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Daily Citizen-News
Champions 
celebrated!

The Daily 
Citizen-News 
takes a special 

look back at 
Dalton High 
School’s 1967 
state football state football 

championship 
with a special 

keepsake edition 
located inside 

today’s newspaper.

Teen Maze event shows
consequences of choices

Nelly Hernandez, a North Murray 
High School sophomore, sat on a 
back pew with tears rolling down her 
cheeks as Dalton Police Department 
Chaplin Raymond McCranie “eulo-
gized” classmate Noah Cudd Tuesday 
morning.

The “funeral,” part of a Teen 
Maze scenario, was not real but 
Hernandez’s tears were.

“It’s scary to think how minutes 
can change somebody’s life,” she 
said afterwards. “The decisions you 
make can impact your whole life and 
it affects me just thinking about it.”

Cudd was “killed” in a car acci-
dent by a young drunk driver.

“In a moment a split-second deci-
sion changed their lives forever,” said 
McCranie.

At the end of the “funeral” ser-
vice,  maze volunteer  Ray Cochran 
told students “negative decisions can 
bring premature consequences.” He 
then opened the casket for students to 
view an example — inside the casket 
was a full length mirror. 

The funeral scene is  one of many 
scenarios that has been acted out this 
week during Teen Maze, “an event 

that provides a safe and controlled 
environment for students to face the 
consequences of randomly selected 
lifestyle choices often associated 
with risky youth behaviors,” a press 
release states. 

“The maze is designed as an 
interactive ‘Game of Life’ where 
students see the consequences of 
life choices in a hands-on, realistic 

By Shaka L. Cobb
shakacobb@daltoncitizen.com

Increase in 
inmates driving 
jail budget higher

Two years ago, the Whitfield County jail averaged about 
390 to 400 inmates a day. Lately, it has been averaging 
about 490 to 500 a day, Maj. John Gibson told members of 
the Whitfield County Board of Commissioners Thursday 
night during a budget meeting.

Gibson said two factors have been driving that increase.
“We have inmates who have been sentenced to alterna-

tive sentencing — drug rehab and things like that,” he said. 
“But there’s limited bed space in those programs, so they 
have to wait, and they are staying in the jail longer. Instead 
of staying in the jail two or three months before a bed 
becomes available, they are staying seven or eight months. 
I’m all for those alternative sentences. I’ve been a cop for 40 
years, and I know that locking people up isn’t working. We 
need to put more resources into them.”

He says the county has already seen a big increase in pro-
bation violation, especially felony probation.

“People aren’t showing up for their probation meeting. 
They aren’t doing the things required of them by their pro-
bation,” he said.

And that’s having an impact on the jail budget.
The sheriff’s office is requesting a $8 million corrections 

budget for 2018, up from $7.4 million in 2017.
Two of the biggest drivers in that increase are inmates 

meals, which would increase to $628,616 next year from 
$526,000 this year, and inmate health care, which would 
increase to $598,000 from $458,000.

By state law, the jail is responsible for health care of 
inmates while they are in custody. And Gibson told com-
missioners many of the prisoners come in with chronic 
health issues that have to be taken care of such as diabetes.

The corrections budget also calls for $91,444 for salaries, 
benefits and equipment for two new deputies for the court 
services division. That division currently has 15 deputies. 
Capt. Steve Fields told commissioners that the division has 
the same number of deputies as it did a decade ago but the 
work load has increased steadily over that time.

In addition to providing security for the courthouse and 
judges, the division transports prisoners and those involun-
tarily committed to mental and substance abuse facilities 
and serves warrants and civil papers.

The budget also calls for $889,002 for health insurance 

By Charles Oliver
charlesoliver@daltoncitizen.com

Photos by Matt Hamilton/Daily Citizen-News
Whitfield County firefighters work to free an injured youth from a simulated car crash as part of the 
Teen Maze event on Tuesday at the North Georgia Fairgrounds. 

Chaplain Raymond McCranie with the Dalton Police Department 
consoles Susan Ridley as she plays the mother of a child killed 
in a car crash.

Georgia AG launches 
opioid crisis task force

ATLANTA  — Georgia’s 
Attorney General wants to 
assemble a unified front to 
battle the state’s growing 
opioid crisis.

Chris Carr, now near-
ly 11 months on the job, 
announced Thursday that 
his office would spearhead 
a statewide opioid task force 
that would include members 
of the public, private and 
nonprofit worlds.

“Everybody has to be at 

the table, because no one 
organization can shoulder 
the burden and no one orga-
nization can do it all alone,” 
Carr said at a press con-
ference held at the Capitol. 
“We need to coordinate. We 
need to communicate.”

Carr said there is cur-
rently no such statewide 
platform. He said he wants 
to bring together disparate 
groups that all have a role to 
play in countering a rise in 
opioid overdoses but tend to 
operate independently. The 
new group will have its first 

meeting Wednesday, Oct. 
4, at the Atlanta Technical 
College.

Georgia has seen a rise 
in opioid deaths in recent 
years as the national crisis 
intensifies. The number of 
people who died from an 
overdose rose nearly 19 
percent from 2013 to 2015 
in Georgia, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

“Last year alone, 982 
Georgia families lost a loved 

By Jill Nolin
jnolin@cnhi.com

Puerto Ricans say federal
relief efforts failing them

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — The 
Trump administration declared Thursday 
that its relief efforts in Puerto Rico are 
succeeding, but people on the island said 
help was scarce and disorganized while 
food supplies dwindled in some remote 
towns eight days after Hurricane Maria 
devastated the U.S. territory of 3.4 mil-
lion people.

President Donald Trump cleared the 
way for more supplies to head to Puerto 
Rico by issuing a 10-day waiver of federal 
restrictions on foreign ships delivering 
cargo to the island. And House Speaker 
Paul Ryan said the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s disaster relief 
account would get a $6.7 billion boost by 

the end of the week.
Acting Homeland Security Secretary 

Elaine Duke declared that “the relief 
effort is under control.”

“It is really a good news story, in terms 
of our ability to reach people,” she told 
reporters in the White House driveway.

Outside the capital, San Juan, people 
said that was far from the truth.

“I have not received any help, and we 
ran out of food yesterday,” said Mari 
Olivo, a 27-year-old homemaker whose 
husband was pushing a shopping cart 
with empty plastic gallon jugs while 
their two children, 9 and 7, each toted a 
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Today’s weather
Mostly sunny, cooler with a 
high around 80, low tonight 
near 57. See page 2A.
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for employees, up from 
$831,890 this year, and 
$270,695 in pension costs, 
up from $180,060 this year.

County Finance Director 
Alicia Vaughn says those 
numbers just represent the 
jail’s share of county pay-
roll. She says that recent 
accounting changes have 

reduced the expected rate 
of return on investments in 
the county’s pension, which 
means the county must put 
in more money to keep it 
fully funded.

The sheriff’s office is ask-
ing for a $7.3 million patrol 
budget for 2018, up from 
$6.8 million this year. The 
largest line item increases 
in that budget are health 
care — to $963,857 from 
$896,560 this year — and 
pension — to $339,325 from 
$182,181 this year. 

one from an opioid-related 
overdose — a death toll that 
has increased 10-fold since 
1999,” Carr said.

“Because the chemical can 
take so many forms, the 
opioid epidemic is one that 
amasses a list of victims that 
recognizes no demographic, 
economic and geographic 
boundaries,” he added.

Nelly Miles, spokeswom-
an for the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation, said the task 
force will be an avenue for 
getting the word out about 
new types of drugs that are 
showing up in the state, such 
as the deadly counterfeit 
Percocet that surfaced in 
middle Georgia this summer.

“It just magnifies the mes-
sage so people understand 
what’s out there and also 
understand what we are 
doing to combat it,” Miles 
said.

Jim Langford, execu-
tive director of the Georgia 
Prevention Project, said the 
new panel is another sign of 

the growing sense of urgency 
among state officials.

“We’re getting a lot more 
attention now on something 
that a lot of us have been 
ringing the bell on for three 
or four years,” Langford 
said. “Now, we’re finally get-
ting the attention, and that’s a 
terrific thing.”

Jill Nolin covers the 
Georgia Statehouse for 
CNHI’s newspapers and 
websites.

Photos by Matt Hamilton/Daily Citizen-News
Students from Murray County Schools listen as Dalton Police Department 
Chaplain Raymond McCranie reads a mock eulogy for a student killed in a 
car crash during the Teen Maze event on Tuesday.

and educational way,” said 
Carlene Mutter, coordi-
nator of Dalton/Whitfield 
County Family Connection, 
one of the organizations 
that presents the annual 
event. “The goal of the 
program is to increase their 
understanding of person-
al responsibility and the 
importance of making posi-
tive life choices.” 

This week through 
today, more than 2,100 
sophomores from Dalton, 
Whitfield and Murray 
county schools are expect-
ed to take part in the 
event at the North Georgia 
Fairgrounds. The maze 
shows scenarios and relat-
ed consequences such as 
underage drinking, driving 
under the influence, tex-
ting and driving, and teen 
pregnancy.

Sandra Ridley played 
Cudd’s  mother. She vol-
unteers for Teen Maze to 
give important messages to 
young people.

“If  you can plant this 
seed in kids at this age and 
save a few from bad choic-
es, then as a community 
member you’re ensuring 
the future of our communi-
ty and that’s a good thing,” 
Ridley said. 

  Amber Biggs is a par-
ticipant in the Conasauga 
Drug Court program. She 
told students her life start-
ed going downhill once 
she began using meth and 
got arrested.

“This is my mugshot on 
the right and the picture on 
the left is me recently on 
vacation,” she said point-
ing to the wall.

Biggs, 25, said she sat in 
jail six months  on a pos-
session of meth charge.

“That’s when I took a 
real hard look at myself 
and what I really want for 
my life,” she said.

This is her second year 
participating in Teen 
Maze. She called it a “free-
ing feeling” to help others 
make better choices.  

Mutter said Teen Maze 
wouldn’t be successful 
without volunteers and 
community members.

“I want to thank our 
community, the school sys-
tems, first responders and 
hospitals,” she said. “We 
have around 300 volun-
teers here every day and 
we couldn’t do it without 
them.”

Mutter said organizers 
feel like the majority of 
students think it’s an emo-
tional experience.

“They visualize if that 
was my mom receiving a 
call or my brother, sister 
or best friend that dies,” 
she said. “It becomes very 
personal getting in the 
zone without having to suf-
fer the real consequences.” 

North Murray High School sophomores draw various life choices at random 
during the Teen Maze event at the North Georgia Fairgrounds.
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Hamilton’s total joint and spine 
program earns recognition

Hamilton Medical Center 
(HMC) recently received 
the Top Performer Award 
through Vizient MidSouth 
for achievements in its total 
joint and spine program.

As a Total Joint and Spine 
collaborative member, 
HMC has worked to reduce 
readmissions, cost per case 
and length of stay.

Comprised of 11 member 
organizations, participants 
collaborated to address the 
future of bundled payments 
which included care across 
the continuum, pre-oper-
ative physician office vis-
its, pre-operative education 
and preparation, pre- and 
intra-operative care, hospi-
tal inpatient and outpatient 
care, and discharge fol-
low-up.

Vizient MidSouth mem-
bers that participated in 
the group meetings, webi-

nars and conference calls 
received education from 
leading practice experts, 
learned how to use com-
parative data and benefited 
from coaching calls from 
Vizient MidSouth perfor-
mance improvement staff 
which helped them maintain 
project momentum.

In 2016, the collabora-
tive reported  more than 
$5.6 million in savings/cost 
avoidance. While the group 
contributed to the overall 
number, the top three mem-
bers that submitted data, 
consistently participated 
and produced significant 
documented value received 
Top Performer awards. 

Vizient MidSouth is a 
membership alliance for not-
for-profit health care provid-
ers that exists to ensure its 
members deliver cost-ef-
fective care by connecting 
them with the knowledge, 
solutions and expertise that 
accelerate performance.

Submitted by Hamilton 
Health Care System

Contributed photo
Hamilton Medical Center (HMC) recently received 
the Top Performer Award through Vizient MidSouth 
for achievements in its total joint and spine 
program. From left are Lauren Barraza, Vizient 
MidSouth performance improvement manager; 
Judean Bowling, HMC Surgical Services director; 
Teresa Ingle, HMC Surgical Services nurse 
manager; and Sharon Ellis, Vizient MidSouth 
senior director of clinical improvement.
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