporting events; student housing; 
preschool or childcare space; classes 
related to a college and career acad-
emy or other specialized school; 
rooms used for classes where high 
school students are enrolled through 
a dual enrollment program; facul-
ty and administrative offices; and 
rooms where disciplinary proceed-
ings are conducted.

Deal used the additional exemp-
tions to justify his signature on this 
year’s bill.

The new law still allows guns to 
be carried across campuses and into 
classrooms.

This is what will inevitably hap-
pen. There are ideologically minded 
students on every campus who are 
old enough to have a carry permit 
and itching to make a statement 
about Second Amendment rights.

You will see them flaunt the new 
law as they strut into classes with a 
Glock automatic strapped to their hip 
or an AR-15 assault rifle slung over 
their shoulder.

Many students will get up and 
leave the class, not because they 
are left-wing snowflakes but simply 
because they don’t like to be in the 
same room with a gun.

The sight of an armed student in a 
class will unsettle many professors 
as well. If you’re an American his-
tory teacher and you see an armed 
student with white nationalist badges 
on their military jacket, you’re not 
going to have a full and honest dis-
cussion about the impact of slavery 
as the cause of the Civil War.

I know that I couldn’t teach in an 
atmosphere like that and I don’t know 
many instructors who would want to.

With freer access to guns on 
campus, it’s very likely that some 
students will be able to sneak their 
weapons into Sanford Stadium or 
Bobby Dodd Stadium. That should 
set up some interesting scenarios 
among fans who are on the losing 
end of a tense rivalry game.

What Deal said last year when he 
vetoed the campus carry bill is true 
today, regardless of the changes in 
the bill.

“From the early days of our nation 
and state, colleges have been treated 
as sanctuaries of learning where 
firearms have not been allowed,” 
Deal said. “To depart from such time 
honored protections should require 
overwhelming justification. I do not 
find that such justification exists.”

As Deal was signing the campus 
carry bill into law, Republican House 
members in Washington were pre-
paring to pass Trumpcare, a bill that 
will repeal Obamacare and replace it 
with a new health insurance system 
that is much, much worse.

Republicans claim that everyone 
will still have “access” to health care 
coverage and pay lower premiums 
under Trumpcare, but that is a lie.

If Trumpcare becomes law, then 
states with Republican governors 
(like Georgia) would have the abil-
ity to allow insurance companies to 
charge higher premiums to people 
with pre-existing conditions — pre-
miums that are so high, patients are 
priced right out of market.

These unfortunates will be shoved 
into “high risk pools” to obtain their 
coverage, but these pools will be so 
underfunded they will soon implode. 
In the end, millions of patients will 
find themselves out of coverage and 
out of luck if they should have a seri-
ous illness.

The end game is to take $800 
billion out of Medicaid, thus gut-
ting that program as well, and using 
the funds to grant tax breaks to the 
wealthiest Americans.

You can thank congressmen like 
Jody Hice, Doug Collins, Drew 
Ferguson, Barry Loudermilk and 
Tom Graves, among others, for vot-
ing to rip health care coverage from 
their constituents and essentially 
condemning some of them to die. I 
hope their constituents appreciate 
their hard work.

Tom Crawford is editor of The 
Georgia Report, an internet news 
service at gareport.com that reports 
on state government and politics. He 
can be reached by email at tcraw-
ford@gareport.com.

Amanda
Burt

Tom 
Crawford

The Weekly Wrapup
Opinions from 
around Georgia

The Macon 
Telegraph on 
the concealed 
carry on campus 
legislation:

As expected, Gov. Nathan 
Deal signed into law the cam-
pus carry bill. The legislation, 
similar to what he vetoed last 
year, will allow those with 
concealed carry permits have 
their weapons on public col-
lege, university or technical 
college campuses.

In a statement Deal said, 
“At the present time, assail-
ants can, and do, target these 
students knowing full well 
that their victims are not 
permitted to carry protection, 
even those who are weapons 
carry license holders, because 
they are either going to or 
coming from a campus where 
no weapons are allowed.”

Last year Deal asked the 
leaders of the House and 
Senate to exempt on-campus 
child care facilities, faculty 
or administrative office space 
and disciplinary meetings 
and they refused. This year’s 
bill excludes those areas and 
more:

• Buildings or property 
used for athletic sporting 
events.

• Student housing, includ-
ing, but not limited to, frater-
nity and sorority houses.

• Any room or space being 
used for classes related to a 
college and career academy 
or other specialized school.

• Any room or space being 
used for classes in which high 
school students are enrolled 
through a dual enrollment 
program, including, but not 
limited to, classes related to 
the “Move on When Ready 
Act.”

We guess concealed carry 
permit holders who aren’t 
students might feel somewhat 
safer when they are moving 
through the cities where 
schools are located or while 
driving through a campus, 
because this bill certainly 
doesn’t make it any safer 
for students. If they live on 
campus, they can’t keep their 
weapons in their dorm rooms. 
We guess they’ll have to store 
them in their vehicles, if they 
have one. For other visitors 
on campus, where you can 
carry and can’t is so convolut-
ed it will be hard to tell when 
you’re legal or not. Not to 
worry on that point. If you’re 
caught carrying a handgun 
where you’re not supposed to, 
the fine is only a $25 misde-
meanor.

What will this do for 
Georgia’s higher education 
reputation? The Franklin 
College Faculty Senate 
passed a resolution before 
Deal signed the measure 
that stated: “We continue 
to believe that a robust and 
open academic environment 
requires that all feel safe and 
free from intimidation and/
or potential violence. If this 
legislation is enacted, and stu-
dents and faculty are hesitant 
to discuss sensitive or contro-
versial topics because of the 
presence of guns on campus 
and in our classrooms, the 
academic integrity of UGA 
will be greatly compro-
mised.” They also stated that 
the campus carry law would 
make it harder for UGA to 
recruit and retain instructors.

Here’s a novel idea. Next 
legislative session, the same 
right that concealed permit 
holders now have on college 
and university campuses 
should be extended to the 
Gold Dome.

The Savannah 
Morning News 
on ‘Operation 
Rolling 
Thunder’:

The objective of high-visi-
bility traffic enforcement cam-
paigns like Operation Rolling 
Thunder, which kicked off 
over the weekend in Savannah 
and will continue through the 
summer, isn’t to pad police 
arrest statistics or to fill local 
government coffers with more 
revenue from traffic citations.

NO, the objective is to 

prevent unsafe driving. It’s to 
convince thick-skulled idiots 
who are behind the wheel to 
slow down and obey speed 
limits, not to drink and then 
get behind the wheel, and to 
hang up and drive and keep 
those fingers off the cellphone 
key pads.

Those who believe such 
traffic stops smack of 
heavy-handed, if not unconsti-
tutional, police tactics should 
become familiar with the 
ongoing slaughter of innocent 
people who are dying because 
of preventable accidents on 
local roads. Over the past two 
years, 120 people have lost 
their lives in motor vehicle 
accidents. Chatham has con-
sistently had one of Georgia’s 
highest traffic fatality rates 
outside the Atlanta area, 
which is like a huge demoli-
tion derby.

“Far too many people are 
not with their families - their 
parents, spouses and chil-
dren - at the end of the day 
due to these crashes,” Metro 
Police Chief Joseph Lumpkin 
said. “We must drive down 
the number of these terrible 
outcomes, and Operation 
Thunder is here to help.” He’s 
exactly right.

The first weekend of 
Operation Rolling Thunder, 
proved to be a tremendous 
success, as the operation 
resulted in more than 900 cita-
tions. But officers also issued 
more than 400 warnings for 
traffic offenses, which means 
of out of the 1,300 motorists 
who probably deserved a 
ticket, about one out of every 
three motorists who were 
stopped got a break.

Call it a teachable moment. 
Motorist who may have been 
forgiven and spared a citation 
for not having their seat belts 
fastened or committing a 
minor traffic violation should 
consider themselves lucky and 
vow to pay more attention to 
the rules of the road.

The next time they mess up, 
they may not be as fortunate. 
Worse, they might cause an 
accident and wind up killing 
someone or dead themselves.

Chief Lumpkin said he 
wants the public to see that 
his officers are serious about 
reducing fatalities and serious 
injuries from crashes.

“We hope as the operation 
continues we’ll see less arrests 
or citations and more volun-
tary compliance,” the chief 
said. So should the motoring 
public.

Operation Rolling Thunder 
is making its third visit to 
Savannah since 2007. Metro 
officers are being assisted by 
troopers from the Georgia 
State Patrol and HEAT units 
throughout the state.

It’s no surprise that speed-
ing topped the list of offenses 
with 249 citations and 80 
warnings. Too many motorists 
put the pedal to the metal here 
in too many neighborhoods 
across the area, endangering 
themselves, other motorists 
and pedestrians. But perhaps 
the most encouraging number 
were the 40 motorists who 
were ticketed for distracted 
driving, which is any activity 
that diverts attention away 
from driving.

One of the most common 
distractions in today’s society 
is talking or texting on a cell 
phone.

People who complain 
that police officers should 
do more prevent motorists 
from texting while driving 
should cheer these 40 cita-
tions that were written over 
the weekend. Let’s hope this 
life-saving crackdown con-
tinues by Metro police, with 
or without the help of the 
state patrol.

Motorists who feel the 
need to use their cellphone 
while driving should do them-
selves and other motorists 
the courtesy of either pulling 
over or hanging up and drive. 
They might save themselves 
an expensive ticket and an 
increase in their auto insur-
ance premiums, as well as 
something far more priceless 
— someone’s life, or perhaps 
their own.

Live-saving efforts like 
Operation Rolling Thunder 
merit thunderous applause for 
trying to teach all the idiots 
who are behind the wheel 
some important lessons. Let’s 
hope it pays off in terms of 
fewer traffic fatalities and 
safer roads for everyone.
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