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House Democrats’ leader Stacey Abrams 
takes first step to run for Georgia governor

ATLANTA (AP) — 
The top Democrat in the 
Georgia House is taking the 
first step toward a run for 
governor in 2018.

Rep. Stacey Abrams filed 
paperwork on Tuesday to 
form a campaign commit-
tee. The field to replace 
term-limited Republican 
Gov. Nathan Deal is expect-
ed to be crowded.

Three Republicans already 
are running. More potential 
candidates from both parties 
are considering bids.

Abrams is widely expect-
ed to run. She was elected 
to the House in 2007 and 
became Democrats’ leader 
in 2010 using a pragmat-
ic style and occasionally 
working with Republicans 
on contentious issues.

She has gained attention 
in the national Democratic 
party as the founder of 
an organization focused on 
registering minorities to 

vote. The work also created 
a conflict with Secretary 
of State Brian Kemp, who 
investigated the group in 
2014.

Florida soccer 
coach speaks 
at women’s 
leadership event 

“One of the best parts 
of Women’s Leadership 
Council is the opportuni-
ty to connect with other 
women,” said United Way 
of Northwest Georgia board 
member Sandee Hooper. “I 
am so excited to announce 
that WLC has grown to 
321 members investing over 
$1.12 million annually to 
improve lives in Whitfield 
and Murray counties.”

Recently at the United 
Way of Northwest Georgia’s 
Women’s Leadership 
Council Spring Symposium 
at Walnut Hill Farm, 145 
attendees heard from 
Becky Burleigh, the wom-
en’s head soccer coach at 
the University of Florida. 
The theme of the event 
was “Designed to Go 
Far” and featured a chat 
with Burleigh facilitated by 
Celeste Creswell, United 
Way volunteer.

“It is inspiring to see so 
many women in our com-
munity here today who are 
passionate about making 
an impact on the lives of 
others,” said Amanda Burt, 
United Way president. “By 
harnessing the collective 
power of a diverse group of 
volunteers, philanthropists, 
business leaders and com-
munity builders through 
Women’s Leadership 
Council, there is nothing we 
can’t accomplish.”

Burleigh has been the 
head coach for women’s 
soccer for the University 
of Florida since 1995. She 
believes there is more to 
winning in life than win-
ning games. Her career vic-
tories and winning percent-
age rank her third among 
the NCAA Division I active 
coaches. She is in the USA 
South Hall of Fame and has 
received national and SEC 
Coach of the Year honors.

Burleigh spoke with the 
group about the importance 
of character building with 
her athletes.

“I realized we needed 
to be teaching important 
life skills, like how to deal 

with setbacks and how 
to use them to move for-
ward,” Burleigh said. “We 
have to let go of things that 
are out of our control and 
work on developing the 
things that are in our con-
trol: our attitudes and how 
to be authentic. Whether 
you’re on the soccer field or 
in a corporate setting, your 
character is what’s most 
important.”

Burleigh relayed a story 
of inspiration that her team 
used as a rallying point.

“We watched the story 
of Denziel, a star athlete 
in high school who expe-
rienced the sudden loss of 
his father,” Burleigh said. 
“Denziel talked about how 
the golf ball originally had 
a smooth design. As golf-
ers kept hitting the ball it 
became dented. They found 
that those dented balls went 
farther than the smooth 
ones. That happens to us 
in life. We get dented, we 
experience setbacks, but we 
can use those experiences 
to move us farther than we 
thought possible.”

After the Spring 
Symposium, Burleigh visit-
ed Coahulla Creek High 
School and spoke with 
the girls soccer team. She 
inspired the team as she 
encouraged them to remem-
ber “You’re not in control of 
the outcome. You’re only in 
control of how you respond 
to it. Other people may only 
want to know if you win or 
lose, but what really mat-
ters are the life skills that 
you gain and the bonds that 
you make with your team-
mates.”

Burt knows the power of a 
successful team.

“Dixie Kinard, Karen 
Townsend and Lynn 
Whitwor th launched 
Women’s Leadership 
Council in 2012 and they 
continue to provide vision, 
leadership and hard work 
in growing this powerful 
movement in our communi-
ty,” Burt said. “The council 
is a dynamic force that 
has responded to United 
Way’s call to action to ‘Live 
United’ by giving, advocat-
ing and volunteering.”

Submitted by the 
united Way of 

northWeSt GeorGia

Contributed photo
Shown at the United Way of Northwest Georgia’s 
Women’s Leadership Council Spring Symposium 
are, from left, Sandee Hooper, United Way board 
member; Celeste Creswell, United Way volunteer; 
Becky Burleigh, University of Florida women’s 
soccer head coach; Amanda Burt, United Way 
president; Lynn Whitworth, United Way board 
member and WLC co-chair; and Dixie Kinard, 
WLC co-chair and United Way volunteer.
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Meet Todd Looper 
Patient Care Representative
Heartlite Hospice

Todd has been serving the Dalton community for 
20 years and has an extensive background in 
healthcare that has prepared him for his patient 
care representative role in hospice.

Call us today to learn more about hospice 
in the comfort of home.

706.272.1035

054000221161

CLEAN
HEATING & AIR

706-226-1303
1713 Cleveland Hwy, Suite B • Dalton

(North Plaza Shopping Center)

cleanheatingandair.com

• Residential Heating & Air Conditioning
• Duct Cleaning • Basement Waterproofing

• Mold Solutions • Air Quality & Purification

• Free Mold Inspections
• Free Air Quality Testing

Financing as low as 0% for 60 months.

• Basement Waterproofing
• Residential Heating & Air Conditioning

• Duct Cleaning • Free Inspection

054000222827
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