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DAILY CITIZEN-N
School board member says officials will
bring plans for borrowing to the public

Dalton Public Schools has a 
$74 million annual budget and 
accounts for about 58 percent 
of a Dalton property owner’s 
property tax bill, says Board 
of Education member Steve 
Laird.

But, except for rare occa-
sions, few people attend 
school board meetings. That’s 
why, Laird said, it’s important 
for school board members and 
school officials to get out and 
talk to local civic groups.

Laird spoke Tuesday night 
at the Huff House during 
a community meeting spon-
sored by the Dalton Tea Party.

Laird noted that in the 
fiscal year that starts July 1 
the school system expects to 
run a deficit of $1.2 million. 

But he said the deficit could 
have been larger or the school 
system could have faced big 
cuts if it hadn’t received $1.4 
million from the state in addi-
tional funding. 

State Rep. Bruce Broadrick, 
R-Dalton, who was at the 
meeting, said the Legislature 
added more school funding 
in the supplemental budget it 
passed earlier this year.

Rebel Burton asked if that 
$1.4 million would continue in 
future years. Laird said there 
is no guarantee that it will.

Laird said the school system 
expects to end the next fiscal 
year with a fund balance of 
about $12.3 million.

“We have set a goal of 
keeping a fund balance of at 
least $10 million for cash-flow 
purposes,” he said.

Laird said the school system 
gets most of its property tax 

revenue early in the calendar 
year, then may need the fund 
balance to cover spending 
toward the end of the year.

Some audience members 
asked about the board’s plans 
for a new sixth- and sev-
enth-grade school. Laird said 
that while the board members 
only recently finalized those 
plans it has been discussing 
ways to relieve overcrowding 
at Dalton Middle School and 
Dalton High School for sever-
al years.

If the new school is built, 
sixth- and seventh-grad-
ers would go to it. Eighth 
grade would remain at Dalton 
Middle School and ninth grade 
would move from Dalton High 
School to Dalton Middle.

Laird said there would 
be some additional ongoing 
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Dalton Board of Education member Steve Laird speaks during a 
community meeting sponsored by the Dalton Tea Party.

Men coming out of prison 
need a structured environment 
to help them reintegrate into 
society, says the Rev. Curtis 
Moore.

Moore says Oasis of Love 
Transitional Housing could help 
provide that structure. The idea 
is for Oasis of Love to be locat-
ed at 3320 Rauschenberg Road, 
on the campus of Kingdom 
Living Ministries, which Moore 
pastors. He is the executive 
director of Oasis of Love, a 
nonprofit organization that was 
founded to provide such transi-
tional housing locally. Its direc-
tor is Randell O’Neal.

 The church will host a pub-
lic forum on those plans on 
Saturday at 10 a.m.

“We really just want to intro-
duce ourselves to the communi-
ty,” Moore said. 

In February, the Whitfield 
County Board of Commissioners 
held a public hearing on the 
project, which would require 
the county to grant a special use 
permit and to rezone the proper-
ty to transitional housing from 
rural residential. Several mem-
bers of the community spoke 
out against the plans during the 
hearing in the commissioners’ 
meeting chamber, which was 
full.

“We did have some problems, 
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Handel thanks Trump 
and reaches out to Dems

BY BILL BARROW AND 
KATHLEEN FOODY

The Associated Press

 
DUNWOODY — Republican 

Karen Handel declared victory 
in Georgia’s 6th Congressional 
District with a promise that 
she’ll work to gain the confi-
dence of voters who backed her 
Democratic opponent.

But in the same speech 
Tuesday night, Handel also 
thanked President Donald 
Trump, underscoring her cam-
paign’s triumph over the anti-
Trump resistance in the tradi-
tionally Republican district.

Handel won about 52 percent 
of the vote to quell the upstart 
phenomenon of Jon Ossoff, 
a 30-year-old Democrat who 
raised more than $23 million, 
much of it from out of state.

The thank you to Trump was 
Handel’s most public show of 
support of the man who wasn’t 

embraced by many voters in 
the well-educated suburban 
Atlanta district in November. 
She had handled Trump deli-
cately throughout a primary and 
runoff election to fill the con-
gressional seat vacated by Tom 
Price to take a spot in Trump’s 
cabinet.

Handel thanked national and 
state Republicans for backing 
her campaign before making a 
direct appeal to Ossoff’s sup-
porters.

“To the Jon Ossoff support-
ers, know that my commit-
ments, they extend to every one 
of you as well,” Handel said. 
“We may have different beliefs, 
but we are part of one commu-
nity, the community of the 6th 
District. And I will work just as 
hard to earn your confidence in 
the weeks and months ahead.”

She also noted last week’s 

Forum Saturday on 
housing proposal 
for ex-prisoners
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Today’s weather
Good chance of rain. High 
around 80, low tonight near 
72. See page 2A.

 Please see ➢ PLANS, 7A

 Please see ➢ RACE, 5A

2017 goLEAD
 participants

• Adrian Barragan, Northwest 
Whitfield High School
• Surbhi Bhatter, Dalton High 
School
• Hannah Blair, Northwest 
Whitfield High
• Star Cazares, Morris 
Innovative High School 
• Jaysia Dillon, Dalton High
• Felipe Espino, Southeast 
Whitfield High School
• Jesus Espino, Dalton High
• Lilibeth Fagala, Southeast 
Whitfield High
• Dorna Ghane, Dalton High
• Chloe Medlin, Northwest 
Whitfield High
• Martinika Miranda, Dalton 
High
• Linda Olvera, Dalton High
• Christian Perez, Dalton 
High
• Olivia Richardson, Dalton 
High

UW’s youth program teaches 
students team building, leadership

Many teenagers don’t get excit-
ed about chores, but last Friday 
Surbhi Bhatter, Chloe Medlin and 
Olivia Richardson had smiles on 
their faces as they cleaned a kitch-
en area at the Northwest Georgia 
Family Crisis Center.

The students were part of the 
United Way of Northwest Georgia’s 
goLEAD program. LEAD is an 
acronym for Leadership Education 
and Development. The program is 
a camp that teaches students team 
building, leadership and service 
learning. At the end of the camp, 
students choose a project to com-
plete.

Medlin, who will be a senior at 
Northwest Whitfield High School 
this fall, said she heard about the 
program from a teacher.

“I looked it up and thought it 
would be an excellent opportunity 
so I applied,” she said.  

With the exception of the ser-
vice project at the crisis center, 

a domestic violence shelter for 
women and children, the camp 
was held at the United Way 
of Northwest Georgia office in 
Dalton. The dates were June 5-16.

“Our goal is to teach youth how 
to make an impact on the commu-
nity and give them the skills to be 
able to reach out to organizations,” 
said Amy Faillace, volunteer coor-
dinator at the United Way. 

The program started in 2015 
and is open to high school students 
who express an interest in partic-
ipating. The maximum number 
of students is 20. This year 14 
participated. 

Richardson, who will be a 
senior at Dalton High School, said 
she didn’t realize how many orga-
nizations in Dalton needed help.

“Being in goLEAD taught me 
how important it is to be involved 
in my community,” she said.

Faillace said the group chose 
the crisis center after going on 
tours and listening to a panel of 

BY SHAKA L. COBB
shakacobb@daltoncitizen.com

MATT HAMILTON/Daily Citizen-News
Chloe Medlin, 16, left, and Surbhi Bhatter, 15, clean a kitchen area at the Northwest Georgia 
Family Crisis Center on Friday.
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but I believe that is because 
people don’t understand 
what we plan there,” 
Moore said. “This will be 
a drug-free, alcohol-free 
facility which men can 
come back to after they 
finish work or complete 
any programs they need to 
complete.”

He said it will provide 
apartment-type units and 
start off with seven or 

eight men. They plan to 
target men coming out of 
Walker State Prison in 
Rock Spring.

“There’s really nothing 
like this in Georgia north 
of Atlanta,” he said.

A second, formal public 
hearing on the special use 
permit and rezoning is 
expected to take place on 
Monday, Aug. 28, before a 
joint meeting of the Board 
of Commissioners and the 
Dalton-Whitfield Planning 
Commission. The Board of 
Commissioners is expected 
to vote on the permit and 
rezoning in September.

shooting of Republican 
Majority Whip Steve 
Scalise of Louisiana and 
said politics has become 
too embittered.

“What happened on that 
ballfield was a terrible 
tragedy and we need to all 
continue to lift up Steve 
and the others who were 
injured that day,” Handel 
said. “And we need to also 
lift up this nation so that we 
can find a more civil way to 
deal with our disagree-
ments. Because in these 
United States of America, 
no one — no one — should 
ever feel their life threat-
ened over their political 
beliefs and positions.”

A day after the election, 
Democrats are left with the 
bittersweet achievement of 
another tighter-than-usual 
margin, still searching for 
a contest where anti-Trump 
energy and flush campaign 
coffers actually add up to 
victory.

Handel, who left an abu-
sive home as a teen, will be 
the first Republican woman 
to represent Georgia in 
Congress.

Handel’s tough race, com-
bined with closer-than-usu-
al GOP House victories 
in Kansas, Montana and 
South Carolina, suggests 
Trump will dominate the 
coming election cycle, forc-
ing Republicans to make 
peace with him, for better 
or worse.

In a Tuesday night tweet, 
Trump congratulated 
Handel, saying “we are all 
very proud of you!”

Joe Webb, a Handel 
supporter from Marietta, 
wore a red “Make America 
Great Again” hat through-
out Handel’s victory party.

“She personally told me 
she was rock solid” with 
the president, said Webb, 
70. He added that 6th 
District Republicans unit-
ed against a Democratic 
candidate many saw as a 
tool of his national party 
leaders.

Republicans immediate-
ly crowed over winning a 
seat Democrats spent at 
least $30 million trying 
to flip. “Democrats from 
coast to coast threw every-
thing they had at this race, 
and Karen would not be 
defeated,” House Speaker 
Paul Ryan said in a state-
ment.

Democrats must defend 
their current districts and 
win 24 GOP-held seats to 
regain a House majority 
next November. Party lead-
ers profess encouragement 
from the trends, but the 

latest losses mean they will 
have to rally donors and 
volunteers after a tough 
stretch of special elections.

Ossoff told his support-
ers: “The fight goes on.”

Handel is the latest 
in a line of Republicans 
who have represented the 
Georgia 6th since 1979, 
beginning with Newt 
Gingrich, who would 
become House speaker. 
Most recently, Tom Price 
resigned in February to 
join Trump’s administra-
tion. Handel emphasized 
that pedigree often during 
her campaign and again 
during her victory speech.

She also noted through-
out the campaign that she’s 
lived in the district for 25 
years, unlike Ossoff, who 
grew up in the district 
but lives in Atlanta, a few 
miles south of the 6th 
District’s southern border.

Handel insisted for 
months that voters’ choice 
had little to do with Trump. 
She rarely mentioned the 
administration, despite 
holding a closed-door 
fundraiser with the presi-
dent earlier this spring. She 
pointed voters instead to 
her “proven conservative 
record” as a state and local 
elected official.

Yet Handel often 
embraced the national 
tenor of the race, joining 
a GOP chorus that lam-
basted Ossoff as a “dan-
gerous liberal” who was 
“hand-picked” by House 
Democratic leader Nancy 
Pelosi of California. She 
also welcomed a parade of 
national GOP figures to 
Atlanta to help her raise 
money, with Ryan and Vice 
President Mike Pence hold-
ing fundraisers following 
Trump’s April visit.

It was enough to help 
Handel raise more than $5 
million, not a paltry sum 
in a congressional race, 
but only about a fifth of 
Ossoff’s fundraising haul. 
The Republican campaign 
establishment, however, 
helped make up the differ-
ence. A super PAC backed 
by Ryan spent $7 mil-
lion alone; the national 
GOP’s House campaign 
arm added $4.5 million.

On policy, Handel mostly 
echoes the GOP line. She 
said she would have voted 
for the House Republican 
health care bill, though she 
sometimes misrepresented 
its provisions in debates 
with Ossoff.

She touts supply side 
economics, going so far as 
to say during one debate 
that she does “not support 
a living wage” — her way 
of explaining her opposi-
tion to a minimum-wage 
increase.

Oasis
 ➢ From page 1A

Race
 ➢ From page 1A

LEAD
 ➢ From page 1A

Hannah Blair paints the border of a bulletin board.

United Way partners.
“We had partners speak 

to students about their orga-
nization and projects that 
needed to be completed,” 
she said.

With input from staff at 
the crisis center, the students 
created a list of ideas and 
projects to complete during 
their last day of camp. The 
list included cleaning and 
organizing the playroom, 
gym, birthday room and 
kitchen, and painting bulle-
tin boards.

Laura Mares, volunteer 
coordinator with the crisis 
center, said the students did 
an “amazing job.”

“We rely heavily on vol-
unteers,” she said. “Our 
shelter wouldn’t be able to 
operate without them, so 
this was a tremendous help.”

Mares said programs like 
goLEAD give young people 
“an opportunity to give back 
to the community.” 

“That makes a difference 
for our center because we 
have people who care,” she 
said. “It also gives students 
a learning experience and 
a better opportunity under-
standing what domestic vio-
lence is about.”

Linda Olvera, who will 
be a senior at Dalton High 
School, said she wanted to 
participate in the program 
last year, but missed the 
deadline. “I’m so excited to 
be here now,” she said.

Olvera, Star Cazares 
and Felipe Espino were 
busy cleaning the playroom. 
Olvera transformed a corner 
into a library and sitting 
area while Cazares vacu-
umed. 

“It’s just a good feeling 
knowing we’re able to help 
kids and families,” Cazares 
said.

Jaysia Dillon, who will 
be a junior at Dalton High 
School, said she learned a 
lot at the camp about being 
a leader. 

“Being a leader requires 
good communication skills 
and not getting offended 
if someone disagrees with 
what you say,” she said. 

Lilibeth Fagala, who will 
be a junior at Southeast 
Whitfield High School, said 
the camp taught her how 

Adrian Barragan, 14, left, and Martinika Miranda, 16, piece together a toy at 
the Northwest Georgia Family Crisis Center.

PHOTOS BY MATT HAMILTON/Daily Citizen-News
From left, Felipe Espino, Star Cazares and Linda Olvera clean the play room 
at the Northwest Georgia Family Crisis Center.

important teamwork is.
“I feel like it’s something 

I can use in the future to do 
things in Dalton or wherever 
I go,” she said. 

Applications for goLEAD 
are usually available by 
March at www.ourunited 
way.org. Click on the vol-
unteer tab, then youth vol-
unteers. 

Hannah Blair, who will 
be a junior at Northwest 
Whitfield High School, said 
the program has been “a lot 
of fun, and early mornings.”  

“It makes it all worth it, 
especially when you see 
everyone is grateful for what 
you’ve done,” she said. 

LAWRENCEVILLE — 
County commissioners in 
Georgia have voted to pub-
licly reprimand a colleague 
over racially charged com-
ments he made on social 
media.

Media outlets report that 
the decision on Tuesday 
followed the recommenda-
tion of Gwinnett County’s 
ethics board, which voted 
earlier in June to sustain 
the ethics complaint against 
Commissioner Tommy 
Hunter. He has been the 
subject of criticism since 
calling U.S. Rep. John 
Lewis a “racist pig” on 
Facebook.

The public reprimand 
will involve posting a writ-
ten rebuke on the county’s 
website, on the wall of the 
courthouse and in the local 
newspaper.

An Atlanta woman, 
Nancy Turner, filed the 
complaint against Hunter 
on Feb. 6.

Hunter spokesman Seth 
Weathers issued a statement 
that reads, in part, “We now 
know that mob rule con-
trols the Gwinnett County 
Commission Board.”

Gwinnett 
leader to be 
reprimanded 
for comments
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Dalton Children’s Resale
1215 N. Thornton Avenue

(706) 226-0550
Dalton, Georgia

Sale Ends July 1st

Newly 
Re-Stocked
$1 Racks!

Jewelry

50% OFF

Orange Tags

50% OFF

Green Tags

50% OFFSwim Wear

50% OFF
Purses

25% OFF

Orange Tags
     SALE

 TERMS:  Cash, Check with proper ID. 10% Buyers Premium. All 
 Major Credit Cards Accepted. All FFL Laws Apply. Only 1 FFL 4473 

 $10.00 required per buyer, $10.00 Transfer fee for first gun 
 purchased, $5.00 per each additional gun.

 Visit My Website for a complete listing of Guns 
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