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ViewpointsThe First Amendment: Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

Working together leads to success
As the 2016 United Way 

Campaign Chair, it has 
been my privilege to serve 
alongside so many dedicat-
ed volunteers over the last 
year.

It was around 
this time last 
year that we 
began working 
towards develop-
ing the Campaign 
Cabinet for the 
2016 United Way 
Campaign. We 
had many return-
ing volunteers and 
some new faces 
to help us as we 
embarked on the 
journey to $3.8 
million. As Henry 
Ford once said “Coming 
together is a beginning, 
keeping together is prog-
ress, working together is 
success.” The Campaign 
Cabinet and United Way 
Board embodies this quote 
year-round.

A few weeks ago, I 
stood before the Campaign 
Cabinet and members of 
the United Way Board to 
announce that, through 
our combined efforts, we 

had reached our 
goal of $3.8 mil-
lion. I can’t give 
enough praise to 
the giving culture 
in our community. 
Because this cul-
ture has prevailed 
in our community 
through the years, 
United Way is able 
to help children, 
youth, adults and 
the elderly. The 
individuals and 
corporations who 

donate to United Way part-
ner with us to fight for the 
education, basic needs and 
health of every member 
of our community. More 
than 57,000 individuals 
received United Way ser-
vices in 2016. With one gift 

to United Way, donors are 
impacting lives every day 
in our community.

With one gift, United 
Way is able to:

• Get kids ready for kin-
dergarten, reading at grade 
level by third grade, and 
graduating on time with 
skills to be career and life-
ready.

• Reduce the long term 
need for food, housing and 
utility assistance through 
life skills education and 
financial counseling.

• Support prevention ser-
vices so youth and adults 
are healthy and avoid risky 
behaviors.

As I’ve shared through-
out the campaign, one of 
our associates at Dalton 
Utilities, Lamar, is direct-
ly impacted by United 
Way. His son Ethan is 
supported by Cross Plains 
Community Partner. 
Through Cross Plains, 
Ethan found opportuni-

ties to socialize with his 
peers, volunteer and gain 
employment at Irene’s Cake 
and Candy Shoppe. When 
I see the great work that 
United Way does through 
Cross Plains and other 
community partners, I 
am immensely honored to 
serve on the board and to 
have led the 2016 United 
Way Campaign.

I would like to thank 
the United Way Campaign 
Cabinet, Board of 
Directors, each individual 
donor and the corporations 
who have supported this 
campaign. Great things 
happened because of you! 
I hope to see you March 7 
at 3:30 p.m. at Rock Bridge 
Stage 123 for the United 
Way Annual Meeting and 
Volunteer Awards.

Tom Bundros is the 2016 
United Way Campaign 
Chair and the CEO of 
Dalton Utilities.

Trump declares war on judiciary
No matter how the Ninth Circuit 

rules on President Donald Trump’s 
poorly conceived and even more 
poorly executed ban on travel from 
seven Muslim-majority countries, one 
fact has been laid completely bare:

The current occupant of the White 
House has no respect, and even less 
understanding, of the Constitutionally 
mandated separation of powers 
between the branches of government.

On Wednesday, Trump called 
opposition to his 
ban “disgraceful,” 
and said a “bad high 
school student would 
understand” that he 
was within his rights 
to impose it.

Mr. Trump must 
have been an atro-
cious student, then, 
because even that 
same bad student 
would understand 
that the judiciary has 
the constitutional 
obligation to hear 
challenges to federal law and to rule 
on those challenges.

Trump’s contempt for the judiciary 
has been on display since his days as 
a candidate. And his long history of 
legal entanglements while in private 
life has been thoroughly document-
ed.

Last year, he attacked the credibil-
ity and questioned the impartiality 
of Indiana-born U.S. District Judge 
Gonzalo Curiel. Curiel who is of 
Mexican descent, was hearing a civil 
case against Trump at the time.

Last weekend, Trump went after 
U.S. District Judge James Robart, 
after the George W. Bush appoin-
tee temporarily stayed the ban in 
advance of an intense hearing by the 
9th Circuit on Tuesday.

“Just cannot believe a judge would 
put our country in such peril,” Trump 
tweeted. “If something happens 
blame him and court system. People 
pouring in. Bad!”

Trump dismissed Robart as a 
“so-called judge,” whose “ridiculous 

ruling,” will be overturned. At this 
writing, that may yet be the case.

But it might also be just a stop-
ping-off point.

As Bloomberg News notes, it’s 
more than likely that the fight over 
Trump’s travel ban will land in the 
laps of a still short-handed U.S. 
Supreme Court sooner rather than 
later.

There have been some who have 
tried to equate Trump’s broadside 
against Robart to former President 
Barack Obama’s admittedly grace-
less State of the Union attack on the 
Supreme Court justices seated before 
him over the Citizens United deci-
sion.

They are pushing a false equiva-
lency. And for the good of the record, 
here, from The Washington Post, is 
precisely what Obama said:

“With all due deference to separa-
tion of powers, last week the Supreme 
Court reversed a century of law that, 
I believe, will open the floodgates for 
special interests, including foreign 
corporations, to spend without limit 
in our elections,” Obama said.

“I don’t think American elections 
should be bankrolled by America’s 
most powerful interests or, worse, 
by foreign entities. They should be 
decided by the American people.

And I urge Democrats and 
Republicans to pass a bill that helps 
correct some of these problems.”

While Obama criticized the rul-
ing, he never directly attacked the 
justices, questioned the justices’ 
legitimacy, nor its right to make such 
a ruling.

As a constitutional law professor, 
Obama surely knew the bright-line 
risk such an attack would pose to our 
democratic institutions.

Trump, who is neither lawyer, nor 
politician, nor soldier, nor certainly 
even vaguely statesman-like, is not 
bound by such norms. Nor has he 
evinced any interest in even respect-
ing them.

Most functioning adults would 
accept the temporary setback for 
what it is — a legitimate part of the 

government exercising its constitu-
tional powers — and grouse with 
some degree of civility.

But for the man-child in the White 
House, who can only act out in the 
same way as a fourth-grade tyrant or 
a toddler denied a snack, Trump only 
has one mode: attack.

And while that might only be 
merely offensive coming from a can-
didate, coming from the President of 
the United States it sets a dangerously 
destabilizing tone.

What might happen if the Supreme 
Court hands down a ruling that runs 
counter to the White House’s inter-
ests?

Will Trump and his ultra-national-
ist adviser Stephen K. Bannon direct 
the government to ignore the court’s 
orders?

And will Trump’s legion of self-
styled “deplorables” simply wave 
their red #MAGA hats in assent and 
fall blindly into line?

Trump’s counter-factual rantings 
about “bad people” flooding into the 
country disregards, once again, the 
reality that refugees seeking entry 
to the United States are the mostly 
strictly screened of all potential 
entrants, going through a process that 
can take years to complete.

Let’s be clear — no one’s saying 
that America, through the broad pow-
ers vested in the executive, doesn’t 
have the right to secure its borders 
and to ensure that potential overseas 
threats are kept at bay.

But what Trump did — and the 
way he went about it — makes clear 
that the administration’s travel ban 
was a poor piece of policy from start 
to finish.

Keeping a campaign promise is 
one thing — keeping it at the expense 
of our values and laws is another 
matter entirely.

John Micek is the opinion editor 
and political columnist for PennLive/
The Patriot-News in Harrisburg, Pa. 
Readers may follow him on Twitter 
@ByJohnLMicek and email him at 
jmicek@pennlive.com.

Tom
Bundros

The Gainesville 
Times on the 
Atlanta Falcons:

Well, that was fun while it 
lasted.

Last Sunday’s Super Bowl 
was like a great action movie 
that took us on a roller coast-
er ride, only to end with the 
good guy getting plugged at 
the end.

The Atlanta Falcons 
went in hoping to undo the 
city’s five decades of pro 
sports failures, save for the 
Braves’ lone championship 
in 1995. For three quarters 
plus, it looked as if the Vince 
Lombardi Trophy would be 
coming home to Flowery 
Branch.

But fate, as always, inter-
vened. Tom Brady. A tired 
defense. A key catch off a 
lucky bounce. A sack, a fum-
ble, a holding penalty. Every 
possible break going New 
England’s way. And a 34-28 
Patriots overtime win that left 
fans of both teams gasping 
for breath.

Falcons fans were stunned, 
left wondering when, if ever, 
such fortunes will turn their 
way in a big game. It left 
the “Super Bowl champion” 
shirts and hats on the racks 
of the back rooms of sporting 
goods stores. And a franchise, 
a city and a state full of fans 
left to dream of next year.

Again. Always next year.
Still, the Falcons gave us 

a season of thrills, and their 
run to the Super Bowl was a 
rare and special treat for long-
time fans who have suffered 
through so many lean seasons 
in their 51-year history.

It’s heartening to see how 
a sports team’s success often 
can unite people who have 
trouble seeing the world 
through the same eyes. In our 
divided cultural and political 
circles, it’s hard to find people 
who can agree on anything. 
But put a winning ballclub 
before them and they’ll dress 
in team colors, cheer and 
high-five as if they’re old 
friends.

It happens every few years 
when Americans can rally 
behind the success of their 
Olympic teams competing on 
the world stage. A successful 
ball team duplicates that feel-
ing at a local level, and the 
Falcons did so at a time when 
we needed it most.

And of course, we’re more 
than proud to call them Hall 
County’s home team since 
their move to Flowery Branch 
in the early 2000s. We’ve 
been able to enjoy one of 
the team’s most successful 
stretches, in fact, with regular 
playoff appearances over the 
last decade-plus that were a 
scarcity over the team’s first 
three decades. Had they won 
the big trophy, it would have 
paired nicely with the col-
lege national championship 
won by Gainesville native 
Deshaun Watson and the 
Clemson Tigers just a month 
earlier.

The Falcons are an easy 
team to root for, with com-
pelling stories and likeable 
figures. It begins with Arthur 
Blank, the Home Depot 
co-founder who bought the 
team from the founding 
Smith family 15 years ago 
and has kept it among the 
league’s most successful fran-
chises since. The continuity 
of leadership in the front 
office and coaching staff, 
compared to many pro teams, 
has helped create a culture 
of success. Head coach Dan 
Quinn came aboard two years 
ago and managed to take a 
decent team to the next level 
with an extra dose of mental 
toughness and determination.

That extends to a roster 
of humble, hardworking 
players who don’t act like 
divas. MVP Matt Ryan is a 
blue-collar quarterback who 
defers to his teammates for 
their shared success. Julio 
Jones has amazing physical 
gifts, but like the greats in 
other sports, parlays it into 
something special with a 
work ethic and competitive 
nature that rubs off on his 
teammates.

Such is the case up and 
down the roster — play-
ers who are united in their 
“brotherhood” and hold each 
other accountable. No brag-
ging, no strutting, no prima 
donnas. Just winning team 
football.

And the fans have been 
fully on board, despite a bit 

of skepticism from outside 
our area. A Boston colum-
nist famously sneered at the 
Falcons prior to the Super 
Bowl because of their lack of 
a following, saying in essence 
Atlanta was a nice town full 
of fair-weather fans. 

It didn’t take long for 
Falcons fans to rally around 
this team and others to 
come on board as the play-
off run gained momentum. 
Bandwagon fans? Maybe, 
but as long as the bandwagon 
is full, it doesn’t matter how 
long you’ve been there.

It’s been a winter of discon-
tent at many levels, roiled by 
politics, the economy, world 
conflicts, drought, water 
lawsuits and other challenges. 
But amid the bleakness, the 
Falcons brought a dash of 
color and excitement and put 
a spring in everyone’s step for 
the last few months.

Now that the ride is over, 
we can take a deep breath and 
celebrate all that it meant, 
even without a trophy to hoist 
in a parade. The Falcons gave 
fellow Georgians a reason to 
come together and cheer with 
one voice. Let’s remember 
what that felt like and try to 
keep the mood going as we 
turn our attention back to 
daily life.

Brunswick News 
on expanding the 
boundaries of Fort 
Frederica:

There was a bit of deja vu 
last week in the U.S. House 
of Representatives when it 
passed legislation to expand 
the boundaries of Fort 
Frederica.

The same bill passed this 
past September, but it was 
near the end of the congres-
sional term, which meant 
deadline pressures were too 
strong and the measure died 
in a Senate committee.

U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter’s 
bill is set to expand the max-
imum allowable acres within 
the national monument from 
250 to 305 acres. The expan-
sion would include 21 acres 
purchased by the St. Simons 
Land Trust in 2007 for $3.5 
million. That deal was made 
with an eye on ensuring the 
property wouldn’t be devel-
oped while the federal gov-
ernment secured the funding 
for the expansion. The Land 
Trust plans to sell the land 
to the Park Service when the 
expansion process is com-
plete.

The bill now moves to the 
Senate after getting unani-
mous approval in the larger 
chamber.

This year, however, there 
is plenty of time to get the 
bill passed, and that is a very 
good thing.

Fort Frederica is a unique 
and important piece of not 
only Georgia’s history, but 
American history as well. 
Founded by Gen. James 
Oglethorpe around 1736, it 
was where the British repelled 
Spanish attempts to take over 
the Georgia coast from their 
stronghold in Florida.

Already it encompasses the 
site of the town that once had 
a population of about 1,000 
people and even includes the 
ruins of the original King’s 
Magazine where projectiles 
and gun powder were stored.

Within the new borders, 
should the law pass in the 
Senate and get President 
Trump’s signature, will be a 
colonial cannon battery — 
Point Battery — and a mili-
tary campground from 1743.

Not only will the expansion 
preserve more of our trea-
sured history in the Golden 
Isles, it will make the national 
monument an even more 
attractive place to visit and 
add to the already ample set 
of options for the millions 
of tourists who come to our 
community every year and 
contribute to our local econ-
omy.

We agree with Carter’s 
sentiments.

“I am pleased the legis-
lation was approved by the 
House and I hope the Senate 
will act swiftly to preserve 
and protect Fort Frederica’s 
legacy,” Carter said Monday.

The good news is that work 
has already begun. U.S. Sen. 
Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., intro-
duced companion legislation 
at the beginning of this year’s 
session.
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